
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



^viiZslf'-^^\- 







d by Google 



d by Google 



I 



/^ 
i— ? 



— '^^^^«-t^'2i.u^ 




f797 






^:> 




./ 






Digitized by LjOOQIC . i 



^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



r^K 



/.;"/'' 
"'•r' f 



d by Google 



'/ 



d by Google 




A M 

EXAMINATION 

OP THE 

LETTERS, 

Said to be wiitten by 

Mary Queen o£SCO TS^ 

TO ^> 

Jjt4 M ES Earl of Botkwell: 

S H £ W t H O 

By intrinnck and extrinfick EvideocCg' 
that they are FoiiG£Ri£s* 

A L s o^ 

hxL Inquiry into the Murder of King "Henry. 

By Walter *G'cf tf d a l l; 
Pandirt ta aha terra et *caJfgitV'''¥^fi!^'^ 

Vol.. i" "''""'•*' 

E 2> IN BU RGHt 
Frioted by T. and W. R t; d o i ma k s# 
M. ©cc. i-iv. 

•V . -. * Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




• • • • 



d by Google 






ERRATA, 

VOL. I, Preface, page vii. 1. 7. for never read e^er t 
p. xi. 1. 17. expunge the word this ; p. 62. U 
21. read furnijh ; p, 75. 1. 16. read received; p. 103, 
1. 5. for fome wholly^ r. fince wholly; p. 189. I. 14. 
r. encouraged; p* 212. 1. 8. r. having taken ; p. 224, 
1. 3. for ^th of Aprils r. 12th of March. See p. 273. 
1. 19. P. 314. i. II. for ^/, r. her husband ; p. 345. 
1. 15. read, who was in London , aad but lately relcaied 
oat of the tower there, in which fhe had been kept prl- 
(oner by good Q. Elizabeth y from the time it was firlt 
reported that the Queen of Scots was to marry her ibn^ 
till after he was got murdered. 

VOL. IJ. p. 24. 1. 29. for ces, xe^fes ; p. ult. I. ult» 
for ti. r. 17. 



*• • ? *• 



W" 



Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



1 



••• : : 

• • C w 


• • 

• • 
•• 
• 
• 


• • • • •• • 

• • • • • 

• •• • •• • 

•• «• • • 


• 
••• 


• • 
» • 


• • • •; • 


» • 
1 ••• 


• • • • • 
*•• • « • 


• • 1 • 


• 

•• 
• • 


t • • • • « 


« • • 


• • 


• ••• •••• 



d by Google 



i 









t H E 




PREFAGE. 



AVING farmed a dcfign of writ- 
ing the life orMARY Qiieen of 
•\ Scats, my firfl care was to collefi: a 
confiderable qiiantky df original and^uthen* 
tick papers^ relating to the morer important 
trinla£Hons (fiiring that period*: And, when 
I began to. range thefe in fome ^wd^t, atidta 
weigh their importance, howiar they might 
tend, jointly or fepara^ely, to clear dotibts 
or.'Controverfies about any material tran(a£lt<A 
on$ or .fa£ls that haye hitbertb continued to 
be |)oim3 of difpute, I ibon perceived thac 
the chief con troverfy, ftiU fo kerenly kept up 
Vith regard to the conduft of that princefs, 
narhely. Whether flie was, guilty of her 
(econd husband's murder> was a matter that 
might bg eafily fettled with certainty ; and 
fe(juired iieithep fb gre« labour, nor fo deep 
:. .: a difqm- 
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a The P REF^CE. 

difquiiition^ as hath been commonly ima* 
gined. 

At the fame time I foun^ that moft of the 
other remarkable events during her life and 
reign^ had both arifen from caufes and ino* 
tives^ and been condafted in a manner quite 
diHqrent from what is relateti either by our qwa 
hiftorians, onr thoie of onr neighbouring nati- 
Vns. But to give a detail of the whole, and to 
fupport all by proper and fufficient vouch- 
ers, is a task of no fmall labour and difficulty, 
as ev^ry one will perceive, who confiders the 
great ^ad (trange evefits that tiien happened 
in our kingdoi^ i The wars with the Engtijh : 
The murder of Cardinal Beatonj at the inftt- 
g^tion of the court of jE«f/tf^i: The reforma- 
tion» begmn upon the Queen's £rCt marriage': 
iThe domdlkk ini^rre^lions, fupported by 
foreign fuccours, by which diat reformation 
was eftabHfiied : The rebeUi<M^ on occafioii of 
die Qaeen'sJecoixd macriage: The murder 
of her fc<jretary for Jbreigo afiairs, in her ve* 
ry prefencet The King^sniurder: There-* 
bdUcfn uipon her third marriage, t^ which 
ihe berfelf .was deihrop^id aixL imprifoned$ 
Her efc^e, and her 'flight: tx> Enghni ; aad 
the abominable confederacy betwijct thac 
nation and her own rcbek, in order tot 
blacken her with her husband^a murder, at 
their wicked jQi^m conferencea: The ma- 
nagement 
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me P RE FjACE. , li! 

HsfgeiHeiitof diefe confereooes: Thecivil wars 
that afterwarjis arofe in Sc&Uand ; and, hftiy/ 
tiie xaurdefuigof the QuieeQ lierfelf in Eng- 
Jani: Thcfeferm a chain of very extraor^ 
dinary events, ^ery link fergM 3by dark coni 
tnyance ; and the erents diemfel^et fo un* 
mtiiaU i^ac it is hard to conceive how they 
couid have happened. Some of the for* 
mer parts indeed have been vdry well faan^ 
41ed already by Bifhop Robert Kekb m his 
k^ijlpry of the reformation : But even during 
the period of which he treats, there ftiU re* 
main in the dark a greit many things that 
are very neceflary to be known, tho', who^ 
ever will attenapt tbe^dearing thein> will Snd 
bimfelf extremdy beholden to the Bishop's la* 
iiours. 

My neceflary avocatkms, ttxA other rea^ 
(biB, have not hitherto left n^ leifure to 
pf ofecute all thefe tlungs in a proper manner^ 
which neverthelefs was, and ftill is my inten- 
tion, if it ihali pleafe God to continue my 
fife and health. But becaufel am not cerr 
tain how foon I may be able to do the whole^ 
X thou^t it might be acceptable, in the mean 
time, to attempt that momentous point con^ 
cerning the Qaeen's guilt in the murder of 
her husband, and to cut, or rather unty this 
pttidling knoc^ whid^ has been iefteemed, as it 
a 2 wcre^ 
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» 

were, the chief circumftanc^ upbn which th« 
whole hiftory is made to depend. 

A fecond reafon that determined me to du^ 
cnterprize, is, that altho' one were poflcft of 
kifure fufficicnt for the whofe^ yet whoever 
would undertake it, muft find hnnfeli^obUged 
to endeavour in a fpecial manlier to have' that 
matter fet in a clear light ; which ydt by its 
very nature cannot eafily be performed/ td 
dne's convifiion, in. pure hiftorical narrative^ 
but rather requii^es tobedon^ apart; becaufe^ 
in the light wherein it appears to me, it is* to 
be attempted by a kind of <)bvious and ea(y 
criticifin, and not by dedarnatibn. ' 

For the refolution of that difpute depdftda 
entirely upon another queftipn; Wsr. Whether 
fome paltry jFr^/zrA letters, which the Queen'^ 
traitors Twore to ht written by her, are^genulne 
or not : Andbehold,upon exammation> to my 
great aftoni{hment> 1 difcovered in tbeim mor^ 
ample and palpable marks artd evidences of for* 
gery, than ohe could- readily iiave imagined; 
Upon further enquiry,! found another fcp.vrate 
and independent proof of the forgery, from thd 
publick records. % them it appears, that the 
Queen had not yet come to C?A;f/^^W/ whfeil 
thefirft letfer, had it been hfers, behoved to 
liave been written f^pm thence ;- tiojr did fee 
in the whole tarry there fo' m^ny days as. tfr^ 
plainly mentioned in that letter as paft^Shei^* 

iy 
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kfifvked at that town up&h'Stff//^&y the 25th 
of^ariuary, and in the moi-ning of that very 
'^kf fe'the^fecond letter dated from thence. 
' Thdfe letters v^re Ac Only proof that 
Ae Eatfe 6( j^u^ray,^i^t^, af»i Lenox\ did 
Wer pretOidto have«lgci^ft the iQueen ; and 
tm them doftii- the wSol&^r€fs<>F the ca\ife 
>eftetH t<>tVi^very day^ OP What importance 
they werd eJ[teei);i^d; and Whia pfiiin$ were ta- 
ji^en^ tO'lix4hem vpoki Qui^n -MAkr^^ot o^« 
ly by thefe men, but alfoby Q.jS//ir/»^^/;J arid 
iiie cpurt'ibf jE/z^/^nJiinay weW apjftear- by the 
tuany- papers in ^rie apprefladix here fubjoined J 
^Ithoft all^^fiwiiSdiardprinciplly defigned ttf 
that end, or relate to thefe letters one ^ay oh 
•other* And-evW fince that time^ all theft 
who, throtlgh iftt^rfeftr or pr^udiee, ' have \i* 
bomred t© rffefenie thd* uhfortunaie Queert; 
feave regarded ' tfeem as moft pfecious jewel| 
which they w^u'4 ^ot^ oiS ^ny confic] 
lid ve parted withl * 

- Of this we have (t remarkable inftand 
from a kiiid d£J5>Ciety in and 2iho\ktBdinBurgh\ 
fermed aboiit xxs^vi. ye^rs ago, aihd wbofe 
profefs^d pur|>6(e was to decry the charafte'r 
of that amiable pTittcefs* This^ Was ths very 
tond of theif ebijfe^acy : Thi^ the Ortly 
' fcope of their in(titutio|A^Tbefe inen> mWa« 
bridgmenttff their lon^b^ut; that is hand^^ 
cd abput, ^ive- m arn ^UMAi -of^thetr jper^ 
^ ' &rmance j^ 
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^>rinaiibe ; md 'the Qyecinaiepi of their thk^ 

^0Qk begins tbufr t 

*' BOO Km. Aa occowc of thf Earl 
« \o( B^iJnatU I jhcjw he c«ai9 firft mtothe 
?': Qjieeii^s jfevAiH^ ^er thet death of Rizi^ 
f' Heriaordii}«'^.;l(^ve for hw; and hatred 
^ of her fausbafltd. A narrative t^ their jar 
i^.iapiirs ;; uA die reafboai^le fulfHcbn of 
^ their jakt cotUpkacy agaioft t4e King's 
-*^Jifo; wHh the ilcpi chac ifwrfc. taken €<^ 
•/ wards hkmwd«.*V 
t I ^* Here, fay. they > the letters that pafled 
yhec^exiX^ yik%t %n^M^hw0U are u» 
f be mehtidned, wkh thfe fiibjca: and im* 
*' port of discflj, t^firepare Kkc reader for the 
^ difcbvqry :tfaat waa made before the Eft- 
'-^g^iJ^ comtni^k>pe«, at the conferencea 
fth^ld after;wwd^ JnJB^/a/ii?'; where fun- 
^lylj^ notiice >4iU be takf^n of thefe letters* 
VJ^BlJ^e wiil b^ a ii\ore ^^rleS: and exaft 
f m account of that murder xh^. has been bif 
Jli^theno ptiWUfeed ^ with fefveral ciroutollan- 
f ^ ces and eiiffMits that followed, &c. 

At how great expence ^ould ibme be plea^ 
UA to purdaafe all thejle n^ighty diicovefies 1 
A^ ycit, fuoh 1$ the incrie4ulity of feme a? 
I^ongft iis^ dudtthefe too., in other refpeQs; 
i»e^th^ owls 0or bazjcards^ that they will net 
allow, ^hat a^y of thefe thmg$ can be mado 
a|^ar ) \m $x!^ lever wd Men crying out^ 
' '■ \ with 
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tvith tbole hardened mem Qr MiiT^s com^ 
QiiffioBers.ia ikeir anfwer toABirray^ ^' That 
f* tbefe horr9)le ia£b were nefcher then, or 
^ fincb ever proved ; nor fioll xt any tim« 
'* hereafter be proved.*' Alled^g befidesi 
*^ Tbai thefe men neither kad> nor have, not 
mjitver will have any thbg to fay to the pur- 
^ pofe ; bnt that all, on thieir part, is mere 
^' empty bravade, or^ at moft, an impoCent 
^ attempt^ as the proverb has k, 

Ito help tieir lame Ag <?er tbeJItU* 

The fociety will ho doubt do themfelvetf 
}aftice, if the& Men have injured them* hi 
for me, I draw in the fame yoke with tbem^' 
felves, even to prepare the reader for the 
letters, and the difcoveries made In England 

But the bare mentioning thefe letteralj^ 
not now, I prefume, be found fufiiciem, ^^KIs 
they can alfo defend them. 'tKey will there- 
fore at laft find themfelves ctmftrained in ho- 
nour to take up the labouring oar, and ftand on 
thedefenfive: Or, if they are hot able to 
manage it, their integrity Ihould oblige then^ 
to difclaim their letters, as publickfy at Icaft, 
as they have d^amed the bcft 6f Quecnr 
by their believing in them. 

Some perfons 'bebnging to that frater*' 
mty have beeavery importunate with me 

about 
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about tWs matter ; one calling loudly/ that I 
flxould, without dday, produce for his fatisi- 
Cs^on what I could fay againilthele letters' i 
Another threatning what he would do, if I 
^urft appear againft them ; and a third would 
C^ds before hand anfwer what I had to fayl 
. They may take what method fhall to wm 
iqem beft; for. that is all one to^merlBiTt 
{h^y muft excufe me for thinkings that as t 
had then m^de no promife to that efieft, ef- 
ther to them or to any body clfe, they had 
no right ' t6 call* jupon - me in their 'manner. 
Their demands however are at laft complied 
with* I havfe expofed^h^fe letters, in all ihe 
languages in which I .could .'find them, to the 
view and fcornofmen, and have pointed out 
the moft material* marks of the forgery that 
occurred to me, whith I wiflx may be done to 
^iei|Tatisfa£i;ion; 

#*iiad purp<:^ed to nfiieddle with nothing 
at prefent befidfts The letters^ as the rea- 
der will readily perceive, beoaufe i|i the col- 
le^on at the end, he will find no papers re* 
Jating ori^nally toother matters. Yet by per-< 
fuailon of thofe whofe' judgment 1, much c^ 
fte^^ I have added fpmewhat further con-, 
turning .the contrivers and executers of the: 
murder of the Kingj and whethei- it is Bkfily>' , 
cs probabicf that -the Earl of BothweU was 
either principal or ai&ilant iu thdt faft : As: 
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The PREFACE. k 

aKby a brief accoiant of the conferences at 
York and Jf^tftminfter^ which had been im- 
'^erfcAly and unfairly publilhed by yames 
Anderfon ; vt\io hath given nothing of them 
after the ^ift of '23^f^;f^i<ff*, excepting the 
proteftation by the Earls of Huntly and Af- 
iylfy with Mtirray*% Ihuffling anfwer, which 
he bought would be fufficient to refute if» 
So that with him are not to be found ; 

1. The anfwcrs to Murray^ folemh pro* 
teftation, and to his accu&tion of the Queen, 
tailed the eii. 

2. The accufation o£ Murray and his com- 
plicesy for murdering the King. 

3. The challenges that pad betwixt them 
and Lor^d Herries upon that account. 

4. The iiiifts and evafions ufcd by Qiieca 
Elizabeth and the court of EnglanJ, in con- 
junftion wkh Murray^ to fmother or palliate 
that accufation. 

5. The papers by which it appears that 
neither Qiieen Mary, nor her commiffioners 
could ever obtain a fight ofthefe letters, nor 
yet copies of thetn> tho' they feveral times 
demanded them of Qiieen Elizabeth and her 
court. 

6. He conceals CeciV^ projefts, dated the 
5 2d oi 'December and 7th of January^ which 
dii^lofe no fmall matters. 

b And 
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And even before the time at which be 
breaks off^ he omits, 

7. Murraf% Note to Middlemore, the Sch 
oijune, reciting his former offer to bring his 
acciifation againft the Queen his Sovereign 
and fitter ; his doubts of the fufficiency of thic 
very letters to Bitiwell, for verifying hig 
accLifation ; and telling how he had, even be- 
fore that time, fent a tranflation of them to 
London, to be confidered there, whether they 
might ftand or fall ; prove or not. Then ma- 
king a bargain with Queen Elizabeth, that 
if Ihe will keep him in the government of 
Scotland, he will lead the accufation, and en- 
deavour to prove it, in order to give Eliza- 
beth a pretext for detaining Queen Mary, 
and at laft murdering her. 
. 8. With the like ingenuity he pafleth over 
Q. Elizabeth^s letter to her commiflioners, 
1 6th OBober, in which flie plainly opens her 
refolution before-hand, that Queen Mary's 
caufe Ihould have no good fuccefs, difchar- 
ging them however to let the Scottijb Queen's 
commiffioners come to the knowledge thereofi 

9. He gives not the inftruftions at large to 
Queen Mary's commiffioners, either thofe 
by the Queen herfelf, or thofe by the beft 
part of the nobility of Scotland. 

Now thefe papers, befides other things left 
material, by him wholly omitted, do make by 

far 
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far the moft valuable part of thefe conferen- 
ces* I will not affirm that, he knew of thern 
all : But he certainly had as many of the beft 
of them in the very books and bundles from 
which he took the reft of his colleftions, as 
would have quite unraveled their whole my- 
fterious proceedings and wicked devices, of 
which he gives us not fo much as one. And 
not only fo, but in his .prefaces and obferva- 
tions, he gives feveral dark infinuations in 
matters where he thought it not fafe to fpeak 
out plainly, all pointing againft the Queen, 
or her moft faithful commiflioners or adhe- 
rents. Of this cunning management, the fo- 
ciety of which wefpoke already, do complain ; 
'* becaufe, fay they, the meaning of his fliort 
" notes and obfervations cannot be eafily un^ 
*' derftood, but by fuch as are pretty weU 
*' verfed in the affairs of that time ; he ha- 
'^ ving made no particuljir application of 
'' them.'* 

Who would not have expefted better things 
from a man who gravely tells us*^, " That 
^' all faithful hiftorians and publiihers of hi- 
^* ftorical trahfaftions, ought in matters of 
** faft, to lay afide all partial regard to reli- 
" gion, country, intereft, prepoldeffions, par- 
*' ties, or other views ; and pay their intire 
*' devotion to the altar of truth,— — For, 
b 2 not- 

♦ Vol, I, end of the preface. 
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** jiotwithftanding all art and oppofidon what* 
** foever, truth will at laft prevail." What- 
ever it may do at laft, it i$ certain that fbmc 
of the moft flagitious of th^ Ipns of men have 
been reprefented as faint?, and fome of thjo 
beft run down as profligates, who muft ly 
under that imputation rill the end of tjiis 
world, as all means of vindicaring them ^re pe- 
riflxed. Thus it hatlj been, and thus it will 
be among men, till avarice and* ambition hava 
^n end. 

For thefe caufes I thought it necelTary to 
givethofe conferences fijlly, ja order toopca 
fheeyes qf fuch as bav^ been impofed upon 
by this grofs difingenuity j Which obliged me, 
qontrgry to my firft inteorion,, to croud more 
papers into this one fmallvolumej than he has 
in bis four large ones. 

If it (hould be obje^ed, th^t at this rat« 
one can never be fecure. of coming ^t the 
truth, as he cannot certainly know but fb^pe 
may iliJl reTOJn more concealed wrilinga that 
might majie fpr And^rfin, in the fame manner 
$s be CQncealed thofe that made for the o- 
thef; fide. The anf^er js, Th^p the objeftioa 
has no pjgce berg. There is no oecafior^ of 
.?rufting w any thing but onVs own eyes. 
Tb$ pgp^r? will ;ill be fqund in the places 
.Vhere they jife faid to be, .»nd J ^m PO more 
CftOCerped in them* Tbe moft part here 
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Uzabetb, &c. are their qwHj, and found whl| 
themfelves^ either exhibited by th^m in open 
court, or written, fent, marked s^nd delivepf 
ed, regiftred or printed* ajid always acknow* 
ledged by them or their aflbdajtes ; and witb 
them, for the moft parj, they ftiU remained4 
And if they are condemned and cqnyi^d by 
thefe, or any of them;, how vain. woviU the l- 
magination be^ that they could poflibly b^ 
acquitted by any other papers whatever ! 

Some people have, declared their opinions{# 
that the matter is of no cbnfequence, and 
fcarcely worth the enquiry, Avhether thefeleti 
ters are genuine or not. Burihere js fomething 
of fingularity in this. Letters of ftr lefs conj 
fequence have by good judges been reckoAed 
worthy to have books v^frinen concerning 
ihcm. Of how. great ithportance^tliey wcr^ 
to Murrayh faftion and rQu'eeiii Elizabetbi 
hath been hinted at alreacly c But hear them- 
felves. *' No other v/ay driueansy fay th« 
f' one, can be found for the feotirrty bfoup- 
'^ felves and our pofterity." Says the' other, 
^' Let Buchanan's little Latin books, [con^ 
*' taining fome of thefe letters] be difperfed; 
'^ for they will ferve to good'effea to difgrace 
" her ; which muft be done, before 6i\i6i 
^* purpofes caia be attained,'* •: 
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' '^Tis true, after thefe purpofes were attain- 
Ib&t the letters funk confiderably in their va- 
Itte as to thefe people ; but as to the reft of 
ihankind, their value continues to bethe fame 
zt at firft. All thofe who have treated of the 
tranfaftions in Britain of thofe times, haves 
filill hitherto thought them deferving of their 
attention, and the fame opinion ftiU prevails* 
^hefociety above-mentioned, we fee, after ha- 
ving brooded over thefe matters for thirty 
fix^years, find it neceflary to take fhelter un- 
der thefe letters : And indeed if they are 
once proved to be fuppofititious, the fociety't 
hbours fo long beftow^ed in oppofition t3 
jruth, virtue and injured innocence, will 
probably prove abortive. 
? Two late Writers of EngUJh hiftory, Mr. 
Cutbry and Mr. Carter would have been, Pm 
perfuaded, extremely glad to have found the 
certain truth of this matter. The former un- 
dertook fairly to prove the forgery of thefe 
letters, but failed in the performance. Mr. 
Carie hath publiihed a particular defence of 
Queen Mary's innocence, in which he hath 
coUeded arguments and evidences to that 
purpofe, with more diligence and force than 
any that went before him, in fo much that 
ijvere all the foundations on which he builds, 
iblid enough, there would remain Kttle more 
jreguiiite to be faid on the fubje^):. But un- 
luckily 

d by Google 



Digitized b 



rth P RE F^CE. xf 

luckily he lays hold fbmetimes upon infufi- 
cienc evidencei of which take three or foui' 
inftances. 

I. He fuppofeth the confeffions of ydM 
Hepburn, John Hay^ Powrie, &c. fubjoined 
to George ^uchanar^s.Aete&ion, tobeauthen^ 
tick or true ; v^hereas they are only fuch 
tales as the faftion thought proper to fpread 
abroad when that libel was publilhed ; and 
muft have beeii drawn up after the beginning 
of September 1569, when fecretary Lething* 
ton and Sir James Balfour, falling into fbnie 
^ilgriace with the reft of the party, began to 
be charged by them with the murder of th6 
Kmg : And probably not till the time of Le* 
noxh regency, during which they were both 
profcribed. 

James Anierfon had obferved that theft 
confeffions did not correfpond with their pre- 
tended particular confeffions publilhed by 
him ; for in thefe there is nothing againft the 
Queen, or Sir James Balfour, though both 
are brought in at the end of the deteftion : 
And to reconcile this jarring evidence, which 
hath a very ugly afpeft, he tells us thefe laft 
confeffions were made at the place (5f their 
execution ; whereas thofe firft publiihed by 
him, are their judicial confeffions, taken at 
full length from records : But the thing itfelf 
ihews that it was defigned to pafs for a 

fummary 
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linnmary of all their confeflions^ MoreoVer 
{bat the particular ones were entered on 
record may be doubted : The contra ry would 
feem to be true from f. 1 73. 188. and 190. 
of bi^ 6Wn book. Vol. i. There we are told 
that there were original confeflions of thefe 
xnth in .the Jufticiary-court^ which however 
were not made before that court, but eUe* 
Vhere, before Murray and fbme. of his ac- 
€ompiice$> which adds nothing to their ere* 
^t. Nor indeed would it fignify much altho* 
they had recorded them a hmidred times : For 
they recorded the letters to Bothwell : But 
^d this, prove them to be authentick ? So far 
from it, that this fa£t is enough to difcredic 
all their records to fuch a degree, that none of 
them could ever after be received againft any 
ferfon but themfelves. 
. A fecond inftance of infufficletit evidence 
relied upon by Mr. Carte, is Monf. de Fene^ 
ion^s letter, 5th January 1574, narrating, 
th^tOrmefion confefled that the Earl of Both* 
well fhewed Kim a paper promifing him aflift* 
ance in mtirdering the King, fubfcribedby the 
Earl of Morton amongft others. 

A thirditi^znce is the oftopartite deed faicl 
by fbme hiftorians to have been given to the 
Earl ofBothwell for that purpofe ; which two 
points are briefly examined in the following 
treatife. 

A 
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A fourth inftance is. That too much ftrefs 
is laid on the authority of fome hiftorian?* 
ThtJs he argues> that the ftilfh6od ofMdr- 
ton^s tale about his finding the Qucdn^s filver 
box, and the letters in it, with George V[)aU 
gleijh. Upon the 4dth day o( yune, muft be 
manifeftly falfe ; becaufe 'Dalgleijh was only 
taken ofT Scotland by Grange in the begiii- 
ning of September following} for which, he 
cites Sit- James Mehil^s Membits. The ar- 
gument would be invincible, could Mehtlt 
be relied on j \>mi in faft Melvill is in thfe 
-wrong. 

There is to be feen, m the paper-office at 
London, a letter to QvLcen Elizabeth from Sit 
Nicholas Throckmorton, her ambaflador in 
Scotland, ioittdiZi Edinburgh iBih July 1567^ 
in which he writes thus : " The Earl JP^/A- 
** weWs porter, and one of his othet fer- 
** vants of his chamber, being apprehended 
*' have confefled fuch fundry circumftance^, 
" as it appeareth evidently that he, the faid 
'* Earl, was one of the principal executers of 
*' the murder, in his own perfon, accompa- 
" nied with fundry others ; of which number 
" I cannot yet certainly learn the names; but ^ 
'^ of three of them, that is to fay, two of the 
" Ormijions of Tividale, and one Hepburn 
" ofSoltoft.^^ This fervatit of his chamber 
\^ras no other than *DalgkiJb. I graw that 
c Sir 
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Sir Nicholas writes thus upon hcarfay only ; 
and it fignifics little to afcertain what vras 
confefled, or if any thing at all ; but fure- 
ly it preponderates Melvillh ftory, that 2>ij/- 
glei/b was not apprehended before September. 
Mr. Carte therefore hath been unwarily 
mifled by Melvill as to this faft : I fey un- 
warily ; for I would not be thought, by ob- 
ferving thefe things, to intend the leaft reflexi- 
on upon Mr. Carte, who hath ufed great in- 
duftry and integrity in treating of the affairs 
of Mary Queen of Scots, ahd faithfully dif* 
charged the duty of an hiftorian, according 
to fuch vouchers as he could find; altho^ 
thefe happen fometimes to be infufficient and 
crroiteous, 

Mr. Carte is not the only writer who hath 
been led into errors bj' Melvili The misfor- 
tune is, that they who know no better have 
reprefented him as an honeft man, and one 
who would not have injured the Queen to his 
knowledge. True ft is, he neither feems to 
have had the malice or impudence oi Knox or 
Buchanan in his temper. But he clofely fol- 
lowed the footfteps of his father Sir Johj$ 
Melvill of Raith, who was juftly condemned 
by parliament in the Year 1548, for treafon- 
able correfpondence with the Englijb, in time 
of war, againft his Queen and country. Nor 
is his veracity to be rcUed upon in the leaft; 
• : • as 
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M will appear by the following inftances, 
which I give here to caution people againft 
trufling him for the future. 

The Queen dowager of Scotland, out of 
meer compaffion, fent this man, after his fa- 
ther's forfeiture and - execution, to be ti page ' 
of honour to the Queen her daughter, then in 
France, when he was about fourteen years of 
age. He was afterwards taken into the fervice 
oiAnne de Montmorency Gonftable of France. 
When the rebellion broke out in Scotland xx^' 
on pretence of religion, the year after tlie 
Queen's marriage, the King of France was 
informed that the Prior of St. Andrews, then 
known by the defignation of the Bajlard of 
Scotland, afterwards Earl of Murray, was fet- 
ting up for the crown ; upon which he de- 
termined to fend fomc trufty perfon to Scot- 
iand, to enquire diligently whether it was fb, 
or what the rebels would be at. The Con- 
ftable recommended Melvill, who> as he i- 
Hiagined, in confidcration of the duty he owed 
to himfelf, would be faithfiil and diligent, and 
asbemga Scotfman, might have the better 
opportunities to accompiilh his errand. 

MehiU thus employed, applies himfelf to 
Throckmorton the Englijh ambaflador in 
France, fignifying that he could now be of 
fome fervice to Queen Elizabeth his miftreft. 
Throckmorton accordingly recommends him 
c 2 to 
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to fecretaFy Cecil for that purpofe, by hisJe^v 
ter dated i8th May 1559 *, with a hint tbaf 
he had done fome fervices to him already. 
And upon the 4th of July thereafter, he rer 
pommended yobn Melvin, brother to thi? 
yames, for a penfion from the Englijh court| 
to ferve them againft his country; whp pleadr 
cd merit at their bands, hecaufe his fj^ther ha4 
lofl hisf head^ and he and bis had beqn pro- 
fcribedfor England'^ % fake. Upon the 27th 
of July he recommends bothi but efpecially 
yam^s : *'l have not found any, f^ys he, i^ 
*' my opinon, fp meet to be ufed $ind enter- 
f ^ j^uned, for the Queeii*s majeftie's feryicei 
*' as y antes M^hin, who is prefently iij 
*' Scotland, and is the Conftable his fervant, 
^' He is a man of good <:apacity, and h?ith fun- 
^' dry rare parts in himi not to be found ip 
f ' niany : Wherefore, 1 fuppofe, you Ihaij dq 
f^ wellto ufe the beft means yoii can, if lif 
f * come by yoq, to make him her Majeftie's j 
^* for he Ihall b$ able to dp her good fer^ 
<' vice.'^ 

Sir yames fay$, he was difcharge^ tg \ct 
his comjiiiffion be known, either to the Quee^^ 
regent, or to *jP^Oyfel the King of Frqnc^ 
^lis Lieutenant inScotlar^d. Let them believp 
him who can ! Who then was to be acquaint- 
f4 witt^ it ? why, itfee«isi he whp knew beft, 
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pvcn tfie Prior himfelf. To bimat ka^ 
Melvitl applied, being in^oduce^ by Henrji 
^alnaifies ^Hallbill^ ooewha.ha4jou)Pd thf 
murderers of Cardinal Beaton, to. aiUH in kei^ 
ing Gilt his caflle of ^/. Jinircw^ for,.tl» 
behoof of //^«ry VIII. of 'E^gl^ndf ?^nd b^jk * - 
been baniibed on that accpunt; but w;)S n^m 
jremrned tcvjoii; in the rebellion, and was in 
gr,eat credit with the Priof* . There t^e.cQin^ 
jnifliog was produced, and t|ie qiieillon pn| 
to his Lordihip, The re^er .may eadlj xotw 
jefture what apfwer yroM be returned i I 
^lib leave 15 jo him to judgcuwhether this cora- 
^iilion was 4ipt duly and bouour^Mj ex^ 

*«M, .... ., , * • : .V 

•, ifc&/w7/:(5aiBpIains, that :iippnjiis return to 
•jrf<?«f^, Kk^ Henry II. being.»4e^d>::and th? 
^,C^fiftabIe-.dut of Court, hefo^p4 ^^S/Vpyag«^ 
lind the anfwer he bad got, all ki yain. Thf* 
he attributes to the Houfe, of Gi^, nh^tti 
.Jie mpft injurioufly blames as the" chief inftti*^ 
ipents of lill-the troubles in Scotland, Hovr 
^reat pity. was it that ihefe Gui/es did not re* 
/|?fard the Geatleman according to hi? denQk 
r\ts ! Yet.he was rewarded, though from ano^ 
thej qw^irter.. He tells us himfelf, /- .4& ^ 
that upon this very pceafion he, obtained i 
.penlicHi from Q\itenElizahth, at tb<5 inftahce 
jof Six Nicholas T^irocimorto ft} to help toety^ 
Wnaia him khis travels, ' DouHeis he had* 

de- 
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icfcrved it, thtf* tis modefly hath not permit-* 
ted him ta tell how : For wherever we find 
Scot/men getting penfions from, .the Englijb 
court, we m^y pronounce ihem traitors to 
their native country^ without any danger of 
being miftakcn^ But in the prefent cafe we 
hive proof, as well as prefumption. 

Another fingufar inftiince (^MelvilPs Me* 
lity and veracity We have in his account of 
Cbriftopher Roxby, one Who had been cn> 
ployed by the pourt of England as a fpy, to 
pretend to be a zealous ftickler for Queen 
Mary^s Title to that ^rown, to oflfer bis fer- 
vice for carrying on a correfpondence with 
fuch as favoured her in that kingdom^ and to 
fend an account of his difcoveries to fecretary 
Cecil, that means might be found out to cut 
off all who favoured her juft right. Mevill 
informs us that Ro:eby addredfed himfelf to 
the Queen by means of the Bifhop of -ftj/J, 
who was a Catholick ; that by fundry intellU 
gences fent to Cecil, he did great prejudice^ 

To gzmRoxby the greater Credit with the 
Queen of ScQts, Queen Elizabeth complain- 
^ by her Ambaflador Killigrew, that be 
was entertained in Scotland, and would needv 
have him delivered up. 

. This contrivance, Melvill {ays, was difco* 
vered by the vigilance of his brother Sir JJ^- 
iert Melvill, Queen Mary's 'AmbafTador ia 

[[Eng* 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



Tie P REFUGE. 

England, who ia due time {ent infoFmatioB 
to the Queen and to him alfo : So that! ^o^ * 
Iboh KilUgrew made his compkint. Queen 
Majly caufed Roxby to be apprehended^ 
with all his writings and cyphers, and a^ 
mon^ the reft, a letter from Cecily whicii 
difclofed the whole correfpondence. 

Upon the 19 th Day oi June Sir James 
Melvill himfelf was difpatched to England^ 
to notify to Queen Elizabeth the birth of 
the Prince, and aifo, among other things, that 
Roxby was fecured, and would be delivered 
when fhe inclined to calf for him. This hd 
* fays he did, and that Elizabeth feemed to be 
pleafed as to Roxby, but forgot to fend for 
him. In about two days Sir James took hit 
leave, but did not return till he wasfurnifli* 
ed with wholfbme inftrufiions from his bro* 
ther Sir Robert, for Queen Mary's behavi- 
our with refpeft to the Englijh, which he fetf 
down at length, as from the original, and par*- 
ticularly for fending Roxby to be kept in a^ 
fecure place far North, and for blaftmg the in^ 
telligence he had given ; " For, (fays Sir 
'* James) the Bifliop of Rofs made the faid 
*' Roxby^s addrefs to the Queen : for neither 
*' he, nor the Earl of Bothwill, defired her 
'• Majeftie's affairs to profper under my bro^ 
*' therms management, becaufe he was not of 
*' their faSion : So that by their means Rox- 
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^ ^ got irliat intelfigence as put all her Mi- 
^ jeffie'i affairt once ' in a vetrttirc ; until 
^ my brbthet^s cxtradrdimry intelKgehce^ 
^' from fitch as^ were moftr intimate with the 
^ Qxiicn of Ehglafid, made him caufe ap- 
** prdiend the Gid Roxiy^ with his whole 
*' letters nnd memoirs, as feid is. So are ma- 
•* ny good princes handled^ and commonly 
** their tru^ft fervants decoiirted, by the envy 
^ and craft of their faftions enemies ! For 
** wii^ked men, who have loft their credit by 
** trumpery and tricks, whereby they get no 
** place to do good fervice to princes, eflay 
^ to creep into their favour by wiles, flattery 
■* and othei* unlawful means, whereby they 
•* may decourt fuch as furmount them in vir* 
•' tue and honeft reputation/* 
* The reader will, no doubt, be ready to allow 
that the popilh Biihop of Rofs, and unfanfti- 
fied Earl of Botbwell, well deferved this fe- 
Verc cenfure, for their envy and blundering 
|K)lfticks, which would have ruined all, had 
not thefe two proteftant brethren ftood in the 
gap, like true knights, and refcued all. For 
who after this would imagine, or readily be- 
lieve> that Sir James Mehill himfelf was 
the very man who introduced Roxby to the 
Queen ? that the popifli Biftiop of Roji was 
one of thofe who managed -Rc^^^ys affairs fi 
• - and 

t Bp. JGr//i*8hift, append, p. 1 69* 
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wiiJ/IfiAdmibiJp ^(smenkYmiJl or thit hie 
,was><ii0t kmedlv^foiii tilt afi»i: ShJ^Vies^s^ver 
'imrti/oo'jE'dikihiirgi'f Yci tbaMbe .matter was 

•^am\ta^€asih iikt/<m& (iai!ed ^b^ fee^ndf day of 
^lyL^i^^m f/m 'Vifhich h^ fey«: he haAg^jt a 
isuei'.irom Cf(?i/^' bui^ bad nqit as yet libeA 
.MJJig4few:, afid:;.d4fi*^ further; inftrufti9nSi 
Im tj^otbdri wiitc^n aft^r his-rckafe out of 
the cafile o£ Spy ni^m Murray % he plainly 
telU iibe iimt^y, tbat* Jamts MehM iam}du^ 

A. teaii' muft, havid «! Wge ftdck ©f reputati* 

.00} who. C9i^ bear up agaanit fuah flagr aot , iiv^ 

fbnoesi of freftt^cjr r0 his Sove^r^eigo, and 

.fitlfbood/bclwcgiiig his own faults upoa ia- 

•HQceat pcrlbns' tjf cbarafter and wwth. iMa* 

*nymbrecai&ppl» might be brojiighjt- of thisr 

'luh4>™cbUsibcQth]ar!Sir jS^^^f/ m^gbit b^ pro- 

.lEe)ljco.haveboonii^ great a trait<>f as he hua* 

*feif^ if it wem ^eoiflary ; and yet,thefe two 

riKeJt altnoft theioniy bet oeat in^ his booJi« 

/ Ifhall only tatenotkeof one more diMeU 

-wWsXtories^whkliiaWio' itis orf&much worfe 

kihdihaa a piire miftake, bath been laid hold 

of to the Queen's prc^kfei He tells iif, 

p 78! That Lofxi' Herries came to Bdin- 

burgh lome time before the Qtieen went to 

» ' d Sfirlifjg 

* -ff^'??^/ State papers, 'p. 44^. 
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Stirling (which was upon the asd clay of i 
April 1^67), and acquainted her Majefty, 
" how it was currently reported dirough the 
^* country^ that the ILzrlol Bothwell murder- 
'* ed the King, and that flie was to marry him ; 
*' earneftly requefting her Majefty^ on his 
^' knees, againft that marriage;" and infinuates 
that there arofe no fmall aiiimofity bjstwixt 
the Earl and Lord Herries upon that account. 
But nothing of this is true i LordHerries up- 
on the 19th Day of that very Month of «^« 
^r/7*^ joined with the reft ^the nobility and 
clergy in fubfcribing the bond, by which they 
approved of the Earl's acquittal by his peers, 
and engaged theriifelves to defend him againft 
all who would accufe him afterwards of the 
King's murder^ and to promote his marriage 
with the Qaeen, if it might pleafe her to 
humble herfelf (b far as to prefer one of her 
own fubjeds to foreign Princes : And upon 
thexiv. day of May^ being the day before 
the (blemnizfttion of that marriage^ he is one 
of the witnedes in the contra A for it} and, 
upon the xvii. dsiy we find the Lord Her*^ 
ties fitting in council with the Earl, then 
made Duke of Otknay. 

It would be in vain to objeft here Murrmy 
and Morton^ % tale f , that the fubfcriptions to 

this 



• Bp. KtW% l^ft. p. 383. 
t Append, p. x/^u 
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this bond were obtained by compulHon ; ^s 
if die Earl oiBotbwell alone eould have for- 
ded theivhple clergy and nobility ^t the par- 
iiament, qr rather/ for ought appears, the 
whole parliament itl^lf - Every one who is 
ftc^airup^.with Lord Herries^s cbarafter, 
n^uft Ikinow, that all of them cpuld, not have 
compell.ed him alone to iubfcrjbe any paper, 
that/tp his perfualion^ tended to ^ wipkcd 
pwrpafe, ; , , •. 

Their other excnfe is flill more abfurd, that 
they werecomm^odeid to fubfcribe that bond 
by a writing yndcr the Queen's hand, which 
rhey fo confidently, produced at Tori ; for the 
tenor of the boijd itfelf ihews, that it oiufl: have 
been giveA wifhQut tjje Qii^en's knowledge* 
So thati£eyer thefe/men fprged any things 
they certainly, forged that warrant. But ha- 
ving tr.ps^ted of this matt^ iq the following 
bripf d}li:nflioa of the Eafl o^ BofhweUh cafe, 
and of the prpofs ajledged againft him, to 
that J refer th? reader. 

So ipuch I thought nepeflary for warning 
people to beware ofMehil/, who is the more 
idangerous, becaufe a kind of bofbm enemy. 
I might proceed to. fliew that Abp. Spottif 
vfQoi has written feveral thiqgs concerning the 
Queen^ without due examination : And that 
jD^ Tihou has nralicioufly abufed her. This 
inan pretended that he had his mfbrmatioa 

'^ •' V: * ! ' '^d 2 froni 
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frpin Papi5ft$, which he hadionly friotn 6nc 
yohn C&lyiU, fuch another lemporifing Pa- 
pift as himfelf^ and thiey were both of tlitfli 
pfiglifiif pen(Jonaries *; From whichfcrt of 
fnen little trijt'h is to be expefted. 

But whatever has been faid, tp thti di^ar 
ragempnc pf fhat Priniseft, or whpetpr^id it; 
(ignifies nothing: For Mary Qiieen ^ffc&ts 
fo far excelled' all 'other fpvereign Pfitttre^ 
who ev.er. yet aj^pe^red oji fhe face ;i)f the 
parth, that, as if file had nor been of mortal 
nature, all thp arts' ^nd contrivances pf hct 
numerou? ai)d malicious enemies have not a^ 
vailed pb 65c upofi her oiw? crjme, fliall I (ay, 
pay; no? pnp (Jnglje foible, either \yhile on 
the. throne„ or intbe jail, from' her «cradle 
tolVer grave, ^unleft the wan? pf omnifcience 
pr bmnipotence. fliall be reckoned in W 5i 
fiefea., Tliis^ i^^ tVe yery truth: Antlthis 
can and fliall be majle tnatiifeft^ to the admi- 
ration and fatisfaftiot^ ^f aW gpod rnen, arid 
to the Ihame and corifiifibn of Siil otiiers, 
who IbaUeyef^ ii> tirrie coming; dare togaiii- 
fay. •'••'' 

The paper? in the appendix will difebT? | 
fame other praftices, beKide^ * tb6fe that 1 
have had ocpafionto obferye; as for exiairriple. 
t. 1.59. aq4 } ^Q* ^Mt the J^een wafte^ , 

A ' 

. ^ See Wtnmod^s Memoridsy Vol. I. p. aa9« W* ^5^ 
?^6- 3}0' 33Q- 404* 
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tothinlt: ofznEngliJb marriage, during the 
conferences ixtTork, with other matters, which 
I muft leave tp the reader's own fagacity to 
find out. As %o the papers themfelves, where 
I had not accefs to the originals or records, I 
got double copies of moft of them, by which 
I was enabled to corrc& yames ^nderfin\ 
book in feveral places. Of fbme few I had 
only (Jngle copies, and tho' I am not altoge- 
ther (atisfied with the tjranfcribers diligence : 
Yet I verily believe there i^ no omiflion or 
miftalfe, that dl^^ much marr the feiife, qf 
^l>y raatera) period. 



AN 
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EXAMli^ATION 

O P THE 

L E t T E R S, 

Said to be wtittea 6y ^^ 

Mary Queen of SCOTS, 

" ' ' ' ■ TO ■ • '■ - ■■■.■• 

J Ahtk S Earl of Bi^thweU, ' 

The Introdudion. ' 

• ■ -' - • • / 'ij 

AM o N G s t all the controverted hiftd* 
rics in the world, that of Mary Queeti 
of Scofs hath now, for many years been reck- 
oned the moft amazingly intricate and pet- 
pleked, and continues to be fb efteemed to 
this wry day. Yea to one who will curioufly 
^weigh fhe oppofite and contradiftory a«- 
cotrnis,* given by different perfons of the 
fame fafts, it would feem as if this werfc 
not of the like nature with any othet 
hiftory, either ancient or modern. Othet 
biftories/ for the* moft parr, have become 

dif 
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^ ^fpyxMfpjbiov^ tharcarcjjcy^ oi: de(li;u£)i: 
Iqd/iqF monBm(afitslre)atiAg..'toJL their feveKal 
dmes^ to the want o£ capacity in thofe who 
wrote them, of fome obvious difadvantage 
uncpir wli|i(h tl)fy laboured ;fbr ^^ininr to 
Mdmeans*of knowledge, h^ livihg either at 
too great diftjajice of tjoie after the tranfafti- 
ons themfelves, or of place from the theatre 
-^pf^Q^iL 'BuV lynp olVtlpefe^hijtf^ can b« 
^alledged iil^ueen MAnt's-itery. It had be- 
come a fubjed: of h^h difpute in her own 
time ; and hath been treated ever fmte, as a 
poiait^ tk^vVl^eft eoncerii 111 aU hiodern 
hiftory, by the ableft writers abroad and at 
Borne. Many havc^ made it ihelr peculiiaf 
caretofearclvput and prefei;ve whatever mo- 
Bumentft ^i^ciie^^cMne^^tbi^ thomght^tould bcj 
of ufe for clearing any doubts and otge- 
^jts:^a( Him thejrwajf}. while others 
Iwre lai4^ thenpielyes out to polled, publifh 
4o^pf^«rv^ ^ cbei icandalous libcl&i or fto- 
.rk^,:tl)ftt bad ever be^n trumped up« eidutf' 
\fy ji^m vflty> 49his>Qe4 h^r^. or thofe who 
nxviirdered her,. tO' foreen their own wicked^ 
nefsi Hence it. happens, that we ^re rzth^r 
<oiBerwhdmed:'with me^oifs^ and vo«ichers of 
thft feveral particulgr event* dgripg that pc- 
riod> than defeAive therein : Yet neverthe- 
lefs the hiftory itfelf, by this multiplicity of 
jarcing and incpnfiftem evidence* is become- 
rather 
% 
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fWhfey fitorfe'itiWfvctf^efpecinlfy tftat part of iti 
l^^titi^ t<>t4ift iH^fer of her fecbnd husband; 
^cf vrtietherlktf tv^e herfi^f kiAoccnt, orguil*- 
t^, »f ch^t fea, ' SoWe 'haJ^c always abfdlved 
hWy v^Mife dA^rs^ p^ffioniately condemn hei«> 
tttid.ipa¥^ n(«J W b<5ft<J# the mdft opproljrioita 
ktigite^-iipdJi^ilL whd pfefdme to' differ from 
tlftfdi* ' <^plttiW^ iinthia^kdble ds" it i^; 

The trtfth d^ thi^ nlattei* is> thd (^tiiecin^ 
«HTemies^ took thfe^ ftart of h^r friehds. They 
to€fc <^nly invehtifcd and fpread abi^oad this c** 
iiJiiAhy itpofii hef> but alfo in the: prefence of 
Quetett Elkdheti and her tommiffioners ia 
Sfig^iand, they-p^ov^d> fo far as their poGtive 
oaths coiild' ^Oi i?^o main points againft her^ 
littmefy; *^ That;-* Ihe was in the foreknow^ 
le^c; couhfel> d€fvite> atid perfu^ded and 
^* commanded that her husband fliould be 
**fl«?ardet-ed;' arid after that was done, foi** 
*^ tified afidiiftaintained the murderers :'* A« 
d%/**Thutl«the Eatl t>f £(^htt^ll feized 
^* h€!r pel'fon With bet own* <:oftfent> and by a 
*'ftpaji:ag«m df hdrovm coAtriyande," Both 
^lAth poittts'they did verify % Tome French 
ieit^fs which they exhibited' upoii oath ^ as 
ttJrfttfen witk her own^ hand, to the Eari of 
BatB-tvell : Whidh fetters were received by 
the Mnglip •cottitaiffiohet'S'^ cxainii0ed and 
■ 'J :- ' e €onv ' 

« jfVppcnd. p. 207. 
^ P. 141. 
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4 INTR01>UCT10IT^ , 

compared, once and again, with other kttert 
iinqueflionably written by Queen Mart ^, and 
.likewife with a tranflation of them into Eng* 
iijh^ that had been fent up by Murray to 
JEngland m the month of ^fi^^ that y ^r ; 
und no difference being by them found, the 
letters to Botbwell were all ingrofled in the 
memorials of the feflions of thefecommiflion* 
€rs, excepting one, of which afterwards. ' 

Was not this a very cautious and iblemii 
procedure ? Behold with what fcrupulouf 
nicety, and critical exaftnefs, thefe letters 
were admitted, and lb patiently collated once 
and again, before they were recorded ! But 
this being once done in fuch a court, where 
Queen Elizabeth herfelf, that bright ocdden- 
tal flar, pfefided in perfon ; at the fight too 
of ahunufual number of the nobility of O/^ 
England,, coaveened for that very purpofe; 
{heir wholp zGt% being drawn up by the di-^ 
refldcMi and afliftance of honeft fecretary Ce» 
cH ; and ^U the fundamentals ^(b well fecu* 
r^d.by the repeated oaths, and felemn prote* 
nations, of thefe godly worthies, the £arl^ of 
Murray and Morton, the firft proteftant Bi- 
Ihop of Orknay, the Lord Lindfiiy^ and the 
titular Abbot oiT)unfennUng;^ the bu(ine% 
feems to have been almoft over : For if ^. 
fortifications fo impregnable could be taken 

hj 

« Append, 235. 239, 351. ««. 
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INTRO'DUCriON. s 

by ftorm, and fuch fblid foundations blown 
in the air, what other fafe refuge could the 
peribns concerned expeft to find ! The Earl 
of Murray was fo certain of the truth of all 
that he laid to Queen Mary's charge, that he 
thought Q. Elizabeth bound by God's ordi- 
nance to put her to death for the murder of 
her husband, becaufe he wzs Elizabeth^s near 
kinfman, and born her fubjeft «. And Cecil 
was of the fame opinion, even '* that Q. £//• 
** zabetb was bound in confcience to anfwcr 
" the petitions of her fubjefts, in matters of 
*' blood, upon her fubjefts ; *>" that is, upon 
Queen Mary, for, in Cecilh language, fhe 
and all the people of Scotland were fubje£is 
to Elizabeth, by reafbn of her fuperiority o- 
ver that kingdom ^. Is.it to be imagined that 
the one would have petitioned, or the other 
fo foon refolved, that aibvereign Queen fhould 
be put to death, had not the force of convicti- 
on prefled very hard upon their tender con- 
fciences ? 

If the reader fhall defire to know, as it isi 
likely he will, how Queen Mary's comnriP 
(loners could be employed all this time, that 
they did not either refute thefe letters/ or, at 
Icaft, give in their objeAions againft them, at 
(hey certainly always eileemed them forgQ^ 
e 2 riesj 

« Append, p, aof, 
flbid. 
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4 JNTRO^UCtlON. 
ii^\ he may fiad m the a}>pe|i4Hc, that ^t'f 
were not idle; and in the foik>Wing brief ac- 
pount of thefe conf^renc^9, tte manner iq 
which they werein>ployed, is nurf ated in i&9 
words, and to thefe be i$ referred* But c^ 
xefutethe letters wa$ ahogetheur imfoffiblefor 
^hem, becaufe they could never obtain either 
a fight pf the pretejidcd origtniil?, or copie? 
pf thejn, altbo^ they often demanded them s 
at the Queen of fli^glajtti^s hands. Nay Eli' 
zabeth decUref) that Ih^e would receive proof 
pf Murray*% accufation of the Queen, his 
ft)vereign, before fhe were hej^rd for herfelf ; 
and really did fo. But a$ th|? particulars of 
jhat accufation were kept a profound fccret 
from Queen Mary and her commiffionerSi 
there was no remedy left them but (Imply tq 
deny. This indeed was done : Both the 
Queen herfelf *>, and her commiflioners in 
lier name, did abfolutely deoy that ever ihd 
Wtot^ ?9 any creature for fuch purpofes; and 
affirmed, that if there >yere any fuch writings^ 
they were falfe, feigned, forged, and invent- 
ed by Mi4rray^ Morton and their accompli^ 
$^ themfelves : And this they -undertook to 
j>rove, providing they might be permitted to 
f:ak$ a view of the pretended onigiiials^ an4 
ge? fO|Hes <rf'th^m; But aekherliie one^^ 

• Append, p. 382- 297- 308. 
\ ft a8^. 3^7. ^a99. i^t. j89. - 
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ri^w the otb^ir ^oujd ever be obtained ; m^* 
^ut which nocbbg could be done* 

It appears indeed by a letter ftiom the B|- 
fixopof Kofs to Queen EUzabefh,, dated the 
^Evii. c&T^e^ember 1568, that he had gpt ioi^e 
general account of the letters, and the c^^sa^ 
gents, by word of mouth, either from fein^ 
of the lEingUJb commiffioners, or> which is fa- 
ther more probable, from kcrct^y Maittandg 
ty which account, imperfe^as k wa«,hc point? 
out fevcral ftrong prefumptioins of the forge^ 
yy, and feveral marks of the infufficiency of 
the letters », but at the fame time fell into 
ibme fmall miftalces concerning them, as might 
be well expefted in one who argued froin bis 
memory, concerning wrkings of which he had 
only heard : So his obfervations went for ho 
fhing. 

Queen Maky and her commiffioners per* 
ceiving this double dealing, that thefe co». 
ferences, to whkh Elizabeth had urged her 
to confcnt, for pardoning her rebels, and ibei. 
ing reconciled to them, fo that they might live 
in fecurity,and ihe enjoy her kingd<wn in peace 
for the future, were & unaccountably carrie4 
on, to no other purpofe, but purely to her 
difl?.onour ; and the very means of dearing 
herfelf thus denied her, they refolved to go 
JO work anpthei- way, by which they might 

• |>rpV<f 
f Append, p, 389. , . ^ \ 
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t INTRO^UCriON. 

prove the forgery by inference, feeing they 
were debarred of the means whereby it could 
fcavc been done in the direA manner. They 
^ccufed Murray, Morton and their aflbciates, 
«$ the authors, inventers, and fome of them, 
the executers of that murder •, and engaged 
to prove that accufation aifoagainft them, and 
liftually began to colleft fome additional proof; 
for though they knew the matter from the be- 
ginning, and wanted not proof ^, the Queen 
had declined to take this method hitherto ; 
becaufe, as flie truly (aid herfelf, '* It could 
^* not fecm fit nor convenient to ftand before 
^' foreign judges to accufe them, and much 
** lefs to be accufed by them, they being of 
*^ fenders, &c.^^* tho' at laft by thofe wick- 
ed and ihameleis proceedings, ihe found her^ 
felf obliged to accufe them. 

Things had hitherto been carried on altoge- 
ther according to the intention and defire both 
of Murray^ faftion, and of Q. Elizabeth and 
her court : But this method of proceeding caft 
a heavy damp on all their fpirits, and thruft 
their nofes quite out of joint. Great was the 
ftfiront, that a Woman, in their own prifon, e* 
ven tho' flie was a Queen, aflifted by two 
fervants only, ihould, at fuch a critical jun« 

fture ; 

» Append, p. 471. 275, 273, 280, dSt^ &c. 389. ayjr. 
teS. 307. 308. 312. 320. 

* P. 213. 320. 358. . 

* p. 95. 1x8. 129^ X83. , . ^ ' 
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Aure> have fallen upon the only proper tfe^ 
xhod todifclofe their fecrets^ and difturb tb«| 
ichemes that, had been formed and purfued 
for feveral years, by people who thought 
themfelves the very prime politicians in diQ 
tvorld I and it cannot be denied but they had 
acquired feme qualifications, that are reckon* 
^ ed chiefly i^cei&ry to form adepts in th* 
(cience,by ^rM^king deeply of the potion that 
fecured di^m againfl; all ihanxe and qualofir 
of confci^nce. 

Various were the expedients thou^tof t5 
ward this deadly blow. They were ail pf 
them confcious. that the accufation was juft^ 
and therefore d^ie matter muft not be bro^ghtf 
to a trial t: Something however diuft be. at*, 
tempted to raife their fallen countenancesi 

Murray and Morton knew themfelves t^^ 
be principally levelled at; for which realbn^^ 
before the acculation fhould be fprmally pre-, 
iented, they bravely refolved that, the quc- 
ftion Ihould be. determined^ not by a full and 
fair hearing,, but. by a duel, to be fought^ 
not by either of them in peribn, but by pro-. 
:^y, Foi: this purpofe they engaged Patrick 
l^ord Lindfay, a very inconfiderate man, 
>yhom they ufed as a meer tool, to fend a 
challenge to Lord Herries, for accufing Lordl 
{t,eg^t Murray'^% Grace ajid his company, 

\ 
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ctftfie King's miitder j which lid did upott 

lord fkrries' trouM fight with none of 
ftirir pf oxierf on that occafioh. But only with 
A^ principafe ; bdcaufe, he' (kirf, '* It was 
'«^ mecticft ^« tt^aritors fliotild^ pay for their 
*pWn»t*cafi>tit^' But jMJrrrtoy and Morton 
Were tloo' tended df rilfeir own &ar skins, t* 
i^lingcr tftiem iri tdie like manntef as tlhey did 
Ijoi&LifiJ^^B^. ^hey therefore moft mean- 
ly applied to the Earl of Liecsfi^r, Q. Elt^ 
iiiktVk itiinton) for his affiftante to mollify 
%6^*Herries ; who thereupon ftnt Word i6 
tfattt iiobieitiari t^ tome to court that very day^ 
lipafi fbttic {mp6r*iinatefuit of the-Eatrl oiMur^ 
fhf/ Lotd^i^r/Vj abfdlutely refufed to fee 
MiM^pay upon any terms^ unlefe it fhotild be 
eHber to avow^the accufatioriy c>r the Cartels 
oxduBOiged that' dky betwijct hfttjf and Lind-^ 
^^9«^: of which h^ fent back copies? to Leite- 
7&r>' alS^ring hibn, that if bis prefence was 
wanted cm that acdount^ he filould not fait 
to come/ if God fpared his life> at the houi^ : 
that his Lordfliip fhould appoint ^ 

This^ anfwcr rtade the cafe flill worfe; 
Cowardice permitted not the good Regent^ 
or, his cotnpariion Morton , to fight, tho? they 
llptd begun the quarrel \ and guilt hindered 

then* 

^Append, p. 271. 

^ p. 373. 
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dbjem fironif Aanding the trial of the caufe. 
, . To rid them of thia perplexity, they had re* 
conrfe to Q^£liTaieti, who never had deferr- 
ed them in a diifaoDoiirable canfe,. or wick* 
edafiion^and diey never had occafion to ap- 
ply fid her ckq any other account : With her 
therefore they bemoaned their prefent hard 
fimation; and fhedid as much as ihe could to 
telievie them» But this ferved only to fix 
gulk more ciofely upon them : For upon the 
xidv.of December, in the C<HincitHchamber at 
HampMft<oun,theJ>iike ofNotfoUhAying^hx 
preTence of others of the Englifb commifllon- 
era, declared to the Biihop of i{^ and Lord 
Merries^ how " the Earl of Murray had be- 
^* moaned hkn to Queen EUzaheth and her 
f' council, thacit was come to hi& knowledge, 
^' how it was murmured and brilited> that he, 
^* and Mf cowfany, w^re. guilty of the mur- 
^^ ^V which (bey had^ laid to^ the Queen's 
V charge ; and he undet'ftood the fame had 
^^ proceeded^ from the <^een of iSf^/Aii^i^'s 
^* commiflioners :'' Therefore required whe^ 
lber>eithero£th^e tuxo would fo accufe the 
eoher pant^*'^* as if thathad not been avow^ 
edly dbne before ! 

^ The anAverwal in: greater readinela than 

th^/WieresOTarei; niwaelyi "That they had 

^ ifiat very day received the Qjieen their 

f miftrefi's 

» Append, p. ^50, 
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/' miftrcrs^d fpecial command tfe accufc them 
'< of that crime ; and would publickly do fo, 
*' in pirerencc of the QtuJcn c£ Englani zvA 
*' her council, defiring that they might have 
*' her prefencefor that effeft.'^ And the Bdxl 
day befftg affigned, they accordingly ioAxt 
cufe them of the King's murder, and fliewed 
their Sovereign^ inftruaions for their wai^ 
rant ; at the fame time they produced -her 
anfwers to Murrayh accufetibn, which he 
calls the Hk a; and their own anfwer to Im 
Iblemn proteftation. They likewife requirtl 
to have copies given them of. the writings -^ror 
duccd againft their Sovereign, to the end that 
they might con vift M^rr^jf. and his party, 
both of murdering the King,, and of forging 
.paper Sy. arid then fwearing them upo^ii hef, 
to palliate their own horrid aftions. - * 
- Elizabeth acknowledged that this- id^fird 
was very reafonabk, but tiever could bd J>ri- 
Vailed upon to grant it; and yet, which Ss alto- 
gether unaccountable, they ftifl gave 6litthat 
Queen Mary would hot anfwer « as to the 
crime of murdering • her husband *>, -eveif 
when they had in their hands her anfwer& co? 
all that they would allow; either lioJelf of 
her coinmiffioners to fee»-Neixher would they 
ever petmit that any enquiry. fhould be^madd 



« Append, p, aSx. 283. aSj. aSjjr 
• p. 296. 
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INTRODUCTION. rj 

into Murray^s guilt, in the murder of the 
King ; for upon a fecond application made by 
the Biihdp ofRofi and Lord Herries for thcfc 
purpofes, by their miftrefs's exprefs com- 
mand, Elizabeth anfwered *, " That it was 
^' beft Ibme appointment ihould be made be- 
" twixt the Queen of Scotland, her good fi* 
" fter, and her fubjefts :'' Although upon the 
xvi. oiDeeemher, (he had told them, *' That 
*' file could not think them good or trufty 
'* fervants, or counfellors, to her good fitter^ , 
*' who would labour her to appoint with her 
** fubjefts, at'this prefent, feeing their unnatu- 
^' ral behaviour fliown by them, in accufing 
" their own native fovereign :** Yet this was 
now become her own counfcJ, and had been, 
ever fince the rumour that Murray was to be 
accufedofthe King's murder, had difconcert- 
cd them all, Cedl excepted, who was never 
at a lofs ; " For, fays he, ^ tho' the Regent, 
*^ or any of his company, fliall be by her 
*' charged to be parties to the murder, and 
*' to her unlawful marriage, yet is that no 
" difcharge of her guiltinefs :'* As if the 
Queen had been to accufe them as par* 
tics or participants with herfelf in that fad. 
She never charged them as having any par- 
ticipants but amongft themfelves. Her com- 
miffioners indeed, upon the firft of 23^- 
f 2 ccmber 

? Append, p. 300. J p. 375, 
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14 INTKODUC'TWli. . 

tember, m their faemorial, drawn ^ m fome 
hafte, after they were made «G<|uakit«d widi 
Murray\ accQ&tioa cS their islft rels, had mtxt 
tboed the Earl <^ Botbwell as one. who \aA 
received a bond written by Murrafz party^ 
for that murder : But no fudi bond hadi 
hitherto appeared; and as there have been 
feveral ill founded tales told about it, of 
which afterwards, they (eem tUo to have fome* 
what raJOhly taken up with the vulgar re« 
ports. Certain it is, that no mention is made ei- 
ther of the Earl of BothwelU or of fuch a writ- 
ing, in any of their (bliowiog accu&tions of 
Murray^ % party before the Queen of England. 
The appointment which Q. Etlizabetb fo 
lovin^y and modefily propofed, was no otfaar 
than that Q. Maet fliould refign her crown in 
favours ofherfon, and live privatdy in JSiij - 
land. But that refignation being abiblutely re- 
fufed upon the 9th of January, the Eailof 
Murray and his accomplices got their publiek 
anfwer from the privy-council of England the 
very next day, not (o much to their miiid, as 
they ihemfelves then, and others fincc have 
|>reteaded, whatever private encouragemetit 
« rewards tbey received »• Thus were 
they fcreened, at that time, from having the 
horrid crimes proved againft them, of which 
they had Jbeenaccu&d by tbeir ySoverdgn. 

Tht 

L • Append, jij. b P, 3^3* 
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INTRO^UCTlDlf. jy 
The Bilhop of Rafs and Lord /fcrr/Vt 
complained loodly of this faareiEaood, partisd 
and wicked behaviour ;. and yet they knew 
only the one half. What would theylMivtK 
have laid if th^ had known the whole, and 
that all was carried on by concert betwixt 
Elizabeth and Murray, which they had en- 
tered upon before-hand ? I cannot indeed teU 
what they might have faid ; btit thefemottenB 
were concerted as follows : 

Queen Ma&y arrived m England upon the 
xvi. day of May 1568 ; and by the beg^ning 
of yufie the good R^ent Murray had made 
a voluntory offer to accufe her of the murder 
of her fecond Hi^band before Qneen EUza^ 
both • : Of which offer Eiizaheth was moft 
gracioufly jdeafod to accept, as appears by 
her letter to Murray, dated viii. day oijune. 

Murrey perceiving how agreeable his offer 
ivas, wifely took the opp<H-tunity of provid- 
ing for Ws own fecurity and fettlement, 
" becaufe, fays he «>, we would be moft bth 
*' to enter in accu&tion of the Queen, mo- 
*' tber of the King our Sovereign, and then 
*^ to renter in qualification with her ; for 
'* all men may judge how dangerous and 
« prqudicial that would be. Always, in cafe 
'• the Queen's Majefty [of Bnglahd'} will 
« have the accufation direaiy to proceed, Jt 

were 
• Append- p, 74. b p. 7 j^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 17 

^ agree with the copy, that then we prove the 
' caufe indeed For when wc have manifefted 
' and /hewed aU, and yet have no affurance 
' that what wc fend fhall fatisfy for probation, 
* for what ptirpofe ihall we either accufe, or 
-' take care how to prove, when we are not aC 
' fured what to prove, or, when we have 
' proved, what jfhall fucceed ? 

I nev^r yet could find the counter-tally of 
this tranfaftion on Queen Eliziiiietb^% part; 
There n, in the Appendix *, a paper by Ce* 
€11, cpiififting of anfwers to every one of 
thofe queftions. and doubts ; but it cannot b^ 
reckoned to have clofed the bargain, which 
muft have been concluded entirely inthetermi 
and manner propofed hy Murray,^^ may wtQ 
appear from this,;that thcEpigliJ^ coirimiffion- 
crs took the trouble to compare the pretend* 
cd French originals, with Murray^% pretend- 
ed tranflation t. It furely was nothing to the 
purpofe, whether Murrayh tranflation Vas 
found to be correft, or not ; Nor can any 
jBiadow of areafonbe cafily afligned, why 
they fliould have taken this trouble, unlefs, 
for compkating the bargain in Murray\ 
terms, they had firft refolved that, in cafe the 
originals Ihould agrte with his [tranflation,. 
they would fuftam them as full proof of the. 
accufation. 

Thus 
• Appcad,p. 8y. ^ P. ajj^ : 
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< Thus * was ibat ahomixu^e confederacy 
Conchided in the month of June, betwixt 
Qpeen Wtzahetb^vA Murray ; {o that there 
remained nothing to be done on his part« but 
to produce his letters>,and to fwear h<»ne that 
^y were Qwep MAEY'a bandrwritii^ 
!3Che only remaining difiiculty wa^ how to in^ 
duce the Queen u>confent to any hearing 
%s eistufeffoicj^ with her rebels. Much chicane^ 
fQd no final! time was employed in bringing 
ibk about, as is ^uHeen by a paper o£CeciP^ 
IHibliihed by Jamis .dnderfon «, m which, 
though It isftufied with difingendty, like all 
pitiless ffom that.band^ this is vtfinle enoughs 
At laftt Elizabeth dcclarmg^ that flie thought 
it meeteft that the differences betwixt Queen 
MiK&T and hex: fui^i^fi^ fliould^ be made up 
l)y 2u g^od appointment^ to which ihe would 
qantributc by \m goodofficci j.. that nothing 
was intended, but to reftoi« her to. her iWng- 
daminthrmofteafy and peaceable way, to 
reduce her rebellimiSL fubjeAa to. their due o* 
bedience,. ani to provide fuch terms, for thei? 
fecunity,;asaU.miglTt continue ina flate of tranr 
quillty ever afterwards; Maky- cpnfented*. 

But when Jkfi/rr^r^! came to 2l2ri,/i5eady to 
gy^.itt^his^accufation, he.beg^n tO' have fut; 
ther fcruples about the fufficiencyyof all the. 
fecurity he Had obtained, either for his coni^: 

tinumg 

* CoUeft. VqI. 4•^ I*. ^ / • 
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finiaing in the regency^ or even being affU- 
^edofbislifci He therefore laid hi$ doubts 
be&re the EngBJb commiliionets^ craving to 
hereidlved as to them, before he vrould ac- 
^ufe his Sovereign and fiftcr » ; And the more 
ta;it!cite and encourage ihemtaanfiver.his de- 
tmhds^ he employed four of his retinue to 
(hew to tbefe commiilionerSi in a private 
tnann^r/hid whole proof and evidehces. Biit 
their ahfwers did not prove ferisiGidory. 

in the mean rime the court o( England per^ 
ceiving thzt Murray^ s vv^fieels moved heavily at 
21?ri> all panies were' called up to London, fot 
thefunher profecutidn of the matter : And.Q* 
Elizabeth wrote to her commiffioners »>y 

* That the more willingly to induce them of 

* the Qrieen's part to come to London, who> 
^ lays flie> yf€ think will moft fufpeft the 
^ fame> we w^tild Iwre yoii to ufe all g6od 
' means, whereby the Queen may under- 

* ftand, that tlii^ our conference is intended 

* to take atvay the delay of time : ■ For 

* we .cannot fee any likelihood, butbythefe 
' means, how to cild this caufe in honour- 

* able fort, and mcit for all parties. ' 

. ^ In the dealing herein> ye fliall do well to 
f have good regard^ that none of the Queen 

* of Scots commiffioners may gather any 

g * * doubt 

*• Append, p. ija J3X. 136. ^46. 
^ P. 172* 
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* doubt of any evil fiiccefs of her caufe ; .but 

* that they may imagine this conference of 
^ ours principally to be meant, how her refti* 

* tution may b^ devifed with furety of the 

* Prince hcf fon, ^nd the nobility rtiat have 
' adhered to him, 6t.' Thus Ihe wrote xxj^ 
on the xvi* day of OBober ; and upon th« 
XXX, of that month her privy-council met, 
for fettling the form of their procedure at 
this conference} where it was agreed, that 
two queftions fhouldbe put to Murray^ ^ paiji 
ty, ' I. How they could anfwef * fuch mat* 

* ters as were contained in the reply on the 
' Queen's part i II. Why they did fortear 
' in their anfwer to charge the /Queen with 

* guUtinefs in the murder, confidering that 
' their party had always given out to thtt 

* world that flie was guilty ? Then, if they 

* Jhould be content tifiNiiew fufficient matter 

* to oroVe her guilty, "it was thought good/ for 
' many refpeils, that they fhould be aflured 
' that Queen Elizabeth would never reftorfe 
' her to the crown of Scotland, nor permit 
' her to be reftored, without fuch aflurances 
' as their party ihbuld allow to be good for 
« tbemfelvesf.* Which was accordingly dcme. 

The comraiffioners met firft upon the xxr. 
oi'NoDemier, and that day being fpent in 
cnteHiig proteftations, fhewing their conimiG 

* Append, p. 1 80. 
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ik>n$, admtniftring oaths^ and the like prelimi- 
naries^ tipon the very next day Murray re- 
4:eived from ch^ Englijh commiflioners a full 
and latisfaftory anfwer, in writing, to all his 
jdoiA)ts and demands ; and they received from 
hiita ID exchange his accufation of the Queen, 
which he had in readinefe, but would not ex- 
Mbite;; until it was, wfliered* in by a folemn 
|>role(lation^ in name of himfelf and compa- 
ny, / .That their former proceedings might 

* ferve. for a fufficient leftimony to the world, 
f how unwilling th^y had ever been to touch 
*' thek-So^ereign Lord*s mother in honour, 

* or to publifli, unto ftrangcrs, matters tend- 
:' ing to her perpet?;ai, infamy.—* That 
' (filcji was their devotion towards her!) rar 
^. ther than they would fpot her honcfty with 
^ the (bciety of that deteftabl^ murder, they 

* had been .content to fuffcr their .doings to 

* be-mifreprefettted, and themfelvcs blaz^ped 

* fts (rgitors ^nd rebels to their native Prince, 
f in- whofe perfbn they bad put hands unde* 
.' feirvedly. -That #<>fy ha4 ijc been for them 
*ta:bave wiped off fhcfe, and the like oh- 
f ]e£|ions wth a few -words, if they would 
Vlmve uttered matiers, whkb they kept in 
'*!fi<'^reforthe:l4^:Cgfi. [Pray, dafhoutthofe 
^ Uft bine moQ^fyUables, good reader:!] (or fo 
5 d^firpus wer^ they to cover her fliame, that 
f tfeey were cpntwt to bear a part of the 
•. r g 2 * burden. 
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^ burdcq, to ihrfr no fmall dangcrii— Tbfey 
^ well remenjbrecl what perfon Ihc was, whom 

* this matter chiefly touched, even the «o- 
' ther of the King their Sovereign, ^ndimc td 
^ whom, in particolar, the m^ part of thenpi 

* were bound for benefits received at her 
^ hands, and therefore €oul(i not but privately 
^ bear her good- will ; yea fp far, that if with 
' the perpetual exile of any one, or ^even 
f a number of them forth of iheir native counr 
^ try, they could redeem her honour, wthi 
^ out danger of rh§ Jcing's pprfon *nd whold 
f cftate, thpy affirm, (and it muft be r«»em- 
^ bred they are ftill upop oatfer) they v^ould 
^ willingly banifli themfelves to that tni ? 
f But then Scotland co}a\^ no Ioniser continue 

* to be a kingdorn, and tli^e profeflion of tru6 
^ religion would go to pot, &0.^ Therefore 
Queen Elizabeth was bourxi to put her tq 
^eath : And yet nothing of all this wa$«o be 
charged' to '^their accotmr, but wholly to t>e 
imputed to their adv^rfarie^, her -own com- 
miflloners, who, whatisver «hey. preti^nded, 
fufficientiy declared how little they cj^red 
what became of her, l^ prcfljng them to- kefee 
to that anfwer, which> it>w«4 knoWn, they had 
juft caufe to make, ijW w^tildinake in tie emf, 
{TLet fix*monoiyllableS'i!)orebe dailfeed 6Ut,3 
to her perpetual infamy ! Pov they had no 
4Q|ight all this lyhile to kmbpf^ d^dhonoured ; 

nor 
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nor came thfey wilHtigly to her accu&cioti 
for a crime fo^^odious, a<Jr^; 

Noir CO 0ne who cot&dev^f thai they had 
firft ptifAated their letters before their piivy^ 
Covmcih'inDie^mber the year 1567, «nd ha^ 
ving converted the aft ^f their council then 
made into m aft of tb«!ir parliament, which 
riiey b^d'prfnted in ^prii 1^6/8, had lent u|) 
their letters to London to be confidered, and 
^Jnade 9 bsirgpin about them, as wc have (een, 
in yun$f ^lid laftly iHewed them at York in 
Offober, it will appear to have required nd 
fmallrefeiution to enter this proteftation before 
thefe very men to whom they had communi- 
cated all before, even akhpugh they were 
friends. "Whether the height of aflTurance, or 
depth of hypocrify, doth predominate in the 
C%>mpo$tio<i ; of this pa per, is a problem to6 
feardfpr me; fo I leave the folution to their 
greateftradmirers, whofe ferious attention it 
claims in a mpre fpeciat'^manner. 

From this narrative 5f* the matter, it is 
manifeftihat Q. jE/Zz^f^^/i^, feeing (be wouM 
|»ve the apci|f?tion of Queen Mary direftly 
to proceed \ could employ none other than 
thofe who had ufurped her crown, and fcized 
tUher riehes, however unfit they were on that 
account ; beba^fe (hey only had proof, while 
few otlKts beUeved it ; and wa$ forced to ad- 

roh 
« Jjppend* p. 304) 205* } F» 7f » 
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nut the fame ^n as wicnefles to^ prove: their j 
own accufation^ for the fame reafoor Which | 
]beibg done* how could flie^ ta honour, ei- 
ther have expofed their chief evidences tb 
open view, or given opportunity to have fix- 
ed the King's murder on thefe s^ccnfers and 
witnefles ? The latt.er would evidently have 
annulled her bargain, and fpoiled alhhe con- 
trivanice : And the danger from expofing their 
proofs was not much lefs ; for bad they been 
.detefted to be forgeries, which fhe , certainly 
,dreaded, Rofs and Herries, who were thought 
Xo be too .clamorous before, would, upon that 
emergency, have been ready to rend the very 
-earth with their terrible exclamations. And 
i^ might have been ; fiifpefted, not without 
Xbaie fhew of reafon, that Hfrrii^s^s fword 
Avould no longer have lurked qiiietiy in its 
fcabbard, whether 'Murray or Morton would 
accept his challenge or not ; feeing no other 
reafonable redref^ CQuid be obtained/ 
. • But this dire cataftrophe was prevented, 
by keeping the letters out of the idew of e- 
very one, befides JMurray^s, p^rty end. the 
court of England : And thus they continued 
z profound fecret, till in the ye^r .157J> after 
Morton had heen'a fccond tih\e zt. London, 
with the Queen's filver box, and dieir letters 
in it, for a new conference, it pleafod Queeii 
JE^Uzabah and her mimfters to have them 

printed 
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printed at London, along with George Bucha* 
nan^s dete^on, both in the Latin and Scoftip 
languages. ^, and the next year in French'. 
Along with them there was pubiifhed a paper 
drawn up by Cecil to fupport their crcditybut 
moft falfely pretending that they had bced 
printed m Scotland K - 

For what pur pofe they Happened to be theit 
printed, we are informed \>y^Eiiizabeth\itT{t\f 
and her minifters, in their inftruAions in the 
year 1571, to one of her ambafladorsorrefi- 
dents in France^ for I have not at prefeht the 
beginning of that paper : But after many infig* 
nifitant arguments to be made ufe of for con* 
vincing the King q{ France^ that he ought not 
to interpofe on Qiicen Mary's behalf, wt 
have this remarkable prefcription/ ' — And 
' here were it not amifs to have divers of J?^'* 

* chanan\ little Latin books,to prcfent, if need 
' were, to the King, as from yourfelf, and 
' likewife to fome of the other noblemen of 

* his council ; for they will ferve to good ef- 

* feSl to dtfgrace her ; vjhicb mufl be done, he* 

* fore other furfofes can he attained-^. 

In this manner, and for thefe ends the let* 
tcrs were made known and (pread abroad iit 
the world by good Queen Elizabetby Iwt 
little to Queen Mary's advantage; fojrfhe 
herfelf had been long fhut tip in one prifon; 

and 
t Append, p. j/x. ^ p. 376.381. 
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and now the Biihop ofRofs her ambaflador^ 
was confined in another; fo that they could 
know Jirtle concefning the praftices that were 
carried on in the world. And had they even 
been at greater liberty, *tis poffible they might 
not have happened on an abfblute proof <^ 
the forgery from a printed copy^ Every ' one 
kncfws thM dtver&Jbdications of forgery may 
be difcovered ia*' pretended original writings 
wUdti muft be quite loft in a copy, whether 
writt^ or primed : Indeed had they been at full 
liberty^ as they ought to have been, it is not 
to bj9 doubted but that and many, other crimes, 
no leis heinous and execrable, would have 
been bf ought to. lights as the <^}een herfelf 
expreily fays »* 

But however improper dcdu(e<*s and cw 
dences thefemen were, and however prepo^ 
fierous and abfurd their method of proceeding 
was in reality, yet as in fome poiiiU^ it rcfcra«' 
bled the ordinary form c^ probation by writ^ . 
and a great deal of ceremony having been 
nfed as a cloak for concealing the want of (in* 
cerity and honefty, it paft with vt^eak* Undcr- 
fiahdiAgs as a proof, and has ftill been pleads 
ed ias fuch by perfons of deep prejudices^ and 
with fuch it will continue to be fo efleemed, 
until it fliall be quite dtfproved by clear evi- 
dence; and even then, fome .who have thei» 

under- 
* i^ppend. p. 298. ^ t 
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\»lihr and tfceii? t^isf i)f st pei*m^fe difpofition* 
Jvi;]!! never chaligif ifcfeii- q)mteii, or, at Icaft^ 
HOC' aickilo^le^ge 'ir, unlefs t\\ty could per- 
cehe • their kiierdft in doing (6* 
t^- • AU others^fitokirable penetration, eobndei**' 
ing the ddk conhexion i^at had always been 
'betwi»t <^iieen £/iZtf^^;^ and^Afcrrj/s parry, 
fuIpeAed this whdle Aorj as meer juggle 
and impofture ^ but the flronger evidences for 
the truth of their conje&ures having been kept 
fecretto this day, th^y could not flievr clear- 
ly that it a^ually was fo* They made exccp- 
tiosi againft the ftile of the liters, which in faft 
iliffers eattrem^ly from ^e Queen's manner 
of writing J and this, jc»ned vi^iA otbei^ pre- 
iuriipttdn^, farmsa.ftrcng Argument againft 
them ;:bttt few are capable ofpierceiving the 
foil force of it : And although a man be, for 
hh ^wn part, vi^ell perfuaded of a thiug of 
that xiyature, jbe will £nd it no ^^fy matter to 
perfuade others* 

. Thefe and the like difiiculnes have made 
fome of our ibwn countrjpmen look upon 
this matter as a kind of myfterious abyis^ 
which^ altho' they were perfuaded ithad once 
1^ bottom, yet did they doubt whether it could 
€SV6r hereafter ^e fathomed. It is therefore 
not much to be. wondered, if foreigners, like 
liifonfn JSayle^ or others of the like tafte and 

h corn- 
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-tompIesdotoV.dt) treat this a^air ais a remai^k- 
^able fouodauon: for' hiftorical PyrrhoiiiiStt. 
, Ncverthelefe it; may be feidl> .ibat more n&ght 
have been expcfted from lo high a pretender 
to reafon as Monfr. Pierfe J^yii^^ thAtitm 
conclude the jqueftion to he iindetehnihable, 
after he had run a parallel. betwixt the credit 
that is due u> George Buchanan^% fatires^ air 
biftofy^ call it: as ye will, ; and ffTiNia^ Cam* 
den^^ zniizh x>('Q. Eiizdifetk Was ic not 
-poflible . that both of them were in the 
wrong? Yea^fdrought that he knew, Cam^. 
4€n^$ crtor$, tho' few in comparifon, and. in- 
confiderable, .were all on the fame fide p£ the 
queftioa with Buciamaa^sVile&Qiomt Which 
for the moft part is really the fa£):; ; •* 

But perhaps this is all/that fca-eigners^ like 
JSaytJe p. cztt.^, who probably do not ^imagine 
. jth^t there arc better evidences - to im had • for 
. .determining thofe points : or> if they have any 
fuch notion; know not to whom they Ihould 
apply, or where to fearch for them. But it 
*wodid ill become natives of thk country, who 
have fairer opportunities for inquiry, as ha* 
ving more ready: accefs to indubitable docu*. 
ments of the- tranfaftions of thofe times, to 
put off their readers, or confume their owii 
time with prattle about the veracity or crei- 
difc of this or that hiftorian ; a method not to 
be borne with, except in matters of high an- 
tiquity, 
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ti^%!tyi m 'WhfcH perhaps -hotliihg tette^^ i^- 

• XfistBercifare^^vrpofecl in 'ih\^ ^allirea-* 
tV€, to g6 ta * Ae fountain-head/ and' ftwftly* 
ti) examme whatevi^f eVidenc^ Ih^ Queen's' 
CTOmies brought,€ither to cotitlfl: ker, op to 
vifidieate'therafeWes^ and as for the method, 
to ];>f-oceed on' tfecvfame plan wlikh the Queen* 
:Wdter commiffiohers appeair to ha vis chalk- 
dd'Out fof ffeenlfelves; W^^.iSirftto demons 
ftrafethie^ fo**g6ty of the pretended /letters to 
B^tbwell / land then t6 fheW tfeat^ Murray; 
JW^r/^;?, and-tfeefr-dsctomplices ^Mier^ the firlb 
coiitrivers> and ibme of them ilje^ re^l execn;-* 
lersbfiiiQ'm^ufderof the King* . - ::i 



tf.^^ ^ ^ ,, ^ 



--.-•.■■■ • zV- .■■■'- ■■ y ■;• • ■ ' 

tbe>\ J^ifiar^sf the Letters to BothweU 

THE Hrft mention that I hive met with 
of any wt\thig under the Queen's hand; 
Frdm which". lier guilt m the miitder of her 
•husband was faid to appear, is in a letter 
from Sir Nicholas, T^brockmorton to Queeri 
Etizdbetb, dated from Edinburgh the xxy, 
iiy6ijuly i J67, by which he acquaints her; 
fKat Morton and his aCTociates defigned to 
h 2 charge 
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charge their Qu^en, among; other thbgi;^ 
f with the murder of her liusband, of :wbi<^ 
' they faid they had as appreut proof agamft 
* her, as ij^ight be, as well by the teftimooijr- 
' of her oivn hiand-Writing, which t^ey ,had^ 
' recovered, as al(b by fuffipient wttn^0e9/ 
l^ow fome ^illbe 4pt to. think thait the^.JQtr 
ters to Bot}well are ifteant; by A'lS; Word* k^fti^ 
%untirtg : And, I confefe, I }P(mU alfi> hivo 
been of that opinion, /iftheyh^i notaffirjcn^d 
with the ftme breath, that they, h«id fufficient 
witnefles tpo; Had the <Jtoe4r> herfelf mmjt 
dere4 him,prbc3en prefem wft«l>:tibkedeed Wat 
done, it wa$ poflible fp bavie had Vf'mi&s ; 
but as that was not the cife^ J.t:;XurpafIeth aa 
ordinary capacity to imagine how they coul^ 
poffibiy have had them. It is to be further 
obferved, ^hat.howeyer fuffifiept^thefe witneC 
fes may befuppofed, yet tney'nMl rtceds have 
been guilty themfelves, as well as the Queen;. 
And thent6 hriothef viry hirdjqiieftlon irifts. 
What became ofthefe witnefles ? Certainly 
they could pot i>e extant upon the- ^tb day 
qf December that fame year;, for then <he 
matter having been fwfoned upon at great 
length, and with good deliberation, in their . 
council and convention, for fundry days, no 
pther way, or means, could be found, for yiii- 
flipafing tbemfelvesi pr acpttiin|;, the Qiieesi, 

bui 
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but the letters to fiotbweU only >• Now had 
there been fuch wicnefles, there would hiye' 
l>een one other way by them^ which could 
liot have been forgot^ v/faen the men wer^ 
reduced to To great ilraics. And of what fer* 
vicetheymig^t have been to the caule the 
Bext year ui J^ngland, every one muft fee^ 
who confiders that v/hs^C^ Elizabeth Y^ 
bent her \vhoie mind to blacken Q. Mart's 
oharadter, under the pretence of friendfiup, and 
of giving her Mliftance, Ihe was of neceflity. 
obliged to receive both for accufers and wit- 
m^fles, thofe moft open and notorious rebds, 
and traiirors, who had impriibned their SovC'^ 
reign's perfon, ufurped her rpyal ^uibority,and 
feized her whole riches and revenues ; in the 
fofleflion of all which Elizabeth was by com^ 
m£l to maintain them for their pains> as baih 
been Ihewn« The tranfaAion^indeed muft hstf e 
been infamous at any rate^ but not to fo evident- 
a degree, if there had been other fufficient wit« 
nefles than thefe accufers, who were thereby 
both to have their lives and eftates fecured, 
which they confefs they had forfei te d,and to en- 
joy thofe rewards ofthehigheft nature befides. 
By the fame letter we learn, that they theit 
accufed the Queen of two other crimes ; the 
firft whereof was * TTHANNY^Tor violating 
f ^tb their comn^on and ftatute laws^, a»d^ 

' namely, 
• Append, p. 1J3. ^P. ^i.<2. 
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•-namely, for the breach bf 'thofe ftatiitcs' 
*^ which were' enabled in her abfence; and!;. 
^ confirmed by Monfri de Randart, and Monfr, " 
^ V Oifel, m the French King her liusband's' 
' name and h^rs.' They mean th^ afts pf 
their pretended parliament ijtfo. But fh thcf 
firft place, Meflfrs, V^ Randan zniTf^Oifel 
had no fuch commlffion, elthdr frdm the King 
^ France^ or from her. Secondly, they had' 
both^eft the kingdom before tliefe 'pretended 
ItwB wet-e framed. And in the thir^ place,' 
not one of chiefe pretended ftatntes was ever 
ratified Or held as law, till Murray got two of 
them confirmed in his parliament in December 
iy^7, after the Queen was in prifon. " 
' A third crime, which thriy faid they were 
t© lay to her charge, was ^ incontinency, as well 
^ with the EavY q{ Bothwelll as wirii others, 
i?httving fufficlent proof agamft her for that- 
berime.' As they never vnntei Jufia en t proof, 
it h much they did not run over the deca^ 
k)gue, and iafcribeto her every (pedes of crime; 
Their proof is to be feen inG. Bucbanaf^i 
deteaion », that extraordinary- performance^ 
which Q. £//ztf^<?/A was fo good as to dilperfe- 
diro' France ^. In it we have fuch a fenfefefs 
inconfiftent ftory about the Qiieen, and dame 
fieres, Margaret Garwood znA Bothwell, and a 
Wiwdow, and a belt, and every thing, either 
i" * within 

• Append, p. 62. *> Snprt, p. 25. - .. 
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•^withtn' doors or without, deatljr ^en in a 
jdark night, by thofe who were Dot prefent, 
as hasicarccly any parallel iti other romances, 
ciren the moft abfurd. Yet he proves all by the 
confefCon of a dead ihan, to wit, GtQfge 
^algleijbf which, lays he,: yet remains on 
record I although, in that confeflion thete is 
liot pne fingle word of the ftory ♦. But if the 
,dead man's confeflion will not do, the Queen's 
own will certainly be fuffident, for, we have 
JBucbananh word for it, (he confefled it her- 
•felf. A reader who is not acquainted vrith 
Mr. Buchanan or his books, wiH be apt t6 
think, that as fhe was a Roman CatlK>lick, 
this confeflion had. been made to ibme kna- 
viihMittle prieft> who had thus revealed ic ah 
gain. But that was not the cafe ; the C0i>- 
jeffion was made to the moft ghoftly of aH 
ghoftly fathers and mothers, even to the 

- gopd Regent the Earl of Murray, and his 
dear mother the Lady Lochlevin. Mr. M^ 
tbanan^% word will be fufficient to make this 
ftory pafs with (bme weli difpofed people ; 
but, for the cbnvi&ion of others, it, were to 
be wiflied that Murray had fworn to the 
truth of it, or elfe had put it into T}algleifi\ 

, confeflion: For to aj[Hrm that it was to be 

found there, when it is not, has an extreme 

ugly afped. 

Was 

* See Anderpm^t CQlIedlions, vol. 2. p. 8. and 173, 
compared with the appendix. 
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34 Tbc Hijl$ry if 

IIV^M k not rpn^what ut^ucky, that the 
Qoeea's hand-wricing Ihould ho^e been firft 
mentioned «octf>ngjft fomapyabfiirdiues and 
.ftlfiiipods? And dcMth oot that givea haftdlefar 
fofpe&iog thia proof to have been as ill found- 
ed aa the reft? It. will perhaps be a^ed. Why 
all this ado about memionit^ her writuigsin 
July iS^l * P^ *^ ^^ appear from the a& 
c£Murrayh privy<ouncil in SefUmber i^6^p 
thiit they had got them in June the prcceed* 
ing year*? It is fb iaid there indeed : butbow 
lure we to know whether that tale has more 
truth in it than their former ftories ? In any 
fveiil this letter of T'hrockmartonh is fo far 
uC^ul^ as it dire^y confr6nts their holy pro^ 
Idftation, that they always declined to pu^ 
VUfli this matter to {lrangers>> and thus fhews 
l^ov much credit is due to their alTertiona^ 
even when upon oath. 

The letters feem to have made their firft 
«ublick appearance in Murtay\ privy-couft. 
dl, in time of a convention upon the iv* day 
^^ecember 1567 «. 

They were next produced in Murray*% 
parliament that fame month ^. 

Thirdly, there was a tranflatton of Iheriiy 
(as Murray calls it) fent to London^ to be 
confidered by the council there, in the begin- 
ning of y«/7^ 1568. 

The 

t Append, p. 90. *» p. 204. < p. 63< ^ p. 66. 
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the LfitiffsmlS6thv,ell ^f 

lPb'6 rottrtB'tlme of thdr appearance was 

Murray iwhk pHvy cdWniit *> »vi. S^ftim^et 

'They W^-l^vfli^wfei {iriyitftfely tb the JE^;^J^ 

r#^&t^lh«5tf;'k«ffD^%. Whcf^ WaS Mr . C?iW7fg[^ 
£i/rAtf#r^;?; uponi ttie'jf. A^y oPOShifet lydS *^ 

They wefe^ pfodticed before the Englijb 
CdtnWifflonefs at £(?//<&//> tipdft the vSL da^ of* 
^ecerf^er iy6^'/and by thtlii examined, com* 
pared a?nd recorded <?« • 

TheJr ' laft-publick apfJedfaf^der liVas in 1;^^ 
«(?Af*s pfjvy-fcbUftcJilj wheH tfiejr were re-delu' 
vered to JM^rUiif then going vy London, up 
on theWn-dayof'yff;fi/</r/i57t, and (here 
ftMb they were entered Upon record K 
Bui nmther the pretended originil^^ nor ehhei* 
of tKefe records* can be found at ptefent, the? 
no (fnillenquli^y bath been made after them. 

M(^ton had gdt the originals again into his 
hands^, and \^hh him they ^ remained, until he 
Was aC€ufed of the king's itttirdet>' upon the 
kvii, oiJanMy 1581* After if^hidi the Earl 
o£\Jngus, as his heir by tail; having 'taken 
the infpcftidn and charjge 'of his effeGk, tXL 
theifluef of his. trial Ihould be feen, the box 
mi letters fcii itito his^ hand6> and dill was 
. • i ■ ■ ■ : • kept" 



» Append, p. 90. ^ p. 1 39. I42.' 
^ F* ij. ^35. 35a. 356. **p. 9J» 
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3^ The Hiftory of 

kept by him and his fucceflbrs ; -for I find* at! 
anonymous hifl6tianwho wrote about the t€r 
ilpration oi^lisfkg Charles Jl^ affirming chdc 
the box and letters were at that time .to be 
feen with the Marquis of Douglas ; and it is 
thought by fome, that they are ftillin that fa* 
mily, tho' others fay they have fince been feen 
at Hamilton* What pity it is that they are 
not (ought out and engraven on brafs ! 

Hence it is not eafy to account for what we 
read in i\icNaui4tana,i\\vx Gahriel Ndudefzw 
thefe letters at jRp;»^* If a printed copy is 
meant, it was no ftrange fight, nor was it ne- 
ceflary to go to Rome for it ; and the pretend- 
ed-originals were not to be feen there, in his 
days, wherever they may be now. H6 adds^ 
" Thar, for his part, he is wilKng to believe 
'^^ all that Morifr.rf^Ti^i/ ^t\i, Buchanajn have 
^*Ciidofthe Queen to be very true,'* A 
raih dedaration to come fo abruptly from t 
man of fehfe ; it favours much of an inter- 
polator's, polluting hand ; andthefe jina^^tt 
known to be of little or no authority. But how* 
ever it came there, it refleasHttle honour on 
Mr. Naude. Every one knows that there were 
fuch letters/ whether he faw them or not: 
But, unlcfe he could have ihewn that they 
were the Queen's, own, this declaration ia 
fooUih* Yet as if it were to the purpofe, we 
fee it taken hold of it in a hodge-podge of irq.- 

pertinence 
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she Ijftkri ip Bothwell. 3 7 

pertinence and blunders of divers people a- 
mafled. together, and lately printed at Ahef'^ 
deea,on accoantxhiefly, at it would feem, of 
tn obifcenewoni, which in the hfaud^ana^^^ni% 
in a. dead kngMage:; but. they ;haye tranflated 
it, and infill. oa it; thereby difplaying the Irti* 
purity,, as well as the malice^ of their hearts. 
Who can but pity that poor weak Man, who 
is ufed as a vehicle for tranfmitting fuch rot^ 
ten wares* : and thereby expdfed to be lb mi* 
ierably» pelted, inftead of tha proprietors ! 
.. The records thitt wire. made of thefe let- 
ters would^be-of little more ufe than the 
printed copies, for the: difcovery of the forge- 
ry ; (a that we need hot he very aflscimis about 
thrcm^ vThc extra&s from ihem of fuch para- 
graphs as were thought moft to the pvtrpofe, 
by the £/7<^///& commiffioners, are ftill to be 
feea *• The letters were printed at London 
m die 'year 15J71, at the end of Bucianan^s 
dcte£lioh, three >in Latin, and all in the 
Scottifi^ langttage, where they ftudied to pre* 
ferve the Scottifi diale^E, that they might 
fsstm to bavenbeen publiihed in Scotland, as 
C^cil gave out ^; but their anxiety in that mat* 
ter, made them ibmetiraes- miftake the older . 
JS;3fjf ///5l fyllabicatbn for Scouijb, putting nai 
ior^noi, and the like« and thus betrayed them* 
felves. 

la Th« 

« Ap|»cttd. J. J48. 150^ *^jp. J74i 
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|8 Tie JU/hry0f 

The firft edUion of the deto^oo.imd le^ 
ters in French, was .alfo pttbllflied at I^h 
4on, though it >baars ia itbe title-page that 
|C was printed, at Edinburgh by Thomas 
fFifhem, ^s appears from it«- giving, an ap» 
Qount,/hl. 92* of thfi.exficuitibaof: Jlftf/ifli^ and 
J^Arney, wbicKit iays happeneA.in f he begins 
ning qf that year 1572. Npw thofe ^men 
were hange<l,drawn aqdijuaiteredt according 
to the EngUJh fcfhion, iipwi the 1 ^h day lof 
February tb^t year, for treafoh ^'gaihft Cecils, 
and the printiug. of: that .book! wal finifh'ed 
yf)pnthe thirte^ath :day!orjthpffnme moBtb,' 
^8 it teftifiesitfelf ; and tbefefote pnaft have 
been done at Lottdon^ apd not zt>Edinbw^gh^^ 
. It ;^a^ a: ccmmon cu{loBi..tn) ihofeiajRs; 
that when -^e EMgliJk ^ouirt tbt^Hght proper 
p pvib^ih any fQandalouii bocifcs^ or pamphlets^ 
fhey ojade the ptje-rpages bear tha^t' they were 
printed in Bc^tUnd ; fiich a^ Tt^fe iedi^ions ef 
tliQ d^tejaioii : the: books i^e/urvri^ufi QaJ!" 
lUis : X^e R^hlj0yna4in,'b{ft\:^vf[ Fre/i^k^ohi, 
in Latin, yuniys J^ifutus^ &c. 

In the ikne^Y^r^i^^i) the ^eftien aa4 
letters ymf> pubiiflied at .!^f.:u4miM^ in 
i^dotland by Ribkrt L^ckj^nevikj whidb ^at^t 
sdnderfin would impofe nEpbn us'aa^he^^dle? 
4Ulon, ^% alfo (hat it had fa^hltcahflafied &oii^ 
the Latin by Mr. Buchanan himfelf : Natfaep 

of 
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ihe Letters i^/BothwclL 9^ 

^F which is tr lie. That they had been fptinV' 
«d in England before that ^ime,ias was faid 
jlrqady, wc learn from nAkxander Hay*%\txttt 
io Kno:c ^, darted the xiv. day of December 
ISJi : And that the tranflation was made by 
Ibme other perfon, who hath not . always 
rightly apprehended the true meaning of the 
Litin, could be made appear at great length. 
If the matter. Ntere of any moment: But> 
whoever wants to fee the truth, may find fomc 
AJcamples im Mr, T*homas Ruddimanhtioltt 
upon that work. All thefe- editions were coh- 
fultcd in printing the letters in this book. 
. It is to be obferved, that the^edUions ii^-iK^ 
Scottijb language have eight letters, an^ thi 
French only feven. Mtirray aftually . prefent* 
fd eight b before the ^nglljh commi/Eoners, 
but they did. quietly rejeft one ofthatnum* 
ber, and accepted of the other feven <^ only. 
Hence that one is, wanting^ m the editjonia 
French, which was certainly publilhed .^ 
London by Cecil, notwithftanding all his dif* 
fimulation^nd aflfertions to the contrary, either 
ip thei book itfelf, or elfewhere «*. He it was wlai> 
drew up the fupplemcnt at the end of it againft 
the Queon and JDuke of.NcrJili, and had all 
in readinefs to be publilhed, how foon the 
Duke flxQuld be beheaded, which, as he ex* 

pcfted 



« 
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peftcd, fliould have been upon the nth day 
oi February ^ I ^j 2. But that matter being 
put oflTforfome time, to his great grief, he 
bad a few alterations to make, and thus the 
book was finifhed at the printing-houfe only 
upon the 19th of that monthf 

C HAP. 11. 

Mnxxzy's Troof of the Letters tt 
Bothweli examined. 

A^F all the evidences that were foun4 
V-/ out for proving the letters to be the 
Queen's own writing, the firft in the propei^ 
natural order, though not in time, is a fort of 
ftipulation betwixt Murray and Morton, \xx 
their privy -council, the xvi» day of Septem^ . 
ber 15^8, before they fet out for England ^^ 
by which Morton delivers up to Murray the 
box and letters in it ; and Murray, in return, 
gives him an aft of council^ for his exone- 
ration, containing an ample teftimonial and 
declaration, '' that Morton had all along 
*^ truly and honeftly kept the faid box, and. 
** whole writings and pieces within the iaihe^ 
<* without any alteration, augmeiitation, or 

*' diminu- 

« Digget's ambaflkdor; p. 1^6.. * « 

b Append, p. 90. '. - 
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Letters to Bothwell examined. d^i 

'' diihiriudon thereof, in any part or portion}^* 
then obliges himfelf to make them all forth- ' 
coming for the benefit of all concerned. I 
call this the firft evidence in the natural order^ 
becaufe, although they had been the year be- 
fore produced both in their council and parlia- 
ment, tiiere had never been any mention made 
how or when they got them. Thib dejficiency 
is now made up; for in this aft we are told> 
*' that they were found '^^ith th€ lite George 
"' HalgUtJb, fervant to the Earl 6t Bothwell, 
" upon the x^, day of June i$6t.^\ And thus 
all is well, had we been told who found them. 
■' But here it comes naturally to be queftion- 
€d,howil/ffrr^or his council, and efpecially 
he himfelf, who was in France at the time, 
could fo readily and roundly atteft, either that 
this box and letters were found with "Dtf/- 
gleifhyx ^2xMorton hadfo honeftly prcferved 
them all that time, without any manner of 
change or alteration ? This feems repugnant 
to common (enfe, and is fb far from anfwer* 
ing their purpofe, that • it affords the molt ve* 
hemeiit prcfumption of fraud. 

Their afts of council and parliament * in 
"December is6t, may be reckoned another 
of their evidences* for they cannot well be ^ 
counted feparately, "becaufe their aft of par- 
liament is nothing but the fag-end of their 

aft 
* Ajipcnd. p. 6%. 66. 
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44 Murray^^ Proof of the 

Z&; of cotincil ; which council was held {oi 
dovifing before-ha:nd ' how and by what 

* means a* full and perfeft law and fecarity 
f might be obtained, and made, for all theft 

* who either by dded^ counfel or {ubicriptiofi 
' had entered- in their caufc 'fince the be- 

* gmning. And> the mitter being, larg^ly^ and 
^ with good derd>eration reatfbned ait great 
f lengthy and upon fandry days> at laft the 

< whole }ord»i barons • and^ others* could find 
\ na other W£ty or means to find or make the 
^ faidfecuHcy^ but by producing thefe lettersf; 
^ which^ they^ declared^ they were moft loth 
? to do^for the love they bore to the Queen's 

* peribri^ who ivas oncjt their fovereign, and 

* for the teVercnGC of his Majefty/ whofe 

* motbet fhe waSi atvdalfb on account of the 

* many gpod and exalleni gifts tvkertwith 
' God fimefim0 tkdukd hetf if other wife the 
« fineerityrof their intention^ dnd proceeding 
' fpomthe beginning might haire been known 
'to fore^n nations, and the inhabhants of 
' this ifle (of whom many as yet remained 
' in fufpence of judgment) iatisfied and refot 

* ved of the righteoufiiefe of their cjuarf 6l j 

< and the fccurity of thcmfelves and their ^ 
^ fterity, by any other means, could have 
' been provided and eftablifhed.' 

Behold how lucky a hit tins, that it fhoulcl 
have chanced "Dalgleijb to be apprehended 

with 
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With th^ letters>,at. a time of fo great diftrefs. 
Thole they prpduced in parliament, and ob- 
tained fecnrity in. their own very terms, with 
thci alteration of only one finglc word, but a 
moft . cruel and unlucky word it was> and 
might have u^ndone all. 

In their aft of .privy-council, which they 
prefented by way of petition to their parlia- 
ment,, they had affirmed that the letters were 
Written and fubfcribed by the Queen^s awn 
hand : But when they came to be produced 
before the parliament, O miferable negleft ! 
the fubfaiption bad even been forgotten to hb 
lidded ; and when they had once appeared 
thus pubiickly without it> tould never after- 
wards be fupplied : And both the fcal, it feems^ 
and indorfation had been forgotten alfp ». No 
Very inconfiderable defefts ! 

The Parliament therefore could not find 
them to have been fubfcribed by her ; but 
they found them to be holograph ; for inftead 
of faying they were 'written and fubfcribed 
with her own hand, as the aft of council has 
it, they fay the letters v/exc tarhieni</iolly 
with her own hand ; and all the reft of the 
aft is in Murray^i own or his council's Words. 

It may be faid that it was proof enough, if 

the parliament found them to be written by 

her, altho' the fubfcription was wanting. But 

k who* 

« Appencl. p. 389, . 
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whoever will objeft this, ought firft to fatisfy 
us how papers, which upon the iv. of 2>tf- 
cember are affirmed by an aflembly of twen- 
ty eight perfons, tQ have been fubfcribcd, 
came to appear thereafter not to have been 
fubfcribed, nor ever after pretended to havfe 
been fo by thofe very perfons themfelves, 
when fo often mentioned ». For though this 
circumftance may at firft view appear final! 
' and trifling, any thinking perfon who mature- 
ly confiders it, will perceive that they had dd- 
figned to have prefented their letters to the par- 
liament formally fubfcribed by the Queen, by 
what ever mifliap it fell out that it was not 
done; and then it will become extremely 
hard to believe that any of thefe letters had 
been written by her, any more than fubfcri- 
,bed, even.although the parliament had fworn 
to it. 

, If any body fiiall exprefs their amazement 
how the parliament could have allowed an 
aft to pafs in thdr name, in which it was faid, 
that thefe letters were wholly written by the 
Queen's own hand ; I refer them to the rea- 
fons given for their conduft in that matter by 
. 'a numerous afTembly of the greateft perfona- 
ges in the kingdom, of whom many were 
there prefent, viz. * There was nothing done 
'* in their parliament that might prejudge the- 

Queen^s. 

a Append, p. 67. 87. 92. 235. ^ - '.'*^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



f Queen's honour in any fort, hei* Grace ne- 
' ver having t)C^ 'called nor accufed ther«- 
/ of: for what Was done was' not to declare 
' bi^f: Grace guilty of any crime, whicli of 
/ reafbn noways' could be done againft h©r 
' JVIajefty uncalled ; biit only- an aft made 
' for fafety of themfelves from forfeiture, who 
■* treafonably had put hands on hefj Majefty's 
/ moft noble perfoa,andimprifonyedher Grace, 

* only founding their proceedings upon jufl: 
' meaning, as they alledged ; which fundry 
/ noblemen who were her Qrace's favour? 

* crs, then pref^rit, bore witbaU tnoft prin- 
' cipally for fafety of her Grace's life, which, 

* before their coming to parliament, wa^ 

* concluded and fubfcribed by a great part 
^ of thofe who had feized her perfon, tp 

* be taken from her in moft cruel manner, ^s 
' is notorioufly known; fuppofe fundry of 

* the noblemen, partakers with themfelves, 
' refufed to fubfcribe the lame, or confcnt to 
' her death in any ways.. 

^ And in cafe any fuch aft had been made, 

* the fame cannQt prejudge. her Majefty in any 

* fort, in refpeft they had no lawful po^er to 

* hold a parliament. And alfo it is againft all 

* laws and rcafon to condemn any creature on 
' life, until the/ be firft called to ufe their 
^ lawflii defences, or, at leaft prefented in 
'• judgment and heard. 
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* And Ukewifjb it is againft dl kws tind Tea- 

* fon,and alfo it was never feeninpra£):ice, that 
^ ever the fubjefts were judges of the Prince^ 

* but fhotiid alwa3rs obey them, 2:ea, albeit 
^ they be wicked, as the fcripture declares »*. 

This is the true ftate of the mattec We 
lee by their own petitbn, drawn up in their 
council, that jhey defircd to have it cnafted 
thus and thu$y only as a full artd perfeft law 
and fecurity for therofelves ai\d their pofterity ; 
which thiey affirm they couid hot devife by 
any other means, Murray with twenty feven 
of his fattUites pr partifans, who were all 
•petitioners for it, and fo ought not to have 
t)een prefent, fat and voted for having it paft; 
and all who favoured the Queen were obliged 
to cpnferjt to let them have that fecurky, in 
their own terins, left tb^sy Ihould murder 
her : which fomic of them had concluded t^ 
■have been done, and had fubfcribed a cove- 
nant for that end ; and G^arge Buchanan^ 
whp that very year had been moderator of 
the general aflembly of the kirk, had by this 
time prepared his dialogue de jure regni, for 
Jiiftifying all theie purpofes, from which one 
ipay well learn what was in agitation. 

If it Ihall feem ftrange thaj any of thefe men, 
who (b amply teftificd the great love and good- 
y^\\l that they bore to her perfon, on account 

; of 

f Append, p. 3 54. 360. 
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of her high rank, and many good and excel- 
lent gifts and virtues, fliould have been at the 
very fame time confulting and covenanting 
to cut her off; there is nothing m this more 
than- the fame perfons did over again the next 
year, while they declare their devotion, pri- 
vate afledion, and good wiflies towards her, 
both for private and publiek refpefts, and ac- 
knowledge the moft part of them were bound 
to her for benefits received at her hands ; and 
^etin the fame paper will have Q. Elizahetb 
to crave her husband's blood at her hands, 
as being bound (b to do by God's ordinance «, 
«^nd at the oext meeting, Elizabeth and they 
together prevailed with that weak man the 
Earl of L^mcc to give in a petition to the 
fame purpofe ^. And this may fuffice to fhcw 
that there are no great things to be built upon 
thefeafts of their council and parliament: Not 
to infift that men of as gre^t judgment as were 
among them, affirmed that the letters were 
none of her writing c. 

It is ftiU to be kept in remembrance, that 
thcfe letters had paft both in their privy-coun- 
cil and parliaitient, without any account given 
how, or when they fliouId have come to their 
hands. ^algUiJh vi^as then alive, and poffi- 
bly might have denied that ever he had them/ 
But he being put to ^ cruel death amongft o- 

others, 
? Ilppcnd. p. 20f. b p. 208. « P. 3^t. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



48 Murray^ Proof of thf 

others, m January following 1568/ the box 
was faid, at its next appearance to have been 
found with hito, upon the xx, day o^Jum 
1567 : But by whom is not faid,.in either of 
the two Receipts that are granted for it ». It 
would feera Halgleijh had not been appre- 
hended by Af<?r/^» himfelf; and thence would 
arife a chafm in the progrefs of the letters, 
which, as is commonly received^ was from 
the Qiieen to Nicholas Hubert ^ or French 
Paris, who gave them to Botbwell, who 
gave them to Sir James Balfour, who gave , 
them to Dalgleijh, from whom they were ta- 
ken by Norton, who. gave them to Murray^ 
after he kept them truly and honeftly for 
near xv. months, as Murray bcareth wit- 
nefs. But that ever Sir James Balfour had 
them, or that Morton had them from DaU 
gkijb, no man is warranted to lay, by any 
original accounts of them that appear at pre- 
sent. They muft have part through as many 
hands at leaft, and probably more : But here 
we are. as yet in the dark. Morton^ decla- 
ration of the manner how he came by them, 
which he exhibited before xht Englijb com- 
iniffioners upon the ix. day of T>ecember 
1568, ought furely to baye cleared up this 
matter, which perhaps it may do afterwards, 
for at prefent it cannot be found. ^ 
, , Were 

• Append^ p. ja 91.. t . ' -il * 
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Were people at liberty to form their judg- 
ment concerning the matter from fuch fliort 
•hints as occur, it behoved them to conceive 
of it as not a little myfterious. Thus the Eng- 
///<& cominiffioners, after Murray*^ deputies 
hadinftrufted them^rivately in thefe matters*, 
upon thd K.'d^y ofOSoier, ufe the follow- 
*ing words, in relation to the manner how the 
box, &c, was found : *' The manner how 
'* thefe men came by them h fuch as, it 
'*' feemeth, that God, in * whofe fight mur- 
**' der and bloodlhed of the innocent is abo- 
^' minable, would not permit the fame to be 
''hid, or concealed/' Something very un- 
common IS always hinted at, whenever this 
affair is mentioned K 

As the whole ftrefs, in a manner, of the 
caufe depends fundamentally upon this decla- 
ration (for without it, what would all the reft 
fignify ?) we muft allow that there has been 
fomethingin it. Thereis indeed an obvious and 
weighty objeftion, Morton had always been 
in a confederacy with the enemies of his coun- 
try, and partaker in its fpoils,both before, at, 
and after the reformation ; and was one of the 
principal aflaflines when David Rizio was mur- 
dered, and the Queen fo horribly abufed, and 
made prilbner; that he .was alfo one of the 

con- 
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contrivers and executers of the. king's mur- 
djer; and, laftly, the ringleader in inapri* 
fowDgthe Queen in Locblevin ;. therefore his 
oaths and deck rations could hardly have been 
regarded, or accepted, in any caufe, far lefs 
in this, could his dngle teftimony be received 
for the bads of the whole fabrick. On the o^ 
tber hand, it is. to be confidered, that if thefe, 
or the like objections, fhould have been allow- 
ed of, they would have debarred all the reft/ 
as well as him, fcom bearii^ teftimony in this 
caufci^, as. they had been all more or lefs con- 
ci^rned in the iagie tranladtions; jby which 
m^ans. our famous letters would have been 
rendered c|uite inHgnificant^ and we fhould 
alfo have been deprived of the declaration by 
Murray and all the reft of his conimiffioner^ 
ihe. next day/ which may beefteemedas the 
capital: of all« It. is in thefe words i 

*^ We, ^ by jhe tenor hereof, teftify, avow 
*' and affirm/ upon our honours and con- 
'* fciences, that the whole mifllve writings, 
" fonets, obligations and contraftsy are tin- 
" doubtedly the faid Queen's propef hand- 
«' writ ; except the contraA in Scots, dated 
^' at 5^/^^ the v. dayof^pril 1567, written 
'^ by the Earl of iii/;?//y, which alfo we under- 
" ftand and perfedUy know to be fubfcribeJ 

by 

a Append. P* 9a. 
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Letiifs /* BofhWeli ixdrAthel fi 

^'byhdf, khivnll takfe thd faiii^ apbh cilf^ 
^* Koti'd'iifs arid eohftiericefe, ejrr. 

Jftif no riiatt o'light to cterlbatl his cori- 
fckricd ; Utid "whotvtt ftVeats nibfe than hcf 
tart knovt^, deth rib ferVice; to thfe eaufe^ but 
hurt. Other people ufd to Meit ihit they 
trtily fediWe', Off ar^ f erfua'dfcd, th^t thii or 
th^t psfpet iiS of ftich i (j^f foh's wrking : But 
her6 ^11 is point Mank^ undoubted kno^^ledge 
and perfeil certainty iri this dfeclatation, ^TiicK 
ivas given for corrbbbration of their oath 
iriade Before »> as if that h^d n6t been fufS- 
tieht. 

Aiid fliar Rearing f6 pofitiv6ty to th6 
Queeh^s bare fubfcrlption, confifting only of 
fix letters ^> of which one might eafily forge 
a hundred in a day, fo as neither Hit herfelfi 
nor any of them could be able to difcern- the 
difference, difcoters fudh ^ k6ennefs and relb- 
iutibh to go through rfkcK with their matter^^ 
as in men who muff have been acquainted 
with the hatfuf 6 of writings iarid of biths, cati 
be called by rid other proper appellation, thaii 
that of deliberate perjtfry. Alt men, 'tis like-^ 
ty, will not fufficiently comprehend the ground 
of this obferVation, but the inbft part of fine 
writers^ and engravers know that the matter 
Is So, and they are thie 'trioft competent judges^ 
1 which 

» Append, p. 122. 199/ 
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which is enough to me. . They fwear at ihe 
fame time that the Earl of HurHly wrote tho 
paper at which this fubfcription was » : ought 
they not alfo to have proved his band-writing> 
or CO have got him to acknowledge the fadl 
fome way or other ? 

Hitherto we have fpoke only of what may ^ 
be ftriaiy called home-proofs, as depending 
wholly upon their own knowledge and con- 
fciences. Now as to their auxiliaries : 

They introduced one Thomas Crawford, 
whom they call a gentleman of the Earl of 
Lenox\ b, as the perfon of whofe conference 
with the Queen, on her way to Qlafgow, 
fome mention is made in the firft letter ^ ; 
and he fwore to fome words that then paft 
betwixt the Queen and him.> But what tri- 
fling, what penyry of evidence was this ! the 
Queen furely was not alone witlj Crawford 
upon the road to Gtajgow ; and thus othep 
perfons of her retinue might have known 
what words paft, as well as either of them, and 
from them thefc words might have come into 
the letters ; or, what hindered but Crawford, 
might have divulged them himfelf? fo whe- 
ther he* fwore true or not as to that matter, it 
is the fame thing. Yet though this part of 
his teftimony was idle, diat which follows 

was 



» Append, p. 246. *» p. j, 
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was not foi He fell upon i way to fwear 
to mdft of the contents of that letter, without 
feeing it, and it is as long as all the reft put 
together : And a very certain way it was : 

* For he fwdr& ^^ < That as foon as %\it 

* Queen of Scots had fpoken with the King 
^ his mz^cT - zv Glajgow , from time to time, 
^ he, Crawfori, was* fccretLy informed by the 

' vKing of all things which had pafled betwixt ' 
^ the Q}leen and the King, to the intent that 

* he fliould report the Tame to the Earl of 
-*' -Lenox ^ his maflter ; beca^fe the faid Earl 

* diirft not then, for dtfpleafure of the Queen, 
^ come abroad !- and that he did immediately 
^ at the very time, write the fame, word by 
^ word, as near as he poflibly xroukl carry the 
f fame away t And, fiire he was,, that the 
^ -words now reported in his writing, con- 
^ cerning the itommunication between the 
f Queen o£ Scots and him, upon the way near 
^ Glafgow, are the very Tame words, in his 
/ confciencei th:it were fpoken : And that the 
:^ others, reported to him by the King, were 
'. the fame in effefl: and . fubftance, as they 
* were delivered by the King to him, thou^ 
/ not perhaps the* very words tbemfelves. 
{^One would think they might have been 
in th)e very fame words/) . Cauja fcienti^ 
fatet. ' 

^ : . la.. . Th§ 

f' Append, p. ^\i, 
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5'4 ♦ Murray^j Proof of the 
. The Ear| of Lenox indeed \yas nevef 
much vvorthj and if he did npt fte thpQueeij 
on that occafion^ it maybe thought he has npK 
been on the n^ending hand. But what th^ii f 
let the gentleman's evidence be cot^(I4??ed« 
Give ear, ye politicians^ ^nd ftate judges t 
We hjiye re^d and lieard of fffew^ng pp aa 
.evidence to the juft tpijie j o£ t\^rifting and 
. f orturing a letter^ pr t)^e lii^e, till it would 
bear the proper intended meai^jng ; of ftr4^ 
)ng>nd ftrctching ^ paragraph of ^^tt)te, till a 
man, peYhaps qot mpph belovf;d by the Great 
or Godly, raight^tqr 4 feleft jury,be believed t# 
he vi'ithip the verge: B^ii fay, Can it be made 
appear from all your jpurnal^ th^t fuch a 
ji^atchlefs ift^ftprly i^itnpiay,. fp cleaF ^nA 
ppAvincjng, ^^ras ey^r given, qr received by 
any oJyo^^ .33 ihatth^ eyidei^ce Ihould have 
had ^fopy pf;i^Queen-^ bUUt-doyx in hi$ 
pqcket,vt^eEev5rith tqcpnyif^ber, wiihottt ever 
Jiaving fe^ii the Piriglnal 5 nay §yen before flic 
fo,uJd have hgd time, tq write it? 'Tis thaught 
\\ cannot h^ ^on^. But what did I fay ? a copy! 
ihatit could not be : they were both priginals*; 
•and the one might v^ell hayo part for the other, 
jaadnot Crawford^s .h^tn fiabfcribed^ whilfe 
che otbei? want^ed th^e fubfcription. 

This ^[lauer then feems to be near at a 
point. There is no room left for anfwering, 
iJrawfurJ, who knew beft, ha$ fworn clear 

• an4 
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acid full : And let any man fvrear the com 
tpary, who <?an. So it h hoped «very one 18 by 
jthis time fully and ?n|:)r^ly fatiefied of thfe 
capacity and integrity ^ w^U of Crawfori 
the evidence, as of Mitrray ^nd M^rfon pkin^ 
tiffs, and crfthe moft hopoyrgble the judges; at 
alfo with regard to thq letters, whether they 
are pot to be rodcpned genuine ; for there can 
be no dovibt from th^ very beginning as to 
Crtfw/c»r</'scppyjbecjmfe be acknowledged the 
writing, ai^d fwore to it in open qour t : But if 
^y reader doth not as yet find hjmfelf convin- 
ced, he will do beft tp flop fliort here ; for all 
fh?ti^ to fpllow ^ill have poeffe^ vponhint 
f here ftiU rpm^iqs Jinother t^im.onyof 
the fubfidiary |«ndj» which app^r^d not till 
nearly eight itnonthsi after their proof ?t Zon* 
4otn h?d been (jongluded ; a^d that arofe froni 
two confeflions of Nickglas Hub^Ftp otberv 
wife called French P^rh, who is faid to have 
carfied ^Icopft all th^ l^tter$ betwljt the 
Qu^en and the. Earl of BothwelL The laft 
<^onf<?i]iQ^ is here printed *, it beipg tb^ moft 
material, and cl^ar in ^\\ points. It cont.ains 
jliot Qply ^ particular account upon -what 
opqafions the; letters were writtei^ and fenr> 
tji^it alfoi exprefle? biskwwUdgeof fptne re- 
nvafk^blo ppipits contain^ in the^n, which bad 
\^x^ cQmmviP.ic!^t«d fo biiP> with.|>kiA tolcejis 

and 
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and drtUfrtftAnces,' as-tKat he himfelfde- 
Jivered to the- Ecirl, not ^tAf • thi firft letter, 
i)ut «ill5> the 'bracelets ^herein-mentione^d : 
TThat leher Bkfe^ife, which- is here^ prinitcd 
in' the kftplafce, paft through his hands/ to- 
, gether with the -ring that • is faid^ to-be • fent 
|[lohg with ir a. In like manner he' was the 
bearfer of on:e of the letters for the rape, 
which he delivered tothd EarLbiitofhisbwn 
hand, and got from him ah anfwef making for 
'that purpofe. Jle gives particuhr and plain 
-indications dP the Queen's privity to the con- 
trivance and execution of the nnirder, which 
none of the reft; who had formerly been ptrt 
to death as guilty of that crime; had ever 
touched upoii;; for not one of them had faid 
a word agaihft the Queen at alli>V In fliorr, 
he is as clear with relation ta the Queen's 
guilt, both in the murder and rape, as he is 
to the EarPs, With whom he was prefenr at 
both. So that had he been at London to bear 
teftimony along with T^homar Crawford, their 
joint evidence would furely have appeared lo 
clear and ample, as they mtift' needs have 
borne down all oppofition, dcmbt or cotrtra- 
diftion ; efpecially when it is cdnfidered, that 
Paris made this confeffion «gainft his own 
life, and was- put to a crUeV death on that 
very account : So that it is hardly to be imjt- 
. " gined 

•Append. p. 44. J'Anderfon'scolfca^V. 1. p. i5S-*i^2- 
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iLetiers to. Both well exammeff. g^ 

ginedi that hewoTild have litter ^d any thigg 
that was not (Iriftly true* , r > 

Yet not the^lefe, however clear and parti^* 
cular thefe teftimoijues may ^flpear> if the let^ 
fers themfelves Ihall after all happen to be 
difprov'd, w:hat will become of the teftimqnies ? 
And how will any one be able to. account for 
them ? 'Tis manifeft they muft ftand or fall 
together; for; which reafon I Ihall defer. the 
ponfider^tion of the teftimoni^s, till' the let^ 
lers are firft difcufled. : .'r 
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The infufficiency of the Letters' for ^ 
abfolving Murray V farty, or prq^, 
ving their accufation ofthe^jieettJi 

LET us now confider the ends for which' 
thefe letters were produced, aiid exa-^ 
mine whether they were fufficient for' obtain-' 
jng thofe ends. The firft and chief purpofe,' 
is hath teen faid already », was, thdt this 
might be a foundation for a full and perfe£P 
law andfecurity for them and their pofterity ; 
and that it might be declared, • That they>-' 

ia 

a Abpyc p. 4^. 
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iii fakfegiirms^^nd iittjirifonirig the Qtfecnf^ 

had done the duty of nobleman atfd goodl 

f^bje^s, incl in na Ways hid offettded, or 

tfali(grefl€d the IdWs in that faft, or airjf 

thidg d^^^iidiiig thereon, either preee^ding^ 

or folloi^ing the fame : And thetieford 

ihduld btf inmocedt^ ffee> ^nd acqurt df" th6 

iame, ^Dd of att aAioh and taufe, criminal of 

civiti that might bec^itin^eficed agaihft them^ 

^C «T And for the reafoii mentioned ibove ^, 

they got an aft paft for that pwpofe iri their 

parliament, where> as they affirm, there was 

d greater aflembly of the eftateSj^ than had 

been for a hundred years before « ; which 

they vapoured upon at London, as a matter 

that ad^ed no fmall weight to all their tranfaffi. 

ottS. Thefe wefe certainly iriofe provofts of 

|jetty burghs at it thto perhaps ever had been 

in atiy Sc^^s parliamem before; why did 

they not tell that likewife ? As alfo tha:t their 

parUament was not very unanimous in their pro-^ 

ceeding?, but there were proteftations , made 

agamii feme things relating to the Queen, of 

which proteftations they would not fuffer 

their clerks afterwards to give out copies 

or cxtrafts ^ ? 

But had they been all unanimous, and tent 

tliou£ind times more numerous than they 

* were 

« Append, p. 62. 65. df^^ 69^ ^ P. 4J, ?*• 
f, P. 87. 258. ^ p. 169. 
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for f roving the FaBs olUigeL ^^ 

wer6, that aft wis akogeih^r UHJuftifiabte! aftd 
fibfufd : Fof ri6 pafliameats^ tia afletfiMte* 
6f olen or angefe ifauld have made it lawful 
and f^ht in thefn, to have takeri attd impri- 
ibtted their Sovereign upon the fifteehth and 
fixteenth days^ of yu/ie, on accotint of thcfe 
ieiters, which they pretend to havd found 
only upon the twctitieth day of that 
month »> when the matter was dfloVer t Af^ 
ter five days, yea five hours Was in this cafe 
the &mef as after five revolutions o( Saiurnt 
For thu8 they \^ere equally criminal aisif theit 
letters had licver been found nor hearVt of^ 
or CTC» never had exifted. But indeed wheft 
they h^d fiiut up their beheficent Sovereign 
m prifon> and tifurpcd her authority and 
richc8> it bo£ame ma manner iiecefliry to 
find the letters, or feme other pr45tence of the 
Bke nature^ which they might ^Ve out as t 
^eaSim for fo doing; and theythemfclves affirm^ 
that they could find no other way or means 
fiw* their own vindication or fectirity «>, 

Oh ! but it has- beeii faid, and probably 
Will be feid agaih ; Not To fafl. Judge not that 
ye ^e not judged. GHarity is ^ chriftiaa 
duty ; and jvto©£RATioi^ is ftill a virtue^ 
which bfeeomes perfons^of aU ranks, and ad*- 
orns all fexes dnd age^; Thefe men, as 
being men, might poffibly haVe tript in fome 
m circum>» 

• Append, p 90. 9t. ^ pi 63. 
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circuftiftances, fuch as in a point of regulars 
ly in their proceedings j but beware what 
you fay. Confider that thefe were the very 
perforts who fpme years before, even in tlwf 
J^ears Mdlix. and M£>j-x. brought about 
fuch glorious things in the fear of the Lord, as 
is well known ; for fo they themfelves, who 
knew beft, . always profefled and declared 
Think upon this, and then tell us, whetherit 
is not reafonable to believe, that they proceed* 
ed here alfo upon righteous motives -and juft 
undfolid grounds. Were not ' their hearts mo- 
' vcd, (they declared it at York*) fo that they 
f thought nothing more godly ^ nor more ho- 

* nourable in the fight of the world, than, by 
;* punifliing the Earl of^^/^w//, chief author 
/ of the King-s murder, to relieve others m* 

* nocently calumniated on that accotjnt ; to 

* put .the Queen to freedom from the bondage 
f of that tyrant, who prefumptuoufly had en- 
f terprifed to ravilh and marry her (whofe 
^ lawful husband he could not be, neither fhe 
"• his lav/ful wife) and to preferve the inno- 

* cent perfDn of their native Prince, from the 
f hands of him who had murdered his father? 
^ The profeffion of the true religion could not 
' permit them to do any lefs j and had they 
f not done fo, Scotland could not have conti- 
f nued in the ftate of a kingdom J'/ 

.t: ' ■ Thefe 

* Append, p. 145.. !» p< aoj,. 
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\ Thefe men thetefore are to be looked lip- 
'On as avengers of innocent blood, zealous fup- 
porrers of religion, and vindicators of publick 
jiiftice, the moft loyal fubjefts, and true pa- 
triots. What although they had not got the 
letters, till ^fter they had fecured the Queen, 
and taken the government of the kingdom, 
and all her riches, revenues and jewels under 
their care ? Might they not Have had ftrong 
inward impreflions,pr even revelations, as they 
wanted not prophets among them, witpeft 
yohn KnoXf that' ftich papers would Jbme- 
time be found ? It might be fb, for aught you 
know. How then pan, yoii have the aflurance, 
for the difference of five or 1|3^ days only, to 
infinuate, much more to mention, fuch things 
as forgery, perjury, and perhaps murder too ? 
Fy, fy! prefumptuous creature !^ thefe are 
tmfeemly hard words. A man ought at lead 
to have fome regard for his own reputation. 
Will ye wantonly expofe yourfelf to reproach 
and fcorn ? Dp ye think that, at this r*te, 
any of the more polite gentlemen or ladies 
will read your book ? No! fu<?h language is 
not to be tolerated, &c. 

This laft part of the argument will be 

found offmall force in the prefeht cafe. And as 

to the reft; Was it ever heard that people who 

now form fuch'objeftions, did ei^r yet com* 

. plain of lack of moderation m Murray'^ s and 

m a hU 
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Jiis party's fwearings, or in Geotge Suehar 
^an\ writings? Were they privileged ancj 
warranted to write ^nd f\year their Spvereigi^ 
find grieat benefaArefs^ into notorious open ^- 
duitery, and the murder of her husband to 
boot, in the moft pofitiye language imaginable^ 
when they knew their pharge to be moft 
falfe ? And muft tb^t be ftill allowpd to pafs for 
gofpel, without cpntradidltion ? fo that other$ 
jnuft not venture to fay, th^t thefe men wer? 
guilty of the crimes of which they ftand mani, 
feftly cpayifted by their own avowed foul 
writings and fcandalous rcicords ; but muf| 
be rundown, and reprefented as breaking 
through thp bounds of all religion^ natural 
and revealed, ^nd trampling even commopd^ 
Cency under foot ? > 

. Some people's aftjons, it muft be confefled, 
^re C) extravagantly grpfs and hideous, that 
there is no danger of affij^ingtop ftrong epithets 
to them, becaufe, to furmh the proper language 
fotthem, the difiipnary] would fcarc^fuffice: 
And yet a modeft man, .tho' he can fwear tp 
the truth of the fafts, will decline to give a 
full and plain detail of them, unlef^ he i^ 
brought upon path ; fo that do it he muft. 
And one who v^rites of characters and feds in 
fhe hiftorical way,is under a. moral obligation 
.]:pb^ ^s c<aj:^4}:^n4 ^pa^tipu^ about what he 
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(Jiys, as if he were fworn, and therefore mnfj; 
fpes^k out, without nrinding confequences, Or^, 
13 the old rule rev.erfed, fo that now it is, Ne 
gui4 vers dicer e audeat ; ne qmdfalji non au- 
^eat, for moderation's fake ? Moderation is 
certainly ^n amiable, decent, comely, well 
bred gentle woman ; No man in his*fenfes ever 
denied it ; But there are courtezans too, who 
flrole about in the very fame drefs, and 
impofe ypon the unwary. One who in a diP 
puted point betwixt fstfts, or chara^rs in hi- 
llory, tells triith moderately, that is min- 
cingly, differs but in a fmall degree from hin^ 
who tells lies moderately* However that 
{here is any intemperate language here, X 
know not ; but if it Ihall appear fp to others^ 
let them confider whether it is not excels of 
truth that makes jt fb. 

Ay, Viit h;ive*nor fomc meek men written 
upon the like cohtroverfy with more tem- 
per ? No ; they have not, if the fut^eft be 
attended to ; for a parallel cafe never yet exj- 
ifted. Let the Criticks wait till that happens : 
Then, and not till then can they be at liber>- 
ty to make compariions. 

As to the fuggeftion, that the party might 
ppffibly havo had fealbnable fufpicion of the 
.Queen*s guilt before-hand ; the very apolo- 
gy makes againft them. Do qpt we find 

them * 
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them all along faying », at^d fwearing'*, in their 
declarations, proclamations, aflbciationS and 
anfwers, that.they took arms, as they exprfjfs 
the matter, to fet the Queen at liberty, .whicli 
they efrefted, by (hutting her up a clofe.prifon-' 
cr in Lochlevtn fortrefs, before they pretend 
to have found their letters ? and then extort- 
ed her fvibfcription to a dimiflion of her crown, 
in their own favours, for fear of deaths with 
which flie. was. threat ned by one, whom ftie 
knew to te TufEcieqtly capable to execute it, 
even by ,c Patrick Lord Lindfay, becaufe flie 
knew both him andtis chief employer (Pm 
not able to reduce the word tp a moderate 
lize) to be atlaflines. 

/ But furely their fwearing will never per- 
fuade any mortal in his fenfes, that this was ^ 
proper method for fetting the Queen at liber* 
ty : And yet, their fwearing th»t this w^s 
theif intention, excludes entirely the new in- 
vented pretence, that they might poflibly be- 
fore hand have fufpefted the Queen's guilt, 
and expefted foon to find proof thereof. The 
weaknefs of this Apojogy they feem to have 
been aware of themfelves, when they fwore 
at21?ri, that they fliut her up in prlfon di- 
reftlyc,: becaufe ihe '' thrWtnedto beavcri- 
, ^ " ge3 

* Anderfon\ colleaiotis, vol. I. part 2, p. 129. 125. 138, 
k Append, p. u«. 145- c p. X67. 363. d P. 145; 
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^ 8?d on them all, . and offered to leave and 
*' give ov^ the realm and all, fo that Ihe 
** might be fuffered to poflefs th,e murderer 
f' of her hwband." The abftirdky of which 
tale appears fronl thist, that they confefs flie 
came over to them voluntarily », and doubt- 
Jefs upon the faireft promifes on their part K 
Had they therefore obferVed their promifes, 
there had been no room for her threats. On 
the contrary, nofliadow of reafbn can be imar 
gined >yhy the Queen fhould have voluntari- 
ly gone over to them, even upon their~fair 
promifes, but that Ihe never did, nor could, 
fully approve of that forced marriage to which 
flxe had been conftrained by the folicitatlons 
of her beft well-wilhers in the kingdom, with 
whom alfo her enemies had joined rn giving 
a Bond to the Earl of JSotiweli for the de- 
claration of his innocence in the murder of 
the King, and for promoting that marriage at 
any rate, without asking her confent ; recomr 
mending the. Earl as the fitted man in all 
Scotland ; and among thofe were the ring- 
leaders who afterwards pretended to accufc 
him, and aftually imprifoned her. Surely 
they had forgot to write the letter to Sotbr 
well, which iWi?/W// tells us c they pretended 
to haive intercepted, and on which they then 
founded the cs^ufe of her imprifonment, or 

elfe 

■• » 

• Appead. p. 145. ^ P. 164. 165, c Mem. p.. 84. 
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elle k had been produced to verify Aeir aC 
fertions. But all is fdfhood alid c<mtradi£ti* 
on, every ope a$ well of theii' ftortes, as oaths 
bong inconfifteni with anothei*, from firft ta 
hSi The true caufe of imprifonhig her, v^i 
neither om oecotint of her ihr^a^^, or of hei' 
letters written, or to be written, found or tc** 
be found, but t6 complete their own confpi- 
racy, into which they had entred two^ years 
before, wl«en flie was aboiit to marry Lord 
^arnfy Earl of Ro/i j for theft they covenant- 
ted " to fky hifls and his fathei*, and divefd 
^' other noblemen then about the Qiteeh, and 
f no fl^ike the Qxieen herfelf prifoner irt 
«' Xo<:hieviny fof a^ll the days of her life, and 
'' the £a>l of Mhrray to have iiforped the 
*' government •» J'^ as is aekhowlcdged and 
affirmed by three that wfere on the plot, 
nafhely, the Earfe df ^rgyle and Rothes and 
I.ord Boyd. All thefe three everi^s happen^ 
cd, tWO' of them certainly by the very fame 
party's meafts ; artd can it be doubted a^ 
to the third ? This is the only true rcafon 
for Ihutting her up prifonqr in Loeklel^in, be- 
fore they found thofe letters, which they aft 
- terwards alledged for their juftification. 
. But how fhamelefs was it to fwear, that the 
Queen (aid Ihe wduld leave kingdom^and all, /# 
fojjefs tie murderer of her husband! Can any 

inortal 
■ Append. P. 558. 
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M(k^^lhmH'it> Oh, but it kay befaid, 
thii Qtifeeh pHg)fcd% tlhnied thfe Culcfe tiWri- 
Hdf, Who was ih 4(fl thfe mitfderet* of her hiif. 
feahd: As ifihyre >^^erfe lb neciertiirily cbilver- 
,<IKIe f^rrtis, thaf thfey might be. changed at pled- 
ilite> by i^edj^W tipoh 6iith ! Sb faf was it froih 
tS^lng poffible fbf the Qjiieeri to haVefeiprefled 
tofblf in theftj tetm?,thdtdiir depbrtents do not 
jpretferid to hiV6 hdd any tdlferable knowledge 
o'r.ccrtaihty eSiierlof BoihtodV^ guilt, till the 
xxiii. and xxvi. days of y«;i^, that is, even af- 
ter their fihdin^ 'the letters; as is clear from 
thctf own affs atid pf oclamatioti upon the faid 
3txvK^ of June «4 Yet this \i hot more grpls 
thstn their words irttftiediately following, That 
tlr^ ^ueeh findiiig herfelf wearfed of the go- . 
terhttient, fb that heV ho^^ fJjiHt and fenfes 
vrere altogether unable ^ongef to occupy the 
fime; file renoirirced it, in fevoiir of her 
foni If perjury ftares' one broad hi the face, 
ilrnoft in every paragraph of their writings^ 
they 6nly and the perlbns tfhpr prompted and 
adniitted it are anlweraMe fbV if. 

And as to their godly and hoiibufatle de- 
figns of which they talk, of what kind could 
that godlihefs be that prompted them, for 
their patns in dethroning the Queen, to ufurp 
to themlelves h<er kingdom, and fcize het 
n riches 

« Anderforfs collect, vol. I. part 2. p. 139. vol. 5?** 
J>. 165, 173. Bpn Kflth't hiff^ p- 407* 
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^8 - '^be Letters infufficienl 
riches and revenues to their own ufe, ofaD 
Ayhich, fuppofing (he had been juftly fet afidc, 
not the leaft article could have appertained to 
them, but, as vi^as well. known and eftabliilied^ 
devolved by law, immediately after her, upou 
the Duke of Chajlelberault, who certainly had 
written none of the letters to Bothwell, nor 
had been prefent with him at the King's mur- 
der, becaufe he was then in France, and ought 
not therefore to have been deprived of his juft 
right. 

If it Ihall be alledged that this matter was 
already argued and adjudged, attheconclu- 
fion of the conferences at Landon and TVejl^ 
7ninfter\ where Q. Elizabeth, after a fuU 
hearing, gave her fentence againft the Duke, 
as appears from the whole procefs concerning 
it, faithfully entered in George Bucbanan\ 
hiftory * : The anfwer is, that ix\\ George. Bu^ 
chanan^s ftories • are not true Sterling; for 
which rearon>. 'tis hoped, that the following 
chapters may ferve to fet him afide from bear* 
ing teftimony hereafter in zny caufc. The 
matter of faft was thus.: 

The Evgliji commiffioners at3Vi,had,up. 
on the 2<?th of OSfohr defired the Scots com. 
miflioners of both fides to declare their opi, 
jiions as to the government of the realm, du- 
ring the minority of the Prince: TheQueen's 

com- 

a Lib» 19. p. 37 j^^ 
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commiflloners dcckted the law and praftice 
to 'be in favoUr of the neareft lawfuHy dc- 
icended of the blood royal, beittg <Ji perfeft 
age «, as was and is well known ro have beedi 
the -cafe. Murray and his partners declared 
that the Governor was. elective, fupporting ^ 
themfelves by;many falflioods *^, as will be ob- 
vious to all who are tolerably acquainted with 
the hiftory of our country. But Murray alto- 
gether difrelifhing the queftionr,which he knew 
to be by no means tenable for his purpofe ; 
and. it being now refolved that the further 
hearing of the caufe Ihould be at London, 
the very next day he offers and propofes fomc 
Tcquefts to Queen Elizabeth S ^nd this parti- 
cularly among the reft ; 

' Becaufe his Grace {Murray) underftands 
^ {bmewhat to be meant and fpoken by his ad- 
' verfaries, of the Duke of Cha/leJherault^s 

* right, as well to the fucceffion as to the go- 
•' vernment and adminiftration, during our So- 
' vereign-s minority, befeeches herMajefty that 

* no mention be made hereof (as a caufe im- 
.* pertinent to the . aAion in hand, for which 

* ^ this convention was appointed) in. this pre- 

* fent colloquy and aflembly : For that the 
'* qu^ftion of fucceflion durjng the King our 

. XI z^ ^ matter^ 



' • CeciPt date papers/ p. 484. 
* ttid, p. 485. • , 
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f maftcPs lifc^ is not fit to cuter in by Wm i 
f At ksUl h.e hatl;i no jcaufe to complaiti of 
f wrong, or hurt, during our faid Sovcreign'i 
f lif^, whojtn God preferva. Aodi ^a to tha 
^ adoutuftrasion fnd goverr^meat*^ fpr.iKecau^ 
f k$ above ipecified, i( cannot be mentioaed 
f at this prefent,but with danger tp that ftaie a 
f For upon the pne part that fhould be, as 
' it were^ an exiCgn difplayed, whereuntp 
^ all the little and fmdU pa^clculftu h&hM^ 

* (wherewith the ftate, to our gceat griefi a- 
f bounds) Ihpabd and migh^ retire them, to 
f fave tljemfelyes, and trouble that Hate, and 
f bojdly contemn they/(/? at^timiy, and die 
■f. la>^s: Such as ^no^cwkoU.murJerers of our 
' fovereign Lord's father, and /itf/> dependent ^ 
f ^bg.'whoUid.efiCndents, andiaeU-vjiiUen of^the 
' JEar/ p/Bpiliwell; }ht -wbidt Ftipljts ; the 
f whole f^6ia6a of thx>re that hato tl^ union in 

* amity of thcfc two. nations, 6^r.-:— *r Hi$ 
' Grace doth, ix^vdv that the Queon's^maje- 
' fty, for any daul^ might be iiuibced> at this 
f prefent, ta enter* into. ]^t purpofe, being 
f fo dangerous, aa faid is^ to> the. tcoubliqig, 

* apd eontiquing in. trouble of that ftate^ 
^ whereof an fpeciai cane muA. iiow> ly upr 
t on her 3ifiaj|pft!|2^s^ fhoulders in mat^y^ rer 
f i{>eSii, irc.^ — To conclude, * either the 
f Queen's majefty nmft dir^ftly, aij^N witbopt 
f clgl^y/ eftabBllglp^r'late, lindi^f th^ /fer^*/ 
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f^ fri^lng thcfaSs alleigd. jf 

ygo^ifernmtitt and authority t or elfe, hy dday* 
^ ing ifaerfiof, nouriih faftion, comfort the 
^ wcifdzn^/editious, hwt her friends^ main- 
^ tain hev emmhs, endanger the ftate of rr/l^ 
^ ^i^/j, and the amity, aiKl> by diyiiion of au^ 
< thoricy, provoke the entry of ftrangera with* 
^ in ^ iflo : . All w^hijch iniCQnvemcncies are 
^ without ^fficulty, and ^)fith fmall charges^ 
^ taken away^ in joining with the prefeoc au« 
<- thority and government^ &C4 ^ . 

See how earncftly Murray pi-eflcs QfEH^ 

fioj^etb to fmother this queilion epttrely ; 

Which it would feem was done, for ought that 

yet hath appeared, excepting in ^x^Bucboh 

^an^s bopk. It were to be wiilied, x^poa 

Q, Elizabetbh account, that nothing more 

might ever appeac concer^ng it.; beqaufe 

the ceafonj upon which her fentepce iitfeieri 

i^d: to have .been ^xknA^dt, do UQt feem fo 

perfpicuousiand cedent a6 wouM be re<{.ui£te 

before a man could be deprived of hid ifightu 

ia a majDter of fa high con(eq.uence ;. on the 

ot^. haadv fee Bucbanan^% fake, it imight be 

v^'d that her fcntence couid be produced^ 

kft men, who.do npt belkve in him, fliauld 

fm^ife than he made \t himColC 

. Novir thein depriving the Ihike oiCbaJitlbe^ 

taidt of htt right, and feizing it to themfelVe^ 

pi»v«tniamfeftly that power and greajt riches 

Wa^a}! the godliaefs that ih^ purfued^ Asd 

who 
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who could ever after that doubt, hot out of 
the fame fpirit of avarice and ambidon, they 
would have endeavoured to dethrone the 
Queen herfelf, tho' altogether innocent, that 
they might poflefs themfelvcs of all? And then 
they might invent reafons and crimes at their 
leifure. But among all the ufurpers that are 
to be found in hiftory, they were the moft 
unlucky in teHing their tales confiftently, 
which Could proceed from no other caufe 
imaginable, but that they had nothing true to 
alledgc, nor were able to invent any thing cre- 
dible or paffable againft a charaAer fo high and 
well known ; any thing which could (land the 
tcit, and be rationally accounted for, upon any 
fort of ftria examination. For it is plain 
faft, that the more they laboured to fix their 
impudent fiftions upon the Queen, the deep- 
er they ftuck in the mire, and the more tHey 
difclofed their own falflioods and forgeries ; 
Infomuch that had not the kecnnefs and ear- 
ncftnefs that poflcft both them and Q. Eliza- 
ieth to have her efteem'd guilty, prompt- 
ed them to lead fuch a proof of the letters, 
€&*r. as could be contrived, and then to pu- 
blifh them to the world, it had not been pof 
fiblc, neither at that time, nor at prefent, 
to have detefted their wicked procedure fo 
fdly and clearly> as we are thereby enabled 
to do. 

The 
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' Thefefcond of the prmcipal reafons for pro 
ducing thp letters, was, to flxew * That tht: 

* Queen ^asfia ' the fdreknowledgc, couufel 

* ai^d devt^ ; ^^ persuaded and commanded 
' that hei: husband fliould be murdered ; ^nd^ 
' after thiaX wasrdone^ fortified and maintained 
'the murderers**' A heavy charge!. but 
.V^hich, had; it beeii true, came with a very 
ill grac^ froih^ them, even had they been 
her equabi and manifeftpd the higheft ingrati* 
tude imaginable. They themfelves, with the 
very^ fai?ie; breath by which they accufe her, 
do acknowledge that the moil part of them 
were bound to her for benefits received at 
her hands J>'; and altho',they had denied the 
faft, we C6uld prove it. On Murray znd Mar 
ihe had freely and entirely beftowed. their 
Earldoms, befides many other gifts and o£Sr ^ 
ces. Morton was nothing behind with the 
former two. That Earldom had been in her 
father's hands ,atf his death ; and fo came tin- 
der heir revocation ; which he well knowings- 
had refigned it into her hands, and obtained 
from her a new gift of the fame, which (he 
confirmed to him in parliament, the xix. day 
of April J that very year in which they <Jer 
throned and imprifoned her. Befides, that fiie 
had made him Chancellor oi Scotland, and bad 
conferred fcveral other gifts- upon him, bc- 

. fore 
• Append, p. 205. • ^ Ibid. 
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fore the tnnrder of 1>mii Rizhi The Lor4 
JMtdfity alfo ftie mtille Sheriff rfjT/y^, &c. - 
And not ohiy Hoi, bdt U^heh the Earh df 
iflsfirrrtfy and Mortdn, togeth^ wkh the Eart 
di Gkncaitfif theLdrdd Ruik$M^MLiHd/!i^, 
the young laird of Leihingron^ aftd Kirkaltfy 
tX Grange, and, iAfllort,.the chiaf of thofe 
men who ro& up aga^itift hdr;' Had forfeited 
their lires aiiid dft^res, fotne of tiieln by opeh 
treafon tnA refbdlion^ and oth^i byalHiffinai 
ityg Hissio, he# fecrttary for Prekik affairsf, 
i?efore her fede, within h^r owts thamber, 16 
the pakce 0f H^ly-rood'hufi^v^htre they had 
frei(imably confined her pertotii ; fht had g1- 
iren atf of tberh temlfTions for their liv^, am} 
eoftfirnied w them their eftatQs. The Earl of 
Le^sx had fliamdcfly betrayed the King of 
France, \m mailer^ and eohverted^ to his dwa 
nfo a fum of money with whfcb he? had been 
mtiiiifted^ t^ deliwr it to that ting'* friends 
iaScotknJ, fof ftippott and defence* of thd 
Qjacen, and of the kingdom/ He h^A open» 
ly broken out iii rebelliorty but proving un^ 
focfcefsful> had fubmitted hitnfelf i' But ihen^ 
iniWad of performing his pfortiifes/ Be ftold 
a^^ay privately, entered into k bargairt with 
JHfehry VIII. oi England, by which they werrf 
to divide S^^^Asr//^, forfooth, betwixt them, of 
which the latter was to have that pa?rt bnthie? 
feath fide of /l?r/A, and the formd^allthe 

reft 
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reft *. And the method which he took to 
bring all this to pais was, by becoihing to the 
JEngltflff thofe perpetual^ malicious, and in- 
human enemies of his country, a leader and 
condu&er for deilroying it with fire and fword, 
by fea and land, fo far as they were able ; 
with other praftices equally Jhocking, dif- 
graceful and unmanly : For which he was 
moft defervedly forfeited. Yet even him the 
Queen reftored> and married his eldeft bn, 
whofe mother was, after the Queen herfelf, 
the next heir of the crown oi England, think- 
ing thereby to cut off all pretences from that 
giddy nation, foroppofing her own unqueftion- 
able right. Thus Ltno^, from being a pen- 
fioner and n^ean dependent upon a fickle and 
wicked court^wasput in a condition of beco- 
ming the greateft man in the three kingdoms, 
next after his fon, had his fpirit been equal 
to fo good fortune. And George Buchanar 
too, the panegyrifl and hiftorian of thefe wor- 
thies^ after he had tried to pufh his fortune 
throughout divers kingdoms, as a foldier, pe- 
dagogue, fchool-mafter and poet, returning 
home at Iaft>inthe true condition of aflrolling 
poet, recived from the Queen a yearly penfion 
of five hundred pounds jS(^// during life,A^ich 
was, at that time, of more value than any ec- 
cleiiaftical living in Scotland is at this day. 
o Could 

^ Rytter*s foedera^ Vol. 15. p. 22. 29, &c. 
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Could any perfon have imagined that theic 
men would firft have beftirred thcmfelves a* 
gainft a Sovereign fo beneficent to them ? Oh ! 
but it will be faid, the holinefs of their religi* 
on, and their ftrift regard to juftice, was fuch^ 
that gratitude, and all other worldly refpeds 
muft give place. Well, although one can 
Icarce have patience to hear religion and ju- 
ftice alledged as motives for the behaviour pf 
men confefledly guilty of fo atrocious crimes, 
let it be fuppofed for once, that they thought 
their religion had intitled them to a perfeft 
monopoly of all crimes ; fo that they, and 
they only, were at liberty to commit them ; 
yet ftill it might have been expefted that 
fome ope or other of the points, or articles, 
of the accufation fhould be made out clear- 
ly by the proof. But nothing of that is to be 
^feen in the prefent cafe. There is nothing in 
the letters that could plainly fhewthe writer to 
have been in the foreknowledge, counfel or 
device of any murder, far lefs to have per- 
fuaded or commanded it ; and as little is 
there about maintaining or juftifying any mur- 
derers. Nor will it feem very ftrange to a- 
ny,who reflefl upon what has been proved, a- 
bout the bargain betwixt Queen Elizabeth 
and Murray, that the letters were received 
by her as fufficient proof of matters which 
they do not prove at all j for they might 

have 
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have paft there, altho* they had been blanks ; 
in regard thefe equitable judges, in confedera- 
cy with thefe fair accufers, kept all private a- 
hiong themfelves. 

But though thefe letters do by no means 
prove the fafts for which they were produ- 
ced ; they contain feveral things mean and 
bafe, highly unbecoming any woman ; but 
abfolutely impoffible to have dropt from the 
pen of this accomplilhed Princefs ; one pof- 
feft of a foul fo noble, born in a ftation and 
chara&er fo highly exalted ; tenacious of her 
dignity and honour, even amidft the utmoft 
malevolence of fortune ; and never refigning 
but with her laft breath, the confcious fenfe 
of virtue and decorum. Therefore, in the 
next place, let us fee whether it may be madfe 
appear manifeftly and unanCwerably, that they 
were none of the Queen's writing, but the real * 
manufafture o/i Murray* % own party, whofe 
charaSer every thing in them exaftly fuits. 

C H A P. IV. 

*rbe Examination of the Letters. 

^AMES Earl of Murray was the firft 

•^ man, for ought that has yet appeared, 

who exprefled m writing his fcruples about 

o a the 
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78 Ti^ EscamlnatloH nftbi Letters. 
the geniunenefs and fufficiency of the letter* 
to Botbwell, * which, he faid, might poflibly 
' be called in doubt by the -E^jf /(/& judges, whe* 
' ther they might (land, or fall; prove, or not »/ 
Thjis he expreft himfelf upon the xxii day 
o^June^ Mdlxviii. ^Tis very true he had 
before that time, on the iv. day of December 
Mdlxvii, aflertcd pofitively enough, that 
they were both written and fubfcribcd by the 
Queen, in which he happened to be not n 
little miftaken, as has been obferved alrea- 
dy ^, for fubfcribed, at leaft, they were nod 
Again, on the viii. of December, the very 
next year, he produced the Gune letters, I 
fuppofe, upon oath, as written in French by 
the Queen's own hand «^; and on the loth of 
that month, he and his companions exhibited 
a new feparate declaration, upon their hot 
Hours and confciences, that they were un- 
doubtedly the Queen's proper hand-writing, 
and that they perfeftly knew them to be fo ^. 
Such confident aflertions and pofitive oaths 
are no otherwife to be reconciled with doubts, 
than light with darknefs. If it fhould be faid, 
that Murray indeed was entirely perfuaded 
for his own part, and doubted only that 
the matter might appear lefs certain or e- 
vident to others, even that would be a very 

aukward 

• Append, p 75. b Above, p. 43. 
^f Append, p. 235. ^ p. y^, 
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aukward fgppofitioa : For in a man, whq 
perfe&ly knows that he \% polTefs'd of genuine 
jpapers^ips unnatural and incongruous to <;aU 
in queftion whether or not th^y will be ac- 
knowledged as fuch by other^^ 

.To forge letters for Queen Mary was po 
eafy matter. To her natural parts, which 
were great> flie bad added more learning thaii 
the half of her enemies put together could prc^ 
Jend to. She fpoke almoft all the Europetfif 
languages, and pofleft a great tafte in the fin^ 
arts. The French was as it were her mother^ 
tongue, which ihe fpoke and wrote in all the 
perfedion that was to be foujnd at the cottrt 
of France. Her handwriting was formed a& 
ter what is commonly tailed Italick print, 
which it much refemWed both in beauty m^ . 
regularity, and not to be eafily imitated but 
by a fine writer. When fuch a writer was 
found he rtjuft write French too, and that al 
well as ;he. Queen, to which few, even of tb$ 
natives of i^rtf^zr^, could pretend : And not 
only fo, hvx he muft be acquainted with piejt- 
fons and tranfa^ions about her court, fo a* 
to make proper allufions, left her Majefiy 
ihould ^appear to write quite out of charjuftert 
which would have fpoiled all-. 

To compafs all thele ends, and to furmount 
all thefe difficulties, thefe aflaffines of their 
Queen's fame took the following method. 

iSomo 
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Somdorie *or othef'of them drew 'tip; irithe 
SMtiJb language;* fndi letters; 'as bemg dlP 
pertl'un'd^r Ber n^hi^, tHey thptight ihigHt bb 
fuffieidrft' to,blacketfher; And* nbv?^ there 
was nothing wanting but to getthetft. piit intto 
'FrefTch T b\it it would' feefn, thdt the ^erljbfl 
deftinedfor that office did hot fufficlfentlytili- 
• derftdnd the Scbftijb language. In thfefe ftt^fe 
Ge^ftgk Buchanan, who had that yeaf beett 
ehofeh, for his piety, moderator of thcCf eiicral 
Afl!embly> found out a remedy, by tra6flating 
the' tetters out of the Scotujh langukge into 
Latin^ a language with which the Freficbman 
Was acquainted. Thus the forgery ^^as ac- 
^ompliflied. At leaft this is Certain; that the 
F^nch letters which Murray and'^his' acCom- 
l^fees produced, and fwore to bfc' written 
wholly by the Queen's hand, are onlj^'a trans- 
lation from George Buchanan^ ^ Latin , and 
iAi Latin a tranflation from the Scotiijh 
wJgi Hal forgery/ even that very original, 
of' which 'Murray' fent a copy to be con- 
•fid'ered by the Englijh judges before-hand *, 
talKng it a tranflation. ' Why a tranflation ? 
>s if the court oi England' h^i. not uhder- 
(kooA French! - , 

If this can be made appear, the letters, and 
every thing depending on them, notwith- 
Handing all George Buchanan^ writings, and 

Mur-, 
, « Append. P. 76* 
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Murray and Mortonh oaths, and after all 
the pains and expences beftowed on this mat- 
ter by Queen Elizaieth and her courtiers, 
muft be laid afide for ever. And to evince 
that it was abfolutely fo, there is nothing re- 
ijuifite, but to compare the pretended ori^ 
J3als with the pretended tranflation, in the 
fame manner as the EngUJb Commiffioners are 
(aid to nave done»; only it will be proper 
here to call to our afliftance Mr. Bucbanarfz 
Latin verfion, fo far as we have it, which is 
not faid to have been ulcd by them, although, 
they had it. 

I. That the letters were originally writtetir 
in the Scottijh language, appears manifefUy 
from feveral phraies that occur in them, pe» 
culiar to that language ; as for example. 

Letter !• p. i. No receipt can ferve againjt 
fear : which being compared with Buchanan^ t 
Latin f Nulla adverfus timorem eft medicina; 
or with the French, Qu^il n*y avoit point ie 
temede contreia crainte; fufficiently deolai^ea 
which is the original ^ 

p. 7. ^nd that caufes me to tyne \\xXt\ 
my wit for very anger. Lat. Qufife res ita me 
dngity ut mentem & confilium mihi prorfut 
exCutiat. jFr. Ce qui me tourmente tellementp 
fu^if m^ofte du tout Ventendement et le confeiL 
Who fees not that ^^Fttncb here is a fervilc 

tcaal^ 

f Append, p. 339* 
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ftf V^he Examiiiaihfi of the Let^rs. 

tranflationframtfiie Xa/f/sr, and tftatnhe Sc^i- 
tijh is the original ? No maii^ Turelyi eta 

befluce a momeor^ who can lead tbefe laa^ 
guagcs, 

• P, 17, T$ have fyir geing to fie feik folk. 
It is to be oblerved' here in the firft place^ 
that Mr. Buchanan did read two words wrong 
in this fhort fentence, namely, /Jrrr far fiir, 
\Tove} andforyZit [fick] as it is in the edi<» 
tion at Saintmirews m Scotland^ hcreujdjih, 
with the firft edition publifhed in England^ 
for, which thi ^glijb word is fucb.- For 
the right reading, defigned by the firft hand, 
was certainly. Ye have /air going: [fore tra- 
velltng] 1 0. fee fie k folk ; which is a mean kind 
of pbrafe ufed among people of the lowed 
rank ; and ought to have be^i tranflated a& 
tcr this, or the like manner ; Iter facts s- 
gri^ agros vifendi gratia. By the fick folk 
i? meant her husband, who a&ually was fick} 
and. thus the antithefis in the following words 
appears more clearly ,^ Tet ye cannot hefo wel^ 
come to them, that is, to your husband^ for aU 
your fore tt2\t\X\fkgfas yoleft feme body this day, 
in regrate, that is, the Earl of Botbwelh wM 
will never beblitb until he fee you again. But 
Mr. Buchanan^s miftakes fpoil the fentenc^ 
very confidprably : Bel/a bujvfinpdi komhum 
vifitatio / ^c. and the Frenchman could not 
fiiend the matter ; it behoved him to follow 

bis 
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faWl<^ad^ i Voyki sffiBlkJle vifit^tiifH di^ulles^ 
gekl /I knew fiot What titb^s;m2^ thbikcff 
fUs^afTair^ but', for tty ow^ patt> 1 iMuld 
.reckon that this fiuall femeiijcei matorely 
M^eighed> may befufficieac to prove againH: 
ten thbiifand oaths^ and asmanyafts otpar« 
fian^eht^ 'that thcfe letters were originally Writ- 
Uir4 n • the Scorn fb language. But if any man 
vnli pretend to doubt; let him firft Account 
hcfw AispWafe could oome in upon aiiy other 
fup'pofitidn imaginable* 

Page ^24. Heghes me fame thech, tfthaf 
whick Tfiar, yea even in tie quick : He fays 
tbiTjbn^ thut his faults were fuhlifi^d ; bae 
there are tbat commit faults, who heliei^e Phey 
wilt neverbe fpaken of. Lat* Interim ^me at^ 
tingtt in loco fufpedo ; idt^ue ad vivum hac- 
tenua ^roldcatus eft, fua crimina efle palam ; 
fed' funt qui majora committantj & opinantttr 
ea (iientio ^gi. Fr< Cefendant il m^a donni 
attainte da lieu fuffeB, et a jufques icy Hf 
coutu Hen au vif que fes fautes font cog^ 
neues mais qu^il y en a, qui en committent 
Ae plus grandes, encorei qui^ils ejliment qu^eU 
lesfitent cacbeis fdr ftlence, &c. Here it is ob- 
vious that the Latin is fomewhat confufed, 
and doth not exprefs* the Sf^/^//& fufficiently, 
whereby the French tranflator has been mlt 
led almoft into nonfenfe. 
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9a 3^^ Examhation of the Jjeiters^ 

Jjct.y.f. 39. Another phrafe occurs, war. 
TV have two firings to your how : But as it is 
in common to us with the French, it is no- 
thing to the prefent purpofe ; for which^ it is 
thought, thefe already menuonM may be 
found fufficiei^t* 

P, II. Andif I had not a proof of bis heart 
of wax, and that mine were not of a diamond, 
whereintillno (hot can make brek (breach) but 
that which comes forth of your band.^^ But 
fear not, the place fball hold unto the death. 

Lat. Ac niii experimento didiciflem, quam 
cflet ejus cor cereum, meum adamantinum, et 
quale nullum telum penetrare po(ret,r.mfi quod 
c tua manu veniat. — Sed ne time ; praefidium 
ad mortem ufque cuftodietur. 

Fr. Etfi je tCeufpe appris par P experience, 
combien il avoit le cosur nwl, comme cire, et, 
le mien ejlre dur comme diamant, et lequel nut 
trait ne pouvoit percer, fi non defcochh de vo- 
fire main. — - — ^ — "Toutes fois . ne craignez 
point : cefte fortereffe fera confervee jufques 
a la mort. 

' How languid and fervile is the ftile here 
both in the French and Latin, when compa- 
red with the Scottijh ! which is fb concife . 
and exprcffive, and withal fo furniflied with 
its proper idiotifms> that it ihews itielf to be 
original and no tranflatioiu 

P. 12. 

•A 
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The Exammdtion of the Letters. 8^; • 

« P. 12. Faffe race: I belies they have been- 
ittjibools together. Lat. Gens ilk pcrfida: ar-, 
hitror iix eadem fchola doAos fuifle. 

Fn Cefte^ nation infidele : J^ejiime qu^iU 
fnt eft 6 enfeignez en mejme efcole. The fame, 
obfervation holds herelikewife. 

P. 13. Have. you not defire to laugh to fet 
me lie fo well^ at leaft ta. dijjenible p) well, and 
to tell him truth betwixt hands*?,, 

Lat. Nunquid. fubit cupidkas ridendi, vi^ 
dendo me tarn bene mcntiri, laltem diffimula; 
re tam bene, ac interim vera dicer e ? . 

'Tis not eafy to e^prefs in ;^tf{m.the meaning 
of the laft two words, betwixt ha^ds. Buchar 
nanh word interim not only falls ^ ihort, but 
makes his Latin fentence fland^ as it were, at 
variance with itfelf : Which the Frenchman 
ol^erving, be omitted it, altogether. • . , 

'\ P. .14. Twofdl/e races ; meaning the King 
and the Earl's wife. i<7/. Duo infidahominum 
genera. Fr. ^eux e/peces d^hommes infideles^ 

II. Mr. Buchanan^ happened alfo to miftake 
the reading of fome Scott tjb words in his copy, 
which it is reafonable to think has not been 
written by a very diftinft hand : Whatever 
gave the occafion for it, he has, by miltaking 
, words, runhimfelf fometimes ihto nonfenfe, 
and drawn in his French tranflator after liiou 
:Thu$ 

Let, I. p. 15. We read, lam^oing tofeek 
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my repofe till to-morrow, tvhen IJball end my 
by bill ; but Jamfajhed fvexefi} ^*«^ itftops 
jne to write news of myfetf unioyou, becdujh 
if is fi long. In which fentencc the Word 
bible, is a inanifeft erroneous reading^ for the 
word bille, or bylle, under whicrh appellatiort^ 
in thofe daj^, were comprehended letters, 
inftruments, poems s and Ihort writings of 
almoft every kind, and divers fuch thhig* 
go under that name to thife day. It is maraleft 
that it is the letter itfelf^hich is (poken of 
here, and faid to be fo long, as indeed it is 4 
very long one, iTb call it '^ BIU doe*; well e- 
nough ; but to call it z Bible is abfurd. Not* 
doth this dbfervation depend upon merO 
conjefturfe. Murray and Morton themfelycii 
who mufthe prefumed tp have been beft kV 
quainted with their own papers, did read the 
word bylle, in the place where we now find 
the word byhle or bybill, as'appears by one of 
their pap(?rs; wHich they exhibited before the 
ErigUJbcomrvL\^io\:ittk a.t London : ''^And in 
'^* tbi^ tim'e^'f^y they,', '^iz, i^. Januar^^ 

" ■ ' : '■ .': ■ ' ■'" 'S67 

' » Seethe ^Ipfery toUrrfs edition, of Chaucer. I have bc» 
Tore me juit now a kind o^ poem^hy phb P,\R. which' he 
pAl», 77;r lam'enMhn tf Lady Svotiatid, {vtntcd ttt ii$nS^ 
andr^ws in the Year 1572'; and in the dedication ta the 
)aird oi Dune, a SuperiiitendeQt^ he addreiles his j>oeip 
|hu^ ; . ■ ' • . • 

Gq Bill thattf to the laird:c/Dvme IMd tife^ 
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TtTfS Examination oftht Letters. 87 

^' 1567, Jhe wrote her hjlkr and other Lct- 

** ters to Botbwell * from Glafg&wP' The 

original forger's, meanbg is evktent;, that the 

byUe or letter was to be finiflied next day, 

(and that was the very cafe as to the letter ^) 

but it was (b.bng, that it hindered the fup- 

pofed wrker from writing news about herfelf, 

. If the firft / in the word hylU has the hw* 

ftroke .at die lower end tturned a little up* 

ward, or if a {mail fpot of ink touches it, the 

word imnae&tely reads bykle. Whether thif 

or the like had happened in George Buchan* 

an\ copy, dc hot, certain it is, that he read 

the word ityMe ; Ego eo, ut meam quietem irh 

heniam in arajiinom^ ut turn mea brblia^^/V^ / 

fed emgor^ :fuad,ea me afcrike^io ie me ipfy 

0d te impedintp (another edition h^s impediant) 

quit tarn diu efi. Thefe lati words denoting 

length of;tinte» were tnifarpptied alfo : For . 

the corf efj^hdiog words in the Scottijb oty 

!jgtxtal are ap]^d to the length of the letter ; 

%f)A therefore ought to have been rendered 

'by words CKprcffing length of meafure,or ex- 

jtenfion. This interpretation enrirely bewil* 

•dered the French tranflator. He not only 

was obliged to. ufe that ill-chofen Vord bible, 

rknialib,. becauie the words« tamtUu eji, 

!whichou^t to have beloi^^d to itj were on^- 

« ^ttdsrfiiCs colkft. vol. 2. p. 272. Append, p. 247* 
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88^ T'he Examtnatidn ofth^^I^eUers* 

ly applicable to a matter that impfied durati- 
on of time, he was obliged to interpret them of 
the Queen's repofe,or fleep/ which marrs the^ 
fenfe, and is evidently wrong. . But to ad* 
no more upon this head, let ahy.man eflay ta 
fhew how it can be accounted for) that a let* 
ter fhould be here mifnamed a bible, other- 
wife than on the fuppofition that the letter 
was written in our language originldly. 

In the fame 15th page, the Qtieenis made 
to fay, '* She was irked, and going toiQeep^; 
'* and yet ceafed fhe not to fcribbie all the ptfi 
*' per that Ihe 'had remaining.". Here Mr. Sun 
chanan reads naked for irked : ego nudatafum; 
fays he. They who are accuftomed to i-ead 
bur old writings^ know well, . that our; coun- 
trymen in thofedays often ufed the letters 
i and y indifferently; fo that they would wrire 
either tried or yrked, or rather, 'According to 
ihe orthography of that iim^y'irih or yri^^ 
Tt' is alfo certain, that their letter «, e^eciai. 
^y in the end fef a word, freqitently refembled 
their letter y: And there were (bme who 
ufed a fafhion of the letter r,;: which: ibore-^ 

'great fimiUtude-to the letter j inverted : And 
•from hence ttlight this blunder^ have been oc- 

xafiotied. ' But from whatever caufe it camfe 
to pafs> certaiti it is, that ndked^is noc, "and 

'irked is the true reading } the fenfe requires 

•'•'..•': '.' ^v". ,:-. ■ it; 
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it ; and fince it appears fo in the Scotttjh leit- 
ters^itis enough. This error, great as itis^tbe 
French tranflator has enlarged without autho* 
rity, and made it toute nue, (lark naked. Sure* 
ly to fit writing ftark naked, in our country, 
in the month of January, required a very 
warm conftitution. Thefe errors are lb gro& 
and (Iriking, that to find a tolerable excufe 
for tbem, wbuld be no eafy matter. But dill 
the Sr^yf//^ appears plainly to be the ori^nai 
of the letters. 

P. 22. The Queen is made to refer fomc 
things to the care of the bearer of the letter, 
becaufe file had too many things to write j 
after which we have thefe words ; / give 
truft to him upon your ivord. This is very 
intelligible. The Earl of Bothwell is fuppo- 
ied to have recommended this bearer, as a 
trufty perfon ; and the Queen to write that 
Ihe trufted him accordingly upon the Earl^s 
word : But unhappily the pronoun of the firft 
'perfon, /, being only one (Ingle letter, arid 
the moft fimple of them all too, efcaped the 
obfervation of Buchanar^^ optics, and, with- 
out it, the word give, of neceffity becanic 
to belong to the fecond perfon, fo he tranf 
lated the fentence, Huic adbibebis fidem, jux^ 
ta tuum verbum : And in Uke manner the 
-French tranflator after him; Vous adjoujierez 
fop felon voftre parole : poorly enough both 

furdjf 
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furely, but the worft of it i», that thdbr words 
convey no tolerable meaning* The bearer 
of this letter, a« they tbemfelvcs gave out at 
Tork^ George Buchanan bemg prefent^ was 
French Paris » ; fo alfo it is faid in the 
fecond letter \ and is confefled by Paris 
himfclf, or rather by Murray in his name^* 
This Paris had been an old lervant to the 
Earl of Bptkwellj and had lately been taken 
, mto the Queen's fervice : This had beqn 
well known to the forger of the letter in the 
Scottijb language, and is the very reafoa for 
which he makes the Queen fay^ that ihe 
truftcd him upon the EarPs word : And in- 
deed it was no fmall truft to have the car- 
riage of a Queen's billet-doux unfealed<»,efpc- 
cially as it contained no fmall matters* But 
no fliadow of reafon can be given why the 
Queen fliould have defired the Earl to truft 
bis old fervant, according to his pfomife* 

Letter ^. pi 53- Buchanan^ Latin, and the 
French tranflation from it, have expreft the 
word hir, which we find in the Scotttjh in 
thefmgular number, as if they had found it 
written tbir, in the plural. We find alfo that 
the fame was done at Tark c : And yet hir, 
as it appears in the Scotttjh y would feem to 
be the word that was defigped at firft, b^ 

cauic 

a AppeQ'A- P* t40« 152*. 

b Append, p. JO. c p. 76. d Scei>ove,p. 54^ 

♦ p. 152. 
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Tii Exatfihaihn of the LcUer^. ji 
taufeU fe^ms i€i be meant of the EarPs wife; 
•There are writings of thofe times ftill extant; 
io which Jiere and there it is hard to diftin- 
guiih betwixt the b and tb. 
' Lrttn 5. /►. 59. The word forefeetngj \t 
jreoderdd in the Frencbj premieres promejfesi 
which is the harder tq be accounted for, that 
the Latin verfioh 6f thap letter was never 
]>rinted. One would be tempted to fuppofe 
Ihat they had read finfaying; which marrs 
the ferife ; biit how to account for it any o- 
^er way, doth not occur at prefent, 

III. On other occaflons Buchanan hafi 
ioiftaken the Import of fome words, which he 
read well enough; and thereby introduced 
fometimes nonfei>fe or blunders into his own 
Latin, through which thef were tranfmitted 
into the r^enck yerfion, our pretended origi- 
jiaL Thus, 

Let. i.p. 6i Tlje Kiilg is brought m con^ 
jfejjing that he bad failed, but not in that 
whick be ever denied, fT^avid Rizioh mur- 
der probably, and detaining the Qiieen pri- 
mer) and^ continues he, ^ ftclike ha^e failed 
fofundry of your fubje8s, ivhilk ^ ye have for- 
given, in which fentence Mr. Buchanan has 
miftaken the fmall word tk for the particle 
which, with us, is ufed for the fign of the 
Pative cafe ; whereas, in this j;>Iace; it really 
q 18 

^ i. e. its like manner. ^ i. e. Vfhaaii 
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is what the grammarians call a copulative'coii- 
junftion : At prefent it is written thus, too; 
but in former times frequently /iJ'; of which 
an example is to be feen in thefe very letters. 
Let. 5. p. 38. /. 32?. and is to be rendered 
by the Latin word etiam. The argument in 
this fentence, fuch as it is, proceeds thus : I 
have failed : Sundry of your fubjefts have 
failed in their duty too : Th^m ye have for- 
given : Why not forgive me alfo ? But Bu^ 
chanan took the meaning to have been, that 
the King had offended feveral of the fubje^, 
For which the Queen had forgiven him. fec^ 
cavi etiam adverfus quofddm civium tuoruviy 
quod mihi ahs te condonatum eft. And in like 
manner the French : J^ay aujji fechi a Verh 
contre d^ auciins de vos citoyens ; ce que vous 
TtCavez fardonni. By which both argument 
and fenfe are funk. For on what occafion> 
pray you I how ? and in what capacity fhould 
the Q.ueen have forgiven her husband his 
trefpafles ^gainft her fubjefts ? No no ! the ex- 
preffion muft be underftood to refpcft the fub- 
jefts themfelves, who had been pardoned by 
her, fuch as Murray, Morton, Glencairn, 
Rothes, Lindfay, and many others. This 
word to, little as it is, will be found defpe- 
rately ftiff'-necked ; and will require a vaft 
force to throw it out, fo as to account for this 
blunder, how it could have come either intp 

the 
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the French or Latin, any way, but through 
neglcfting to take the word in its proper figni- 
jication ift this place ; and yet if that cannot 
be done, the caufe may not properly be faid 
to be defperate, but irretrievably loft. 

The word citoyens, for fubjefts, is alfo ill 
chofen, tho' it may be a tranflation good e- 
nough for Bucbananh cives : But that will 
not do ; for the French muft here be taken 
for the original ; and 'tis thought that fove- 
reign Princes will not be often found calling 
their fubjefts by that appellation, 

JP. 13. This is my firft jornay : IJballeni 
the fame to-morrow. I write all things^ howbett 
they be of little weight, &c. 
* Lat. Haec eft mea primi diei expeditio j 
eandcm eras finiam. Omnia fcribo, &c. 
Fr, Voyla ce que fay deffeche pour tnon pre* 
' ynierjour, efperant achever demain le refte. 
Je vous efcry toutes cbofes, &c. 

This very letter is certainly what is here 
called the journay or journal, being as it were 
a diary of the Queen's tranfaftions for fcveral 
days ; and this is what was to be finilhed 
the next day, which, as is faid in the very end 
of it a, was accordingly done. Let any one 
try his skill to find out fome tolerable mean- 
ing for Buchanan and his tranflator's firft 
(day's expedition being ended the next day. 

q 2 IV- 

f Append. ?• 28. 
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IV. Mr. Buchanan by ufing ambiguous of 
inaccurate words, or expreflions, has fomer 
times mifled his French tranflator> of which 
one example has been given already *, in the 
word citoyens. Another occurs, 

Let. I. p. 15. That nothing therethrough 
heffilt. 

Lat. Ne quid ob id fecus fiat. 

Fr. Que rien ne fefajfe autrefnent : Where 
the laft word doth not exprefs the full mean- 
ing in this place, although it frequently elfe? 
where anfwers the meaning of the wordy^? 
ifus. 

P. 16. Uncle. Lat. Propinquus; Fr. P*- 
rent. The word Uncle, which particularly 
denotes a father-s brother, or mother's bro- 
ther, could not proceed either froiji the Latin 
pr French^ which are general terms. 

Jbid. The Laird of Luffe. Lat. Lujfi^ 
comarchus. Fr. leprevojl de Luffe. George Bu^ 
chanari affefting to give Grpek or Latin terras 
for every thing, chofe this word comdrchui 
to exprefs what in our language We call a 
lairi, and makes frequent ufe df it in thai 
fenfe ; btu it doth not convey the true mean- 
ing of the Scottijb word, as it fignifies proper- 
ly the governor of a village. In this fenfe 
the French tranflator took it, and finding no- 
^hii^g tljat, as he though^> could convey the 

idea 
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idea.betcer> br %hzt fuitedthe ori^n of tho 
word fo well, he tranflated it prpvofi ^fLuffii 
which muft heceflarily hav^ happened chrott£^ 
this ivord oi Buchanan^ s\ for that village bad 
never a provoft ; and although it had been o^ 
iherways^ the gentleman, it is well kilowri| 
^as nev^r fo deiigned before or afterwards. 

Let. 4. p. 36. Conjideringthdt I could mi 
have remeedit thireunto, without knowing it* 

Fr. Veil que je n'y pouvcqre taettre ro- 
mede> fatis le donner a cognoiftre, 

Xhe Queen is. here mad^ to fay, that ihe 
could not have helped, or^ prevented ibtne- 
thing, becaiife ihe knew nothing about it: 
But the French has it^ that ihe could not 
have helped it, without making it knowii to 
others. Which it is reafonable to think has 
been occafioned by fome indefinife or dbfolute 
exprefilon in the Latin. Another example of 
the feme kind occurs in the fifth letter % wher^ 
the perfons are changed, and thd meaning $nd 
fenfe quite loft in the French. 

V, Mr. Btiehanan not only read ^rong^ 
but either he, or his amanuenfis, wrote (bme- 
timet ihamefuUy wrong : For example, 
• Let. I. p. 21. Bed in timore futuros froce* 
res, fu^ comitates fuijffet, fi aliquando inter 
ms Concordes ejfemus^ fe dafurum operam, ut 
intelUgeront qUam parvi eum xJiiTna£ent. It i^ 

^videitf 
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evident from the Scotujb word boafting, that 
ioftead of comitatus^ it Ihould have been 
tomminatus ; and that Buchanan defigned it fb 
is plain from the very conftrudion of this fen- 
tence, for comitatus fe daturum operam, is nei- 
ther language nor fenfe. The Frenchman 
cdttld not help it : So he k^pt by comitatus ^ 
Ittd rendered xifuivy. 

p. 18. The Queen is made to write, that 
4he had been preparing a bracelet for the 
Earl, and with much ado had fixed the lock 
fend key thereof; but in f. 25. it feemsno 
locks could be got for it : yet that was not 
the worft of it, for George Buchanan unhap* 
"^ly wrote the Latin word for a lock with c 
inftcadofany^ cera for fira, whereby it came 
to be rendered cire, wax in our French origi- 
nal: But what occafion was there for wax 
to a bracelet ? oir why fliould the Queen 
have been ftraitned for want of a bit of wax ? 
In the 2 2d Page it is manifeft that Mr. Bu- 
chanan, or his- amanuenfls, wrote, quod (or 
^uos, and the French retains that error. In 
fliort the Frenchman has clofely tranflated 
Buchanan^% Latin, errors and all. Onee I find 
"him to have taken one word for two, in this 
fame 2 2d Page. Meo jujfu quovis ibit. Mon- 
fieur read quo vis, and rendered it, // ira oh 
'vous voudrez, far mon commandement. That 
%j» King, at the Queen's commandment, 

would 
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would ^ where ever Botbwell pka'fed^ 
whereas it ought to have been, that he would 
go any where upon the Queen's word.. . . 

VI. Some omiilions alio happened in Mr. 
Bucbanarf% Latin verfion, and the very fame 
things are wanting in the French ^ as a whole 
fentence, p. 3. and another fliort one, upon 
the margin of the fourth Page of the firft edv 
tion, which a^hially makes a part of the let* 
ter> but has been confidered only as a margi* 
nal note. ) 

P. 4. /. $. The word y^rrf, or the like^ 
to anfwer the word endure, is omitted in the 
Latin, which occafioned the word velle to be 
rendered by demanderoit, contrary to the true 
meaning of the fentence. 

P. 23. Neverthelefs I Jhall draw it out of 
him. 

Lat. Nihilominus ego ex eo. Omitting 
the words id exfifcar, or eliciam, which are 
neceflary to complete the fenfe ; which made 
. thp Frenchman throw out three words moro^ 
ego ex eo, as not finding for what purpoi^ 
they could ferve by themfelves, and thus to 
enlarge the error, and lofe fight of the mean* 
ing. 

If more were requifite for proving that Bu- 
chanan tranflated the letters out of the Scots 
language, and that the French was tranflated 
from ^ tranflation^ almofl every fentence 

in. 
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^% tritf Examination cftU I^U^s. 
jb tbefe trapfladons, being compared <wit^ 
Ihc StoHtJbp vsrould contribute to confirm that 
it was certainly fo. The French is ahog^ 
Act as it were cut upon Loiin, and fomc 
word$ it has which could nevef have been in 
«L writing originally French; fuch as, be- 
fidea tbofe already obferved,/. 25* jdrgath- 
igy for Argiie, from Buchanan^% jirgatheJia. 
In X^^ 5* ^« 3d. there is an emendation by 
One <Hr other of the tranflators. The ScotttJU 
copy makes the Queen ufe thefe words to the 
£ail; ^hai nviib 'my honour 1 could never 
^Mrry you; feeing that being married ye dia 
scarry me avfayi This being a plain anticl- 
|)ation,' in (peaking of the EarPs rape 6f the 
Queen as paft, i>vhich had hot yet happened, 
the Cautious ti^anflators thought fit to throw 
it out, and ififtead of the laft five word^ 
there, we find tile words/ ny diet dvic vous; 
in the French. Biit hefe they /^e^ed more 
caution than they needed ; for had all their o- 
iher matters been right, thefe words eould^ 
l^ave done them no prejudice.- 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. r. 
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T'H^ oi^ftftanons cflintaioed in tiie ^vi- 
^Ceoiing chapter if duly co^fidered, wilt 
p^ found^fuffici^rit foi- removing eyery fcrupfe 
or objeiftiwataagin^We siga^nft the. forgery bf^ 
th^ l^Cftrs, which Mur^d^ ahd.hU party Aiirore 
to baire .been tVritren by . the Queens unlefi 
perfealp&idae Angle bbjeflbn tbit may be ftar?- 
M- ■ For iti miift be reoaark^d^ that what they 
4;^^ tbe^^igi^Is haye l^dng^g^ difappeai-ed^ 
fo Jhat ax prefenH they cannot be produced^iior 
tfl(n< it)beifaid with ^ny certaintyi* fo far as I 
twlearm t^t they will be found oiit after- 
^ards> although that might reafoiiably , be ex- 
pefted; Hence fome perfons> being ftraitned 
for ^.better ahfv?«i->iBay take dccanon to ar- 
^ue-, \ iThat pedpb are n<tt to be1)randed with 
f the foul crimen of forgery and perjury, oh' the 

* aiithdritj'of printed books : Thatilich crimed 
' can- only be ptoved by original ^rieirigs^ 
^ or Undoubted recordsi And-althdiigh thefe 

* JPremh lettersi have paft Tor true Copies of 

* tbofe which JldEtt-z-rtfy and his acc<>TBplic€« 
' Twore to be the Queen's^ whether ihe would 
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100 Tie Examination of the Jitters* 

* or would not ; yet. how can wc be • fufe 
' that this French, in which they have been 

^ * received univerfally ever fmce the xiii. day 

* o( February 1572, is the fame in which thefe 
' accufers prefented their letters ai London, 
' firft in "December 1568, and in which 
' they had them there for the fecond time, 

* from the xvii. d«y of February, to the 
' viii- day of April 1571? Be it To, fhat 
' they were printed at Loftdon) in thr6e fcve- 
' ral lartguages> in about ten months jifter 

* this laft peribcl, Was it not poffible neverthc- 
i* lefg, that fome impoftor might have chan- 

' gedthe original writings, and dreOed them 

V up in this fool's coat, in which we have 

.'.them, in order to affront the modeftyoftbe 

.' thrice worthy men,- who had fo fully and 

^* clearly giv«i their teftimonies, that the let- 

* ters were holograph in the Queen^s hand- 
^ writing? .' ' 

Would it liot be a very wild fupp6fjtion> 
. and equivalent to yielding the caufe, to al- 
ledge that papers ceckoned i^ fb high impor- 
tance «, had been puWiflled in words and ex- 
. preffions quite different from thofe in which 
they were originally Written) although in the 
fame larigu?ige^ even at the very time while 
the difpute was hotly carried on, whether 
fuch paperjs did, or ev€r had. really and a&u- 

* dee Prcf. p. xiii. 
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The ' Examhatioh of the Letters. r o r 

allyexifted in the Queen's band-writing? 
Andean it be 'thought, that fuch trumpery 
would have Iwen received then, and ever 
fince, for an Iwindred add eighty two years, 
as unqueflion^Wy true siftd genuine copies of 
the letters fexhibiced by Murray ^nA his fcU 
lows ? as if ^hey and the Englijb court,: 
whowe^efo'eai^neft to Have the letters belie- 
ved to be genuine *, would have failed to di(* 
cover the cheat 1 They were moft concern- 
ed in this matter, afid they only were able toi 
guard againft counterfeits, becaule they were 
pofleft both of the originals, and copies ; fo 
that no others could come at them but by 
their permUfion. Queen Mary had all a* 
long required the principals to be produced, 
that flie might have the infpeftion of them, 
and make afifwerN Her commiflioncrsalfo- 
by her fpecial commandment, had often re- 
quired the fame thing, but ftill that was moft 
unaccountably refufed, or deferred; for which- 
no fhadow of reafon can be ima^ned, but that 
her enemies were all confcious that the forgery 
would have appeared evidently from their pre- 
tend^ originals. They afterwards publifh-^ 
cd them in print, and difperfed them, with a 
view to difgrace Q. Mary, as they themfelves 
declare c: And can k be thought that, they 
■ y ■ ' r 2 ' would 

a Above^'praj. 42. 50, ^ p. 28^. 298. 34^, 
f See above, p. 25. 
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102 Tie Examifiatm (fthe Lett err. 
would have fpread abroad fpurioixs copies for 
that cfTedb, and have kept better! or gei^^ke 
ones in private with. themfelveS ? That h^4 
been a flrange ftratagem iadeed^ fpr.CpmpaG 
|ing their declared laudable pufpofes. 

One might naturally have ei^pefted ^o find 
^ clear and diftinft account of the lietters in 
tome of the firft editions^ in one or other of 
the three languages in whichfthey printed 
|hem in the end of the year t57i,apd in the 
beginning of the foUoAving year, al\ykys.fub- 
joined to George Buciananh.^ett&ion : But 
\n the Latin .we have otily Ge^rg^ Sucban'^n^H 
bare aflertion that they hi^d been written by 
the Queen, which is of «n6 ni^nper of confi: 
deration. In the edition in -our- language we[ 
are briefly told, * That the:Eaf 1 of Morton 
' had taken them inclofed within a frhall gih 
f coffer, m>t.a full foot long, i from; G^jrjgr^ 
f 2>j/^/tf//^, whom "th6 Ei^rl oi Rpthwellhi^ 
*» fent to fetch them out oti 'Edinburgh caftle^ . 
f That they were wiill known^ apd by oaths 
' to be affirmed to have been >yritten in 
f French wi^h the Queen of Scots own hand 
f to di^tEar), and were in |:ha.t edititi^uf tpnf- 
^ lated word for vyord.* , 

' Laft of aH, the Igtt^rs Jn the retrograde 
manner, appeared in -French; which editi- 
on has a fhort preface, where, after fomc 
liftcroperaw language vented againft Qi?een 
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^aIly's relitioiifi on the mother's fide, w« 
hft Ve the foUofiriiig account : 

* Finally, the ' ietfers placed at the end 
^ had been :wrkt^n by the .Qjieen, fome ii^ 
^ Fretich, fdme in Si:oitiJk, and imtt wholly M^^''^^^^ 
^fra»£latcdintoiil7//>;: But at I had no know- 
f ledge of the Scottijh language, . I chofe ra- 
^ thereto exprefe a]l thai I fpnnd b the Latin^ 
f th^n byfliewing myfelf too fcrupuloas in 
' thie change of a fyllable, to fruftrate thee 
f (O reader) of the light which thou Ihalc 
? have through them, for knowing to whom 
<'thb blame of that eseecraWe murder andor 
f cher enormities in them ^ontaijiedy ought ta 
f be imputed «.' , 

If he Was unacquainted with the Saotttjh lan- 
guage, pertainly he could not of himfelf ren^ 
dier imp French any thing written in that lan- 
gtiagc; fo it was reatfonable that he/hould 
\n that cafe call in the itf/Z/i to his afliftance. 
Bot in what Of how could that affeff any pa- 
|?6rs ^i^ich had Ijeet? originally, written in 
'. ' French? 



• "Ao fcfte, !es eplfttrs mifes fiir la feti avorent.efle^ef*** • 
crltes par la R(5yn^,partie en Francois,partie enEfcoilfais, 
ct depuis traduiAes, entierement en Latin : mals h^ayant 
fCoj^noiffiince de la langue EfcoflToifc, j*ay mieHX Aime ext 

Srhner tcnit ce que j ay trouve en If^n, qiie me mon-r 
r^nt tpop icrupuleux au changemofe d'uile fyHabe^ td 
ftuftrcr de rfefclaircifemtot que ta y awras poor TX)^noi- 
fCft 'a €^i la feiite de l^€xccrab!e meurtre, et autres enorr 
xmt€B*y contenues, dpiycnt eftre imputee?. 



d by Google 



l'o4 ' TbeExmihathnoftheLtttfrs* 
French ? He furely needed hcf affiftance from 
the Latin as to them. Ate; w«^» think that 
he tranflated them ,al(b from the Latin ? He 
fays it not; nay he ihuns to fay ri : " I 
" chofe, fays he, to exprefs all that I found 
« in the Latin -"that is, when rationally ex- 
plained, he giv? the French as he found Jt, 
but the Scettip- papers he was, obliged to 
tranflate inib French from the itf/Zw, becaufe 
he knew riot the- language in which they 
were originally written, and thus all was fuf- 
ficiently exprefed, but not all tranftateJ. 
Had he faid or meant that he tranflated all 
from the Latin, it muft needs be that he pre^ 
tended to have tranflated the French .fonnets 
too into verfeagain, out oi Latin, of which 
the abfurdity is yet more obvious. 

It is to be carefully remarked, that this 
firft edition in French bears in the title-page, 
and at the end of the book, that the printing 
of it was finiflied upon the xiii. day o£ Febru- 
ary t<n, at Edinburgh, in which city furely 
one could have had no difficulty in getting the 
^cottifi language fufficiently explained to 
"him ; and he muft have been a bold editor, 
and as bold a printer, who would have venv 
tured to publifli George ^uchananh deteftir 
on, and thefe letters along with it at that time 
in'that city, which, from the end of^/r// 

1^71, to the bednnipgof ^w?«/? 1572' w*? 
■ 5< ' • • altoge. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ti^ JExaminathn of, the^Letitrs. \m^ 

dltogeth^ at the command, and in the poG 
fefliojn of QiieenMARyfs'iriends ; and all her 
enemies had cither faeen. drivea out of it, i or 
deferted it of their own accord, and among 
the reft Lekprrvik their printer, and Knox their 
prieft* The fallhood of the aflertion, that4c 
was printed at Edinburgh f. hath, been made 
appear already » ; but thai is only one of the 
leaft tricks lof, this impoftor.. 

For, fet(^nd^, With regard to the letters 
which hewas publilbingin theQ.ueen^s name, 
he had no life at all for the 5c(?////I& language. 
He j[ays?fcaile.of themi had .been written in 
that language* So far from, it, that the whole 
eight letters, of which he gives us only ferett, 
vwere eidbibited in French,, zndi fworn to bfe 
the originals K/: Nor is there in any. editioit, 
in any of the three languages, in which that 
book was pubJiihed, one; fikgle. paper, writterf, 
or that can be pretended Jtoi have been writ- 
ten by the Queen in the Scottijb language;, 
unleCs it he tlje citation: of itbei Earl ofJLem^ 
to appear and.piirfue the:Earl oi Botiwis&, 
which being k formal la'wf paper, was certain- 
ly never writen by her, altho' it behoved that 
it ihould be iflued by her authority, and war- 
ranted by her ' fubfcription, 

. Tbifidfy, He fays the letters .had been \yhoI- 

* Above p.- 38. ^ Append, p. 87. ajj. 2^9. 25^^ 
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• lytranflatedintQ Latin, and> that hetfaofe to 
jexpfefsr all chat, he found in thai langaage; 
-wherdflfi in trudii he ttanfiatttd. ali that be 
,faund in die c^tixm in the Scottijbi kfiguagc^ 
'^hich makes oite half more (h^n is totttaiA- 
.ied;iti the Latin copies, eith^ written or pmnt- 
ued ; aU which imd l^een. added^ after: the La- 
din CDpg^ was printied, as appears from one of 
Cm/'s letters to M^dlfingbam % dateiithe firft 
'day of NoiTjethhar ri^fi'. '' Having this pre- 
/' fisaat occafign^ fays h^^ to fend two of my 
.*f Lprd of Oxfardh liien t:o Paris, at his 
^* Lordihip^s :re<|ue{l> 1 thocrght good :dfi> 
/* jherewkh tp fend to you thi? Hitle trew 
/^' tife newly printed in Latik^ in Commend- 
.^f iiig or difcamtniendihg the :Qnee]|i ofScoU 
f^ >a£Lbixs, to> farther her marriage WiAi.BotJi* 
f^ TvelL I^heaf it is tci Be tranfiated into 
'^ %nglifl)j with Edition of tna^ other fiip- 
'^ plements of: lite' condition i'M WiMch vn& 
aquindingly done ^t. London 4^ po^ dion{)t<by 
Cecils own direftion, although Joe gneiosf / 
ifcar it was ddne^iit Scotland ^/ . 

'Fourthly, which has as. litde trdth- in k 
asany-of the reft of his tales, this ^prcfecer (fo- 
llies that he had any knowledge oSih^ Scot- 
tijh language ; whereas he had : io much skill 
b ity that all ihacis£iperadded tq the Latin, 

and 

a Pigges's ambaflidor, p- 151. 

^ See above, p. 37, 38. and Append, p. 371. 376. 
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^nd which ha4 not been written in French', 
he aftually tranflated from a copy of the v^ 
vy edition in the Scotttjh tongue which bad 
^een printed at London a little before, as api 
pears fuflBiciently from his tranfcribing and 
adopting the very typographical errors that 
had crept into that edition, to which. he 
fometimes hath fuperadded additional errors 
of his own, as is common in tha like qafeSj of 
which take the following inftances: 

The jB^^/i/& editor of the copy io the 5r(3/. 
tijh dialeft, or his printer, finding a man cat 
led Blqck Maijler John Sfens^ froija his iron 
colour, to diftinguiflx him from another 7^/5;i 
Spens, who was one of the Q>i«en's Adyq- 
* ^tes, he made two Men out of him, one cal* 
led Black Maiftcr^ and the other John Spens k 
imagining that as Matfter was a known fir- 
name in England, it was to be taken for a 
iirname in that place alio : in q.onfequence 
of which the French edition has Blac-maijlre 
; for one man ^, and yean Spens for another^ 
which could only have happened immediately 
from fuch a copy in the Scottijb dialeft. And 
this tranflator in another place miftook Mat- 
fier^qr a firname, rendring •^//^r/f;^ maift«: 
^ JBrrol, Jbdri Mai/ier, SUur d^£rrp/e. 
' - f * «9 
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TThis printed edition in Scottifl? has, in twd 
different places, Chok for EHok ^, the name of 
a place, which error has beeti bccafioned by 
the near refemblance of eli and cb in com- 
mon writ ; and in the French we find that e^ 
ror copied \ 

The former « has Kinrof for Kinros, for 
^ firname, for which the latter gives us 
IRinrof^. The firft error proceeded no 
doubt from the fimilitude of the letters/* and 
f. And the additional error cannot be fo 
well accounted for any other way, as froni 
the great reftmblance betwixt the letters K 
and R in the Saxon charafter, on which that 
edition in iScoftiJb is printed. 

The printed copy in, Sr(?///j^, f. 123. for 
the proper names Herries, Lochinvar, Barn^ 
bougaU has erroneoufly Her elf ^ Lothinwar, 
Ber/ie Suxal,wh\ch in the French, fol. (Jo, are 
copied thus, fleireif, Bothirrwar^ Vernee 
Bruxal. Whence it will be manifeft enough 
tp thole who read old Writings, that the latter 
has be^n taken from the former, and that the 
additional corruptions in the French, as well 
as the original errors In the copy in Scotttp, 
have happened from the near refemblance of 
the letters /and/ / and b, c and /. h and 

vanaong 

• P. 111. troI.5X;52* «P. xi<S^ ' * 

JFd. 55, 
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t^i among themfelves^ in wriUDgs of thofo 
times. 

The edition ^ublifhed iti Mnglani in tha 
Scotiijb language has erroneouflyi f. I32, 
John Hamilton Commandar, inftead oiCom* 
mendatar of Arhroth^ and this French tranfla- 
ter copying after it, renders that word Com^^ 
mandeur, which denotes a quite difierene 
title, 

AUb the former, by a wrong reading of 
Henry Kinrofs*% proteftation, has the words^ 
all qubilk tyme, inftead of att qubilk tymep 
which, makes the fentence to exprefs a direft 
Palihood, and to (land at variance with the 
words preceeding and following; and whereas 
thefe.words, when rightly read, come in th« ^ 
middle of the fentence> by reading thena 
wrong, they are made to begin a new fentence* 
all which blunders are carefully taken down 
by our French tranflator. 

Since we are fo far led in among thefe 
naughty affairs, through we muft go, to gee 
out again* In the lad paragraph fave one, pf 
John Hay of Bowton^t pretended confeffionj 
a coarfe proverb occurs, viz. T'he longer dirt 
is hidden, it grows the ftronger^ of which fen- 
tence the leading word is wrong printed, 
deirt, which fo nearly refembles the F^nglijk 
word dearth, that it is rendered in the French, 
faim^ hjmger or famine. 
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f t4 T'h^B^a^iMthfi $f the Litttrs. 

"TheUft paragraph of the fame man's coii^ 
feiBon, begins thus ; binmejl be^ confejpt^ &c* 
Vhere the word iinmefi^ being ufed adverbh 
ally, and difiering confiderably from the man« 
fierin which t\MtEnglifi write that word, viz. 
bindtrmoft, bindmoft, or, c^s we find it in Cbau^ 
ter, binder eji^ this tranflator miftook it for a 
man's name, and rendered it, JtfimJI c^nfeffa^ 
&c. 

Hence It is very obvious that the Frencb 
tranflation muft have been taken immediately 
from a copy of the edition printed in England 
in the Stotiijb dialeft, and doubtlefs has been 
the performance of an Englijbmdn^ who, al- 
though he was under no difficulty to under- 
hand our language in general, yet could hard» 
ly fail to miftake fome words,* phrafes and 
terms that are pecuUar to it, and not in uffe 
imong the Engltfh, or differently written by 
them. 

Thus tho' the fyllaWcation of the Scoftijb 
word nvuiber, comoatonly through this firtt e* 
dition of SucbanafPs detcftion, had been 
changed, 'after the Englifi orthography, into 
neither, (which is only anpther manner of 
•writing the very fame word) yet it having 
unluckily paft whhout alteration in the Earl 
"t)f Caithnefs his proteftation, it created no 
fmall difficulty to the tranflator into French f 
to f:omprehend what could be the meaning of 

it 
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^e E^aiuinifion of the Letters. |f t 
it. At laft he imagined that it was not to be 
taken for one (Ingle word, but for two, which 
had been joined clofe together by an error ia 
the printing, therefore he read it no uther ; 
and, by fuppiying the word time, from hit 
own concepcioR only, he apprehended the 
meaning to have been, * That the Earl of 

• LenoM, and . all others, fliould be fore- 
' clofed from producing at any time after- 
^ wards, any other writings or proofs 

* whatever :' And accordingly rendered it 
thus, Lenos, et tons autres, quelconques fuf- 
Jent forclos cy apres a produire autres efcri^ 
tures, oupreuves, quelles quelles, &c. Where- 

*as the Earl o^Caitbnefs was only giving the 
jury's reafons for their abfblvitory verdift, bo* 
cauie neither Lenox j nor any other, had pro- 
duced any writing, token^ or proof whate- 
ver, for verifying the Accufation of the Earl 
of BotbtuelL 

Cecil obferves *, That the Scottifi ortho- 
\ graphy is not fo hard, but that, after the read- 
^ ing of two leaves, an EngU/hman may eafily 
enough grow acquainted with it. It is fo in- 
deed fot the moft part, but holds not univer- 
sally, as appears from the examples already 
given. But above all others, fome technical 
words and terms of our Scottijh law, . did 
jgreatly puzzle this tranllator : For ejcample^ 

that 
; Append, p. iZi. 
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that common exprefTion in our criminal law>* 
arte & farte, the import of which, tho' the 
words are Latin, is fo well underftood by e* 
very Scots man, could not be got fo much as 
read by thofe perfbos in England who firfl pu^ 
bliflied the edition in the Scottijb language 5 
The words occur in three feveral places, and 
in every one of them they are printed a^e & 
fart. It was not to be expefted that he who 
tranflated into French, from one of thefe co* 
piesy would mend the matter; nor did it happen 
fo ; for in the firfl: two places he retained the 
word affe, but not knowing what to make 
of the words & part, he paft them over 
altogether in his tranflation « : But when he 
met with them the third tiihe, he imagined 
that the reading ought rather to have been 
mU and part, than aif and part, and accord* 
ingly he rendred it en toute & en partie. 

The word dittay was no lefs unmanage- 
able. We find it firft interpreted, adjourn^ 
ment, or fummons ^ ; in the next page it 19 
•taken for a participle, as if it denoted that in- 
timation had been made of fuch a matter; 
the reafon of which was, that he embraced 
any interpretation of an unknown word, 
th?t he thought would make tolerable fcnfe ; 
wii therefore never made any fcruple to 

? Tol. 55. ftxxd 56, J FoL 55, fjj 
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tnake it an adje^ve^ora fubftantive, as he ima- 
gined the fentencc required* The next time 
. that it occurred, he made rt to fignify a pro- 
cefe a ; but at laft finding it explained by the 
^Engli/b, or rather the French word, indite^ 
ment, he obferved its true meaning \ but did' 
not look back fo far as to reftify his former 
iniftakes. 

- Befides the reafons already mentioned, the 
poornefs and improprieties of ftile in this 
French tranflation, do afibrd another ftrong 
argument that it was the work of fome Eng- 
iijhman ; for we find that the ftatefmen of 
that country in thofe days were at a loJ&, 
upon other occafions, when they had ufe for 
"Writing papers under-hand in the French lart- 
-guage. But if what has been faid already, ia 
this and the firft and fifth preceeding chajJ- 
ters fliall not be found fufficient to prove that 
^he letters in French, which were exhibited a§ 
originals, were a mere tranflation from ho- 
neft Mr. George Bucbanan^s Latin, and that 
they were publifhed by the court of England, 
aJJ that can be faid further to that effeft, will 
■^rove to little or no purpofe ; and fo I leave 
it : Only I defirc the reader to obfervc, 
that whereas in the preceeding fheets, the 
management of that bufmefs hach been charged 

upoa 

Vol. 60. ^ Fol. 61* 
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114 5"^^ Examination of the Letten^ 
ispon (ecretary Cecil, ic is not thereby meant 
that he did the drudgery part of that work 
fcimfelf^ for there are Come realbns to be coir 
lefled from papers yet extaot, which will 
fliew that he was not by himfelf altogether 
fufficiem for it^ ; it is only meant that it 
was done with his privity, and by his dire£U- 
on; atid a man, perhaps, might, without 
vanity, defy all the world to account for it 
otherwife : But the defign of this treatife is 
rather to fugged matters to. inquifitive and c^g- 
did readers, than to deliver any thing dogmar 
tically, or at great length : And it is thought^ 
that by how much the more numerous the pre- 
varications and fal&oods ufed by the Englijk 
courtiers to difguife the truths ijiall appear to 
have been, fo much the clofler and fafter will 
they fix the fraud and forgery upon themfelvcs, 
and their aflbciates : For had they been purfo- 
ing truth, they had no occafionto have gone 
in fo great difguife. 

Piggei'otnbaiTador^ p. 146* 
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CHAP. VI. 



J^xtrifijick Troofofthe Forgery of tht 
Letters to Bocbwell. 

THE arguments hitherto produced for 
proving the forgery of the letters^ are 
Ibunded on the letters themfelves^ viz. That 
thofe which were produced in French , and 
fworn to have been of the Queen's band- 
writing, were not fo, becaufe they were on- 
ly a tranflation from Buchanan^ % Lafin, which 
was itfelf alio a tranflation fronr the Scottifl^ 
language* That this Scottijh which they pre- 
tended > to be a tranflatioo> is aAually the 
original language in which they were written^ 
is evident, becaufe it is pure Scots, and con^ 
^ains no veftige of being a tranflation, has no 
foreign phrafes or idiotifms tranfplanted into 
it, but on tlic contrary abounds with the 
phrafes and idiotifms peculiar to our language; 
and thefe appear very aukwardly ingrafted 
both in the Latin and French y which dothi 
fufEciettf ly evince ;hac neither of them are o« 
riginals ; and the fame thing appears as ma- 
nifeftly, from the many blunders that are 
fo]LM3kdin them both, of fuch a nature, and fo 
t extra* 
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Il6 iTie Examination cfthe Letters. 

extravagant, that how they could have come 
there, can be accounted for no other way imsh 
ginable,but through the wrong reading or mif 
iinderftandingtheSt:^//i/&. On this fuppofition 
ilfo we are enabled to account why Murray 
fliouid have trufted more to his letters in our 
language, than he did to thofe in French ; in 

. fo much that when he firft fent them up to be 
confidered by the court o( England, be fent 
them mScotttJh, pretending that it was a tran- 
flation,which,had it been the cafe, would have 
been abfurd, fmce a copy of \ht original would 
have been far preferable. 

The want alfo of the fubfcription,indorfati- 
on, and feal, comes alfo to be reckoned among 
the internal marks of the forgery, efpeciafly 

* as the rebels gave out at firft that they were 
fubfcribed ». When after all that they wanted 
the fubfcription, it was not fo much to be 
wondered,.that they wanted the feal ; for the 
Qiieen herfelf had the feal ftill in her own 
cuftody, and a thing of that kind is not to 
be counterfeited fo readily: But . then it 
is quite incredible that any perfon of commorj 
titiderftanding would have intrirtl^d futh pa- 
pers, quitp open, to the care of an ocdinary 
Tervant, fuch z% Nicholas Hubert was. 

Sefides 

t sice above, p. 4J» 

: . ' 'A 
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7%e Examhation of the Letters. 1 17 

Befides alLthefe, there are other things in 
the letters that argue their forgery, as every 
attentive reader muft perceive* The forgers 
were under a neceflity of putting into them 
fbme things bafe, and criminal, or elfe they 
could have ferved to no manner of purpofe ; 
but the difficuky was, what things thefe IhouH 
be : And here they overafted^ in putting 
fuch monftrous cxpreffions into the Queen's 
mouth, as *tts incredible that they Ihould either 
have proceeded from her, or from any oth«r 
woman of tolerable fenle, or breeding : Thus 
letter I. f. 14. Ihe is brought in as writing 
in this drain. The Hevil finder us ^ and Gad 
knit us together again, for the moft faithful 
couple that ever he united. This is my faith ; 
I -will die in it. 

Again in the fame Page ; / cannot^ Jleep ns 
the reft do, and as I would dejire, that is, in 
your arms piy dear hve. And, p. 27. Novf 
feeing, to obey you, my dear love, I f pare nei- 
ther honour, confcience, hazard nor greatnefs 
ivhatfoever ; take it, I pray you^ in good 
part, &c. with much more of the like na- 
ture. 

Had the Queen been as deeply enamoured 

. with the Earl, as thefe men falfeiy affirmed, 

furely her writing in this ftrain would hav*e 

been an efFeftual way to have made him out 

of conceit with her. A man mult entertain a 

12 very 
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,Tery low and unworthy opinion of the 
Queen's difcretion or chara&er^ who can al- 
low himfelf to think that ihe was capable of 
writing fuch defpicable fluff as this; and fure- 
ly, whoever will venture to fay that he be- 
lieves that jfhe did fo, can run no great risk 
of lofing much reputation, for his own part : 
For fuch rhetorical rarities as ihefe, are hard- 
ly to be found any where elfe, unlefs it be in 
the famous book called THE p]i£SBYT£ai- 

AN ELOQUENCi;. 

But confidering what kind of people 
a man who treats of this fubjed> maypof 
iibly have to do with, it will be far mare 
fitting to bring fuch arguments from mat- 
ters of faft, as will flop the mouths of 
gainfayers, and command the aflcnt of all 
who are capable of onderftanding them, than 
to expeft that every one will liftcn to reafon' 
ing from the higheft probabilities, in fome 
cafes. Therefore having already proved the 
point from intrinfick evidence, let us fee, in the 
next place, if the fame thing cannot be made 
put from extrinfick evidence alfo, I me^n from 
unqueftionable documents, even by the pub- 
lick records of the kingdom, 
' The firft letter, which is of an extravagant 
length, pretwds to give an account of her 
roajcfty'3 behaYiQW from the tune of her part* 
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ing with the Earl at the Calendar % to the 
lime that the letter itfelf was finilhed. It ap- 
pears from itfelf, that Ihe could not have be- 
gun to write it, at fooneft, till the fecond 
day after her arrival at Glajgowt becaufe near 
the beginning of it, ihe is made to tell (bme 
things that the King had done yefternight, 
after her coming ^ : Yea it would feem it was 
not begun till the third day after ihe had 
come to that town, becaufe, foon after ihe is . 
made to mention fome thing that was done 
the morn after her coming c^ which implies 
that the fecond day was then overpafL Thea 
in writing it ihe muft have tak<{n up two days, 
for, ^. 13. before we come to the middle of 
it, we find thefe words, This is myfirjljour* 
nay : Iflnill end the fame the morn. . And a 
a little after ^, it is faid, that ihe was writ- 
ing when the reft were ileeping : And again, 
within a little, lam going to feek my repofe 
till the morn, when I jhall end my byble^ [[read 
hille cj yea we have the particular place 
pointed out at which ihe left off writing the 
firft night ; for 'tis faid, f. 28. thatfhe had , 
no paper yefternight when Jhe wrote the memo- 
rial, that is, the memorial or credit given to 
Nicholas Hukert f, which begins on the xvu 
page of the appendix. Thus plain it is, that 

this 

• append, p. I. 76. 147. * p. 4* * P- 9- ^ t* J4* 
S - Scri^ove; p. ti. I See append, p. 152* 
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cpiftle could not have been finKHed till the 
third or fourth night after the Queen arrived 
at Glafgowy and ndt till very late that nighc 
too, as appears from^. 22. and 28. where 
it is faid that it was late. 

But upon what day it was begun or end- 
ed, doth by no means appear from the letter 
itfelf, for it (lands altogether without a date. 

The fecond letter mentions that Paris had 
been fent with the firft, and is dated/r^w Glaf 
gow this Saturday in the mornings without 
fpccilying the day of the month, or in whact 
month or year, which is fo vague a date, that 
had the letter ^een charged upon any other 
perfon than the Qtieen, there had been fmall 
hopes that ever it could have been fixed. But 
from the records in the royal archives, it 
may be found in what place the Queen was 
almoft every day. There we find that after 
the Prince's baptifm at Stirling^ flie had come 
to Edinburgh before the middle of January 
1^67, for from the 14th day of that month, 
wc find her granting charters or confirmati- 
ens at Edinburgh, every day, or every other 
day, to the 24th day thereof inclujiv^, when 
Jhe went to Gtafgow to vifit her husband. 
Now the 24th oi January 1 567, was a />/- 
ifoy ,on which day fhe grants a precept of con- 
firmation of a gift of lands in liferent, made 
Vy James Poyd of Trocbrig to Margaret 

Ct (timer 
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Chalmer, his bride >^ at Edinburgh ; at which 
place alfo, that very fame day, ihe granted 
a letter making y antes Inglis taylor to the 
Prince her {bi^ ^ Upon Stf^iofy the 28th of 
yanuary, Out had come to Linlithgow in her 
return from Glafgow with her husband, for 
there that day they conftituted Andrew Fer* 
r/Vr keeper of their palace of Linlithgow ^m 
And it appears by feveral charters, that they 
were come to Edinburgh before the end of 
that month ^ ; ' and there are deeds granted 
by them at Edinburgh almoft every day at 
ter that, till the day of the King's murder. 

The Saturday therefore, upon which tho 
fecond lener bears to have been written, 
could be npne other than the 25th day. of 
January. In it Ihe is made to complain of 
the Earl of ^othwelPs delaying his return 
longer thaii he had promifed, his forgetful* 
nefs to write, and that ihe had waited the day 
before in expeftation to have received fome 
letters from him. But as (he moft certainly 
had not left Edinburgh till Friday the xxivth, 
it could not be fo : Nay as flie (laid at leaft 
one night at the Calendar, in her journey to 
Glafgow «, it . could not be that Ihe had as 
yet arrived at Glafgow on Saturday morning s 

Yea 

■ Privy Seal regifter, lib. 36. fol. 94. ^ Ibid. fol. 34, 
• Ibid. lib. 35. fol. 114, <i Lib. 36, fol. JJ, 
.? Jlppend. p. 83. 247. 
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Yea the Earl of Bothwell muft have been 
prefent in her company on Saturday morning, 
^r elfe Murray^s Diary, and French Paris^^ 
confeffion are both falfc. Hence the forgery 
of the fecond letter is evident. And as to the 
fifft, the matter is ftill worfe, for to have 
written it, flie muft have been three nights 
it leaft at Glafgow before flie fet out from E* 
iitinburgh^ 

But was it not pofllble for the clerk whd 
recorded the charters to err and fet ^wn a 
wrong date ? Yes it was : Such an error may 
happen perhaps once in five hundred times* 
But here there are two papers on record, of 
that fame date ; and ahhough both had been 
loft, there are others ftill extant, which will 
do the bufinefs fufficiently. There arc twa^ 
for example, granted upon Wednefday the 
2 2d f£ January at Edinburgh, the one a gift 
lo Mr. James Hering of the Chanonry of 
^unkeld a, called Fergundynie ; the other i^ 
Confirmation to Andrew Moncrief of a pen- 
fionof 40 Marks given to him by the Bifli<^ 
of Murray K Now fuppofing that the Queen 
bad taken her journey to Glafgov) that very 
day, and ftaicf all night at the Calendar, by 
fhe very contents of the firft letter, as narra- 
ted already, it could not have been finiihed 

till 

• Privy Seal regifter^ Ub« j$. I9I. 44* \ Ibid. foL II4« 
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g)}l }m^ ipL f^e«;bii?4 nighf af^r £hc f rrivcd at 
GkfgQWf that.i$,UtQ on S^mrd^/s nijhtf and 
l]t^u§ the .fecqnflfett^r, wjbidx heari.dat^ q(| 
^y^id^y : WrJ^ii>g> .rouft . l»avp gqt b^foFf 
ihft^rft,; whiiQjji ia^i>al?fijrfjity, But to \\M, 
Vftf9'm>x^ qnithis, wQVfld be m<;re uifUng. , 
. . Tl^^r^e are np l^f^ tt^an tl^ree oiore of 
ffttr l^ffers.faM ^io^have been fent frwn iji/r- 
/^» ' with 4ir«fl;ions 119 the Jlarl ofBotiv/all^ . 
jb^W he fliQiiy belwve in raviflxii^g the Qu^^ 
Arty: p^rfw ; wfep read? them ^ill perceive, 
*hi* jb^fuppofe.h^r to haveri^fided therefor 
^esm^ d^y) ax . leait : Bvt the fad is ocj^err 
dVRyftt flwJ wa? ^bfept ^nlyjwo^ fights and 
one entire day : I^or Ihe went out of JS//rV 
hirgk, to^ yifit Ij^r ion npop X^^f^^y ^He ^ad 
i<)if .w^r/i, atid arrived at ^tirUrtg ribat nigbic^ 
i* ftppetrt by a charter to Andrew and JViir 
Jiafk F^iitni^t pf the lands of fF^fi^r /^^r- 
ntes-mill^ ScCf the for^ft of Kilfyce, and of- 
fice of foreftry of the woods of Falkland, &c» 
giwen^ ^i' HalfroikiScufi xxii. Jifrii 1567 % 
and by a rcfpite granted at Stirling ihzt fame 
day to y^wr^J Taylor in £j/?^r Tullybardins^ 
for theflaughterof ^////tfw Mtf/z, and other 
papers oCtbe fame date \ There are feverai 
other charters by her at Stirling, upon the 
icxiii. From thence fhe returned on the xxiv. 
. u ' and 

; Privy Seal regifteT; foL 97* ^ Ibid. foL 30. 4a. &c^ 
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tni was feizged by the Earl of Bothwell, at 
the head of a thoufand horfemen, at the Foul 
brigs, yxciditx the cannon of her owncaftle of 
Edinbur^hi Icarce Half a mile from the city 
gates, and)carried firft into the town> and after 
xhat to the caftle oiT)unbar. There are ex- 
tant two charters granted by her -at Edin" 
lurgh' i\i2.t 24th Day of ^ril ^ By .this 
the reader may confider, whether there was. 
time here for writing three feveral letter^ 
complaining ftiat Bothwell had not fent her 
word every day what Ihe fhoiild do, and 
that he had changed his mind4n her abfence^ 
with other efxpreilibns implying continuance 
of time. * • ' ' 

So long then as the piiblick records of 
the kingdom fhall be prefcrved, they wiH 
bear clear arid lading evidence of the grofe 
and abominableTcjrgeries and perjuries of the 
Earl of Murray and his aflbciates. 

^ a Privy Scal.fegiftcr foL 41. Foxbe^/ and foL 43. 

"Wright. 
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Of the eighth Letter, the Contrasts 
of Marriagey and Love Sonnets. 

AS wie have feven letters only in the pre- 
tended original French, and no lefs than 
eight in the Scottrfi copies, fome people may 
be at a lofs to conceive how that could have 
happened. We obferved already * that Afor- 
ray aftually prefented eight before the Eng- 
Ufh commiffioners, but they quietly rejefted 
one of that number. The reafbn was, becaufe 
it is fo confufed and obfcure, that there is no 
trapflating or underftanding it ; fo that had 
they prefervcd the Jr^/rrA ofit, it would pro* 
bably have helped to difclofe the forgery more 
thian any of the reft. 

Befides the letters, Murray and his acconi- 
plices produced two contrafts of marriage / 
betwixt theQueenrand the ^zx\o( Bothwell, 
the one without date, faid to be written by 
the Queen herfelf, and the other faid to be 
written by the Earl o(Huntly, as alfo fome 
French forinets, publifhcd along with the dc- 
teftion, both in Scots and jFV^;/rA, which are 
"as meer forgeries as the letters. Thefirftcon- 
^x % coih 
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1 2 ^ T'he Examination of the Letters. 
traft isftill extant *, and bears palpable marks 
of forgery; fof neit^epls k written by the 
Queen's hand, but in a kind of what they call 
in England chkhterfh^uA) not' is tht fmW 
fcription thife Qucen^s ; for » the fitft l«ter 
of her name, in all her genuine fubfcriptions, 
U ^the lame length always wjth the foUow- 
JQg letters ; but that letter in. tbe fubftri; 
ptioo to this pretended contraft^or promifeof 
marriage, isxngde twice as long as the follow- 
ing letters of the oame ; nor do the reft of 
tl^ letters bdar a great refemblanoe to hjer 
Irwe writing : Yet at the end of the deteftioa 
H^e are told that it is to.be avowed to be writ- 
ten with her own hand ; and altho' it be^rs np 
ldate> * Yi5t, fay they, it^ is upon probably 

* grounds fuppofed to hav>^ beeii madi&and wri^ 
^ ten by her before the death of her hiusband^ 

* tho' fome words in the contraft itfelf fciem 

* to fay the contrary.' From which the reader 
4nay form a'^udgment of thcfe' metis modefty. 

iWiiocver will be at pains to read the other 
contraA, will clearly perceive, that neither 
could the Queen have agreed to fubfcribe i^ 
lior would the EzAofHuntiy have ventured 
.to write fuch ftuff in her name. Id it the 
f Fopolal of the marri^e is made to have pro* 
.ceeded from her, and ihe is made, in a man* 
jSier to force berfelf . upon the Earl of BotS- 

I Cottonlan iSxvrgp Cal. c, i, fol. aoa* 
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wetti Which although it fedHjceh true, tlje 
Earl of IR/mIj/ ftirely was neither fouhgratd^ 
ful, norfo mdifcrcet, as to hare put plainly 
in writing, ^ * 

The fonnrits too feem to have been firft 
written in the Scottijb language as well as the 
fetters; Each fonnet is toiown to confift of 
fourteen verfesj but, unhappily, two of our^ 
to wit, the third and eighth, in the original 
Pfencb, have only thirteen vcrfes ; and yet 
We have the full fourteen, always in the ali 
ledged Scot^ trahflation ; which would rather 
argue that it was the original. George Bt^ 
chanan tells us that they are written with to^ 
lerable elegancy: Indeed it was neceflarjT 
they lliould have been fo, to make them paft 
for Q. Mary^s compofition : But every man^ 
ey€s and ears ; will tell him, that it is not (o J 
the verfificatidnis ftark naught, the thought* 
altogether mean and incoherent; and, inl 
word, the wliole cbmpolitioti;'and every part 
of it, quite dcftitute of the elegance and accte 
racy required in a fonnet. 
; Having thus pointed out fo many glaring 
and convincing marks and proofs of the for- 
gery of thefc naughty papers, as well inter- 
nal as external^ it remains only to afcertain 
•who w«re the forgers. But here we are at k 
lofs. Moft manifeft it is, ' thar 'Murray and 
Morton mud have been aftive in the contri- 
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yancc and 4irp6tioji of thi^ horrid piece ft^ 
yillany j but who it was that invettied the 
very exprefliw5> ,:}nd imitated the Queen's 
Kand-writirig, is hard to fay. George Bucha-^ 
man is the only man that caabe condcfcended 
upon as an affiflant m this matter, as he tran- 
slated the Scoitijh firft into Latin, for the 
French tranflator's greater bonveniepcy. 

This man having been chofen moderator of 
the General Aflembly of the kirk, upon the 
.tenth day after the Queen had been Ihut up 
in prifon at Lochlevin, imagined himfelf by 
that promotion abfolved, not only frpm the 
lies of loyalty and gratitude, but al{b, it would 
feem, from every other moral obligation : So 
he laid himfelf out. v/hoUy to defend the caufe 
of her Majefty's rebels and traitors, in dired^ 
oppofition to known truth, ^ and to the di- 
fiates of his own cpnfcience;. firft by his con- 
currence in tfiis forgery, and then, that very 
feme year, by writing his dialogue i?yf/r^ reg^ 
»i. Ijhe next year he was among -the foremoft 
who produced thefe very letters at Tork, 
and offered to fwear that they were wriaeii 
J>y the Queen, .a^nd wrote his fcandalous libel 
xalled the deteStion, into which he tranflated 
fome of them isis hers, cited judicial confeffi- 
pns * J for things that never were in them> 
and all the reft he made up of ihamelefs fal(l 
-f hoods, 

: j.See above, p. 33. 
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lioods^ mod of which will, .ix)<ahy thinking 

perfbn, appear ihiprobajble as firft view, and 

ibme %>£ tbaoi :iie has hot. thbught it nieceflary 

to briQg within liie compafs of- niter |)oinbiQ- 

ty. :..; i- ":;::'.. ;. *.^. ::- • ^ .•■: j 

I well know that fome of his later difcipliefe 

contend thai he'drd not write 'his dialogue de 

jure regniyio {ooii as the year MnLxvri. 

ivhenhe was moderator of the General Af 

^nvbly^ tlonking thereby to elude Gordon of 

Stralocbh cenfiire, that he. wrote it wiic^a 

a^iew to promote the £ad of Murray to thi: 

crown, and that he afterwards mad^ it, a3 ic 

were> thePoIe-ftar byrwhich he (leered hfc 

cotfj;^, in wrmng what he c^lls his biftdryof 

Scotland: ;rBut this fcarcely defervcs to bate 

^ny notice iaaken ofit; for any man who. will 

jrcad a very ,fmall part of it, atihe very b^ii- 

iiing, will fee clearly from : itfelf, tbaio* 

hvas written wkhont lofs-of time, aftecjlwB 

iQueen'sUmprifonment, and his own modf^fji- 

torfliip. .*• Bttt'/if that is:iiot fufiicient, Catder- 

^fi/5(7rf's^aaithoriiy play prevail withfi>ttie,. who 

Tpeaking of the affairs oiMurrafi parliamenr* 

iri December 1^67, in his hiftory, faysek- 

prefly, thztSucbananv^vote his rf/W^^w^ a littje 

before that time. I do not mean the fpuri- 

oils hiftory obtruded upon the world by fome 

godly perfons; in print, in the Yearid;^, 

under Cald^rwood^^ name i but that which 

' goes 
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;gc^s under faiscAaoie in thetrtaiirurcript^; vH 
•though the former part of ic waq only bor» 
^wedby'hiiii};&riit had bechiirawn up by 
-^Min Knoath amanuenfis/ outibf J&?m!s px^ 
pprs, by authority of the General Ailei» 

fciy.- - ..:.:':.'..'•::':'-• V .' 

•. Thefc peoj^le: alfo deny that he wrote the 
iibel called tie deuSian, fo Toon ^f the year. 

1568, becaufeit isjthere (aid thac the Earl of 
-jMkrray vois dead, who <fiB<J not toll jMuar^ 
1570. ; But that is only.a.fittalbpaitn&efi^ 
^hfertedbefor^ d)eboQk.wa3.pin€e4 V for the 
j^ery firft fentenc^ fiauiw that ic Wae wiktea 
4y way of aprdliide tpthektiiltd^ cran&Br 
'.oif$ in £jsrg/^l/t^' ki tbd Yeiri i/5'tfB, J||/liem 
'jMcirr4)(andh]^ accomplices went thither to 
iaccufe riieir Sofeccign jafher btisband's map- 
•d^r, at\d XK^JBiticbunw ikmg with ih^xsh 
4aot^ione ortheir.coma»ffioneti>aaheh|fn{€tf 
^tJld faifinuatd s but ooly for indenting and 
-Spreading abrokdrith^ fcaiidalwd fifl30«ia> 

tm Ubd, to :tfae Q«ecn^s dilhaMiin .- 'A 
c :.lCitftial!L.bea8ked, how itco^ come to 
'«^«, that a inanoffo deep judgiiient tod 
^r«at learmng,as MrMegrgt Bn^baMnAo^id 
::haTe feUen into & many and fo.gHpfs Ww- 

4erp m tranflating thcfe letters ,wcj> Latin ? I, 
'for my part, cannot account fiw it better than 

18. done already, from /• 81. to fB, It ia an 

... indif 

«i£ft. lib. 19. p. 372^ 
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•,in3tfptitib!eih'attcr*c^^ fbr AvHrcfe all J^eV- 
foriS aVe'fequk^ly cbttcertfti^d 't6 a'tcotn*, hoXv it 
%far()6feii'ed. Tfc^t vetffcyh ^teclarts itfelf tb be 
J^U^Mah^ ftflfe '; 'ahd that he wi^ the author 
oTtfrii lib'dtb t)^'rch\ie-fufcjoififed that verfion, 
irfid in WWcli hfe ^Ites it, we ^^Ve the teftirtib- 
'tii&S6f^tt6feh£7f2ri/^f^ S hs paCroneft, and 
"iKVtdil 'her feetetaTy «» ; the edirions alfo t)f 
^tlhetranflati'cmtfftHs his Kbdf printed in 5r^- 
tijb at that time, ^fe^r his nafiYe in the titlfe- 
jjafgers, i'nd ^hat the Scvttifb W^s tranffated 
IfrcyttiWs-Latinf Aniit was liMVerfattyagreed 
^ t6 hivfe beenfb, t^ll a late fiincaftical wri- 
'tfef tot)k a'Crdtch^t in his head; that he could 
*ltrde the ftn^ratiah of thd forgery of the 
tettm,'by defnying that BuciaMn- wrote his 
^'S&t^SI'roit \ii Eathi> In tvhich notion however 
fefe islflceto get no YoBo^^ers, lut among per- 
son's as weak^ntl incbnfideraite as himfelf. 

It is a tixifhke in pepple to imagine that 
^BuchatiUn was alWays an accurate tranflator. 
He has miftaken the Scott ijh lai^uage upoh ^ 
a'nbthisr occafion, iand thereby ictrbduced 
fdfeiie uhpardbnaWe efcapes, and incredible ftb- 
ries teto Ws hiftory. For example ; in his XV. 
^obk lit telk a fad ftory, ' how four men 
' were put to death for eating flelh in forbid- 

* dfen time ;' and a fadder ftiil, ' of a woman 

* Who, beca\ife,tn herxhild-birth, (Ke would 

, X' ** not 
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, I g 2 . Itie Examinathn df the Letters. 

* not invoke., the Virgin Marfs afliftancc^ 
' was put to death, and her child alfo.* 

. The former ftory, let any man believe who 
. lifts : But the latter is an error in tranflatmg 
Lindfay of Pitjiottie. George Buchanan bor- 
rowed from that heedlefs author moft of his 
•hiftory, from the reign of King James 
' This Lindfay f in his ruftick and tonfufed man- 
ner of telling his tales, expreflethhimfelf on 
this occafion in thefe words: 
• ' At St. Jahnfton, the Cardinal and Gover-/ 
' nor, with the, Earl of Argile, Juftice o| 
/ Scotland, condemned to death four hc*» 
J ' neft men, and gart hang them, r becau|fe 
*' they, ate an rpftedgoofe in lentren : Ajfad 
./ further, condemned an young .womanj to 
./ the deaths and. gart drown her, becaufe^fhe 
/ would not pray to our Lady in her birth 
' and deliverance of child : Therefore they 
-f took the young babe off her breaft, fucking, 
' and drowncfl her, but * mercy, as I have 
'ihewntoyou/ 

I Buchanan imagined that the latter part of 
.this fentence was to be underftood of drown- 
ing the child ; whereas it is plain that ho 
.fuch meaning had ever entred into his au- 
. thor's head, nalh and credulous as he was. . 

But hercallb fome readers will need to be 
informed, that they .are not to expefi to find 

this 

* /. .e. without. 
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T'he Examination of the Letters. rjgf 

' tliis paflage^ in Pitfcottie\ hiftory as it is 
\ printed, no, nor in many manufcripts of it ; 
for as they caftrated and mutilated Calder- 
tvoodh hiftory, of which mention has beea 
made already, fo did they with Lindfay of . 
Piffcottie^Sy efpecially from the death of King 
yames V- and this they did long ago ; fo that 
an intirecopy of it is fcarcely to be found at 
this day. 

Another gentle trip of the fame kind may 
be feen in Buchanan's tranflation of Queen 
Mary's inftruftions to the Bilhop of !D««- 
hlane, whom flie fent to France to notify her 
marriage with the Earl of Botbwell/ znd to 
make an apology on that account. When the 
Queen comes to tell how the E2Lr\,fnding 
her an/wer nothing correffondtng to his dejire^ 
and cafting before his eyes the ontoward- 
V ESS of her own mind^ &c. he ufed fuch and 
fuch praftices. The Englip negative infepa- 
rable prepofition un^ is amongft us pronoun- 
ced on, and in Queen Mary's days was fo 
written ; thus the Englijh word unfeemly was 
with us written onfeemly, and their untoward- 
nefsy is the fame with ontowardnefs in the 
place now cited, though not ufed precifely in 
the fame meaning; for with them it frequent- 
ly denotes frowardnefs or perberfenefs, but 
with us backwardnefsy or overfeneJsMvfYAQh 
fenfe it is to be underftood b this place : ¥«-^ 
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luckily too, n, the fecoad letter of that wor4s 
in moil wruings, of that ag<e, is no): to b? ear, 
iUy difiinguUhed from, the Let;tec ^ and. this^ 
gave occafion to Buchanan, or tp the peripcL 
who tranfcrit>edthje copy fpr his nfe, to r^adj 
' ^utwardnefs, tranflatipg it exieriora indicia^ 
Yfhich conveys a aieaolpg reprUgnant to th^ 
Queen's meaning. For my pay t, I kno^^^ 
not whether the expreflion outwardnejs of 
Tny mrnd) be either Scottijk or EngJiJb : But 
whether it; U fo,, or not, fur^y the Queen di4( 
T^X make ufe of it in this place, biscaufQ ic 
13 not to the purpofe. 

Some have ailerted that BMchana^. repent- 
ed him at lafl of his having a»(per(ed th^Queec^ 
fo vilely. This ho\yever is aS{ obftina^tely dc-. 
niedby his greateft adm^irers, ;^ if it ha4 
bera a crime of the deepeft dye. Whoever 
i[efleas.that he died upon the a^ath of Sep-, 
tember, and had. within, a month before, th?^ 
jHiblilhed his hiftory, in which he recapitu-. 
^ated the mpft of his farmer falfe afperfioo^^ 
;^d added many hundreds more, both of the 
^een, and other perfo^is of great charafter 
ap4 worth ; whoeyer, I fay, reflcfts oi^. this^ 
ifpjj^ confefs. that he \yas not then i^ a repeat- 
ing, ftrsun, Np man indeipd ought to fay that ha 
K^pented not : But if l^e did, it would, fee^ 
t^at itij^^uft have b^en as the mifer part? wirb^ 
b^sgiqi^j, ijf be.^arts with it at alj, in tfijh 

articuh 
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T'ie Exnnkifuition^ of the LeUers. \^ 
^Xtculo mortis, ^t the very laft gafp, : Fpr^ 
h^d he aftually repented while he was in a con-, 
dition to declare it fully, what had he to do, 
>ut to tell chiefly, among other things, thati 
he himfelf had a hand lA thefe vile forgi^ries i 
A tiling that I take %o l?e as cldar as the fun, 
in the ni(?ridian- But perhaps it may be (aid,, 
that bis friejids, who would probably b«r 
about him at his laft moments, would not 
have chofen to reveal, but rathef to fmother 
fuch a cpnfefEon, wbich^ if revealed, wouH 
have run quite contrary to the defign^ 
pf the faftipn whiqh he had efpoufed, froffl| 
firft to laft. All that can be faid to t;hb is^ 
lihat it is a very plaui^ble fuppofition, but 
doth not ftand upon any Iblid foundation^ 
for any thbg that hath appeared hithertp^, 



CHAR VIII. 

Of the Forgery of Nicholas^ Hiibett^ 
or French Parish Confejfions. 

• 

T*He confeHlon.af JFV^^riJ P^r/V, firft pu-. 
• bliflied by parries Anderfon, is fo full 
and particular, both as tcj^he letters and the 
Xiiag's murder, that it weighs more with fbme 
people than any thbg elfe that hath hitherto 

been 
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1^6 7%e Eicaminathn of the Letters. 

been ^Hedged upon thefe heads, and hath 
mifledeven people of more than ordinary fa- 
gacity and judgment : For I well remem- 
ber that ope of our late criminal judges, of 
high charafter for knowledge and integri- . 
ty, was, by reading it, induced to believe c- 
very fcandsi that had been thrown out againft 
the Queen ; on which account it requires to 
be examined the more narrowly and circum- 
Jpeftly : Indeed the letters themfelves ha- 
ving been proved to be forgeries, it follows 
by direft confeqijence, that he never carried ' 
them between the Queen and the Earl of 
JBothxuell, let him have confefled that ever fo 
often. But there are other feparate obje&ions 
and arguments againft the truth of his confefli- 
ons, for there are no lefs than two of them,one 
more fpecial againft the Earl, which is dated 
thepth q{ Auguft 1569, and the other chief- 
ly againft the Queen, and in fupportof the 
letters, bearing date the lothofthat month. 
James jinderfon publifhed only the laft of 
them ; but as the former is of a.yery Angular 
nature, it deferves to be known as well as the 
other ; and it is tranflated in CaUerwooi^^ 
hiftory in manufcript, as follows. 



French 



d by Google 



T^ej^^T%m^sfrft Cpnf(J^9rr. 137 



French Parish ^r/2 QonfeJJlon^ ix. Auguft 
• ^5'69- . • . 

* IT Confcfs here before God and the world, 
' •** That upon Wednejday oxThurfday b^- 

^^ fore the Sunday g{ the King's murder, f 
^ being in the Queen's chamber, at the Kiri 

* of Field, in company of divers others, abi4- 
' ing her coming from the King's chamber, 

. ' my Lord Bathwell came where I was, an,d 
' rounded unto me, faying, Paris, I fin^ 

'/ mc not well of my ficknefs,- the bloody 
' fluxes, that thou knoweft. Canft thou not 

.' find me out foiive quiet place, where I may 

. ' go to do my bufipefs ? On my faith, faid I, 
' my Lord^ I was never in this chamber till 
^ now ; nQtwithftanding, my Lord, I ftiaU 
' feek out fome place ; which I did: And 
' having found a- quiet nook, betwixt two 

* doors, I faid unto him, Come on, my Lord, 
. ' if you be fohafty. And we being thereia 
/ entred, I clofed the door upon us, taking 

* bis gown from him, and'began to loofe his 
' points* He looks to me, . and asks how I 

/ did. Well, my Lord, faid I, I thank God, 
' and you that hath caufed me to be made 
' chamber-child of the Queen's chamber. He 
f anfwered me, that that was not enough, and 

I tbit ^ 
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-* that he would do more for me. I faid I' was 
' content^ and that I defired po more in the 

"* 'Qud^enS bbufe, cbnforlH ^ritb triy qtialh^, 
' and that I was content with the fame. He 
J^ -anfwered me, that I Ihould.want nothing 

*^ whereof 1 fliould fiiew him : For, fays 4ie, 
'^ thou haft done Vne -good and kwful fervic^, 

y fince thou haft ferveld nie, and I know thou 
" haft hid my lliame and ^fhonbur, where 
^ thou hadft occafibn to declare the fame, 

'* when thou went from my fervice fortlfi of 

"* England. My Lord, faid 1, * I haVe ^bne 

"* nothing, but the duty of afervaiit. l^fow, 
^ well PtfW/, faid he, for 5iS ihuch asl hkve 

'* found thee a true and faithfurferVaht, I vt^ill 

* tell thee pnfe thiftg, but keep it und6r the 
'♦ pain of tliy life, that no creature know 

thereof. My Lbfd, faid I, It pertain^th 
not to a fervaht to reveal his 'hiaftefr'fe Ic- 
crets, when he 'foVbiddeth hitti : But if ye 

* think it be any thing that ye thihk I cknhot 
'* keep clofs, tdll it hbt me. Wbjs thou 
'' what the ifiaftier is, faith he ? If that this 

* King here above get on his feet over us 
' Lords of this realm, he Would both be ma- 
'* fterfuLand crud : But as for us, we Will hot 
'* thole fuch "things ; and ialfo it is not the fa- 

* ihion of this country ; arid therefore among 
' us we have concluded to blow him up with 
^ powder within this boufe. Iq hearing this 
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Frcflich V^m^sfirjt CdnfeJJiorti i jjf 

''I faid riothing, but looked do\^n to the 
' ground. My heart and fcnfes. turned fud- 
' denly, to hear him fay fuch things. ' Then 
' looks ht to me/anci fays, What thinkeft thou 

* man ? My Lord, I am thinking upon that ' 

* which ye have faid to me, * which is a great 

^ and no fmall thing. And what thinks thou \ 

^ thereof, faid he ? What think I, my Lord, 
' quoth I, it mdt plcafe you, appa|-don me^ 
' if I fhaHtell, according to my poor fpirir^ 

* what I think. What wouldft thou fay, quoth 
^ he ? wouldft thou preach? Said I, ye jihall 

* hear. Well, f?id he, fay on, fay on^ 

My Lord, faid I> fince thefe five or Cxt 
^ years that I have beien in your fervice, I 

* have feen you in great troubles, and nevef 

* faw any friends that did for yoti. And now^ 
' my Lord, ye are furth of all your troubles^ 
^ thanked be God, and further in feourt, as all 
< the world fiys, than ever ye was : And, fof 
^ my part, I fee every one> great and fmalli 
' make their court to you^ But, I know not, 

* who laughs upon you, that would fee yoil 

* otherwife. I know not, my Lord, ye are 

* of this feountry ; moreover it is faid, that ye 
' are the greateft Lands-lord of this couptry ; 

* and alfoi feeing ye are married, at which 

* time a man fiiould be fitten downy then ot 
' never, therefore, my Lord, if ye take fuch 
' an cntcrprife in hand, which is great, it 
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i^a Trotich VzrWsJlrJi'CofffeJpon. 
' fliall be the grcateft trouble that, ever yo 
' had above all others ; for every one will 
' cry, Have at you : And ye will fee it. And 
' well, faid he, haft thou done ? It mot pleafe 

* ypu, my Lord, appardon me that I have 
': fiiid; : according to my poor underftand- 

* ing. And, be^ft that thou art, fays he# 
' thinkeft thou that I do it tny alone, or of 
' myfelf ? My Lord, faid I, I know not how 

* ye do it, but I know it ihail be the great^ 

* eft trouble ever ye had; How can that be^ 
' quoth he ? for I have Lethington^ who \% 

* efteemed one of the beft irigincs, or fpirits 

* of his country, who is the enterprifer of all 
' this thing : And then 1 have nay Lord ^rgile^, 
' ray Lord Huntlyj my brother, my Lord of 

* Morton f Ruihven and Lindefay. As for 
' thefe three ones, they will never fail me, 
' for I fpake for their grace ; and I have the 

* hand-writs of all thofe that I hiave told thee 
' of ; and alfo we were willing to have done 

* it the laft time that we were at Craigmillar r 
' But thou art but a beaft, and a filly poor 

* fpirit, . and not worthy to underftand o\: 
^ know any thing of confequence. Faith, my 

* Lord, faid I, it is true ; for my fpirit fef- 
' veth me not for fuch things, but rather to 

. ' do you fervice in all that I may. Now, 
' well, well, ray Lord, they may well make 
' you mafter and principal of the deed, buf, 

I when 
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French Vzm^s ^rftConfeJfton. 141 

' when k is done, they may happen to lay 
' all the whole upon you, and then fliall be 
'. the firft that fliall cry. Ha, ha, at you ; 
' yea and them that fliall put you firft to 
' death, if they may. ^ 

' But,- my Lord, faid I, pray you have 
f mind of one, whom ye have not mentioned. 
' I know well that he is beloved of all the 
' commons of this country, and of us /V^/7fi&- 
' men : That when he governed the fpace 

* of two or three years, there were no trou- 
' bles in the country : All went well : Money 
' had the courfe. But now, ho man is feeii 
'that hath any money, and nought elfe is 
f there now fince but troubles. He that I 
' fpoke of is wife* and hath good fi'iends and 
' allies. What is he that, faid he ? My Lord, 
' faid I, it is my Lord of Murray : I pray> 
' you, what part taketh he ? He will not, 
' faid be, meddle with the matter. My Lord^ 
^ faid I, he is the more wife. Then he turn- 

* ed about his face to nie : My Lord of Mur- 

* my ! my Lord of Murray ! my Lord of 
■* Murray ! he will neither hinder us, nor 
^ help us ; but all is one. Well, well, my 
^ Lord, faid I, he doth it not without caufe, 

* and ye will fee it. .Hereupon he command- 

•* ed me to take the key of the Queen's cham- 

' ber-door in the Kirk of Field. I refufiqg; 

^ wherefore then, faid he, have I placed you 

y a Ma 
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14^^ French Vm^sjirjl ConfeJJion, 

f in the Queen's chamber, but to draw fcr* 

* vice out of thee ? Alas, my Lord, (aid I, 

* it is to do you fervjce in all things, fo far 
f as I may ; but I thought with myfclf, and 
' faid nothing, (becaufe I feared him,) If J 
f had known this thing, the chamber Ihould 
f.never have chambered me. And thereup? 
' on he went from me forth of that holc^ 
f where he had done his bufinefs. 

f In this mean time, viz. on Sunday at 
f night, long after fupper, come J^Gbn Hepburn 

* and John Hay, and knock at the door, and 
f entered where I was, and brought powder 
f with them in pocks, and laid it down in the 
f midft of the chamber: In doing of which my 
^ Lord of Both-well came down to them, and 

* faid, Lord God ! what a din ye make! They 
^ may hear above all that ye do. And fb he 
^ looks, and fees me, and a^sks what J was do^ 
^ ing there, and bad me follow him up to the 
f King's chamber ; which I did, and came and 
f liood befide my Lord of Argile, with 
^ whom my Lord Bothwell was fpeaktng, 
f The Queen went toward the ^bbay^ and 
f went up where Baftian^% bridel was, and 
f I was up in a nook, where my Lord of 
f Bothwell came to me, and asked, what ailed 
f me to gloom fo, and to be fo fad, and that 
f I made fiich a gloomy countenance before 
f (he Qu^en I he ihould graith me in fuoh ^ 
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Frcnck IhiMsfirft ConfeJJion. 145 

fort, as I never was in my life. I care not, 
my Lord, (aid I, what ye do to me iioW| 
bcfecching you to give me leave to go. to 
bcd^ for I am fick. Nay, faid he, I will 
that ye come with me. Thereupon he 
went into his chamber, and after changmg 
clothes, he went forth, taking with him the 
tailor and me ; and fo went and entred wi(h* 
in the garden of the King's lodging: The 
tailor flood ftill by the wall-fide, and I befide 
him. My Lord Bothwell came to the gar- 
den door, and then came again to us, where 
alfo John Hay and yoin Hepburn came : 
And incontinent, by they had fpoken with 
him, behold ! like a temped and a great 
thunder-clap rofe up. For fright J fell 
to the ground, and my hair flood prick- ' 
up likeelfons. Alas, my Lord, faid If 
what is this ? I faid I had been at many 
great intcrprifes, but never interprife fearea 
me fo much as this hath done. By my faith, 
faid I, fuch a thing as this will never have 
f% good end, and ye will fee k. . O beaftl 
faid he to me, and boailed to flrike at me 
with his whinger ; but he drew it not out. 
* Thereupon he began to make (peedily 
away, and we after him. He thought to 
have paft over the wall at Leith-wynd, but 
he could not. Then fent he John Hepburn 
to the pof ter, and caufed the port to be d« 

pene4 
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f44 ^^ EKaminaHoH' of 

' pened. Then went he down the. backfide 

* of the Cqnongate ; znA/yahn Hay and we 
J' w;entdpwn the high-gate: . Thenfcid I la 
' John Hay, pf fuch as this will never con|* 

* good, Xx is true, . fays he, we have greatly 

* offended God : But what remedy ? we muft 
' ihew our felves vertuous, and pray to God.^ 

^ Bothzuell, in his high chamber in the ^b^ 
^ bay, . fent the tailor for me, where were the 
' laird oi Orm€fton,HobOrmefton^ John Hep- 

* hrn, "Dalgleijh, Po^vrie and I. My Lord 
' asked if I had promifed any thing to the 
VJCing. Nay, my Lord, quoth I, geeft 

* thou not thefe Gentlemen, quoth he, &c\ 

* who have abandoned all for my fervice ? 

* And if thou tbinkefl: that thou haft offend* 
/ ed Ol^d, the fame lieth not to thy charge, 

* but to mine, who caufed thee to do it : For 
' it is the Lords of this country it fclf, who^ 
' with me, have committed this crime j and» 

* for all the pains that canbe put to you, ye 
.* muft never tell this again^ If ye have will 
^ to go your way, ye fliall depart right foqn, 
' 9nd be recompenfed.' 

It is noted in the title of this confeffion, 
that be made it at St. Andrews^ of his own 
free will, without compulfion, but only to 
difcharge his conlcience, as he affirmed : And 
that he delivered it in French^ and fubfcrib- 
ed it as he could, upon every leaf thereof. 
, - This 
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Yiti\z\iV^t\%^'s Confeftcns. ^4? 

His depofition or confcflion is to be fecii 
in the Cottonlan library, Caligula^ B. 9. fih 
370. by which it appears that he couW not 
write Ms name ; for it is marked upon thd 
5- 5'. 7. and 9th pages, with the letter N» 
and a firoke drawn through the middle of it^ 
to repreieht the initials of his true name an4 
firname. And as he could nor write, it ji* 
very prpbabte that he could not read writi 
and fo could not know what he fub&ribedU 
And if he made orfubferibed fuch confeflions 
at all, which may be doubted^ he muft havd 
been forced to do it by the extremity jof tor* 
ture; for dtherwife no Inan in hit fenfe^ 
would have confefled things which could not 
be true, againft his owti life> as he is made td 
do« It will be difficult to perfuade ^y rea^ 
fonabie perfon that the Earl of JS6tbfv€i( vira* 
k ihanvdefly impolite, as to ha^e takea 
fuch an : opportunity for communicating to 
Paris the dcfign of murdering the King, asby 
this confeffion he is faid to have done. ^Tfe^ 
Earl o('Murray\ felf flattery alfo is too gk- 
fing to eicape the obfervation of the moft in^ 
attentive reader, and, which is worle, could 
never have proceeded from French Paris. He 
had been in the Earl o£BotbweU^s fervice for 
five or fix years j but that Earl had been out of 
the kingdom from 1562 to 1565. How then 
could Paris have knowtt any thing about the 

Earl 
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Earl of Ai/rr^/s admbiftration during t!iaf 
period, which be is here made to cxtjil fo higb^ 
iy ? There is forric ground too for thinking that 
thcfc confefHons have been tranilated intor 
Jfrenchi aft«r the fame; manner as the .letters ta 
PotbwelL Certain it is, that Pcii/rie the EarFs 
|>orter, is in thefe confejQdons ^transformed inr^ 
to at taylor ; and how that (hould have hap& 
p^ned, but through a blunder m thi tranila^ 
tion, is not eafHy to be comprehended. 
: But the pofitive aflertion that the powdek* 
by which the Kill's lod^ng wzt blown up^ 
had been kid in a heap upon the fbor of the 
Queen's chamber/ feems fufficient ta difprovd 
not only this confeffion, but alfo yobn Haft 
und John Hepburn^ ^ eonfeffions ; ibr had \i 
been only in a heap on that ftoory it would 
not have had the effe£k to blow up the vaulti 
below, andf the very foundation ftones,* which 
aftually Was done, a9 we are certified by 
the aft of privy-council a^and by the Quecn^'g 
tetter to her ambaflador ^ in JFV<iw^ concert 
ning that matter. Thisi muft have been the 
efFed: of a mine, as is exprefly faid in that let* 
ter : And yet more particularly the Earl of 
Mortonh Inditement bears, that the powder 
had been a little before placed and put in 
by him and his accomplices^ under the ground 

audi 

* Anderfon's colleflions, vol. i. p. j)6¥ 
5 5€C Bp, Keith's' hift. p. viii. 
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Ind angular ftones^and within the vaults and 
low and dcrn f laces of the lodging, with 
which ic was blown up, as is faid in the aA of 
privy-council, ' with fuch force and vehemen- 

* cy, that of the whole lodging, walls and o- 
' thefs, there \^as nothing left unruined and 

* reduced to drofs, to the very ground-ftone/ 
Which a heap of powder in the floor of the 
Queen's chamber could not have done. 

But the falfenefs bf Parif\ confefGons id 
fclcarly evinced by the publick i-ecbrds, in thd • 
iame manner as the forgery of the letters ap* 
pears frbm thein. It hath been fliewn alrea^ 
dy «; that the Queen had nbt arrived at - 
Glafgow, till Saturday the XJtv. of yanuary at 
fooneft, aild that upon T'uefday xxviii. of that 
months ihe had come to Linlithgow in her 
return to Edinburgh ; fo that Ihe could have 
been at Glafgow only three nights at moft. 
Now Paris tt\\% iis, that after he had ftaid 
two days with her Majefty at Glafgow, flic 
fent hini to ildinbtirgb^ with letters to the ^ 
Earl of Boibwell^ and tb Secretary Mait- 
land; ahd, in truth the firfl: letter could not 
have beeii finiflied till very late in the third 
or laft night that the Queen had been at 
Glajgow, as has been made appear already ^: 
fo that it was not pofllble t))at he could have 
fet out from that place wlvix his letters^ till 
z the 

• It ;2Xj. I P. X29t ^ 
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the very day on which the Queen h^rfelf^af 
come back to Linlithgozv : Ifet he is made td 
tell us, that he came to jEi//i^/irrfiJ, and deliver- 
ed his letters, and tarried there that night, and 
till after dinner the next day, before he got 
his difpatches, and then returned to Gla/gow^ 
before the Queen had left that town : "Which 
could not poflTibly be true, becaufe it would 
have required that her Ma]efty fliould have 
tarried there twice as long as Ihe really did. 

H^nce the fraud in thefe confeflions is evi^ 
dent. But whether the man was compelled, 
by torture, to utter thefe falfhoodSy and to ac- 
cufe himfelf of crimes which he could not pofi 
fibly have committed ; or whether they forged 
all ill his name, without his privity, cannot 
cafily be determined, nor is it material ; fpr 
which foever. of thefe methods was ufed, it 
comes to the very fame purpofe/ 

^Tis obfervable that poor Paris h made to 
bring in Secretary Maitland and Sir yames 
Balfour Clerk Regifter, as privy to the King's 
murder ; of which there had been no meiition 
made in any of the former confeffions, that 
Murray and his accomplices had extorted from 
other perfons whom they had put to death i 
But at this time Murray was beginning to 
pick quarrels with thefe two gentlemen. Nor 
had tb^ Queen been direftly accufed in any 
of the former confeffions, which they had 
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I f)rodticed before the court of England ^ which 
' being found a gr^at defeat, is here full libj&- 
' rally iupplied. 



A N 

E N Q. U I R Y 

INTO THE 

Murder of King HENRY. 

" - ■■ ' . I - ' ■■ ■! J ■ ■ ■ > ■ . J. ' .y .i-i !■■■■■ I I w m 

C H A P. I. 

The Trior of St. Andrews his firjl 
Jlppearmc9 upon the Stage of 

AS the pretetuied letters to Botiwellvrert 
the jbnly means that the Queen's enemies 
xouljddevife^ fof fupporting the horrid calum- 
mous afperfions ».w,ith which they loaded 
her J fo thefe letters being now unanfwerably 
pcoved to havje b«^a none of hers, but their 
<Qwn coacfc manufeftqre, 'tis bi^ly reafbti. 
z 2 » abj>$ 

^ Appcad. p. 64. 67. :23s. 256* 
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able that the Qneen ihould be acquitted, af 
fully as if no fuch falfe imputations had ever 
been lal(^ to her charge. And, for my own 
part, I cannot enough wonder and admire 
how a great number of writers, both Reman 
Catholicks and Prptcftants, of confiderable 
Reputation both for jiadgment and learning, 
Jiave fuffcred themfelv^s to be hnpofed on, 
by fuch improbable^ or raiher incredible aii4 
nonfenfical flories. As to George Bucbanar^ 
and John Knox, whatever they have written 
deferves no confideration to be had of it, as 
they were men of abomjns^ble priftices, ;ind 
forrefpqndentcharafters. But what can be fai4 
for Monfr. de "Thou, Archbiihop Sfotttjwood^ 
and others like them, who have obtained <^ 
good charafter in the world, and cannot be 
accufed pfany open or notorious crimes, an4 
were not, n6r could have been, aftually Con- 
cerned in the tranfaftions then carried on; 
and therefore arc to be fuppofed to have 
been quite free from all malice and partiality ? 
Yet have they, efpecially the former, trtfn-* 
fcribed into their hiftories mojft oS Qeorge 
Sucbanan'^ vile afperfiou^, which are fo far 
' from being true, that they are neither prcKr 
bable nor credible ; and thafe men by adopting 
them, have milled not a few well meaning 
nerfons out of -the plain paths of truth. 
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But fiill ic may be made a queilion. By 
whom was the King's murder contrived, if 
pot hy the Queen ? For that he was IhamV 
fully murdered, is certain : And as certain \l 
is, that there had been a mifunderflanding 
l>etwixc him and her for fome time before. 
Now, altho' it could not be made appear who 
were either the contrivers . or executers of 
that fa£)t, it would be highly unreafonable to 
ihrov/ the fufpicion upon the Queen. But 
after it \i^% been made manifeft that all the 
proofs, prefumptions, and allegations that 
were fp ^nduftrioufly trumped up, and 
fworp agaii^ft her by Murray and his party, 
were piily fo i^any grofs compoGtions and 
)nveiiti(:fn$ pf their own, and that they were 
not able tp bring the leaft real evidence 
againft her innpcepcy, the prefumption turns 
againil themfe^ves : For men who could ib 
ppeply ffndl cp|>fideRt|y thruft the Queea 
in prifon^j and then , fvyear fo many of 
their own. fank forgeries upon her, in order 
to intrude thcmfelves into the fuprcme au- 
thority in her kingdom, and to feize her rich- 
es, were furdy very capable of murdering 
the King too, becaufe that was; alfo a maia 
ftcp to attain to their purpofe. 

Anda$ to the m^fundetftanding that haisl 
been betwixt the Queen and her husband, it 
W*ts ]^ wholly to be charged to the account 
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^£ Murray and his party, who had induced 
the unWar)'' young man, to enter into a private 
^confederacy with them, againft the Queen 
herfelf, for very unlawful and wicked pur- 
pofes, of which afterwards* 
• JameT Eari of Murray had, for many 
years been aiming at the crown. He had en- 
tered into a confederacy with the King of 
England againft his native country, before he 
was 17 years of age, having got himfelf intro- 
duced to fome acquaintance «fid correljpon^ 
deuce with the Duke of St?w<?r/?^ Lord Pra- 
teftor di England, and alfo with King Erf- 
'wjri VI. by HiJeaBS ^of Sir yobn Mehill oJF 
Raitb a. At that age, . while as yet he was 
only Prior of Bt. Andrews, he had declared 
tiimlelf, forfooth, to be againft the French, an 
<xpreflion unknown amoflgS€y?//»i^« in former 
times, but wkich had then lately come iqi 
vife among fome perfons, and chiefly among 
the men of 'Fife, who were forming defigns 
for felling or enflaving their native country 
to the Engliflf. It is more than probable that 
the execution of Sir yohn Mehill, who had 
foon after this been condemned for treaforf, 
ty the three cftates in parliament, made the 
Prior a little more circumfpeft for fome time. 
This is certain, that he was fo far rec6n- 

: ' ■-' cile4 

•^ Cotton, lib. Cal. B. 7. foL 455* 
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"tiled to the French yZ few years thereafter, 
that he accepted of the rich priory of Aiap 
con iii Commeridam, which is conferred upon 
him by a bull of Pope Paui IV. dated the 
tenth day of January i^^^,vr\th a difpenfatt- 
onto him for holding three ample benefr 
ces, notwithftanding his baftardy, &c, for 
Tvhich he took an oath of fealty to his Hot 
ncfs :, Oaths however are but words. 

In February 1558, he went as one of the 
commiflloners fent from Scotland to foIemnHe 
the Queen's marriage with the Dauphin df 
France. At which time, if we might give 
credit to mod of the common hiftories of thefe 
times, domeftick or foreign, he was not quite 
fo civilly ufed. They tell us of ' a long con- 
' ference, betwixt the Chancellor of France 
' and thefe Scottijh Commiflioners in the 
'King's council, about delivering up the 
* crown and other regalia of Scotland, <hat 
' the Dauphin, the Queen's husband, might 
' be crowned King of Scotland ; which the 
' Scottijh Commiflioners, according to them, 
' thought highly unreaforiable, and therefore 
' refufed all aflent or confent in that matter, 
' it being a point of treafon, in which they 
' durft not meddle even fo far as to propofe 
' it at home, but at the peril of lofing their 
i heads : On account of which refufal* they 
f had poifon adminiftred to them, before they 

- -kfe 
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f^ left France, whereof about one half of die 

* died, with many of their retinue^ at a 
^ when there was no peflilential difeafe in thel 
^ country ; and that all this was a contri* 

* vance of the Guifes *;* George BucharmH 
writes alfo^ that the prior of S/. Andrews had 
tafted of the fame potion ; and though, by the 
vigour of youth, be efcaped death, yet was 
he ever afterwards afflicted with a continual 
and dangerous ailment in his ftomacb* 'Indeed 
the Prior himfelf feems to have been the pr(> 
pagator of thcfe {lories, for in a kind of ma- 
nifefto dra\¥i2 up by him and his ailbciates 
the next year^ when they fet about their r©» 
forming wock, the poifoning thefe Ambafla* 
dors is condefcended on as a fpecial grievance* 
'Buchanan however had not the lall part of 
the ftory concerning the Prior from himfelf) 
but out of Linifay of Pitfcottie*^ bookV 
whofe account he curtailed. Had he given the 
whole of it/ every one could hav^ perceived 
how much Credit it deferves : For Pit/cot tie" 
writes, ' that the phyficians hung up the 

* Prior by the heelsy to let the poifon drop 
^ out of him;' 

The whole flory/ and eirefy part of it is 
either pure fiftion, or mifreprefentation o£ 
iplain matter of faft. ' ' ' 

• ■ ■• : Br 
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' By th^ vefy contraft of marriage it was a- 
reed that the T>auphin fiiould ufe the title 
bmd arms o£ King of Scotland ; and the Scot- 
tijb ambarfladors> or commiflioncrs, obliged 
them/elves to take an oath of fealty to the 
Dauphin, in name of the eftates of Scotland^ 
tiiat they fliould fcrve, honour and obey him^ 
during the marriage, as King of Scotland, in 
the fame manner as they and their predecef- 
fors had been in ufe to do to thd Queen's pro- 
genitors* This was aftually done by fix of 
them, of whom the Prior of 5/. Andrews was 
6ne ; alid the deed> upon that occafion was 
figned^ fcaled and delivered by them, four 
days after the marriage^ The Earls of J? (7- 
thes and Cajfils^ and the BifliopS of Orkna^ 
and Rofs principal Secretary, who all died 
not long thcfafter, had probably been fick at 
that vety jilnfturc^ and fo are not among the 
fubfbribef s ; for coiHd they have been prefent^ 
tirho can douTjt but they would have joined 
With the reft ? 

Even this goe^vcry for to difcfedit the 
ftory of poifoning, efpecially if it is confidered 
that both thefe Earls and Bifliops flood firm- 
ly for the joint intcreft of France and Scot- ^ 
land. Why fhould the French have poifofied 
their friends ? The truth of the matter is, 
that fomething peflilential or noxious in the 
air that year, was the real occafion of the 
a a death 
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death of fo many of them : Nor were the c£^ 
feds of it confined to them only, for num-*. 
hers were cut off through the feveral parts: ' 
of Europe about that very time. In our 
neighbouring nation, their Queen, and Cardi- 
nal Pole, Archbifhop of Canterbury , Wixh 
theBiftiops of 5tf/i&and Wells, Brijlol, Car- 
lile, Chichejler, ^Durham, Litchfield and Co-, 
ventry, London, Rocbefter and St, T^avids, 
Sodor, and Winchejler, died all, of them 
in about a year's time. In Ihort, when 
Queen Elizabeth began to fet up her Prote- 
ftant Bifhops, there were no lefs than fifteea 
Epifcopal Sees, out of twenty feven, that 
were become vacant by death ; which doubt- 
lefs contributed not a little to facilitate the 
deprivation of the few that furvived, and the 
fetting up Proteftancy in that kingdom. 

If near the half of the Englijh Bifhops died 
in their native country, in fo fhort a fpace of 
time, and I hope, without poifon, why ought 
we not to conclude that the half, or near the 
half of our ambafladors died abroad at the 
fame time, in the fame way ? No document 
has yet appeared, by v/hich the particularday 
or month of their feyeral deaths can be afcer- 
tained. Bifhop Lejly writes that three of 
them died in September ; but the aft of par- 
liament upon the penult day of November, 
mentions only one of them to have been then 

dead j 
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3ead; and exprefly bears that the other three 
then ^emained in the ports of France. Monfr. 
\ ie T^hou remarks that the years 1557, 1558, 
Isind 1559, efpeeiaHythe latter, proved fatal to 
a vaft number of great and learned men, fe- 
veral of whom he names particularly ; and 
tho' he thought the great and learned only 
"worthy to haT€ particular notice taken of them, 
.we are not to imagine but that the meaner 
fort and unlearned died alfo in proportion to 
their numbers, or not far beiow it. 

By the bills of mortality of fome foreign 
;cities it is to l^e feen that the mortality began 
to increafe amongft them in the year 1558, 
and continued to increafe through the two 
following years. After tfei« manner is the 
death of the ScottiJUf ambaflfadors to he natural- 
ly accounted for, without railing fo^vile a ca- 
lumny upon perfons who, for any thing that 
apppears, were both too great-and too good, 
to have been guilty of an aftion fo wicked and 
unmanly. As there Viras therefore at that 
time a real peftilentious quality in the air^ 
'through the different parts of Eurvfe, what 
lipology can be made for the Mftorians who 
have defiled theil- writings with fcandalous at 
. perfions, fo ill founded^ with relation to th^fe- 
commiflioners ? 

The commiflioners, or ambafladors, who 
returned home in health, laid their whole ' 
a a 2 trani^ 

^ . 
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tranfa^ons before the parliament, wluch m«f 
for that purpofe, and thereupon were by aa 
pf parliament, honourably and fully acquit? 
ted and difcharged of the t^uft that had beeij 
committed to them. After which they iur 
formed the parliament, that the Queen their 
Sovereign, ' defired that the three eftates of 
^ her realm ^ould find it good, that herMajc 
f fly might honour her fpoufe, the King Dwr 

* phin,with the crown'matrimonial, by way of 

* gratification, during the marriage, without 

* any manner of prejudice to her Highnefs's 
f felf, the fucceflfiop of her body, or lawful 
f fucceffion of her blood whatfoever : And 
« this crown to be fent with tWP pr three of 

* the X-ords of her realm, '&€;. All which 
was readily agreed to and enabled, as aU 
fo, that the Queen fhould have the nomina- 
nio'n of fuch perfons as fhould pleafe her, to 
.carry the fame to France, whofe commiffion 
■ihould pafs in the name of the three eftates, 
and be fealed with the feals of fix of theprin- 
Cipals of each eftate, and fubfcribed with their 
hands. Bp. Keith hath publifhed thefe aas », 
by which the efforts of Buchanan ?nd his foI» 
lowers, to tranfmit to lateft pofterity the ac- 
pount of thefe tranfaftions in a falfe and rid;» 
culous light, are egregioufly baffled, 

CHAR 
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C H A P. ir. 

Of fime Settlements of the Crowf$i 
/aid to have been made by the ^een. 

BUt although all can be made clear c- 
nough againft the mifreprefentations of 
the ordinary hiftorians or libellers oftheffe 
times, or thofe who have fince tranfcribed 
their inventions, feme papers have appeared 
of late, which argue that there were very per- 
fidious under-hgnd dealings cdrried on at that 
timie at the comto( France, to wit, that they 
induced Q. Maky to fubfcribe three feveral 
private deeds of a very extraordinary nature. 
By one pf which, in cafe (he Ihould die withr 
out children, flie makes o^er the kingdom of 
Scotland to the King of France for the time 
then^being, and to his heirs, together with a- 
ny right that might afterwards devolve upon 
her to the kingdom of ^£/7^/<///i; and this 
on account of her maintenance and other 
great expences made by the Kings oi France 
on her, behalf By another, in cafe of her 
deceafe without children, ihe pledges the 
kingdom of Scotland to the King of France, 
till he fliould be • rcimburfed of a million of 
i, {ecus^ or crowns, I fuppofej which 
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flic did, as the writing bears, by advice of 
her uncles, the Cardinal of Lorraine and 
Duke o^Guife : But the former mentions no 
fuch advice or confent ; Both bear- to have 
been accepted for the King of France znd 
his fucceflbrs by the Cardinal de Sens, 
Chancellor of that kingdonj* By the fhjrd 
flie declares, that whatever accord or conient 
ihe had made, or fhould make, to the articles 
and inftruftions fent by the three eftates of 
her kingdom, and e(^cially concferning 
.the fucceflion in cafe of her deceafe without 
children, her will and intention was, that 
.thefc difpofiripns made by her in ftvours of 
the King of France, fhould remain intire ^nd 
have full efleft : In this the Pauphin alfb 
joins and fubfcribe^ along with her. AH 
the three papers are dated the iv, day of 
J^friJ 1 557, befpre Eafler, and figned be- 
low by Claujfe and Bourdin, who arc called 
in the body of each paper, Notaries and Sq» 
cretaries of the crown of France. 

Queen Mary's misfortunes fprung chiefs 
ly from fuchfburces as make other fovereign 
Princes moft adored, and their people mofl 
happy, that fhe was born to fiicceed to great 
dominions, and that fhe was endow'd with ex- 
traordinary g9odnefs,and a merciful difpofition, 
Becaufe fhe was born to inherit three king- 
dgms^ her enemies gave out that jQie had fe- 

veral 
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vcral times difpofed of thetn, in prejudice, not> 
only of the collateral line, but even of heti 
own fon. Thus the Prince of Conde, in or- 
d^r to induce Elizabeth Queen of England to 
affifthim the more effeftually to ufurp the 
throne oi France, under the pretext of fetting. 
up the Proteftant religion, caufes that Queen 
be infonnM m the month of Ttecemier 1 568, 
' that the Cardinal de Lorrain,^ upon account. 
' of Qpeen Mary his niece, and, to eflablifli 
' Popery inJS/i^/a;/^, had prevailed with bisfaid 
*, niece, to make a ceflion of her right to the 

* crown o( England, to Monfieur the King of 
^ France his brother ; (that is, to/i&;»ryI)uke 
' o^Anjpu^ afterwards King o{ France andPo- 

* lan[d), and that the Pope had confirmed 
y the gift, and giyen the inveftiti^re thereupon^ 

' for which purpofc oi>e Hannibal Rpchelinc^ . 

* had been fent away in hafte *. 

As if this had not been enough, after the 
Queen was murdered, a ftory was fpread, 
' that fhe had left England to the King of 
' Spain, by her leftament written with her 
' own hand the night before the murder, in 
' cafe her fon fliould not become Roman Ca: 
' tholick. That this teftament came to the 
' hands of Cardinal de Lauro protedlor of the 
'kingdom oi Scotland, who* having examined 
' it, by comparing it with letters which he had 

*^ former* 
• Haynes's Sutc papers, p. 474. 
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'formerly received from the Queen ; and ha* 

* vin^made Lewis Owen Bifhop oi Cafan td 

* put his feal to it, together with himfelf, as a 
' certain and undoubted deed, he delivered it 

* to the Count de O/itarez, to be by him tranf 
< mitted to the King of Spain/ This ftory 
was firft broached in England ; for I have 
at prefent in my hand a pretended copy 
of a letter from the Queen to Don Bernar- 
itno de Mendoza^ bearing date 2 6th May 
1586, fubfcribed byC^r/7, JF&//^« and /i^/- 

finghamp whereby fhe is made to acquaint him 
that (he intended to make fuch a teftament, 
deCring him to let the King his matter know 
fo much, but no other perfon ^4 The three 
fiibfcrrptions above-mentioned are for tefti- 
fying that they had fuch an authentic letter 
before them, from which they made this 
tranfcript ; and yet it is prcCny plain there 
had not been two of them prefent together 
at figning it ; for they all fubfcribe with 
different ink; Cecil fiibfcribes in the fame 
ink with which the paper is written ; which 
ferves to difcover from whence it pro- 
teeded. It feems to have been fent down 
to Secretary Maitland, in order to raife in 

^'King 

• See it m the 3d Vol. of Dr. Mackenzie's Lives, p. 
404. Bot he feems not to have viad?ril9od it perfe<^I}> 
Sec p. 405. 
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King y^Wx a bad notion of his mothct^s aC 
feftion to him «; 

The iiext time that tic^e heaf of tWs mattcf 
I* by thfe Abb^ Pigneroli ih his life of the 
Cdrdirfal de^Lburb, whbfe fervant hfe bad be^n. 
^^h*h thfe ft6ty is repeated by Monft. rf^ 7^*^». 
*Laftly, J^t.Gitiert Burnet having got that 
life of thcj Cardiiisi}, he exulted, as if be had 
found avaft treafure^, and inferted the Abb6 - 
PigneroN tale in his colle^ion of papers, a^ 
• tfn nrianfwerable evideftc*e that the Queen had 
left England to the King of 5/>tfi/ii lean 
think of nb better or readier way to refute 
all thefc idle ftbrifcs, than by producing the 
real teftament, writtfen by the Queen the 
liight before hfcr death, which I purpofe tol 
do before this volume be ended ; and I hope 
it will be fotind more probative than CeciP% 
letteir> of the ^hi PigheroV^ tale. 

As to the Prince of CondPs information^ 
whc^ knows but we may have fuch papers yet 
trdmped up of that ccffion to Htnry 'Dxxkc of 
iAnjou, as we me^itioned of the ceffion faid to 
have been made t6 the Datjphin ? I make no 
doubt but thePririce of Condi was Capable e- 
noiigh of getting his information made good. 
To far as the Writing two of three papers could 
go, if he had thought by that to come near* 
cr to his purpofe. The crown of /rtf;?C(? was r\o 
b b fmall 

« Ibid. P. 403^ 
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fmall temptation; and both he and his broth& 
had gone pretty great lengths, under the then 
common pretext of reforming religion, to cut 
off all the fons of King Henry II. to make 
way for themfelves ; ^vhich ^^hA was one 
.way or other effeftuated in the days of his 
nephew. His own defigns are yety confpi« 
cuous, from his getting hi^ftfelf crowned by 
his followers as King of France, while th^ 
throne was yet full, and coining gold in his 
cwn name, with this modeft irtfeription, Lu- 
Dovicus Dei gratia Fb^ncokum ilex 
PRiMirs CHRISTIANVR.^^ D<5ubtlefs a King 
fo compleatlj chriftian was capable to coin ^- 
ny thing for attaining fo high ends* 

To return to the papef $ faid to be die 
<^tieen^s gift of her kingdom of Scotland to 
the King of France, failing heirs of her owti 
body. The third ofthefe papers was print- 
ed in the year .1693 ^, among a eolle&ionof 
treaties with -Frtfwtf, publiihod by Frederick 
J^eonard, in fix volumes in qudrta. For the ft- 
cond time it appeared in a Urger coUe^ion qf 
treaties publifticd at Amfteriam, in four vo- 
lumes in falia c, the year 1 700; and laftly iu 
2>^ Mont\ cwrfs diplomatique ^. 

The writer of it, whoever he was, feems 

. to 

• Sponrfafti annal. cccl. rr. 694. Lc Blanc for lea 
Monnoyes de France, p. 270. 

fc' Vol. 2. p. 510. c Vol. 2. p. 277* ^ Vol. 5* 
p. 21. 
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coliaVe committied a (lip, Aot ^afily to. be ao 
poUnijed for^ Ofl fuppolicion tha{ the paper 1$ 
genniii^ ; for the Queen is made to alledgt 
the war chea prefetitly breaking out betwixc 
France and Engknd, as a ca^fe why flie 
0iade that deed : vu memement le terns pre- 
fent de Ponverture 4e la guerre au royaume 
fAngkterre. But the war with Engknd 
jiad broke out in June 1557, and the French 
jhad the worft of it, till the Duke of Guifi 
got the chief command of the French armies 
in 'December that year, who, before the end 
of January precfeeding the date of ihcfe pa- 
pers, had taken Calais^ Guines, and the fort 
o{ Hames fromihe E^glijh, and driven them 
altogether out of the places, which for a long 
lime they had held in France, Therefore, 
to fpeak of that war on the 4th of Afril 
1$$^, as only breaking x)ut, doth not look 
very well. It feems the later editors were of 
this opinion, for which rcafon they took the 
liberty to expunge the words, de PouverJure, 
which are both in the manuicript copies, and 
£rft edition in print; 

The fecond paper bears exprefly that it 
vrz% granted by the advice of her uncles, the 
Canfinal of Lorraine and Duke of Gui/e. 
Had it been fo, one of them, as her curators, 
ought to have figned it along with her, and 
ID ]3AVe ^fixed his feal, as they ufed to do 
b b a in 
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in all her real 4eeds of importance, both bar 
fore and after this pretended gift. If it ha4 
been a real deed, this wqiild hot have beei^ 
pmitted, for without this it wa$ lefs valid. 

It is not eafy to believe rhat the King of 
France 9 who was bimfclf alfo one of Queeii 
Mary-s cufators, would have accepted of 
fuch an illegal and invalid deed in his owi| 
favour^ from his pupil and intended daughter 
inlaw, when at the ag^ of fifteen years, 
whom he J^imfelf ought to have diflwade4 
from granting any deed of the like nature. 
And thefe loofe detached papers, fp carel^fly 
f^xecqted, are not fu$cient f o load the King 
of France and his mipifters with fo much in* 
juftice and weaknefs, ijnlefs their credit couI4 
be fupported by fome oycft aft pr extrin^ 
fick adminicle ; for it is qot tq be fuppofe^ 
?hat they would have drawn \ip fuCh illegal^ 
null and infamous papers, that could ferye t0 
po manrier of purpofe, tut to refleft diflior 
nour on all parties concerned in them. Bujt 
€ven could it be made appear that they cer- 
tainly did fo, the Wame ought to ly entirely 
at their owq door, aiid i^o imputation for 
that matter ought to be caft upon the young 
Queen, who was entirely under their direOd^ 
g|i^ and at their difpofa}, 

^H AP/ 
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CH A P, HI: 

Of the 'Defigns to ufurp the Crown 
after the ^een's Marriage. 

SOon after the (^jiieen's marri2[ge with tho 
Dauphin of jF>tf«fi?, matters \n Scotland 
went intq great diforder. No lefs than two 
different perfons fet themfelves up to deprive 
her of her kingdom, namely, the Duke of 
Cbajlelherauh, and the Prior of St. Andrews. 
Tor Q. Mary ofZW<?/?i having departed this 
life that year, the £lngUJb had fet upon the 
^hrone BUzabeth, the illegitimate daughter 
pf Henry VJII. by Anne Bolen, whp inclin- 
ing to the Proteftants, more out of policy 
than from any religious regard, quite chan- 
ged thjB epplefiaftic^ eftablifliment in that 
kingdom. The Duke of Qhajlelherault had, 
for fome years before, behaved himfelf nei- 
thj^r fp dutifully nor fo honourably as became 
a man of his rank and quality » ; and the 
lEngU(b embraced the opportunity of mana- 
ging his difaffeftioi^ to the difturbahce of 
|iis native country. This EngUJh Queen 
|nd her minift^rs infinuated that ihe would 

marry 

f ^. KeUh's hift»- ApplBiid* p. %X\ 
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marry his fbn the Earl of Arran, then com- 
mander of the Scots guards In France, and ha- 
ving buoy'd up the young mart with this vain 
pxpeftation, they induced him to fteal away 
fccretly from the court oi France, and con- 
veyed him privately firft. into England, and 
then to Scotland^, where his father was ab- 
betting and fomenting a rebellion that had been 
lately raifed, upori the pretext of reformation 
of religion^ but in reality for feizing the crown 
and the church lands, revenues and riches, as 
they had feen done in England* By this mar- 
riage, of which they thought themfelves quite 
fccure, as it had firft been propofed to them, 
they expefled foon to become mafters both of 
Scotland and England ; on which confider^- 
tion they flighted the lofs of their pofleffions 
and offices which the King of France had 
conferred upon them, and threw up all care 
and regard for their Sovereign, 
. At the fame time the Prior of 5/. Andrews 
taking courage, it would leem, by the ex- 
ample lately fet in England, ima^ned that 
liis high profeffion of fanfiity, and fiery zeal 
for proteftantifm, might well compenfate for 
his illegitimacy, and induce the reformers 
to ppmote him to the crown. He had 
Joined himfeU with thefe reformers as early 
at leaft as the beginning of the year i^^y^* 

and 

* Dr. Forbes, Iv^4, 21$* &Ct 
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lunA concurred in their covenants and con« 
.federacies made againft all who flionld op- 
pofc them, without exception «. At laft he 
became their chief ringleader, and fet himicK 
to thwart the Duke of Cbafielberauk in hit 
defigns. 

. Some people at that time, and al& in Ofur 
:days do waitaly deny that he ever was 
aiming at the crown ; but all his after a^ons 
.ajid behaviour do loudly proclaim that he did 
;fp. The Queen Dowager o£ Scotland, and 
ihciKing of Franct^ who could not fail to 
have good intelligence, believed no lefs :of 
him. Sir 'Nichlas' HThracimrtaK^ the EngliJB 
ambafTador in France, who earned on a clo^ 
correfpondencc with that party, writes to f^ 
cretary Cecil upon thie xxvi. oijuty 1$$^$ 
' That he veas fecretly informed that there 

* was a party m Scotland for the placing 
'of the Prior of St. Andrews in the ftate oif 

* Scotland ; and that the Prior himfelf did, by 

* aU the fecret means he could, afpire therc- 

* to ^ \ The Puke of Northfolk was pofi- 
tive enough that Murray was ftill purfuing 
the fame game, even in September MoLxix. 
only about four months before he was ihot 
at Linlithgow ; for thus he writes to Cecil, 
uport the XV. day of tha t month «• * You may 

fee 

ft Bp. Kehh'i hid. p. £;. 6& 

^ Dr. Forbof, h i8o. ^ Haytiea^ p. 
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' foe by the Earl of MUrray^% dealxog *riA 
'^ Letbington^ what mark he ibootsat; and 
' how Uttle . he careth for any thing that s 

/ advifed here.- He that hath been fo 

^ bold with his owiii mifirels, as to bereave her 
^ of her kingdom and' liberty, thinks it but a 
^ fmall matter : to refttfe to be advifed by 

* theQueen^s Majefty. You Ihall find thbt 
^ be hath forgotten all former friendlhip. 
' He hath a new mark in his eye, no left 
' than a kingdom : God (end hiih fuch luck 
^ as others have had, who have followed bis 

* courfe/ • 

This w^s the general perfirafiori of all per- 
ions of tolerable fagacity at that time, afi 
inight be made appear by other good teftimo- 
Aie6. Perhaps one from Queen ElizabetB 
will be of ufc to convince fome people, that 
there was adefign at that time to bereave ovtt 
Queen of her kingdom ; thefe are her words, 
which follow ? 

' It is well known^ that before tfecottaking 

* of the treaty o£ Edinburgh, --^ there was an 
' intent difcovered unto us, evien by Leihing" 

* ton himfelf, whom afterwards flie fpecially 

* favoured, to deprive her of her cro'^ni 

* Which motion we utterly rejefted ».* I Ihall 
0xall not pofitively affirm that this propofal 

was 

« Cotton Kbr.. Cat. c. 9. Inftruaions to the Earl of 
Shrewsbury and Mr. S^e 6. April 1583. 
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Wal to fet up my Lord Prior, but furely if 
tnuft have confifted with his knowledge ; for 
he and ZetJiivgton were at that time very gra- 
cious; and it is not Ukely that his Lordibip 
would have readily cotifetited that any o^ 
ther petfon ihould have occupied that room* 
But the Prior's own conduA and actions af^ 
ford the ftrongeft evidence. After they hafl 
made their league with Eftgtand, (to which he 
fubfcribes in the firft place) and by the aflift* 
ance of the Engliji army had got the town 
of Xtf//i& evacuated, they began in their Way 
to fettle their reformation ; but neither of 
the two competitors could find the means to 
fdzethe government into his own hands t 
For the one always oppofed the other^ by all 
the means that could be invented* The 
young Earl of ^rrtf« finding himfelf entirely 
fruftrated of his high expedations, turned 
frantick on the diiappointment> of which he 
never recovered. 

The Kingof />i^/rr^ happening to die in 
the year 1560, the Queen began to think of 
returning to her kingdom of Scotland ; on 
which occafioh there was one deputation fen€ 
to attend her by the Rfiman Catholicks^ and 
another by the Proteftants^ and this laft was 
Jio other tharf the Prior Wcifelf, who, in 
his way/ took advice with Queen Elizabeth^ 
and her minifters, how he ihould behave him- 
« c felff 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



172 Inquiry into the Murder ^ 

Telf. When he waited on the Qneen, he pro* 
pofed fome things for the fatisfadion of hh 
dear crony Queen Elizabeth ; and for hifc 
own part he fought only the Earldom of 
Murray, by way of gratification for his tra- 
vel, and that the Queen ihould confH- 
tute Wm governor of Scotland till flie herfelf 
fhould return % with fome ecclefiaftical be- 
nefices to be beftowed among his moft trufty 
friends.' But the Queen would difpofe of 
none of thefe things till flie ihould arrive her- 
felf in jS^r^//^^^, and take the advice of her 
own nobility. The Prior thus di&ppointed, re- 
turns home through England; and having 
learned all that he could, about the time and 
other particulars relating to his Sovereign's 
• return to Scotland, he acquainted (^Elizabeth, 
and would needs have her to caufe intercept 
Queen Mart in her paflage. Camden fays 
cxprefly, ^ That James the baftard ha- 

* ving a little before returned through Eng- 
« land, gave advices under-hand to intercept 
^ her, both for Elizabetb^s fecurity, and the 

* intereft of religion/ He adds, ' that Le-, 

* thington advifed the fame thing, left if jfhe 
^ 0xould return, Ihe ihould raife wonderful 
^ tragedies, cut off their intercourfe with the 

* Bnglijb, deprefs the faction that favoured 

^ 5 them, 

;• Bp.Kcith*$hift. p. 163: 
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' theixi» &c.^ for which he cites Ijfthln^on^% 
levers. 

Camdenh veracity hath indeed been caU 
led much in queftion in late times, becaufe he 
tells ibme ungracious truths. But his vouch- . 
ers are fiill extant, and in particular this lettet: 
oil^tiingtan has, been publilhed by Biftxop 
Keiib a ; and it contains cxpreflions rather 
ftronger than Camd^nh tranilation has them. 
Thus befides the things already cited froo^ 
Camden ; * She will not be ferved, fays Z^- 
' tbington, with thofe that bear any good-wiU 

* tQ Mngland : Some quarrel Ihall be picked 

* with them ; not dire^ly for religion at. 

* the firft ; but where the accufation of 
^ berefy would be odious^ men mud: be 
^ chajiged with treafon. The like of this, I 
< think, hath been feen in Q: Mary's days. 

* A few number thus diigraced, difpatched or 

* difp.erfed> the reft will be an eafy prey ; and 

* then may the butchery of Bonner plainly 

* begin, isrc? 

The Englijb Queen did not fail to follow 
the Prior's counfel. She abfolutely refufed 
cither to allow Queen Mahy to pafs through 
England into Scotland^ or to grant a fafe con- 
duct And a fleet was aftually fitted out, 
and put to fea, for apprehending h^r in 
her paflage ; But they miffed their aim i for 
c c 2 the 

* Hiftt append. P* 9^ 
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the Queen arriyed fafely in Sccthni upon 
the xix. Jday of Auguft Mdj-xi. notwith** 
Handing all their anxiety to intercept her. 
But when fbe came, Ihe found that no fuit^ 
6ble preparations had been made for her re« 
ception ; becaufe the perfons who at that 
time took the management of affairs upon 
them, were in hopes that fhe would never 
come, but fall into the hands of the Englijb^ 
to be murdered by them at that time. 

I know how Elizabeth by her letters to 
Queen Mart herlelf, denied that there were 
any fiiips fcnt to fea to intercept her, or that 
any fuch thing was ever defigned. ' Whereas 
^ it feems, fays ihe », that report hath been 

* made to you, that we had fent our ad-r 

* miral to the feas, with our navy, to im- 
^ pefch your pillage ; both your fervants do 

• well underftand how falfe that report was, 

♦ confidering for a truth, that .we have not 
f any. more than two or three fmall ^bark^ 
^ upon the feas to apprehend certain pirates, 
^ being thereto intfeated, and, in a manner,- 

* compelled thereto, by the earneft requeft 
^ of the ambafliidor of our good brother the 
^ King of Sfain^ made to us of certain of 

* your fnbjefts, Bc^tfmen, haunting our feas 

♦ as pirates, under pretence of letters of 

♦ mgr^uc,^ Thus far Mlhahti. But her 

Lord 
! Ibid- p. i8i« ^ 
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Lord keeper Baron, in a fpeech that he de« 
Uvered in the Privy-council of England, in 
the year 1562, againft an interview propo- 
fed betv/ixt Queen Makt and Q. Eiizabetb, 
expreflcd himfelf, in a quite different ftrain. 

* Again, fays he, by the continual offencd 

* that the Queen of Scots and the houfe 

* of Guifis friends took within their 

* breafts daily, for that the Queen hath not 
r* ^ * nor that Ihe and they defire flie 
' Ihould now have* A matter of itfelf doubt* 

* lefs fufiicient to continue any old difplea- 

* furc/ or to breed a new, whatever ihew or 

* countenance, by word or promile, be made 

* to the contrary. 

' Befides, think you that the ScottiJB 

* Queen's fuit, made in all friendly manner, 
' to come through England, at the time Ihe 

* left France to come into Scotland^ and the 

* denial thereof, except the treaty were Kiti- 

* fied, is by them forgotten ? or elfe your 

* fending of your Ihips to fea at the time of 
' her paflage ? Now doubtlefs, to (peak as t 
^ think, thefe and the reft, which you remem- 
^ ber. as well as I, were able to make her, the/ 
^ before well difpofed, to be clean otherwife 

* given ; and then much more to continue, 
^ with Ibmc increafe, the old conceived at 
' fe^lion towards this realm, elpecially feeing 

\ it \% joined with ambition to a kingdom : > 

And 
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* And as our doings, on our fide, have defer*' 

* ved no change of their aflfedion, but ra- 
' ther the maintenance of the old difplea-. 
' fure, with increafe, no more ought we to 

* hope for at their hands*' Thus he «, and 
truth has a good face. After what hath 
been faid, any perfon who can doubt, but 
that xh^EngliJb fent out a fquadron to in- 
jtercept Queen Maay, and that too by the 
couafel, confent and approbation of thePriof 
of St. Andrews, and his accomplices, muft 
be a fceptic indeed in hiftory. 

• Trom a MS. intituled, Placita fecreti CMjiiiiy once 
Jn thelibrary of Dr. Moor Bp. of Ely, now in the li- « 
krvy of the univcrfity of Cambridge. 
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' . C H A P. IV. 

Of the 'Prior* s Atchievements^after 
he became ^een MARTsfrime 
Mittifter. 

TH E fudden death of King Mtnry II. of 
France, and the death of King Fran- 
cis II. Queen Mary's husband, fo fooh 
thereafter, threw her affairs into great dif 
order. Upon the death of Queen Mary of 
England in November 1558, King Henry 
her father in law, and one of her curators, in 
conjunftion with the other two curators her 
uncles, iad thought fit that flie ihould take 
the title and arms of Queen oi England; and 
had they done any thing lefs, they had been 
blame worthy, as very negligent of the truft 
repofed in them, for Ihe unqueftionably had 
the right in her perfon, as far as fuch right 
can be conveyed by legitimate defcent, join- 
ed with proximity of blood, and fupported 
by the laws and general praftice. ^Tis well 
known that T^ng Henry y III. q^ England, 
and his parliaments had declared both his 
daughters baftards. After he came to the crown, 
he had married Katharine of Spain, his bro- 
therms widow, by a dilpenfation from the 

Popej 
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Pope ; but after he had lived with her abotlt 
eighteen years, cafting .his eye upon jinrtd 
JSolen, one of her maids, he began to plead 
great fcruples and qualms of confcience about 
the legality of his marriage ; and it is almofl 
incredible what pains and expences he be- 
llowed to have it believel tTiroughout all 
Europe, and declared by the moft famous 
univerfities at home and abroad, that he had 
lived all that rime in inceft, not to mention 
how many lives this matter coft. He much 
wanted that the Pope would give the fame dc- 
daration, but could not obtain it ; therefore 
he £hook off bis authority, took the power in 
his own bands, and, by the afliftance of Dn 
Thomas Cranmer, whom for that end he had 
made Archbifliop of Canterbury, he divorced 
bis wife, and then he and his parliament de- 
clared his daughter Mary an inceftuous ba- 
ftard, and incapable to fucceed to the crown* 
But before all this could b^ accompliihed. 
King Henryh confcience began to difcover it- 
fclf ; for Anne B^len had firft become with 
child to him, fo he married her privily upon 
the XXV. of January, got his wife divorced 
ajd k£ May, and had his daughter £//i?tf*^A 
bom to him by Anne Bolen upon the 7th 

day o£ Seftemhr 1533 «. 

But 

» Stow. Cfranmet in -one of hit letters. Dngdale*s Ba- 

fonage^ p. 306. vol, 2* Buraet's reformatiooa voL 3* isu 

* • 
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^ Sut the worft of it is, that, after all, Anni 
Bolen was in the fanbe degree of affinity witH 
Henry VIII. as his former wife. This ap-* . 
jpears very evidently from a bull which he 
defired frbin the Pope. A SuH ' by which his 

* marriage with Katharine was to be declared 

* null and invalid, becaufe fhe Wag his bro- 

* ther's widow ; fo that he might lawfully 
' marry any other jvoman : Alid in confe- 

* (juence of futh dedaratioii of thfe nullity of 

* that marriage, he might be difpenfed with 
' to marry any othfcr Woman lawfully, and 

* with her i^ live freely in that marriage, anct 
^ beget lawful iflfue therein j even though Ihe 
^ ihould bei fuch a woman ai had already 

* contrafted marriage with another man^ pro^ 
^ vided (he had not confummated that mar- 

* riage ty carnal knbwledge ; and although 

* fhe fhotild be telatcd tb Henry himfelf, \tL 
^ thd fecohd or more remote degree of con- 

* fanguinityi or in the fitfl degree of affinity^ 
'* ex quocunque, litito feji illicito, toifu «, pro- 

* vided fhe was not his faid brother's widow** 
With othfer provifos of lefs moment* 

d d Th? 

« WliUe itenhet, in his editidn 6f Lotd ][i€rbert*s IiA 
bf Henry VIIL gives an EngUfli tranflation of this buU^ 
where he thus renders thcfe Latin vfotds^ either from lawful 
or forbidden wedlock: but they include every tlaiig, in Wfd* 
Jock or ont of vfedlock; U^vfol or unlavfuL 
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The Pope Clement VIL being at that time 

very much opprefled by Charles Y. the Em- 

^peror, was very loth to difoblige Henry, fo 

he granted the bull in the very terms ashe 

defired it, upon the xvii. day of December 

1527, not above a week after he had been 

^ freed from prifon in the c^ftle of St. Angela ; 

.but he inferted a fmall claufe in it, by which 

he rendered it quite void ; for he granted it 

only with this provifo, ' That Henry\ con- 

* traft of marriage with the fakl Katharine 

* Ihould be firft declared to have been, and 
•^ ftillto be null and invalid; the determi- 
nation of which point he referved to himfelfi 
as reafon required ; and it is well known that 
he could never be prevailed upon to, allow 
that it was a hull marriage : And in truth, to 
have allowed or determined otherwife, had 
been to break down all barriers, and quite to 

.overturn.and invalidate the moft folemn and 
/acred ties and obligations upon earth,. 

It is a matter worthy of our obferva- 
yion, that at the time of granting this bull, 

Henry VIIl, and his council acknowledged 

and took it for granted, with the moft of man- 
iciriS, that the Pope had fuch a difpenfing 

power : But when they found that he would 
•not* go' all thefr lengths, they cried outloudly 

that he h'ad it not : And it is more than pro- 
'bable that if the Pope had come into Henrf% 

meafureSp 
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meafures, to do this manifeft piece of injuftice, 
his authority had ftill been as great in Eng- 
land, or rather greater, than in any other 
nation in the world, as it had formerly been. 
So inconfiftent are fome men rendered by 
their irregular paffions and appetites. ' 

But as to the view of defiring fuch an extra* 
ordinary and extravagant bull. What could it 
be that troubled Henry Vill. his confcience, 
that he prefsM fo earneftly to have his firft mar- 
riage diflblved, as inceftuous, becaufe his wife 
Was related to him in the firft degree of affinU 
ty ; and yet to defire that he ftiould be authori- 
fed to marry another, not only related tp hini 
inthe fame degree, but alfo one who had con- 
trafted already with another man? And by 
what means imaginable had Henry got women 
related to him in that degree, with whom he 
defigned to marry ? Why truly he had kept 
for a miftrefs Mary Bolen, fifter to Anne 
. Bole n, whom J, upon fixing his fancy on Anne^ 
lie difcarded, and caufed TViltiam Carey, 
whom he called gentleman of his privy cham- 
ber, to marry her. This Anne had con- 
trafted already with Henry Piercy, the Earl 
pf Nortbumhrland^s cldcii fon, who, being a 
young unexperienced man, and having the 
opportunity of being frequently at court in 
'Cardinal W'ootfeyh train, was eafily kidnappe<| 
fcy jVch a d^fignlng young w6n[ian, and had con- 
*' ' d d 2 traftcd 
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trafted to marry her ; till his father,pcrceivmg 
confcientious Henry* % inclination^, with ter? 
riblc threats diflWaded him from purfuing fo 
fiangerou? game : And hence it is that Henry 
defires^ not only that he fhpuld have a difpen- 
fation to marry a Woman related to him iq 
^e firft degree of affinity, but alfo, f altho^ 
f that wopi^n ihpuld have beep pontraa:e4 
« with another m%n.' 

If this explanation of a depd, being in it* 
felf fo grofly fcand^lpus and abominable, fhaU 
feem r^fh and uncharitable, to be made at thi^ 
4iftaace pf tinie/tis hoped the teftiipony pf Car? 
dinal Pool, will be of fomie weight to fupporf 
If. The Cardinal, whpfe integrity no man 
hitherto has attacked .with fupcefs^ addrcfle^ 
Henry VIII. in thefe words, ^ Had ye left 
f ypur wife, becaufe ye perfuaded yourfelf 
' that the law pronounced that marriage wicl^- 
^ ed ^nd. aboraina^Jc, would ye not have 

* taken the moft particular care, that yoij 
' ihould not a fecqnd time pollute yourfelf 
^ with fuch another marriage ? V/ould ye not 

* have abftained altogether from fpchperfpn? 
f as were in the fame, or e^en a ^v^offe con? 
f dition, than your former wife ? Ypu coid^ 
fnpt have dqne pther^'ife, had you afied 
** from any motive proceediiig ' from the 
f law ; but you mnft have detefted them wh? 
t WRVil4 tave adyifpd ypu^fp'any fuch mar- 
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^ riagCjOr even who would make mcntioa of it 
^ ip your pcefence. What Js Ihe with whom 
^ ye joined yourfelf in your divorced wife's 
^ room, and what kind of perfon ? Is ihe no; 
f the fifter pf one, whom ye firft deflowered, 
^ and long thereafteir kept with you as a coof 
^ cubine ? She is aftually the perfon. By whai 
' means then do you perfwade us* that ye a? 
f void unlawful marriages ? Was ye in this 
^ cafe unaccjuainted with the law, which ia 
f reality no lefs prohibits to marry a woman 

* with whofe After you had made your feif 
^ one flelh, than her with whom your brother 

* was one fleih ? Js the one to be detefled i 
< fo is alfo the other. Yea you of all mei| 
J knew beft. But how doth this come to my 

^ knowledge ? Even becaufe at that very 
^ time, when ye was rejeSing the Pope's 
f difpenfatipu, yp ftrove with great keennefs 
^ witl) the fame Pope, to have a licence grant- 
/ ed you for marrying the fitter of her who 
f had beenyoiir concubine, ai^d obtained it, 
^ upon '^hjs condition, that it ihould £rft be 
f ^l^de manifeg that the Pop^had not the 
' power pf granting a difpenfation in the for- 
^•mer cafe. Doth no? then this -very wp- 
^ man, whom ye now bave for a wife, moflt 
^ plainly jDhLew what your purpofe was? D^ttb 

* not God, through her perfon, let her be 
> filent, mal^eit-^vidcLi to all men, that you 

•^iaade 
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* made mention of the law to ferve your luflr^ 
' and not out pf compliance with God's com- 
' mandment ? But there is another jthing which 

* lays your mind yet further open : For this 

* bufinefs about your brother^s wife is of lefs 
' moment by far. Why fo ? Becaufe altho' his 

* wife, whofe nakednefs the law forbiddeth 
' thee to uncover, was married, in the face 

* and view of the church, flie came to thee x 
^ virgin : But I fuppofe thou wilt not fay 

* that thou didft leave a virgin, the fifter olF 

* that woman whom thou now haft, &c. ^ 
On account of this free language, Henry 
fought to have the Cardinal aflaffinated, 
and afterwards put his mother the Coqntets' 
of Salisbury to death ; although he had defir- 
cd the Cardinal to tell him his mind freely 
upon this fubjeft. 

' K* Henry caufed his daughter Mary to ac- 
knowledge her felf to be an inceftuous baftard, 
and in the xxv. year of his reign an aft of par- 
liament was made, fettling the fucceffion to 
the crown upon his younger daughter jB//2:^z- 
'ifeth^ failing his male ifTue : Tothe ftfift 06- 
-fervation of which fettlement,hegot his parlia- 
ment the next yeajr to take an oath. Yet furely, 
if his firft marriage was ihceftuous, fa was 
•tbeiecond; but if his eldeft daughter was 

legitimate, 

- *S :P^ eecJeJiaftica unltatls defcnJione^Uh, $# 
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kgUimate, the fecond was begotten in a* 
dultery, Henry foon after having fet his af^ 
feftions on another woman> puts ^nne Bo- 
hn to death, and jche very next day marries 
Miftrefs Jane Seymour : And then both his 
daughters are declared illegitimate by another . 
aft of parliament, in the xxviii. year of his 
reign. ' But after that he got an a^ of parlia^ 
ment declaring it lawful for both of them to 
fucceed after other, according to their feniority^ 
and authorifing him to limit the fucceffion af 
ter them by his patent, or by his latter will^ 
as jfliould pleafe him. And his good pleafure 
was to exclude the pofterity of his cldeftfi- 
iter. Grandmother to Queen Majry of Scoh 
land. 

Kings have frequently taken the affiftancc 
of their parliaments, or councils, to oppre& 
fome of their fubjefts, and deprive them of 
their rights ; and fubjefts arc often obliged to 
fit down quietly under fuch oppreffion : But 
independent Sovereigns are on another foot* 
ing ; for one of them, though fupported by 
all his fubjefts, is not to pretend to deprive 
his equal of his juft right and title, unlefe he 
defigns to entail a war and other hardfhips 
upon bis people : For princes will not tame- 
ly allow themfelves to be fo cut out, for the 
mere humour and caprice of an unreafonabic 
^tyrant, or any unjuft afis of inconfiftent par* 

liament^. 
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liaments. And hadTC. Henry II. oi France 1h 
ved any time longer, or even his fon King 
Francis II. they could not have failed tof 
vindicate the right of the ijneen of Scots to 
the crown of England, againft all fuch fpu^ 
rious iflue as Elizabeth the daughter of Hen- 
Yy VIII. But they happening to die To foon 
aifter one another^ France became Jefs inter- 
tffed in that matter,and perhips were not over 
fond of feeing the 5r////&kingdoms fairly united 
under one lawful Sovereign> left they might ^ 
happen to. create as great *difturbance ioFranct 
as the Efij^lijh had formetly doncy while their 
kings held ample poflTdTions in that kingdom,f 
not fo much by their own force er valour, 
as by raiCng inteftine. war and commotions^ 
and by aflifting one half of the native* to de^ 
ftroy the other. 

The troubled ftate of Scotland was ^rf* 
i\itx bar againft Qiieen Mary's obtaining ot^ 
purfiiinghef right to the throne oi England. 
Our. countrymen who had declared for the 
reformation, were all joined in a confederacy 
with her rival.Queen Elizabeth ; which great- 
ly diftrafted her counfels when fiie returned 
put oi France. It is not to be doubted but 
that her inclination was to have had for- 
her council and. officers of ftate, metf chiefly 
of her own religion : But then the re- 
formers^ confcious of their own demerits and 
\ danger, 
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flartgdr, v^avHa tteter 'htvf httti quiet. And 
iikhoupjh thefe i)«^ho wattld have ftood up fof 
the Qtieen of the Ri^ntanCatMkk reJigi^^ 
tttight hare hten tn ovef-match for the others^ 
yet ritey cotiM not liave ftood agamft ^he jB/^ 
j^ij^ttio, who wottW have been very ready 
to join in extirpating them ^U, dnd detbron* 
iiig the Queen herfelf. She therefore propofed 
to pan the dtfher^ by kiadn^eft and favours ; 
tf^efuTied them the full es:€fdie ^f their rel^ii* 
oi*^ as? fee found it fet up among them, how* 
ever Illegally and turktiently j gave them aa 
«Mpk Hidemnity ; and admitted the chiefs of 
t^eift into the adminiftration of her affairs, and 
upoA her a^^xhcA t Ahd the Prior of St. An*^ 
Are'M became her prime minifter \ and by 
that means had a* great opportunity of put- 
ting bi^projedof ufurpingthe crcfwn* He 
preofuded her other ful^eds from all aceeft 
to h4?r mdjefty, except through him only ; 
and he bad not born rule ftbove a year, till 
he had laidptots for (iuffting off the principal 
mtn- \tk the kingdom, who> he thought^ might 
thwart hSm* in hS* views y fome of whom he 
gpt put to death, and others fhut up in pri- 
ibii : He aHb joined in alliance againft the 
t^ueei^ allies abroad,and levied foWiers whom 
he fe» to ptti with theit enemies againft 
theto, without the Queen's knowledge; a 
e c thing 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



fSS Inquiry Into the Muriif 

thing which none of our hiftorians have taken 
i^otice of except JLindfay of Pitfcottie, whor 
yf rices, that ia the year Mdlxii. five hun« 
dred light horfemea went out of Scotland to 
France, for fupport of the congregation, the 
Qiieen. not knowing thereof. That it was fo, 
is now made plain by the original papers pu« 
blilhed by Dr. Forbes ». The French Prote* 
ftants had that year put thtEngliJb in poflefll- 
on of DieppCyHavrede Grace, and other a<^a» 
cent villages and forts upon thecoaft oi France: 
On which account the Englijh were to fet up 
Froteftantifm \n France. H^xit matters did 
not fucceed according to their wiihes or ex- 
pedations : For the Duke oiGuife, ujticle to 
Queen Mary, called the Mars of France^ 
having chiefly by his own (ingle perfonal va- 
lour ^, recovered the battle of 2>r^itf.v, after the 
conftable of France had in a manner loft it, the 
rebels had no kind of fuccefs after that, and 
the Englijb were either driven out, or obli- 
ged to quit all thcfe places, and the Scots 
were almoft all cut off in defending them. 
Some few of them had been apprehended and 
hanged by the conftable pi France, with pa- 
pers on their heads, declaring. that this was 
done, bccaufe they had come^gainft their 
Sovereign's will, to the ferviceof cheHugue- 
pots. It was at firft given out that tfaefo 

were 
• Vol. a. p. 49, ecc. k i^id. p. 245, 252. 
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«rere BngHJkmen, about which the ^nglijff 
raifed a great deal of clamour s But after it 
came to be known that they were Scoffmen, 
there was no more ado about the matter. 

Ali the advantage that the confederateai 
reaped by this war was, that, during it, they 
prevailed with one Pohrot, one of the Duke 
of Gui/e^k Gentlemen, to aflaffinsfte his ma- 
tter the Duke, whom the reformers dreaded 
more than any other man in the world. The 
felon's heart failed hiin, after he had engaged 
to execute this horrid undertaking j but 
T[*heodore de BezCy who afted as the feeond 
proteftant Pope, ei^uraged him to proceed, 
ufing words in French to this purpofe 2 Go 
io. Sir ; tnke courage ; the angels will af- 

fiftyou. : 

Two of our contemporary hlftorians, Bu^ 

ehanan and Knox^ behave very ftrangely with 

relpeftto this great man and his murderer. 

Buchanan even commends Pohrot for thU 

very afiSon ; and having long before written 

a poem, in which he mod defervedly praifed 

the Duke, for his famous defenceof Metz a>- 

gainft the Emperor, he afterwards firuck oitt 

the Duke's name, and inferted another man's 

to whom, that praife did not belong : Yet is 

the Duke highly extolled by him in another 

ef his poems, written upon his taking of Cj- 

iai^ ^ook Xhc Ertgliji, and juftly too ; fpr be 

' e c a . was 
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«ra$ called the prot^£tor of lus country by th^ 
parliaqieac of pans. Knox tells the ftoryiii 
thefe words^Gr^i badjiricken tf^at bhody tyranf 
the T>Hk^ ofQuife, &c, of which exprellioas 
und b^avipur, I leave every man to judge 
for h'mifelf. 

While the Earl of Murray was thus trea^i 
ibnably affifting the French rebels, without 
his Sovereign's knowledge, he was alio pu^ 
fuing high matters at home, even to cut off 
the Duke of Chaft^lheraulf% family and the 
Earl of Huntly\ with the Earl of BotbwelL 
This laft Earl, tho' perhaps the mofl llanch 
Froteflant among them aU, upon chriftian or 
ixioral principle^, w»s extremely bated by the 
reft, becaufe be not only wovrld not join ii^ 
that rebellion by which they lirft fet up thdr 
ireformatlw* but aJfo oppofed theoi ; and be- 
ing inform^ by »h^ Que^n dowager, that 
money was to be fent from Evghni for fup- 
porting that rebeUioQ, he having good oppor- 
tunity, by being Lieutenaqt of. the marches 
cf Sc^landf fei^ed it, and wounded Caciburn 
of Ormiftan, one of the conduftprs of it. For 
which reafon the congregi^tioners rifled bis 
houfes, carried off his charter-^Mt^ and boris 
bim deadly hatred ever after. The Earl d 
Arrarip who as bath been ftid already, bad 
beenfeized with a. frenzy, kept a perpetual 
grudge at him oA thk account* The Queen 

and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



and council had endeavoured In vain to make 
up' this difference : But at laft it was done iii 
^ a^ppearance by means of the Earl of ikfor- 
rayythcn only Earl of Mar, and ^ohn Knox^ ' 
trh^ latter brought about the reconciliatioa* 
betwixt Jirran and Botbwell, and then JLr* 
ran and Murray were made umpires in th« 
quarrel betwixt Bothw^ll and the laird of Of- 
faifton. Blejfed are the peace-makers. But 
the Earl of - Botbwell had no great caufe to 
be thankful on this occafion ; becaufe there^ 
by his life and fortune were endangered ; 
for within four days after this reconciliation, 
they prevailed with Arran to accufe him and 
Gavin Majnilton Abbot of Kilwinning^ hiji 
ow^^j^infman, as having confpired to take the 
Queen and to put her in jirran\ own hands, 
in the caftle of T>umbarton ; and to flay the 
Earl of Murray and Secretary Lethingfon^ 
and others who then were of the miniftry c 
of all which he acqiiainted the Queen hei- 
ielf by a letter, and brought in even his own 
father the Duke as acceflbry to thefe dedgns. 
The Duke confined him to his chamber : 
whence he wrote to the Earl of Murray in 
cyphers, a detail of his grievances^ and that 
he was in fear of his life, unlefs he flxbuld be' 
fuddenly reffued ; which w^s % very direft 
way to bring abou$ the deftrui^ion of his fa- 
ther/^aod bis whole family. $ooa thereafter be 

made 
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made his efcape from his confinement ; and th€l 
fearl oi Murray, glad of an opportunity that 
might be improved to cut ofFthe next heks to 
the crown, convoyed him to the Queen then 
at Falkland, where he again repeated all his 
flories ; upon which the Duke had thecaftle 
of !D«»i^jr/^;z taken from him, and the Earl 
of Botbwell and Abbot of Kilwinning were 
committed to prifon ; and although there ap- 
peared about Arran at that time plain eviden- 
ces of a diftempered brain (for he talked of 
wonderous figns that he faw in the heavens ; 
imagined that he was bewitched, and would 
needs get into the Queen's bed, alledging that 
he was married to her) yet neither could the 
Earl nor the Abbot get themfelves fet at liber- 
ty, till the former made Ws efcape privily. 
^ran being further examined about tbefe 
things, ftood to his accufation of the Earl 
iX Bothwell, but began to deny that his 
't>wn relations knew any thing of the matter, 
or intended any violence againft him ; alledgr 
ing that he had been inchanted tp fpeak and 
write the contrary formerly. 

The Gordons were another potent tribe> 
whofe ruin was projefted at this junfture : 
And this was the occafion laid hold of for 
that purpofe. Alexander Lprd Ogilvie had 
taken to wife, at his fecond marriage, one 
of the Earl of Huntlie'z fillers^ ^and for 
' her 
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ter dowry had infeft her in a large portion 
of his lands in liferent. After his death, it 
ieems^ ihe exchanged that liferent with her 
brother the Earl, for fome other confideration; 
and he feems to have given it to his fon Sir 
yobn Gordon, who had married his own cou- 
fin, the Lord Ogihie^s daughter, who feems 
to have been provided in fomefhare of her 
father's lands for her portion ; for.flie is called 
hdy Findlafer in pubHck deeds. J^ames Lord 
Ogihie fon oi Alexander, wanted to fucceed 
to the whole, but the law allowed him not : 
Therefore he picks a quarrel with Sir John, 
4ind, 'together with his own iervants, attacks 
him and his lervants on the ilreet of JEdsn- 
burgh, upon the 27th of June 1^62. Some 
of join Gordon^ fervants were hurt, but th^ 
aggreflbr » was dangeroufly wounded. Both 
were committed to prifon ; but Sir John 
finding himfelf hardly ufed already, and like- 
ly to be dill worfe treated, made his efoape 
,out of the prifon of Edinburgh. Being after- 
wards cited to appear before the Queen and 
her council, he came and fubmitted himfelf 
before her in the tolbooth of Aberdeen, en- 
. trlng himfelf prifoner, to remain there, or to 

go 

* In the charge agamfl: Sir John for entring himfelf pri« 
foner in the caftle of Stirling, it is faid to have heen for 
thi cruel onfettsn^ on the Lord Ogilvic^ although he fet np*- 
' c&'hlm only in bis own defence. 
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go to any other prifon, as it flionld pleafe hcf 
Ijlajcfty. The Queen ordered him to go 
and remain prifoner in the provoft o£^her* 
dten\ lodgings, till file fliould declare her fur- 
ther pleafure in that matter : Which he did 
They had prevailed upon the Queen toraife 
fome forces, and to go to the northern parts 
of the country in the end oi Auguft^ having 
firft modelled and framed her council to their 
Blinds, fo as only four, with tier fecretaryv 
«nd three or four officers of ftate ihould at- . 
tend at once, for tyro- months, and after theitt 
other four for the next two months^ and lo 
oo. The four who attended her to the 
North, were the Earb of Argilt^ Mafljhalf 
Mar, aicerwrtrds Murray, and M^rfoH. "Whea 
the Queen came to Aberdeen, Huntly and 
ills lady came, with a good train, to wait 
' upon her Majefty, and were gfacioufly re- 
ceived. When Ihe came to Invernefs, the go- 
vernor of the eaftle for the Earl of Huntly, 
was all of a fudden required to furrender if, 
who having demurred fonae fliort time, fa^ 
tendered it indeed, and was forthwith hang* 
-cd. Hifr name was Gordon. John Kno^ 
tells U8, that Sir yohn Gordon had command* 
cd this captain to hold out the eaftle, and had 
promifed him relief. But that could not well 
\ be, for this was upon the third of September, 
and Sir John^ had only been charged upon 
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«life feft ^f ifeat inofn A fo <jtjJt ki* ^rifon in 
^Ihe pttJvoft \i£'AhrieeH^% hoirfe, and enter 
WmfeBf Jyrif^toet in the Ciiftle of Stirling, 
>5^iiiftv(»i <kyr, under thfe^wii of treafon: 
>¥feadb chiirge he did not obey. Therefore^ 
upon the lo^h <A th« ftwrnth, tWe is an aA 
ef tbcfe ^xwiftfellors, *nding that he had in- 
CiftYcfd th<& pains of treafon ; and command* 
Ing him atiAhlsivife and others, to deliver 
1)16 houfefe of Findkur atid Aucbindown td 
the Qaeen'^s offic€rs> who was to give the 
charge within Xxiv. hour^ wnderthe pain of 
tjieaiofi and forfeiture. And fome foldiers 
^9rete (ent to lie about his houfe of Findhter, 
who Haid in CuHen, and were by bim fur- 
prifed, and their captain made prifoneri and 
ibe r^ difarmed or flain. 

This was an outrage to which it would 
Itefih he was prompt by the worthy pri- 
Irycotmcil, who that very day enaAed, that 
if *he Eafi of Huntly^ his father, and his 
fHelid^, (hotdd not a^ppear Within a very fhort 
(pade, (tven aext day iT w^ may truft the 
printed copy of the aft », I have not accefs 
to the original at prefent) he and they fhould 
tede^unoed rebek, and that he fliould be dt- 
Ydledof ail places of ftrength. We find by the 
i^s ^f "their council, that a considerable num- 
ber of geiftlemen of \m firname did make 
f f , their 

' asp. Keith's bift* p. aa& 
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their appearance before the Queen upon the 
xxvi. day of that month of Offober, and 
found furety under very high penahieSj to 
enter their perfons in prifon« wherever they 
ihouldbe commanded, without anykindtof 
reafdn given or alledged againft them. 

It would feem that the Earl himfelf ,wa$ 
upon his way to do the like : But the godly . 
Prior of Si. Andrews, who had got himfelf 
iometime before made Earl of Mar, and dur 
ring this very expedition, had exchanged that 
Earldom for the Earldom of Murray, to 
which Huntly had a fort of claim,, was loth 
to allow that Huntly Ihould ever be received 
into favour again. He and his aflbciates had, 
in the Queen's name, raifed the inhabitants 
of the (hires of . Stirling^ Fife, Angus^ 
Mearns, and Stratbem, and the Qneen had 
before that time a good number of men of 
the more northern counties about her. O* 
ver all thefe Murray got himfelf made the 
Queen's Lieutenant, with acommiilion to pur^ 
fue Huntly aiid his children and friends with 
fire and fword, Huntly was coming for- 
ward, as Murray^s admirers fay (for this is 
a very dark piece of hiftory) with three hun- 
dred men. It is to be remarked, that accord* 
ing to the cuftom of that time, a man of his 
ftuiion and power, never went upon any 
confiderable errand, without a grand retinue: 

But 
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But Murray lay in his way at Corricbicp 
Vith mofe thoofands than he had hundreds* 
'Tis faid there ehfued a battle or engage- 
ment-; but it doth not appear that any one 
of Huntly^i attendants ever drew a fword : 
fTheir hiftorians affirm, that not one of his 
Opponefits was (lain. He had his choice of 
Very brave men ; and to fay that he came 
'with even three hundred of them, and did 
not fo much as kill or hurt any of his oppo- 
nents, is plainly to fay, that he intended not 
to fight. But whether bis furrender was 
voluntary or not, is all one, for he. was im- 
mediately fmothered, and then it wars given 
out that he had died fuddenly in their cu- 
ftody. They kept his corps unburied all 
that winter, and then forfeited him and all 
his pofterity, in the month of JW^y: And that 
.. they might cut oflfall the tribe of his firname, 
: they forged treafonable letters in the Earl of 
Sutherland^ nathe, pretending that they found 
fhem in the dead man's pocket ; upon which 
they forfeited him together WxxYiHuntly, and 
all the gentlemen of note of that clan. Sir yohn 
'Gordon was immediately beheaded, or rather 
butchered by an unskilful executioner. . •^• 
dam, 6n^ of his younger brothers, although 
.xmder age^ was defiined to undergo the fame 
(ate; but the Queen would by no means 
confent to the esecution» George, ffuntly^i 
ffa. eldeft^ 
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eMeft fbn^was with tbeDqkeofCi&4/7^^ra«ftii 
his father in law> and was obliged Co enter 
himfelf prifoner in the caftle oS- Edinburgh^ 
and afterwards in the caftle of T)Hnbai^. He 
silfo was forfeited, wilhout receiving fo n^uch 
as a citation, or copy of his tndiiem^nt^ my, 
they refufed to read hJ8 iodkemexK; ia hU 
bearing », before the chooCng of the juryi In 
it he was accufed of trealibn conunitted agalnft 
the Queen's perfon and- the whole nobiUty 
that :were with her at Invernsfr : Yet did 
feme of thefe very perfons compofe a part of 
his jury^ and the reft were of their relations. 
After he was committed to priibn in Dunbar 
caftle, they either forged, or furreptitioufiy 
obtained a warrant to be (igned by the Qneen, 
^irefted to the governor of the caAle, for put- 
ting the Lord Gordon to death. Sue (he go* 
vernor lufpeftteg (bme fraud, came in per- 
fon to fee the Queen; and precendeid that be 
had executed her commands. The Queen 
denied that ever fee had given fuch orders : 
So he produced the warrant, which ^ve her 
great unea£nefs ; but he ibon retieved her, by 
acquainting her that he had not yet obeyed 
the cruel order ; and the Queen difidiarged 
him from dk)ing lb upon any terms, whatever 
43rders he might receive, ifitwasnot from 
her own mouth* 

! Aft <^^odiv$^a 10 the rocoedt <tf parfianieitfv 1 5<7« 

, CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Yhe Earl of Murray'j^ more o^en At^ 
tempts to fdze the Crown. .. 

AFter Murray had thiis got the Hamil* 
tons, the Gordons, and the Eari of JSofkr 
ivell either cut off, imprifoncd, baniihed, or 
brought uqder, he began to difcover hi? 
views more openly. He became exceflively 
fond of the ij^me of ^tewqrt ; he recounted 
the laudable afts of that fajpnilyi a»d how weU 
the kingdom had hee-n govern^ under them j 
aq<J it was great grief to him, that the crow© 
\^^% likely to devolve upon another family ; 
And for preventing that, he propofcd to th^ 
Queen tp h^ve the crgv^^p entailed upon fonys 
perfons of h^r pwfi (irname* ^pd that he hia\- 
felf flwuld be -the firft perfoii in the ei;itai|. 
The Queen would not hearke;|3ito thepropQ* 
ikl i)f defrai^diog the ti^ti^ heirs: Jut took the 
opportunity frpix^' this s^mfeitio^s view ofMuf>^ 
r^'s toc^U homeibeEarlpfii^^?(?4f>Mfith whofe 
fonihehad fome.thpugbts pf marrying, apii 
that by advice pf her imcle thp Cardiad 
oi tor rain f who cpn/idered th.^f the ^n^lifff 
mig^t perhaps fet up that young man, in op« 
pofition to her in the right of fucceillon to 

the 
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the throne of England. Murray al(b went 
the more readily into the propofal of reftor* 
ing Lenox, becaafe he knew that he would 
be a keen enemy to the Hamiltons, whom 
they both hated mortally. 

The Englijb court had alfo their particular 
finifter views with regard to the Earl of Le* 
'fiox. In general they hope^, that by this 
means Tome difturbance and commotions 
would be raifed in Scotland : And in parti- 
cular they expefted to have got the lady 
Margaret Douglas, bis wife, declared a ba* 
ftard, that fo they might debar her and her 
pofterity from any claim to the crown of 
England *. It feems that the Douglafes had 
given them hopes that they would bring that 
natter about, in order to deprive her of the 
^rldom of Angus. But Queen Mary pre- 
vented their defigns ; fhe reftored the Earl 
of Lenox to his own Earldom, and got his la* 
dy to yield her right to the Earldom of An* 
gus to the heir-male. 

In the month of February l$6^» Henry 
Xrord Tiarnly, Lenox^^ fon, came to Scotland^ 
and was well received by the Queen, which 
raifed envy againft him immediately K This 
jcnvy increafed more and more, after it became 
known that her Majefty had a mind to marry 

him, 

' « See Hayne*s (late papers, p. 380. Bp. Keith's hilL 
§* 268. b Ibid. p. 269, 272p 272, ifc. 
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hm, in fo much that there were dcfigns foon 
formed to cut him off, as may be feen m the 
letters of Ttkomas Randolph the EngUJb refi- 
dent in Scotland at that time, in one of which, 
bearing date the ad day oi July 1565 •, be 
fays, ' What Ihall become of him (^arnlyj 
* I know not ; but it is greatly to be feared 
^ihat he can have no long life among this 
'pepple.* In another of the 21ft of that 
month, Randolph writes, that upon an 
indifcreet anfwer which 7)arnly had given 
him, b^ had told 7)arnly expreily/ 'that he 
' hoped to fee the wreck and overthrow of 
*' as many as were of the fame mind with him/ 
which was pretty plain language. Randolph 
did cabal with the malecontents, was made 
privy to their defigns, and promoted and 
encouraged them, being authorifed fqtodo. 
The Qiieen held a great convention of her 
eftates at Stirling, upon the xiv. day of 
May, in which they gave their confent to the 
marriage. George Buchanan writes that the 
'EaxI of Murray, perceiving that there would 
be no freedom of voting at that meeting, 
chofe rather to be abfent, than to give an o« 
pinion which perhaps might prove fatal ta 
himfelf, and unprofitable to the publick. And 
that Andrew Stewart Lord Ochiltree alone 

dof 

I C9tt. Libr. Cal. B. 10. foL 229* 

« 
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€eclared bpeftly> that h^ Mroiild aeter ^t» 
liis tonfent to the taki&g a King of thft 
popifh i)arty. But the fvivy icouncil hock 
k Hiews that Murray was aftwaHy prefent, and 
X)cbiltree was T>or present that day. 

The pariiatneftt v^^as appoiftted to iheet at 
^Edinburgh, upoU the xx. day ofjuly, and a 
tonventioti to be hoMert at Perth ^ upon li^ 
loth diay of ^>h?, fot ptepatii^ matters to b6 
^tfanfafted ih that- ]>arliaintot. Bat the rfteiet- 
ing of the pariiameiit waft ptorbgxieid id rbt 
jBrft of Septmbef ; ztiii k did not hold fet alJ> 
VecJanfe thattert did ifooh take^a new turn. Fot 
the Earis 6f iMi^y-r^y, ^^j'fe and others enr- 
tered into • ^ toAfpitacy tn the lowia ef 
^ertby t6 flay the Loird Dafmly^ together 
teith his faither, and *v^rt others who werfc 
about the Queen at that ^4me, and to havt 
Jhut hcrfelf up prifoiieir ife JLcU:hk*oin all Ae 
4^ys of her life, ai^ Mufr^y to take &^gd* 
Vernftient up6n hJmfeif. 

Thefe grand projeflJs tVerc to have beea 
put in execution tipon Sunday ihe^rit of ^1;^^ 
iy. The Qu6en being iX-Perfh had promifed 
to the Lord SjMngfkn to ^and Godmother 
to hfe child, Mio w^ t6 be baj)t42ed that day 
ftt his houfe oiCahndar: l&ut the diiy before, 
flie was adverdfed thait the^^e were amibulhei 
hid in the way for intercepting her; for 
which purpofc M^^^^y was ftationed at 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



£.atilt'i)i^, jirgyle at Cajile-Cttrnphell, and^ 
xheVvkt <X C^hdJielheratUt rft Kihrieil Thte 
<2M^en thteirefaf-e citrfed the Estfl o^ jit hoi 
fthd'theLoi^d Bitthn^ehy id afltmbfe fuddenl/ 
abe^t thi^ee hundred lnetf> to accompany her^ 
saSd' taking her jotif ney a!t fivi o^'clbtk iii 
thd itiorniDg, Ihe fodfe fiill* fpced to thef 
• ^ie'nsferfy^ ahd thus fruftrated then* defigri* 
St that timci whkh ne^ettheldfs they eonfi* 
ftued to purfue iti ahother m^nhefi 

Tf'his Cdnfpiraey is no^ dnbidiis matttf ; if 
fe acknowledged axid atteft^d by mofi! of thd 
fiobility aiid clei-gy o£ Scotland^ iknd among 
fhen}> by thtee, wh6 wet-^ekher 6f the 6um- 
htt of the prMiary cottfpiratotS, or jbin6d 
•tvith them> t6 ivk, th6 Earl ofjir^yU him* 
fdf, thiefeafl cX Rothes, and Lord ^^j^i, as 
has^be^n faid dready *j they add, that many 
'^o were in cbunfel with Murray, and 
drlwh in igiiorantly^ could rhen teftify it ^ j 
but to pretend ignorance as an exiCufe fotf 
themfelvei in art affair of this nature, is a very 
latne apology ; yet v^as it impolfible to at 
ledge a better. 

• The Engtijh refident S^dnJotph, wild aAed 
in ddnCert with the ConfjJiirators,\^ rites upott 
the fourth day of July, 'that the Duke and 
[ the Earls of i/rfrf^fe and Mtirriiy h^id made 
g g a band 

• AWve,^ 6#. I ^ppafd. p. 358; SJjt 
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' a band to defend each other, and to affift 

* each other in lawful caufe§.' Such bands 
are feldom made but for unlawful caufes ; 
and that it was not otherwifc in this cafe, Ran- 
dolph knew' wcll> although perhaps he did. 
not, at that time, know the whole articles of 
their band \ for he had acquainted Cecil, up- 
on the fecoqd oijuly *, of a conference th^t 
be had with Murray fbme time before, by 
which it is plain, that they had engaged to 
rife in open rebellion, * With my Lord of 

* Murray, fays he, 1 have lately fpoken. He 

* is grieved to fee thefe. extreme follies in his 

* Sovereign ! He lamenteth the ftate of this 

* country, that tendcth to utter ruin I He 

* feareth that the nobility Ihall be forced to 

* aflemble themfelves together, to do her ho- 
' nour and reverence, as they are in duty 
' bound, but at the fame time, to provide 
' for the Hate, that it do not utterly pe* 

* rilh ; the whole country being now broken, 
' and every man living in fuch difcontent- 
' ment, as they do. The Duke, the Earl of 
' ^rgyle and he concur in this device : Ma- 

* ny others are like to join them in the fame. 

* What will enfue let wife men judge : I can 

* think but little good to thofe that are the 

* chief occafion of thefe great alterations that 
^^ . • lately 

« Cotton, libr..C«L B. xo. fol« 2$^ 
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* lately are ccwrie amongft us, &c? To- 
wards the End af this lame letter, he tells 
that he was aslcied the queftion, ' Whether 
' the Englifl^ would receive Lenox zniT^arn- 

* ly, if they Ihould be delivered to them at 

* Berwick ? And that his anfwer was, That 
' they neither could nor would refufe their 

* own in what fort foever they came to them.* 
Which was but coldly anfwered. It would 
Teem that RandolfFz choice was to have 
them delivered dead, rather than alive ; for 
he knew that their death, at leaft the young 
man's, was prcjefted a month before this; 
for upon the third of June he eiprefles him- 
ffelf in thefe words » : ' David now worketh 

* all, and is the only governor to the King, 
' The hatred towards the King and his family 
'is very great; his pride in words intole- 

rablct .People have fmall joy in this their 

* new matter, and find nothing but that God, 
' mutt find him a Ihort end, or them a mi- 

* (erable life. The dangers of thefe he nov?- 

* hateth are great s But they find fome fup^ 
^ port, that what he mtendeth la others, may 

< light upon himfelf. * . 

g g a Ift 



> Ibid. p. 199. I find (bme variations betwixt this 
copy, and one pablifhed by 6p. Keith^ hift. p. 28^. I 
cannot affirm for a certainty which of them is moft cov* 
f ea ; but I have given Quae precife^ u I got it, asj^ hq 
doubtj be did alio. 
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In another of ht$ leuers be bformed CeaF, 
Q. Eli^sabetVs fecrctary, djat thcfe confeder 
rates had appointed divers of their ni^mbfer to 
fet upon tDar^/y after his Buirriagp^ who were 
either to ]^U1 him> or di^ themfelves ; and that 
if Q. Ij^l^abetb >irould afHft them, they mad« 
jxo doubt but that t]iey ihoyld be able ):q 
chafe fheir own Spyereigp <Qt2e(sp injto ^Tig% 
land. Bp« Keith hath already- publi|hed an 
abfirad of this letter, and there is another 
^bftrad: of it |n the Coctonian librar]^ «^ \^ 
fhefe words, as . it wa^ trat^finitted Fo mef 
. ^ September 3. The Lords were forpedfroo^ 
^ Edinburgb.^ From HqmiltQn^ they are gon? 
^ to ^ruffilqnrig^ whofe Lor4 takefh part 
^ with them : Froin thence either to J^runr 
^ fries or Qqrlifte. The Q}i^ep fufpe^s JVf^fi? 
^ /^A ; yet hath he pp^ yri^ to leave hen She 
^ weareth a pifiol cb^rged> when in the^eU; 

* and of 9U her frPPps^ her husband only 
^ has g}lt ^rnioifrf Pivers of this other fidft 
^ are ^jppoinied to fet upon fhe Queep^s hus- 
^ band> an4 e^h^r Ij^ill him, or die themfelvjss. 

♦ Thpy ff?p^ft reli<?f of mofp I^Qtiey from 
' England : Much proi^Jf^d, t^yt l}t||e r«- 
^ jceived as yet. If hef Majefty will now hdp 
^ them, they doubt not but one country will 
f ^:eceiye t^ptji the (Jiief qs,* 

' |(taHg. B. JO. fol.53> 
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Tlwas it IS as clear as needs be, thft tbe^ 
murder of the King, the imprifoning tl^e^ 
Queen in LochJroin, the cbgCng her inco^ 
England, and Murray^ % takipg the goyerAr 
ment upn hiro, were matters all devifed, a? 
greed oo> and communicated lo the Englijk 
Queen and her miniftcrs, abx>ut pighpe^r^ 
months or upwards, before any of them ip^k 
effeft; And they failed not. at taftca^ccomr 
plifti every article of them. 
, Richard Bannatyne, one who had been a- 
jnapuenfis lo John Knox, apd was appoinje4 
by fhe General AfTemWy of rhe jkirii, iij 
Marck 1573, to draw up in order the pa- 
pers and fcTpll^ that Knopf had left be^^d 
him, fpr the continuation of his hiftbry, nar- 
rate?, in that continuation, a ftory about 
Knosf'^^ having joined in the band, or govenanr, 
jhat was entered jnto for murdering Tiarnly^ 
f Mr, Rjab^rt JtfatnUton, fays he, mini^iter of 
^ $f. Andrews, had fpread abroad, land tpld 
/ to fundries, that Mr. Knqx was as great a 
^murderer ^s apy Hamihi^n in Sea fkndt.'£ 
^ all things w^x^ well tried J find therefore 
^ Ihould Qpt cry out fo f^ft ag^ifift mvrd^rr 
^ ers: For^. f^idMr. Robert ^^ he had fubfcrib- 
^ ed to the death or flaugUterof thjB.Queen'« 
^ husband, the Lord !Dtfr/?/K,with my Lord of 
^ Murfay ,; which Ihould have been done in 
/ §t. Jobnfion. Tbefe words Mn James Ha^ 
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* tnilt'on dechrcd tome,being Mr. Knox^%{^x» 
^ vant ; and alFo faid> that the faid Mr. Sj)- 
^ bert had diver? times fpokea the fame unto 

* him, and to one called Mr. John Carnegie, 
' another Regent at that time in the new 
^ College of St. Andrews^ Which words, 
^ when I heard, I fajd, I could not of any 

* honour conceal the fame, but would avow 
^ him tp be the fpeaker thereof to me ; and 
^ willed^him not to go back therewith/ 

' After th^t J had declared the words to 
^ my mafter, he wrote to Mr. Robert in th1§ 
< manner, being evil at egf^ fpr the time, 

There /> nothing fo fecret . but it Jball be re- 
vealed. 

' Because the inability of my body Is fach, 
^ I may not do the thing which otherwife I 

* gladly would, I write unto you, not without 

* pain, thefe few words, defiring to be refold 

* ved, whether that ye have afBrmed to one 
' or moe, that ye have fcen my fubfcription: 

* and confent to the murder of Lord Darnly. 
' Of your own confcience and knowledge ye 

* yourfelf can beft teftify, I crave your 
f anfwer affirmativi or hegativh 

Subfcribed jHOjiE. Knox. 

t Which 
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* "Which I delivered the xv. o£ November, 

* in anno 157 1, and require^ his anfwer. But 
' his ihifting words, fpoken to me, might 

. ' have made any man AifEciently believe/ 

* that he had fpoken the fame. But af- 

* ter long talk, he willed me to give this an-* 

* fwer. That he needed not to have written 

* unto him ; for if he would have fent the 

* the leaft boy to his houfe, he Ihould have 

* come to him, to fatisfy him : which word* 

* I reported again. 

* Thereafter my mafter Ihewed the matter 
' to the Reftor Mr. John 'Douglas, now made 
' bilhop, and to Mr. John Rittberford, de0r- 
' ing them to fpeak to Mr. Robert to fatisfy 

* this flander, or clfe to abide by it, or if be 

* would not, that .he would complain to the 
*kirk. Thereafter came faid Mx. Robert, 

* and talked with my maftier. What it was, I 
' know not ; but when I came in upon them, 

* my matter willed me to Ihew him that I 
'.told him it J which I confefled, and ihewed 

* who fpake the fame to me : Which when I 
' heard, I faid, I could not, neither of hone-' 
' fty, nor honour, conceal the fame ; adding 

* further, that if I knew my mafter to be fuch 
*» man, I would not ferv? him for all the 

* gear in St. .Andrews. 

* Then the trial of the matter was referred 
' to me ^chard JBannantjne, by command of 

mj 
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Mfty fliaftcr ; ii^treof I thought Mr. 3^ 
*" tert bad little will, of none at all'. After 
^fidding cfptfinBtty, I confronted the feid 
^.Mr.ya?ffes arid Mir. Roiert together * ** ^ 
^]i;Phi<th he dtrA^d : BuK the other affirmed id 

* bisifa^e to bi mofli true^ that he had fo 

* ffk^ken, not orily unto hiihy but rifo untc 
^ Mr-, ^airr Carneghf M bring Mr. JC/iax m 
*' hatred aftd- dififiikiv Mn iC(j^^r/ faid he flioulif 
' c^tife the 6tb^r repent his fpeakmg^ and 

* that he Ihould have him before the kirW 
*^to make thVametiddr Theft I faid, if ye h6 
^. hmacenti and have Aot ipcSken it^ ye wSildof 
^ ib : btn if that be not doiie^ it may eafiiy bef 
^ftnownr that ye have ^oken the fefi^e^ 3ut 
*' thdPe- was n& mote tf n, c^eepVmg that hd 
' laid he flaoirld catffe Mi^^ yarned repent it j 
'.which he and the f^ of the Hamili^sdii 
^ what they Could^^ ttU a^ kngttf h^ was toitt- 

* pcllbd to leave fh^ College. Oite^S mocfc 
*^ ed him, caUiag Mm- Km»t^s iiri, 'vl^ith fueU 
^oAer tiaunt^. God granc thdrtl' fepefttifij} 
^ihearts^ to acknwdfedgd thei^ defpite whicH 
' they have againft thit • poor man> bc^attft 

* h^ had a- favour to Mt\ Knax.^ 

Froni this fimple narrative, it is- to tw bfc 
fetfved,. that alt ho* iri oiir dlay^, this horrid 
confpiracy, which was formed while thd 
<Qiiecn was at Perth, is little known, it has 
ftedci^ prettywefl fcnoWn- formerly. None of 

the 
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the parties concerned m this rencounter, do 
either deny, or call in queftion that there was 
fiich a conlpiracy at that time, into which tlie 
Earl of Murray and his aflbciate§ entered, 
and that by fubfcription too : On the con« 
trary, they all taUc of it, as a known un- 
controverted matter of faft. And Knox*% 
waving all profecution, and hufhing up the 
bufinefs, by referring the care and enquiry a- 
boutit to this filly fellow his fervant, is more 
than a tacit acknowledgment that he was oa 
that plot, and a fubfcriben It was not to be 
expefted that Knox would willingly incur the 
pains ofhigh treafbn, by acknowledging a thing 
of this nature. No ! even Hamilton durft not 
avow publickly that he faw the deed, with 
the fubfcriptions, for to have feen it, and con- 
cealed it, was treafbn too : But no man who 
is tolerably acquainted with Knox^s temper^ 
writings and a^ons, will believe that he' 
would have dropt the matter fo^ had he been 
ionoceht. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Bebavhtfr of tbf Conjpirat^t 
upon their T^ijappomtnmt 4t tfn 
Kirk ofbzith. 

THE Qu^en and Lord ^srnly having 
cfcaped the ambufcadf which wai laid 
fof them at the kirlf oF Baitb *, upon the 
firft Day of July, and the plot taken air ; 
the confpirators, to put fome &ce upoii th& 
noatter* began to turn the cannon, and to 
proclaim that T>arnly, in the back gallery ol 
the Queen's lodging in Pent, had devifed ta 
murder Mtdrray: And this was confidently 
afHrmed by the Earl of uirgyle, and by Afur* 
ray himfelf. Had it even ^en fo, little 
would it have juitified them, who had entred 
into a cpmbination agatnft him and the Queen 
too, near three months before he came to 
Pertb K But as it was moft falfe, and very 
flanderous upon IDarnfy, and even prejudici- 
al to the Queen herfelf ; Mr, yoirt Hay her 
Majefty's mafterof requefts, and Mr. Robert 
Cricbton her advocate, were fent by the pri- 
vy council to thefe two Earls, upon the xvii. 

day 

• Append, p. 3^8. Bp. Keith's bid. p, ayi. 
^ Letter from Randolph^ Hid. p. 272. 
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"^^y^^J^iyt ' to command and charge theiti^ 
^ in the Queen's name, u[k>n their allegiance^ 
' and as they would declare themfelves^faith- 
^ ful fubjeds and noblemen, to declare, plain* 
^ ly^and uprightly, the words and bruit made 

* to them of faid alledged confptracy ; thd 
' form and manner of it, and the nan(ie of 

* the reporter : And that they fliould put 
,' their declaration in writing, and fubferibe it 
' with their hands, and (end it by the lAaftet 
^ of requefts and advocate to her Majefty: 
' Certifying themi that if they fhould delay, 

* or in any way conceal the fimple truth of 

* the matter, to the effeft that It might 
^ be brought to a clear trial, that her Maje- 

* fty would think no otherways of them, but 
^ that they themfelves had feigned and in* 

* vented that bruit and tale, Out of their owfi ' 

* h^ads.' 

But this could not be done. Murray afErm« 
•cd> * that he was content to come to her Ma- 

* jefty for declaration of the truth of the report 

* made to him, as to the alledged confpiracy 
^ of his flaughter in S/. Johnfton^ provided he 
^ might ht alTured of his life :' Than which 
there could be no greater juggling or triflings 
For, if he had any fufpicion that his life was in 
danger if he fl;iduld come to the Qiacen^ why 
fhould' he offer to come ? He had only been 
required to fend a true account of the report 

h h a , «C 
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of the device to murder him, khe form afid 
manner of it, and the reporter's name ; in 
which furely there could be no kind of dan- 
gen And who can doubt but that he would 
have done this, if be could, or if there ]}ad 
been the leaft grain of truth in the ftory ? 
However, to cut off this pretence alfo, the 
Queen and council, with a great convention 
of the nobility, upon the xix. day ofyuly, 
fent him a very ample ' aflTurance for his life, 
f and that he ihould be free from all bodily 
^ harm : That neither he, nor any of his 

* company fhould be molefted, or in any fort 

* grieved, or troubled, m bodies or goods, 

* in their coming and repairing towards 
f her Majefty, remaining or departing, 
' and while he and they fliould be returned 

* ^ to the fame place from whence they cam^ 
' in full liberty, at their pleafure »/ Along 
with this afTiirance the Queen fent a charge 
ly an officer of arms, that he Ihould make 
his appearance before her within three days 
»fter he fliould receive it. 

But this condcfcenfion availed nothing: 
Murray had nothing to fay for himfelf : But he 
caufed the Lord Erskine and Sir John Maxwell 
to acquaint the Queen, ' how ardent his defire 
^ was to declare the due obedience which h^ 

• owed 

. » Aa« of pHvy coandl, which may 1)'e fccn printed ta 
m appendU tp Bp. JS^th'» 1^. p. xo6— 1x9. 
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^ owed to her M«jefty ; and for difcharging 
< of himfelf offuch bruites as had been re- 
^ ported by him, with regard to the alledgcd 
' conrpiracy of his flaughter 1* Upon this a 
new afliirance was fent to him, upon the 28th 
day of July, the day before her marriage 
with Darnly^ which ferved to no manner of 
purpofe; for Murray^ plot was only to 
4rive away time, till he and his aflbciates 
ihould be in readinefs to appear in arms a- 
gainft the Queen and her husband. They 
had already made application to Queen JE//- 
zabetb for money, to enable them to carry on 
their rebellion* On the fourth day of July, 
immediately after difappointment in their 
plot for flaying T>arnly and feizing the Queen, 
they had made Randolph write to Cecily * that 
^ left they fliould^feem to defire any fuch fum/ 
^ as the greatnefs thereof fliould feem a burden 

* to her Majefty, and that way difcourage h^r 
^ altogether from doing any thing at all ; they 

* thought, that if her majefty would beftovr 
' only three thoufand pounds SterHng,hr that 
f year, (except fome force were brought in 
^ againft them) that they fliould be able very 

« ^ well to bring this realm in reft and quiet* 
^ nefs ; and the money to be beftowed as they 

* would flftfwer to God^ as fliould be moft 
^ apparent to the well of both- the countries, 
{ andftirtheFance of^hefe two principal ezvtj 
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' Tea f religion and amity with Enghni^ ki 

* the defence of wliich they promife, and 

* HAV£ fiWORH, to adventure their bodies, 
^ and fpend their goods, to the uttefmoft of 

* their powers.' 

Q. Elizabiib animated them ^ by a letter 
the lothof that month, ' that lb long as they 
' intended nothing but the maintenance of 
^ true religion, to the honour of God, and 
' confeqaently uphold their Sovereign'^ eftate, 
^ and did alfo nourifh the amity beween 

* the two realms, ihe ihould allow tbem^ 
' and fo efteem of them, as in all juft and ho- 
< nourable Caufes they fhould find her to re- 

* gard their ftate and continuance.—*— Dfr 
firing Randolph to affure them, " that they 
*' doing their duty, if by malice, or pradice, 

/^ they fliould be forced to any inconveniency, 
«' they (houM not find lack m her^ to regnri 
*' them in their truth! 

Encouraged by thefe hints and promifes^ 
and having received money from. EngUni, 
the rebels, who had hitherto lurked in fmaU 
parties, in different places, began to aflemble 
themfelves together, and then broke out ia 
open and avowed rebellion. The Queea 
«-aifed forces alfo ; the Earl of B^thwell flit 
called home, and the Lord Gordon flie re- 
^Ueved out of pri(bn, upon furetiea giveni \k 
wder to be reftor'd p bi6 father's eftatt, M 
; ^ that 
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^at file might have the affiftance of thefe two 
againft her mofli ungrateful and truly unna- 
tural rebels and traitors. She marched out 
herfelf at the head of her army^ about th^ 
a 6th day of jiuguft^ to purfue them. Wheni 
Ihe was come to St. Andrews, there came to 
her hands a very imperious letter from thefe 
rebels, of which no better account is to be 
had than from the proclamation made in the 
King and Queen's name, upon their recjeiving 
it: viz. * That as in this uproar lately raifed u{j 

* agalnft us, by certain of our rebels and their 

* ailifters, the authors thereof, to feel the eyes 
•of thefimple people, have given them toun- 

* derftand, that the quarrel which they had in 

< hand was only religion, thinking with that 

* cloke, to cover their other ungodly defigns J 
' and (b, under pretence of that plaufible ar-: 

* gument, to draw after them a large tail of 

* ignorant perfons, eafily to be feduced :t 

* Now, for prefervation of our good fubjefts,' 

* whofe cafe were to be pitied, if they blind* 
^ ly Ihould be fufTered ^o be entrapped in Gx 

* dangerous a fnare, it hath plcafed thegoodnefsf 

* of God, by the utterance of their own mouths^ 

* and writings to us, to difcover the poifbn' 

* that before lay hid in their hearts ; albeit to 
^ all perfons of clear judgment, the fame was 

< evident enough before. For what other 
f thing might move the principal raifers of 

this' 
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this tumult, to put themfelves in armsi^ 
gainftus, fo unnaturally, upon whomi&ire 
bad beftowed fo many benefits, but that the 
great honour we did unto them, they be- 
ing thereof moft unworthy, made thena to 
misknow themfelves ? And that their infati- 
able ambition could not be fatisfied with 
heaping riches upon riches, and honour up- 
on honour, unlefs they might receive in 
their hands us, and our whole realm, to be 
led, ufed, and difpofed, at their pleafure I 
But this could not the multitude have per- 
ceived, if God, for difclofing of their hypo- 
crify, had not compelled them to utter 
their unreafonable defire to govern. For 
now, by letters fent from themfelves to us, 
they make plain profeffion, "That the ejia- 
bUJhing religion will not content them ; but 
we miift perforce be governed by fucb toun^ 
cil as Jhall fleafe them to appoint unto us: 
A thing fo far beyond all meafure, that we 
think the only mention of fo unreafonable 
a demand, is fufficient to make their near- 
eft kinsfolk their moft mortal enemies, and 
all men to run on them, without further 
rfcruple, that are zealous to have their na^ 
tive country to remain ftill in the ftate of a 
kingdom, 

. * For what elfe IS this, but to diflblve the 
* whole policy, aod, in a Dianner/to invert 

Mho 
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•"ttie very order of nature? to make the, 
' Prince obey, and the fubjefts to command !. 

* the like was never demanded of any of ouf, 

* moft noble progenitors heretofore.: Yqa^ 
' iiot of Governors not- Regents, but thd 

* Frinces,6r fucH as otcupied their place, evef 

* choofe their council of fuch as they thought v 
'*moft fit for the purpdfe, 

' When we our felves wefe ofleiS. age, and 
*. at our firll arrival in our realm, we had 

* free choice, of our council, at ourpleafure t 
' And now,' when we are at. our full majori- 
*,ty, fhaUwe^ brought back to the ftate of pu-». 
*'pils and minora? or be put under, tutei, 
*.lage? 

^ So. long as. Tome of* them We the wiiold. 

* fwing with us themfelves, this matter 
' was never called in q'ueftion : But now^ 
''when they cannot be longer permitted tq 
'^ do, and. undo, all* things at their appetite^ 

* they will put a bridle in our mouths^ andL 
''give. us a council chofen after their fan^ 
''tafy. 

'This is the quarrel of RELIGIOK^ 
^which they made you believe they had v\ 
' hand ! This is the qitarrel fir which they 
t * would have you to hazard your lives> lands, 
' and goods, in company of certain rebels, 
) againftyo^r matural princes ! To fpeajc' it 
f in good language, they^-would be KINGS 
i i * tbfm*' 
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* tbemfelves ; or at the leaft, leaving to us tlie, 

* bare name and title, take to themfelves the 
^ whole ufe and adminiftration of the king- 
^ dom* , 

* We have thought good to make publU 
•* Cation hereof unto you, to the end ye fut^ 
^ fer not yourfelves to be deceived, under, 

* pretence of religion, to follbw them, who^^ 
*. preferring their particular advancement to 
'. the publick tranquillity, and having no care 
^ of you, in relpeft of themfelves, would, it 
' ye will hearken to their voice, draw you aC-, 

* ter them, to your utter deftruftion, Aflur- 
' ing you, that, as ypu have heretofore had^ 
' good experience of our clemency, and un-, 
' den our wings, enjoyed in peace the poflef 
' fion of your own goods, and lived at liberty, 
.' of your confcience ; fo may ye be in full af 
^ furance of the like hereafter, and have us, 

* always your good and loving Princes, fo 

* many as fliall contain yourfelves in due o-, 
^ bedience, and do the office of fiithful and. 
' natural fubjefts. Given under our fignet, 
' iind fubfcribed with our hands, atjS/^^/r- 
' drews the third » day of September, and* 

* of our reign the firft and xxiii. years. 

After 

- • It is fo written in the conncil book ; but it woofd 
ieetn that it ought to have been of the fiunc date witb tbf 
/2r4f/-»«/; w^. the xii. of Septcmbar* 
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- After this the Queen returned by T)undee, 
taking fureties and bands fronri divers perfons 
for keeping the peace ; and being informed 
that the rebels had come to Edinburgh^ fhe 
came thither alfo ; but they had been forced 
from that city long before hfer coming, and 
had gone to Lanark and Hamilton, and after 
that ioT)umfries, to which place ftie purfued 
them^ and chafed them into England^ about 
Ae 8th day oW^ober. 



CHAP. VIII. 

By what means the Earl of Murray 
. got Footing again in Scotland. 

AFter Murray and his aflbciates were dri- 
ven out and baniflied, perceiving that 
they had not fufficient ftrength to cope with 
the Queen, they had recourfe to ftrata?- 
gem I And they and their favourers unhappi- 
ly fell upon a method to difturb all her af^ 
fairs, by means of one of whom it was not to 
have been expefited, even by the weakneft 
and raihnefs of her own husband. 

The Queen had already done him all the 

honours that lay in her power. She reftored 

t4s father ia hb Earldom^ and had created 

\i z blmfell 
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himfelf Earl of iC^ and Duke of ^bamy f 
Yea, by the coafent of a convention oftho 
three eilates, ihe had married him , and givmi 
him the title of King, ordaining, ' That all 
^ letters to be .dire6led after the niarriage, and 
^ during tbe cpntinjuance ihereof, Ihould be 
^ in his :name and her najne, ' ^% Sang and 
< Queen <rf" ScotlAnd conjiitifily* AH h<*^ 
^ nour, fays Randolph s that may be attri<* 
f buted unto any m^n by ^ wife, he hath 

* it wholly and fully. All praife that 

* may be 'fpoken of him, he laketh not 
^from herfeif. All clignitiejj that Ihe can 
^ endow hjm with, are already given and 

* granted. No man pleafeth her that ccnir 

* tenteth not him. And what may Ij fay 
^ more ? She hath given rrver unto him her 
^ whole will, to be ruled and guided as him- 
^ felf beft liketh. She can as much prevail 
^ with him in any thing f hat is againfl his 
f will, ^% your Lordihip may with me, to 
^ perfuade that I ihould hang my felf. This 
^ laft dignity^ m\l of hand, to have hiro-proi- 

* claimed king, /be would have had deferred 
^ uwtil it were agreed by parliament, or till 
f he himfelf had been twenty one years of 
« age, that things done in his name might 
4 bav^ the better authority. He would in no 

^eafii 

• Letter from 1lan<!o!p1i to Lclceftcr; 31ft July If <|t 
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' cafe have it deferred one day i and cither ^ 
' now or never.' 

. This, by the bye, fhew$ how uncauoooa 
the forgers of the pretended letters to Both* 
ivell have been^ for in th«m this King He^f 
is reprefented as the moft bumble and<x>aif* 
plai&nt husband to his Queen that ever was 
in the world », It ought to hav^e been ^o 
indeed : But the direA contrary is certain^ 
not only from this letter, but from many o» , 
ther documents, fomc of which flxall appear 
immecliately. 

Th^ Earl o{ Murray, and all his accompli 

ces in the rebellbn, being driven out of the 

kingdom, and raoft juftly declared fugitives, 

ihe young King thought there could be no 

further danger ; and that there remained no* 

thing now to be done, but that he Ihould 

aggrandize himfelf as much as pofTibly could 

be done ; and therefore wanted to get the ma^p 

trimonial crown, that is, to be crowned as king 

during the marriage, without delay. This was a 

thing that could not be done regularly, oreffe* 

iQ:ualiy without confent of parliament, and on 

or bdbre the firft day of ^ecetmber, the parlia* , 

mem had been appointed to meet,uponthe4th 

day of J^^rw/iry next to come Mdx.xvi. ia 

which this matter was tp have been treated, and 

|he rebels, his lenemies^ who caufeleily fought 

, > Jjf.JKcith'» tift. p. 328, a^JJ, 
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liis life, were to have been forfeited ; and thii 
was a proper time. But that meeting of the 
parliament was prorogued till the^^thday 
l/f'^t^pptjfif ^friij^s IS moft ufualin fuch cafes; for it 
18 well known that parliaments feldom aflemble 
upon the day firft appointed ; but fometimes 
after two or three confecutive prorogations. 
This delay however raifed the young King's 
tholer to « very high degree. There were 
•t court, 'tmd on the privy council, fome 
traitors, who were in the intereft of the ba^ 
jiilhed rebels, and at the devotion of the 
Queen of England and her court ; more par- 
ticularly ^ames Roughs Earl of Morton, and 
Patrick Lord Ruthven. Of the fame number 
were Patrick Lord Lindfay, a forward in^ 
eonfiderate man, and divers others of left 
note. Thefe men, efpeclally the two firft 
named, perceiving the King to (lomacK this 
cti&ppointment, began to lament his bad u- 
fage. What pity it was that fuch a graceful 
hopeful prince, fliould be thus thwarted 
in his juft deOgnsl And fuch a husband 
to be in a kind of fubjefiion and dependency 
tipon his wife, was againft the order of nature; 
for fhe in all things ought to be fubfervient 
and obedient to her husband's will and incli* 
nation. This could be owing to nothing but 
the finifter advices of her new evil counfellors ; 
fuch as th& £,arls of Huntljp potbwell and 
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Aibole, with the Lotds Fleming and Living' , 
fiprtf Sir James Balfour^ znd David JRJzio her 
lecretary for her af&irs in France. Unleft, 
ihefe people be taken out of the way, there 
were fmall hopes that he would foon attain 
to that which he fb much ciefired and defer- 
ved. But had he keen fb fortunate as to have 
had the Earls o£ Murray^ Argile, and Rothes r 
on the council, a man of his defert had not. 
been fo flightingly fet by or put off. Thefe 
w^re the men who had the welfare of their 
liative country at heart ! men truly religious 1 
fincere lovers of juftice and equity ! and who 
paid always due regard to virtue and true^ 
iherit ! But the reft ftudied nothing, but theit 
own preferment and private interefts, A very 
lamentable cafe ! But what remedy ? 

By thefe and the like falfe and treacherouf 
^flertions^ and in(inuations^ the King bdng 
blinded with ambition, was feduced. He be^ ^ 
gan to liften to their propofals, and even his \ 
Uther Lenox entered into their meafiires* 
Murray in a ftate of perfeft defperation, had ^ 
iifed'all the intereft that could be thought of ^ 
with every peribn that could be fuppofed to 
Jiave the leaft influence to prevent his for- 
feiture, from the EngUJh Queen Elizabeth, 
down to David Rizio, Queen Mary's fecre» 
tary for her foreign affairs ; but all in vain ; 
(ill IDarnly, whom of all men he mod hated, 

tool^ 
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t6oktip this frozen viper to Wafm it in hisr 
b'ofom, who, in all human probability, mull 
othervrife have periflied, or pine4' away id 
ihifery. By which means he procured him- 
filf to be murdered, his father tq be flain^ his 
mother to be poifoned », and his matchfefs 
Queen to be murdered : Qnly his fbn, then • 
unborn, narr6wly efcaped defttu^fion : But 
the influence of this IJngle aft extended 
irielf much further even, to the murder ojT 
his grandfon, and the dethroning and exil- 
ing his great grandchildren and pofterity*, 
The treafohable and wicked confederacy, or 
covenant, into wbiich they entered upon thia. 
-f^ccafidn^ was as follows ^ i ^ 

• Certain 

•^t^aSerbeihg reoonctkd to Qu^en*MART, and per- 
ceivina how (he had been gfofly impofed' iipon by the 
Englim coartin relation to Q. Mary's aiElionS) Hie was 
potibned by the Eafl of Leicefterj Q. Elizabeth's Minion. 

b Cotton. Libr. Cul. Bs.. 9. foL 298* & alibL This co- 
py i& more fall and complete than that in the fame 
library. ytf//w f. go. publilhcd by Bp. Keith, 'Append; 
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Certain ARTICLES to be fulfilled H 
James Earl <?/Murray, Archibald jE^r/ 
of Argyle> Andrew Earl of Rothes, Ro- 
bert i(?ri Boyd, Andrew Lord Ochil- 
tree, and their ^Accomplices, to the noble and 
fnighty Prince B.E]^KY King of Scot- 
land, Husband to our fovereign Lady* 
JVhich articles the faid ferfons do offer 
nvitb the great eft humility^ lowlinefs andfer- 
n)ice^ to the faid noble Prince : For whom tS 
God they fray I 

In primis. The faid Earls, Lord$, and 

their Accomplices fliall become, and, by the 

tenor hereof, do become true fubjefts, men^ 

and faithful fervants to the noble and mighty 

Prince Henry by the grace of God, King of 

Scotland, and husband to our fovereign Lady; 

that they, and all others v^ho will do fot 

ttiem, fliall take a leel part in truth with the 

faid Prince, in all his affairsy caufes and 

quarrels Against whomsoever it be^ 

to the mtermoft of their powers ; and fliall be 

friends to his fricndsy aind enemies to his 

enemies ; and neither fpare their livei, lands^ 

goods or pofleflions. 

n. Item, The faid Eafls, Lords, and their 

accomplices, fib^all, at the firft Parliament, or 

k 1^ cth« 
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other parliaments that fhall happen to he, 
after their returning within this realm, by 
themfelves, and others, that have voice in 
parliament, confent, and by thefe prcfents do 
confent, now as then, and then as now^to grant 
and give the crown matrimonial to the faid 
noble Prince, for all the days of his Jife* And 
if any perfon or perfons, do withftafid or gain- 
fay the fame, the faid Earls, Lords, and their 
ficcomplices, fhall take fuch part as the faid 
noble Prince takes, in what fort focver it be, 
for obtaining of the faid crown, againjl all 
and whofoever that live or die may ; as fliall 
bed pleafethe faid noble Prince. 

III. Item The faid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices, fhall fortify and maintain the faid 
noble Prince, in his jufl: title to the crown of 
Scotland y^isXvsx^ offucceflion of our fovereign 
Lady ; and fhall juflify and fet forward the 
fame at theij uttermoft power. And if any 
vianner of. perfon will . ufurp, or gainfay the 
faid jufl title, the faid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices, fhall maintain, defend, and fet 
forward the fame, as beft fhall pleafc the 
the faid noble Prince, without fear of life, or 
death : And fhall feek and purfue them that 
ufurp, as fhall pleafe the faid noble Prince 
to command ; to extirpate them out of the 
realm of Scotland, or take and slat 

THEM. 

^ IV. 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



of King Henry Darhly. 229 

IV. Item^ As to the religion which was efta- 
Wiihed by the Queen'? Majefty, our fove- 
reign Lady, fliortly after her arrival in this 
realm, whereupon afts and . proclamations 
were made, and now again granted by the 
faid noble Prince to the faid Earls, Lords, and 
their accomplices ; they and every one of 
them, jQiall maintain and fortify the fame, at 
their uttermoft power, and by the help, fup- 
port and maintenance of the (aid noble Prince. 
And if any perfon or perfons will gainfay the 
fame, or any part thereof, or begin to make 
any troubles, tumult or uproar for the fame, 
the faid Earls, Lords and their accomplices 
(hall take afald, true and plain part with the 
faid noble Prince, againfl the faid coaitemnerSt 
or ufurpers, at their uttermoft. 
V. hem, As they are become true fubjefts, 
men, and fervants to the faid noble Prince, fo 
Ihall they be leel and true to his Majefty j, as 
it bccometh true fubjefts tq, their own natural 
Prince ; and, as tru« and faithful fervants, 
ferve their good matter, with their bodies, 
goods,; lands and poffefllons; and fliall nei-v 
ther fpare life nor death in fetting forward 
51II things that may be to the advancement 
and honour of their noble Prince. 

VL Item, The faid Earls, Lords and their 

accomplices fliall labour at the Queen of 

Englani^% hands, for the relief of the faid 

k k ^ PriiiQe'* 
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Princess motKer and brother, by themlelvcs^ 
and fuch others as they may procure, to the 
uttermoft of their pow^r$, that they may be 
Relieved out of ward, to remain in Englani 
freely, or to repair into Scotland, as they 
Jhall think moft expedient, without let or 
impediment to herfelf, her fon, their fervant^ 
or moveables. 

VIL Item, The faid Earls, Lords, and 
their accomplices, fhall labour by themfelves, 
and others that will do for them, at the 
Queen of l^nglandh hands, that the faid 
poble Prince may have her kindnefs, good* 
will and affiftance in all his Majefty's honour- 
able andjuft caufes, againft whatfoever for 
feign prince who fhall naoleft or vex hinu 

Buchanan, Melvill and Sfotttfivood zte vc? 
ty full in praife oi Murray, for piety, mpde^ 
ration and other virtue$ ; But this paper 
fiiews his true charafter. No man who had 
Ithe Jeaft humanity about him, would have 
engaged to murder innocent people in cold 
blood, as he and his adbciates do here. 

In return for all thefe mighty promifes and 
]indertakings, the young King came under 
the following obligations \o thefe rebels ; 
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^ert^n ^RT'ICLESto h fulfilled hy 
fhsnohle and mighty Prince Henry King 
<^ Scotland, husband to our fovereign Lady, 
pf his Majefty'^s mere mercy, clemency and 
good-wfll, to James Earf c/ Murray, Ar« 
jCHiBALD Earl of Argyle, Alexander. 
Earl of G\enczivT\y Andrew £jr/ ^/Ro- 
thes, Robert LordBoyd^ Andrew Lord 
Stewart of, Ochiltree, and certain ethers 
remaining in Jingland. 

I. FIRST, The faid noble Prince 
fliall (do his good-will to obtain to them a re- 
fniflion, if they require the fame, for all faults, 
qv crimes, bypaft, of whatever quality or con- 
dition they be : And if that cannot be obtain* 
?d at the firft tin^e, he fliall perfevere in fuit- 
ing of the fame, until it be obtained ; and at 
fhe lafl:, fliall give them a free remiflion for 
4II crimes, fo foop as we are placed, by their 
help and fupply, to the crown matrimonial : ' 
And, ii> the mean timCi fliall flop and mak^ io^- 
pediment, fp much a$ lietb in us, that they 
be not called nor accufed for whatever 
crime : And prefently freely remit and for- 
give the aforefaid Earls, Lords and their ac- 
pomplices, all crimes committed againft us, 
pf wh^tfocyer quality or condition they 
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be ; and do bury ahd'put the fame in oblivi- 
on, as they had never been; and Ihall receive 
them, at their returning, thankfully, and 
with heartinefs, as others our true and faith- 
ful fubjefts, 

11. Item, We fliall not fuffer, by our good 
wills, the aforefaid Earls, Lords, and their 
accomplices to be called, or accufed in par- 
liament, nor fuffer any forfeiture to be led 
againft them, but fliall flop the fame, to our 

J uttermofl: power. And if any perlbn or per- 
fons pretend otherwife, we fliall neither con- 
fent to the holding of the parlianienr, nor 
yet fliall grant to their forfeiture willingly^ 
but fliall l^tt a thp fame to our uttermoft 
power, as faid is. 

III. Item, That the faid Earls, Lords, and 
their accomplices, returning within the realm 
oi Scotland, we fliall fuffer and permit them 
to ufe and enjoy all their lands, tacks, fteed- 
ings, benefices, that they, or any of them, 
had before their paffing into England. And 
if any manner of perfon do make impedi- 
ment in the peaceable enjoyment and brooks 
ing of the faid lands, fteedings, benefices, 
tacks, rooms and pofleffions, the fame being 
made known unto us, we fliall fortify and 
maintain them, to the uttermofl; of our 

powers, for the obtaining of the fame. 

IV. 

• /. ^. flop. 
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IV. Item, As to the faid Earls, Lords, 
and their accomplices religion, we are con- ' 
tent and confent that they ufc the fame, con* 
form to the Queen's Majefty's articles and 
proclamation made thereupon, Ihortly after 
her highnefs's return out of France. And if 
any perfon or perfons> pretend to make im- 
pediment thereto, or to trouble them for u- 
fing the iame, we fliall take part with thea- 
forefaid Earls, Lords, and their accomplices, at 
our uttermoft powers ; and after thieir return- 
ing, upon their good bearing and fervices to 
be done to the (aid noble Prince, Ihall, by 
their advice, confent to the eftablilhing of the 
religion now profefled ; and Ihall concur with 
them, if any perfon do withftand them. 

V. Item, We fliall fortify and maintain the 
faid Earls, Lords and their accomplices, as a 
natural Prince Ihould do to his true and o^ 
bedient fubjefts, and as a good matter fhould 
fortify and maifitainhis true and natural fer- 
vants, againft whomfover, in all their juft 
caufes and quarrels. 

Thus nndutifully did T^arnly ufurp to 
himfelf the whole power and authority, tak- 
ing upon Jiim to pardon thefe men, who had 
fo unreafonably broke out into a rebellion, 
and had confpired to murder himfelf: And not 
-only was he to pardon them, but he and 

they 
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they wcr6 to defend one another, againft all 
who would gainfay them, not excepting the 
Queen herfelf, as fhe complains in her let- 
ters fent to the Afchbifliop of Glafgow htr 
ambafladour in France ». 

But had not the Queen given (bme provo- 
cation to her husband in feveral fhapes, as by 
changing fhe order of their fubfcriptions j fo 
that although immediately upon his mar* 
riage, flie had appointed, that in all publick 
writings his name Ihould be before her own ; 
which had been done accordingly for fome 
time ; yet did not fhe afterwards inveft th6 
order, and put her own name firft ? Was not 
the fame order inverted upon the coined mo- 
ney alfo ? Did fhe not caufe make an iron 
cachet, or flamp, for the King's fubfcription, 
and give the keeping of it to IDaviJ BJzio f 
Do not our hiftorians narrate allthefe things? 
And hath not James Anderfon verified their 
aflertions, b}^ engraving the medal that watf 
ftruck on occaCon of Darnlf% marriage wSh 
the Queen b, on which his name hath place be- 
fore the Queen's name, but on all their other 
coins her name flands foremoft ? He faw alfo, 
in the ^arl of Pembroke^^ library, one copy df 
the afts of the parliaments o£ Scotland, publilh- 
cd in the year 1566, with a privilege from 

Henr^ 

» Bp. Keith's hift. p. 331. 
. Ii Piflom. & Isunuiio. Scotlas; lam. cbuv. xS< 
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Wenry and Mary^ King and Queen of ScoU 
land, for printing them ; and in another co- 
py is a privilege by her alone ; both of the 
fame date, viz. thefirft of June 1566. Up- 
on which he makes this flirewd obfervation », 
' That the edition of thefe afts was €niihed 

* the aSth day oi November thereafter, being , 

* about ten weeks before King Henryh mur- 

* der/ From which his co-operators do infer, • 
.that the Queen not only changed the order of 
placing their names and fubfcriptions, but en- 
tirely neglefted him, by throwing out his name 
altogether. All thefe things are told indeed 
by fome hiftorians, who are the more naugh- 
ty men for their pains, becaufe there is not 
one (Ingle article amongft the whole that is 
not either altogether falfe, or quite mifrepre- 
Tented. 

For . as to the placing the Queen's name 
before his in publick writings, the royal ar- 
chives do contain many hundreds of charters^ 
do'fittions, confirmations, &€. to be feen re- 
corded in the books of the great and privy 
feal, among which I never could find one that 
had the Queen's name before the King's. Nor 
was ever the form of their fubfcri'ptions alter- 
ed ; for by (everal original papers, to be 
feen in the fame place, and others in the up- 
1 1 per 

a General preface to his CQlleAioilS COACeriUPg Qpeeo 
M4&Y; p. is* and 1&» 
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per parliament-houfe, the exchequer, and 
elfewhere in private hands, it appears that 
the King's fubfcription w^s always uniformly 
on the right hand of the Queen's, from the 
day of his marriage to the day of his death * ; 
whether that is to fubfcribe firftor laft, let o- 
thers determine ; 'tis nothing at all to the 
prefent purpofe. I have divers letters in my 
hand juft now fo fubfcribed, of which one is 
an order to the captain, conftable, and keep- 
ers of the caftle of lD««^tfr, to fet the Lord 
Gordon at liberty, to pafs where it flbould 
pleafe him, dated at Edinburgh the third day 
ciAuguft 1565, beingthe fixth day after their 
marriage. Another of them is a precept di- 
refted to the Provoft of Edinburgh ^ in the 
end of March 1566, the very month in 
which the Qiieen had been made prifoner, 
and T>avid Rizio murdered in her prefence ; 
it is alfo fubfcribed by them both, in the very 
fame manner as the reft : And in this it is ob- 
fervablc that the fecretary, or clerk, who 
wrote it, had written over the top of it the 
word, Regina only, which is correfted, as 
it would feem by the Queen's own hand, and 
made Rex et regina. 

When Henry was not prefent, which was 
the cafe pretty often, certainly neither letters 

nor 

« See Bp, Keith's hift. p. 3i|. 
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nor charters could be fubfigned by him, nor 
was it reafbnable that all bufinefs ihould be at 
ailand, for his wilful unneceflary abfence. 
Ttie charters however went all in the names 
of -fi&/rry and Mary King and Queen of Scot* 
land: So alfo did many of themiflive letters ;^ . 
others of thefe that were of lefs moment, were 
fo contrived as that they ijiight be figned ei- 
ther by both, or by the Queen alonj, if her 
husband was not to be found ; and fome 
it behoved her to , fign alone, ahhough they 
had been written fo as to require both their 
fubfcriptions : Such a one is a licence to Sir 
Simon Prefton, and his vafl&ls, to flay at home 
from the company that paft with the Queen 
to Jedburgh in OSober 1556, becaufe he 
was Provoft of Edinburgh ; and therefore* 
was to attend upon that office. It is dated 
at Edinburgh the vis. day of Oifober^ thefe- 
cond and xxiiii years of their reigns, 1566; 
which fliews that it was defigned that both 
Ihould have fubfcribed, but the King had 
made an idle elopement, and the Queen fub- 
fcribed alone in this unufual form, marie R.fiat. 
This might do at home; But when letters 
were to be feht ,to Princes or dates abroad, 
they could not go in both their Majeftie's 
names, unlefs he could be got to fign them ; 
for that would have made a very mean ap- 
pearance : Hence it is that altho' moft foreign 
\ 1 2 letters 
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letters went in both their names; yet are there 
fome that bear only the Queen's name. And 
what of all this? Such letters as thefe are not 
the things meant in" the proclamation, but on* 
ly writings that paft the feals, proclamations or 
the like. She muft be a forry wife indeed, 
who may not writs a letter of congratufation, 
recommendation, or dven concerning other bu- 
Unefs, but muft fubmit that all matters ftiould 
be ftopt entirely thro' her husband's abfence. 
The truth is, there was no fear that ever he 
Ihould incur either danger or difparagement 
by the Queen's figning any papers without 
him ; how happy had it been for him that he 
had figned none without her! 

As to the ftamp which they fay was made 
to be ufed in his abfence, the Queen's fign- 
ing fo many papers alone, almoft proves that 
there was never any fuch thing : And had 
it been fo, it was no ftrange or vncommon 
matter. All I fliall fay further about it is," 
that although I have feen near a hundred of 
King Henry\ fubfcriptions manual, I never 
yet met with the mark of their iron ftamp. 

The privilege for printing the afts of par- 
liament, which is printed before the firft edi- 
tion of them, in the King and Queen's name, 
about which James Anderfon makes his 
Ipeech, hath been feen by many in Scotland^ 
.w^ho never went to Pembroke^ library for a 

fight 
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fight of. it, for other copies have it befides 
his Lordlhip's, and, I hope, are of equal au- 
thority. His obferyation that the edition wag 
finilhed only about ten weeks before the King 
was murdered, is true enough: But what 
would have been the inference, had it been 
finilhed only ten days before his murder, is 
not eafily to be comprehended. Is there 
not fome reafon to fufpefl: from his dealmg 
thus in dark infinuations, that he knew that 
this privilege flood recorded in the 34th 
book of the privy-feal regifter, in both the 
King and Queen's name ? How then was the 
Queen concerned, if fome copies, by the prin- 
ter's fault, came abroad in her name only ? 
We are confidently told indeed by other?, 
that the privilege was called in, and the 
King's name ftruck out of it. It were to be 
wiflied that, inftead of bare confident afler- 
tions, they would for once prove fomething 
material for their purpofe This error might 
have eafily happened in the printed book, by 
the compofitor's lazinefs, in taking up two 
or three lines of an old fummons or proclama- 
tion ; or it might have been done of defign, 
by the fraud of the Earl o{ Murray their he- 
ro, or fome of his aflbciates, . of whom not a 
few were in the commiflion for printing the 
afts, as appears by the commiflion itfelf; 
which is prefixed to them^ and is erroneoully 
' ' printed 
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printed after the very fame manner. May we 
not,yea, muft we not therefore rather conclude 
that thefe errors were committed in the print- 
, ing ? and that the privilege was amended af- 
terwards, becaufe it was not according to 
the original ? It is to be obferved, that in 
the printed copies which bear the Queen'a 
name alone, a great vacancy remained in the 
iecond page, and, according to the fafhion that 
obtained in thofe days, v/hen any fuch va» 
cancy happens, the printer has Ihortncd the 
laft lines both at beginning and end, fd as to 
make them form the appearance of what 
the carpenters call a dove tail inverted j and 
that fafliion is generally obferved through- 
out the book, where fuch vacancies happen; 
but in the copies that bear the King's name 
alfo, that form is not obferved, which is a 
ftronger prefumption that it was not dope at 
the fame time with the reft of the book, thau 
all that they have to fiiy to the contrary. 

AH the money coined for current ufe du- 
ring this marriage, and appointed by autho- 
rity to have courfe at a fixed and determinate 
value, as the publick money of thfe kingdom, 
doth bear the Queen's name before her hus- 
band's ; but upon the medal ftruck upon the 
marriage, which was not publick money, nor 
done by authority (for any man may ftrike a 
medal) the King's name is forembft : And 

^cven 
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even this is an indication that it had been the 
Queen^s intention to allow his name to pre- 
cede her own upon the coin alfo; but unlucki* 
ly the clerks who drew up the proclamations 
had only fpecified publick writings. When 
therefore upon the xxii, day of Hecember^ 
near five months after the marriage, the pri- 
vy council took into their confideration the 
budnefs of a new cobage, of which they 
were the only judges, excepting the parlia- ' 
ment, finding in their own record, that writ- 
ings only had been named and appointed to 
bear the Kipg's name in the firft place, they 
interpreted the aft ftriftly; and,becaufe there 
was nothing in it about the money, they en- 
a&ed that the Queen's name fhould (land 
foremoft upon it ; and in this their fingle ad^ 
about the coinage, they placed the Queen'a 
namefirft to avoid theappearance of incongru- 
ity that otherwife would have been betwixt the 
beginning and the middle of it >. That this 
was the very reafon, is evident from other two 
of their afts pad at that very meeting the 
fame day, the one before this about the coin- 
age, and the other after it ; the firft of which 
begins with thefe words, T^'he King ani 
Queen^s Majejiies. The other thus, HEN- 
MX ani MARIE, &c. In which terms all 

the 

♦ See it in Bp. Keith's hiiLsppencl. p. ixS* 

''' Digitized by Google 



v^2 Ifiqutry info the Murder 

the reft of their afts which are in their Sove- 
reigns name do begin, or elfe, which is to 
the fame purpofe. Our Sovereign Lord and 
Ladyy &p. and with regard to the coin, 'tis 
evident that they could not lawfully, or war- 
rantably, have done otherwife than they 
did. 

I am almoft afliamed to have beftowed 
fo much time and pains in difproving fuch fri- 
volous fidlions ; but I was in a manner con- 
ftrained to do it, becaufe I have found fojne 
people, who are reputed to be men of good 
fenfe and learning, to liften to thefe pitiful 
fenfelefs falflioods, and to be carried away by 
them to believe worfe things. But now when 
they fee that George Buchanan and John 
Knox had the ihamelefs alTurance to impofe 
upon their readers in matters of faft, of fuch a 
f ublick nature,where they can even at this 
day be confronted and confuted, by the' 
very deeds and monuments themfelves, they 
may confidcr how bold it muft be expefted 
thefe men will be in narrating falflioods of a 
•more private nature, where no documents of 
the contrary were to be found, .or ever could 
iiave exiftcd. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Of the JjfaffinatioH Tlot for Muf. 
ray V Reliefs ^nd the bar bar out 
murder of foor David Rizio. 

ALtbdugh the wicked contraft betwixt tlie 
King and the rebels had been mutually 
agreed to, and ended, yet no means could be 
found out by the parties,, either jointly or fe- 
parately, to fulfil their engagements ; for fo 
long as the Queen was at liberty^ flie would 
be too hard for them all. And if the parlia- 
ment fhould fit, which had been appointed to 
aflemble very fbon, Murray and all his aflb- 
ciates had inevitably been forfeited, except- 
ing the Duke of Chaftelherault, who eaCly 
obtained favour ; at which the King and hi« 
father took great offence, for they wanted to 
fee that family quite extirpated. But it was 
fiot agreeable to the praftice or maxims of 
the French or Scottijb government, to pro- 
ceed to extremities againft the Princes of the 
blood|fo as to bring them to the block: Altbo* 
that was a common praftice in England, and 
had happened once in Scotland under King 
James I. wbo had the unhappinefs of an 
Englijb education. 

m m The 
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The King, according to his engagements, 
refufed to attend the Queen at the parlia- 
ment ; but thslt Could ferve to little purpofe ; 
for the parliament would have proceeded 
well enough without him. Therefore a new 
plot is entred upon, with the Earl of Mbr- 
tofj^ Lords Ruthven and Litidfay, and a great 
many others, for making the Qiieen herfelf 
prrfoner, and for aflaflinating fuch of her 
council as they thought would oppofe their 
defigns, to wit, the Earls of Huntly, Both* 
"tvell, and jithol, the Lords Fleming and Li- 
vingftpn, Sir ^ames Balfour, David Rizh 
and others ; who were to be flain in the 
QLueen's own prefence, and before her eyes; 
and thus to prevent the meeting of the parlia- 
ment. 

If any man fhall declare his furprize, how 
perfons, fo low in power as, Morton, Ruth^ 
ven, $nd Lord Lindfay, fliould have dared 
to venture on fuch an arduous undertaking, 
at a time too, when many of the nobility 
and other great men. of the kingdom were 
met in Edinburgh to hold the parliament; 
he muft be informed, that ever fince the be- 
ginning of the reformation amongft us, 
there had . all along fubfifted a conftant 
general" confpiracy, for relieving any of 
the holy brethren that might happen to be 
in diftrefs^ or danger^ on all occafions, h 

cannot 
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cannot well fay right or wrong, for they 
were never to be found in the right. 

Knox gives us the copy of a band, which, 
at his own inftigation, wa5 drawn up for thi? 
purpofe, and fubfcribed at the town of jiir, 
the fourth day oi September 1562 ». He 
gives us a copy of a letter which he himfelf 
wrote for conveening the lieges, to refcue - 
two fiery zealots, called Patrick Cranjlon 
and. ^nirezo jirmflrong^ from juftice and 
due punilhment, for an outrage that was com- 
mitted in the Queen's own chapel ; for which 
he was carried before the Queen and coun- 
cil ; he himfelf gives us his own account of 
the procedure there againft him, and how he 
juftified himfelf, by telling them that fome of 
them had formerly allowed and approved of 
him for the like, or worfe, praftices, to wit, 
while they were carrying on their work of 
reformation ; and pleaded the word of God 
for his rule. At the next General Aflembly 
he laid the matter before the whole brethren, 
alledging ^ ' That he had received a charge 

• from the whole Aflembly at the beginning 

* of the reformation, to advertlfe the brc- 
' thren to conveen, whenever any member 
^ of the kirk fhould chance to be troubled/ 
However it fcems this was but a falfe al* 

m m a ^ legatioQ 

! Lib. 4. p. 3]^6• \ Aftsof AlTcmblyj MS< 
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legation, and that he had taken upon him to 
do fo of his own accord ; for none of them 
|-emembred any thing at>out giving him fuch 
direftiops; only fome faid that they hadhe^rd 
Knox defire tq be difcharged of that fervice ; 
whereupon the affembly gave him their autho- 
rity and order to continue to 4o the like in 
time comipg. Thus did the man thruft himfelf 
into the office of aflembling the Queen's lieges, 
to obftruft the execution of the laws when he 
Ihould think proper. In confequpnce of 
this, precifely at the time when the Earl of 
Murray and his aflbciates were to flay Darn- 
iy, and feize the Queen at Perth, or on her 
journey from that town fouthward, a great 
number of the Prpteftants in and about £r 
4inburgh, as a^ng by poneert with their bre^ 
thren on the north fide oi Forth, did aflemble 
at 5/f Leonardos craigs, near F^dinburgh, and, 
to put themfelves in readinefs for an infur- 
reftion, did choofe their captains, &c. 
The Queen being informed of this, both 
by word and writ, by falfe brethren, fays, 
Knox, fhe commanded the provoft and bail- 
Jies of Edinburgh to apprehend Alexander 
Outhrie, Alexander CleYk, Gibert Lauder, 
^nd Andrey^ Slater^ and to put them in pri- 
fon in the caftle. The reft of the brethren 
entered into a combination to refcue them 
ffpm ^IJ trial or punilbmept, * The day of 
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^ law, fays Randolph, againft the four burgef 

* fes, mea of this town, is like to hold, for 
' any thing that Ihe can be perfuaded to the 
' contrary. If fo be that they do cbmpear, 
' the Protisftants have bound themfelves to 

* affift them, with all the force that they are 
' able to make *. The day is upon ^I%urf 

* day next/ By thefe and the like means, 
there was kept up a conftant fettled confpira- 
cy, extending far and wide, which was fur- 
ther improved in the following manner. 

Soon after that Murray and his accompli- 
ces had been cited in order to their forfei- 
ture in parliament, the General Aflembly of 
the kirk, upon the xxv. day of 'December 
being Chrtftmas day, appointed a general 
faft throughout the kingdom, by their own 
authority, to be kept for eight days. It was 
to begin upon the laft Sunday of February, 
and tQ end with the firft Sunday of March. 
Among other ends, real or pretended, for this ' 
faft, it was chiefly defigned * for the relief of 

* the beft part of the nobility of the realm* 

* Wifdom, manhood, ftrength, honour and 
^ blood, joined with godBnefs, are fallen, fay 
^ they, before our. eyes/ Great care was 
taken to inform the vulgar that this their faft 

* wa3 not appointed for any religion of time/ 

that 

• Letter from RandcJph to Cecil; 24th July |^6|« 
CotWn, X^n Cal. B. 9. foL 228* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i^^ Iftfuiry into tie Murder 

that is, It was not for keeping lent, * but be- 
' caufe fhortly thereafter the eftates of tlw 
^ realm were appointed , to conveen in par- 
^ liament.* The confeflions and whole fer- 
vice is fet down for the firft and laft days, 
and the ledbns ^ and pfalms are prefcribed 
for the whole eight days ; but for want 
of time, the reft of the exercife is referred 
to the difcretioa of the feveral minifters. 
The leflbns for the whole eight days are 
altogether feleAed from the books of the 
old teftament only : For the firft day they 
conlifted of the curfes^ blefllngs and 
plagues denounced in the xxvii. and xxviiL 
chapters o/iT) enter ommy. For the following 
days they had the behaviour and punifhment 
of the Ifraelites after Jojbuah ; their delive- 
rance from the Midianites and Amalekites 
by Gideon / the flaying Oreb and Zeeh, and 
Slfera ; the cutting off the Benjamites ; the 
hiftory of Queen Eflherh faft, and the hang- 
ing of Haman ; the Ammonites, Moabites, 
and inhabitants of M?«/// Seir, rifing againft 
and deftroying one another, after Jehojha* 
fbafz faft and prayer ; Senacberib\ invafion 
of yudabf Rabjhakeb\ blafphemles, the de- 
ftru£tion of the Affyrians, and flaying of Se- 
nacherib : Then, Ezrah mourning for the 
affinity that his people had contrafted >^>h 
.ftrwigers; gnd laftly, the faft wa5W end 

jpuch 

• Digitrzed by Google 



tf King Henry Darnly. 24^ 

much in th$ fame terms that it began> {aving 
that the 26th oi Leviticus and 9th chapter of 
U^aniel were prefcribed to be read inftead of 
the 28th chapter oil^euieronomy, and fixth of 
the yudges. The Pfalms were thofe for de» 
liverance of 7)avid King of Ifrael, and others 
in affliftion, beginning with, W^hy dojbe 
heathen rage, &c. and exprefling full confi« 
dence in the fudden deftru^lion ofenemies^ 
and that the righteous Ihould rejoice at it : 
God Jhall Jhoot at them with an arrow : Jiid* 
ienly Jball they be wounded, &c. 

Nothing could be more prevalent to fpirit up 
the vulgar, than to make them believe that the 
examples recorded in the books of the Old 
Teftament, were all defigned for their imi- 
tation ; and that not to follow thefe examples 
at a proper feafon, that is, when their teachr 
crs, who were the proper interpreters, Ihould 
defirc them, was to difobey the commands of 
God, delivered to them by his meflengers ; for 
which the difobedient would not fail to be pu- 
niflied in the fame manner as were the yews 
of old, for defpifing the admonitions of the 
prophets. In the order for this faft, Ahab 
and Jezabel had not been forgotten. As for 
Jezabel, there was no manner of hope for 
her ; but it is remarked with refpeft to Ahab^ 
that notwithftanding all his ungodlinefs, he 
loft not the fruit of his humiliation, but was 

recom- 
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recompenfed with delay of the utteritioft of 
the plagues, during his lifetime* To this or- 
der the aflembly fubjoin their letter to all the 
minifters within the kingdom, which begins 
with thefe words : ' The prefent mifery, and 

* greater troubles appearing fliortly to fol- 

* low, crave, dear brethren, that €;yery one 
^ of us exhort and admoniih another, that we 
^ recoil not back in the beginning of this battle, 
' which is come upon us unlooked for of 
^ many.' But John Knox in his epiftle to 
the reader, is rather more explicite : * If 

* we, (ays he, in this age command the fame 

* things, which God in the ages before us 
^ hath commanded by his fervants, let men 

* beware, left that in defpifmg us, they de- 

* fpife not alfo the eternal God, whole 

* holy wc^-d is an aflliratice to us of every 

* precept that we have given/ Then he fub* 
joins a threat in thefe terms : * And fur- 

* ther, we fear not to fay. That fuch as 

* mourn hot with Jacob in his affliftion, fliall 

* not rejoice with him in the day of his de- 

* liverance; but they fliall be compelled to 
» mourn and quake with Phar^ob, without 
*end.' 

Thus were matters prepared, in a me^ 
thod as effeftual for bringing about JWi/r- 
ray^% relief, and the aflaflination, the making 
the Queen prifoner, and hindering the meet- 
ing 
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4ng of t)tje piiiJia^iettl, as cqt<ldt§ devifed'. In 
the m^an titiid ' Miitton ah4 Ruthven laid 
tkerafelvesottt to get thcJ yoring King to joiii 
MtW tb^iii ]ti this plot aljfo ) which he did^ aft 
^hey^liedged fh^t he hithfelf always denied 
ili Be th^t 'as It^ilJy 'tiscertjiin enoiigh that 
^fefc^yiferii not^'^^t 't^eir matiere all hi readi- 
Meft to keie^ pate with ; thfc -foft : For the 
band which they pretended to have gotten 
<u1>fcrit>ed fey* the King fdr' their x*rarrant^ 
Ivas hot draWh^ tip till ieitjiei-'tfe f&ft ihould 
iave beeh neir fended, oi- qnit^ bvfei- : The rea- 
Tbri why I write thiis indeteitainately as td 
^tbe pirecife date crf'it, i3> bietaufe in two co- 
^pies- of ft which i I have,' b6th ti^fitten about 
^he very iimei +he date varies ; foi- in the 
oheit is^aidtbtfe on the firft, anidinthe <|- 
ther on the fifth, day of Mdrck But by 
^ood forefight^ a- remedy Kad tefeh found 
^dut to tnake the ftft to wait ilieif motions, by 
^djourning It for a week within the city of 
'Edinburgh, ind petojtting tt to be kept iia 
the tout! try, as had beeft prefcribed by the 
General Aflembly j than which adjournment 
ihothing more expedient could hare been 
contrived ; for the faft in the country being 
•thus over, friends could the better flock from 
thence/ to 'Edinburgh, without fufpicion, 
as if they came only to join with the city 
i^reihren in prayer and fading* 

» » ■ Accord- 
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Accordingly, upon the penult day of th* 
faft in Edinburgh, being the mnihi o{ Marck, 
.when it began to be dark, there aflemblei 
•about the Queen's palace of Holy-rood'houfe^ 
five hundred perfonS, fome in: fecret armour, 
and the reft in jacks, and fleel bonnets, vi^i^ 
gung, piitols, fwords, bucklers, J^dburgk 
ilaves, halber'ts », and other warlike accoutre* 
/ixieuts. •..•:•: • , . \ . . :. : 

, The Qiii^en fat doWi\ to .ftipper ab^vit 
ifeveh a clock> expefting no fja^h matter,, and 
-the King (jgi^jng up flairs^ h^4 placed himfctf 
rb^fide hen ;In^ the; mean while the Earl ^ 
Norton aind ...Lfird Lindjhy, with one part3?, 
'guarded the; €ni;ry , to the; palace, and Lord 
^Patrick Kuthwny with alipther* party ruf|i 
.perforce iijito th(j room^ armed cap-a^pe, 
where they found her AJajefty fitting at fup- 
: per,;- accompanied with-hgr baftard brother 
.and filler, nanjely, Rohert Cqnvnendatar of 
Holy^roc^fhoufe^^nA. th^ Couj^tefs of •>d^r^/7^, 
.with Befpn^iCreich, mailer of the houfhold, 
i^Artbi^r Erskine/David Rizia, ^ndz few other 
fervantsj fo that, to their great difapppintmenf, 
.-of ail thofe whom they bad deftined for deatlj, 
they found none preferit but Rizio only. 
Ruthpen accofts the Queen/ telling her, that 
he wanted to ^eak with Rtzio. The Queejti 
asked her husband whether he knew any 

a Henry Y*ir*i trial^ MS/ 
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^thing of that enterprfee? who.denied that he 
Ifnew it. Th<9n the Queen ordiered Ruthyen 
to get out of her prefence, under the pain of 
i;re^fon,andif2)ir'i;/ViS/Vfi had donegny thing 
anli6,flie fliould exhibitehim before the parlia- 
ment. But that would not do; Ruthv^n attack- 
ed "David m herMajefty's prefence ; and the; 
]^or ftranger, for refuge retired behind her 
back. Upon this they rufli forivard, over- 
turn the table upon the Queen herfeH, a,ncjl 
then ftrick the - man with daggers over her 
ihoulders ; and fome of them ftpod with cocked 
piftols before .her face, while the others drag-f 
ged the wounded man to the dopr of her - 
fhamber, and difpatchcd him with fifty fi:^ 
ftrokes of fwords and daggers. Which be- 
ing dpne, the Lord Ruthv^n returns to thq 
Queen's prefence, and tells her Majefty, 
'that he and hi$ accomplices were, forfooth, 
f highly^ offended with her proceedings an<J 
* tyranny, which to them was intoUerable* 
iThatfhehadbeenfibufed by "David Rizio^ 
'whorm they had aftually put to death, 
^ namely, in taking his counfell for maintain- 
f ing papiflry, debarring the Lords who were 
< fugitive, and entertaining amity with fo- 
? reign princes and nations, \France, ^c.J 
f with whom fhe was confederate ; as alfo, 
f for admitting into her council the Lord? 
t B^tbvj^U and J^«//y/ who, he faid, wer^ 
una 5 traitorj 
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f traitors, and to whom 7)avid' Rizib did i^t 
* fociate himfelf/ They alfp did inform th* 
Queen, that the Lords who wer e badlflle^ 
in England were tp reform cpwajd^ hjbr this? 
next day, who lyould take pl«in p^rt ^ith 
them, againft her ; and that the Kipg- 'Wi| 
willing to remit to th^ni their pflences. - > 

In the mean time the Earls of Huntly sltttl 
Bothwell^ whio >otherwife wpiild infallibly 
^ave been fent after "David, inade their e-» 
icape out of their chambers in thjs palace, by 
getting ouji.at a back window, with the help 
pf fpme cords, and thereby botji fayed theii: 
lives and eftates, the greateft iti the krngdbm 
hx that time, which the cpnfpifatofis ^xpeH^d 
as a reward for murdering the pr6prictors j 
iind alfo put the ponfpiratprS themfelves tin- 
ker, fome apprehenfipns af ganger. 

The prpvoft and town ^ poiihcil pf lEdin\ 
^urgh haying bpen itjformcd that there '■v^ai i 
tumuk in the foyal palace, paufed ring t"hcir 
tommon bellfpr aflemblirig the cikizens, who 
went dow^ in a great number, and defired to 
fee and fpeak W'lth the Qqe^, tp kn0wTit?r 
Welfare. "Rwi Morton and Rutbi^n tVould ito\ 
permit her Majefty to give h\ anfwer, bnif 
ifhrea tried her extremely^ declaring to he^ 
face, that if. flip /hould define to fpeak witl^ 
ijhe townfmen, * they would ^cut her in toi- 
1 lops, and thVbw her over 'the'tvalls/ "fhtii 
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tdle/ kept hei tii capf ivicy wkbk ben ciniii^ * 
ber, hardly permktiQg her to fpeak with my 
0f her 4^nie{Htk fervatits, either men or 
^omeii. Tbe ne^t day proclamation was 
jbade, in th<B king her husband's name, with- 
out her advice or knowliedgei commanding 
III the Prelates and Lords conveened to the 
parliament, tolretire themfehfes out ofEdin^ 
hur^h. All that day alfo the Queen was de» 
tained prifoner, her lervants and guard de* 
barred from her feryice, and herfcif watched 
by the committers of thefe crimes, to whoni 
a part of the community of Edinburgh^ to 
the number of fourfeore peribns, joined theou 
felves. 

In the evening of that fame day, being 
Sunday^ the Earl of Murray, accompanied 
^iih the Earl of Rothes, the lairds of Pit^ 
farrow and Grange, the tutor of Pitcur and 
bthers, who had been. with Murray mEng^ 
land, came to them, ' and, fays the Quean s 
^ feejqg our treatment was moved with Jia-» 
* tural affedion to^yards us.^ But he had beeti 
privy to the whole defign ; fo this was arrant 
hypocrify,and fopn appeared to have been fet 
for the vefy next day he aflembled the eo^ 
terprifers of this late crime, and fuch other 
rebels as came along with himfelfjt and held a 

council^ , 

ft Letter to the' Archbi/hop of Cilafgow^' Uer AtJibainst 
Iftrte France, ]^. Kqti^^bift. p. 33^, " 
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council, in which they thought it moft expe- 
dient that the Queen ihould be imprifoned in 
the caftle of S/zW/V?^, there to remain until 
file Ihould in parliament have approved all 
their wicked cnterprifes, eftablilhed their re- 
ligion, and given to the King the crown ma- 
trimonial, and the whole government of the 
realm ; or otherwife in all appearance they 
firmly purpofed to have put her to de^th, or 
detained her in perpetual captivity. 
. But it feems the young King began foon to 
perceive that he himfelf was little better than 
a prifoner amongft thefe men. He therefore 
^indertookto procure to them renjiflions with-* 
out compulHon, and to get them confirmed in 
parliament. But then to make their pardon ef- 
fedual, her Majefty muftbeat liberty. He 
promifcd that he would keep her in furc, 
guard for that night : Aqd thus they were 
got out of the palace, together ; wuh their 
guards and affiftants. . ^ 

After they were gone, the Queen entered 
into an expoftulation with her husband about 
his behaviour, informing him how he would 
be handled himfelf, if he permitted thefe 
Lords to prevail againft her. By her arguments 
he was perfuaded to make his efcape along 
with her, vhicih they did a little after imd- 
night, accompanied with Arthur ^resiine, 
^d other two pcrfons oiily, and got fafe to 
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Tiunban And after a few daysi having aflenDb- 
bled a confiderable force, th^y i^eturned tp 
JEdinburgb : But before they arrived there, 
the confpirators had fled, the chiefs of thefji 
to Englmd^ and the others to the more r?- 
SBOte..part^ of Scotland., ycbn Knopc, the 
jmai) who bad dr^^vn up th<5 order for thp . 
/aft, tells vs:^i9^elf, that be pad weft fp 
Xyh, thereby plajnjy taking upon him a Iharp 
.of the guilt in thefe horrid tranfaftions. ] * 
:. ' After this , o^inner above fpccified, fay« 
* the i^me: Knox «, to vi^it, by the death gf 
.^ ^avidJRij^io, thte noblemen were relieved 
;^ of their trp\iU§, and reftored.tp their pla^Mjj 
.f;andrpqit}?;: ,An4 likewife th^ .churdi-r|- 

' formed ; and; aU j that profeflfed the evangel 
/ witl^in this realm, after faftmg a^d prayer, 
/were delivered . and freed from the appsj- 
/ rent dangers which ;Were like to have Cx^t 
/ upon them. And if the parliament had tt- 
;' ken effeft, and proceeded, it was thought by 
/ all men of the bcft judgment, that the true 
•' proteftant religion fjiould have been wrack- 
/ ed, and popery erea:e4 : And for the fam^c 
r' ptvpofe, there were certain wooden altars 

* made, to the number of twelve, found re^- 
./dy in the chapel of the palace of ^<?/y-rW- 
' ' houfe, which ftiould have been ereded in 
' ' St. Gileses church. 

; * Aa 

f Hift. book J, p, 39f <, 
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As this man zni his «ollejg^e ^oiftCraip 
did draw up the for&i of this feft, and cauled 
'Kobert Leiprevjckio print if, by oppoincmeiit' 
^f the General ASemhly % no maft in the 
World could better declare th^ pur pofea for 
Vhioh it was kept Let any perlbn tYtttefoUi 
-cdmpare <his his ex^an&tiofl, with thtf form 
^ifelf, or witih the brief account ' of It already 
^iven out of itfelf, and let hinj either believe 
or doubt a^ he pleafesy ><rliether it Wai ap- 
•pbmted fof proinoting and cloktng a confpira- 
cy for the t efief of Murray and his aflbclate% 
'«hdfor fterp|)itog the meeting of the parlid- 
iaaeht. Whiat he tan rne^H by ieWitf^ ^'s, that 
ihe church wars reformed by murdering Si- 
vid Rizh, i^ not eaffly to be niiderftood ; 
•for itidotk not appear how the reformation 
received tfco leaft acceffion from that fafff 
'for it ftill comiaued after that in the fame 
fiate as it had been for years before. Rcfor* 
TOation of thexhtirch^both in the difcipline an3 
'i8oftrine,had been fotind very neceflary for ma^ 
ny centuries, and was extremely defired and 
'defigned by -many of the Roma^ catholick 
^erfuafion themfelves ; as • is plain from the 
councH ^f Conjlanct. Upon the difputes of 
that council, which happened a hundred 
•yeafs before thek days, the firft and beft of 
the reformers founded their feparation from ' 

.th» 
« CalderwQod'$ Lift. MSi 
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the reft of the chrtftiait church, altho' few 

have thought fit to ackobvHedjge the matter 

plaioly Md hooefily* Hawever> had they pro 

ceeded upon that fioundation, and fettled their 

matters in a regular way, upon principled 

triily religioifts and fincere, all might have 

been weU> and turned out for the general 

good of mankind* But how much foever a 

re&rn>atk»> was wanted, and however bene« 

ficial k might have proved, if rightly condud):^ 

ed and brought about, it ought not to have 

been founded, or fnpported, by {bedding the 

blood of the innocent, by robbing altars, de« 

moliihing churches, and turning (bme thou'- 

fands out of their livings and eftates, to which. 

they were as well intitled, and had as firong 

fecurtties by law, as any men in the world t 

Which amongft us availed them nothing at all; 

for every thing that belonged to them, was 

violently feized by our reformers, and they 

themfclves fet out naked to ftarte, or if they 

had the courage to complain, baniihed or 

knocked o^he head» So flood matters at the 

Qiicen^s arrival. 

The tale about the wooden altars depends 
entirely upon Kmxh word* And had the 
matter even been fo, it was nojuftification of 
their procedure. But both he, and his hV 
low labourer George Buchanan, have falfified 
fo notorioufly In their narrations of real faAs, 
o that 
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that no credit can be given them, when they 
tell us of defigns and intentions only : Yea, 
their fingle affertiops arc. rather to be fufpeft- 
cd for pure fiftions, if they cannot be other- 
wife fupported, . 

This David Rizio came to Scotland in the 
retinue of Monf.JWbr^/, ambaflador from the 
Duke of Savoys At that time the Queen had 
one Raulet a French man who was her fecre- 
lary fdr her French affairs. Hjb was turned 
out of his ofBce for a fault, for which cour- 
tiers in our days are feldom difplaced ». And 
Rizio being a perfon of good education, and 
well qualified for the purpofe, fucceededhim 
in that office, in the year 1564. Upon the 
Lord T>arnlf^ coming to Scotland^ Lord Ro* 
bert the Queen's baftard brother, and 7)avii 
had been appointied to aflift the Earl of Le- 
nox in giving advice and counfel to his fon, 
not only in matters in which an Englijh edu- 
cation is commonly defeftive, but likewife in 
affairs of prudence ; which he continued to 
do, till within a month of the time when he 
was thus cruelly murdered, in reward for his 
fervices and good counfels. It feems when 
he found the yoimg King unadvifeable, and 
obftinately bent to purfue wrong meafures, 
he had informed the Queen : At which, tho* 
it was for his own welfare, the King took 

of- 
? See Bp. Keith's hilt p. 268. 
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oSence. : But the main caufe of bis murder 
was, that he a(E>cialted himfelf.with the Earls 
of Hii/itly znd Bothwell^ and ftich others as 
ftudied the Queen's happinefs and profperity 
in her affairs. 

C HA P. X. 

Objefifons anfwered. 

AGainft all that ' has been (aid in the laft 
chapter, it may ppflibly be alledged, 
that the ftory is told with the greateft partia- 
lity : That we have only one fide of the que- 
ftion laid before us : But fhould both parties 
be heard, matters would appear in another 
light. Sir James Mthil taxeth Rizh with 
much indifcretion, which he tells us, he him- 
felf endeavoured to correft ;- but all in vain. 
George Buchanan y after making reflexions on 
}Rizio*s poverty, ''i( which ill became him, for 
he himfelf had been in greater ftraits, until 
he was enriched by the'Queen's liberality) de- 
ftants upon Rizio^s vanity and arrogancy, tel- 
ling us, that he had the Queen's ear too much, 
that he ufed too much familiarity with her, 
both before and j^fter her marriage with 
^aryily ( with a - fenfelefs - ftory how thd 
King carried always about with him the key 
of the Queen's chamber-door, and once Ibund 
2 the 
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the door boked when David li^s widAi; 
^nd when he knocked, no bodj anfwered. 
That the Queen refolvedto make 'Da^Uz 
Peer of the firft rank, &c. Other$ • write 
that fhe defigned him to ei$:ercire the office of 
chancellaur at the parliament; which pro* 
voked the nobility againft him, efpeeially th^ 
JEarl of MortBftf who had T3>een chancellor 
fince the death of the Earl of JF£»f//y in the 
the year Mdlxii. All which notwithftand- 
ing> they had no intention to have; ilain hku 
in that manner, but to have brought him to 
publick juftice : Far lefs did it enter into their 
thoughts to flay him m the Queen's pre* 
fence, or in her chamber; Nor did they in* 
tend hurt to any other perloos. This is aneftt 
ed almoft by all pur own hillorians i^/and aUb 
by Monfr, T)e Thau and others. Nor did 
they hold cocked piftoU to her majefty^k 
breaft^ as they tcU the ftory r Nay Lord 
Ruthven, in the account: that h^ wrote nf 
this matter, for juftifying bimfelf, telb us« 
^ That he deijred his accomplic-es^only (o €a^ 
* ry the man down flairs to ike King's chain* 
^ ber : And he takes God to rei^rdj tbid 
^ i^one of thefe horrid things wad meant cfe 
^ done; and that they did Bot ^rike Bhk 
« dU he W2IS at the moil daft^t door of the 

i Kaox, SpottllVood, CrawlbiK!. 

I Kqox^ fiuchoiwoj MelviJ, Spotafwoodj CalderwQod, 
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^Qticeii*8 otitir chamber : But, (ajrs he, her 
^ Ms^dty mtkes ^11 cbefe allegatiotis, to draw* 

* the Earl of Morton, Lords Rxithven and 
^ Undfay, and their accomplices, into greater 
^ hatred with foreign Princes, and witH the no- 

* bility and commonality of thb realm ; who 

^ have experience of the contrary, and know 

' that there Was no evil meant to her Maje- 

' fty's body !* But hciw could others know 

what they defigned ? The account of the 

whole matter given in the prececding pages 

h the Qiieen*s own account, and I might truft 

the courteous readers, whether they will take 

her word and writ for it, or Ruthvenh writ 

and {wearing. Others, I doubt not, would pre* 

fcr the latter. For which reafon we fhall 

m the firft place flie w how greatly his memo- 

iy Failed him, from an original letter fub* 

fcriibed both by Morton ^nd Rutiven ; iot^ 

that thefe aftions were perpetrated by them, 

tipon no particular quarrel that they had a* 

gainft^ Rizio^ but only for the relief of Mur* 

my and hrs accomplices, under a pretence 

'lor religion : And that they expeftcd to be 

reReved in like manner by him and his afr 

fociates. Secondly, from the band which 

they themfelves drew up to be figned by the 

King for their protedtion, it: is manifeft that 

there was a defign to murder feveral others^ 

befides l>09ii iUzfPj and that ±€ plot 

was 
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was' laid originally to murder them ail in the 
Qiieen's palace^and even in her own prefence.^ 



LETTE R from Morton and Ruthven 
to Throkmortpn. 

ikFter our hearty commendations: At 
your laft being in Scotland, fent by- the 
Queen's majefty of England «, it was fore- 
feen by you what troubles were appearing to 
enfue, as fince the experience hath given 
proof. We have thought .good to let you 
know as our trouble has proceeded, which is 
moved upon the ilaughter of an Italian cal- 
led ^avy ; the faid /laughter moved upon no 
particular quarrel of ours, but were foUicited 
thereunto by the King, whole hatred was fb 
great againft the faid T^avy, that iJ^ intended 
to have done the fame 'with his own band, if 
Tve had not ajjijled his Grace therein. And 
finding the King fo bent againft the faid 2><z- 
vy, who was a peftilent counfellor to the 
Queen's majefty our Sovereign, againft the 
nobility ^, common well of our country, the 
religion, forfeiture of our brethren, then ba- 

niihed 

^ a Viz. In the month of May, before the Queen's mar- 
riage with Darnly. ' 

. ^ They call their own party al^yays. the J^oUiity, o> 
the Lords, abfolutely,a8 if the other Lords had not been 
bo^ greater; and more numerous than they« 
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nilhed for the time, w^ thought it meet and 
convenient to labour for the relief of our bre- 
tiren, who were in trouble, as we did; 
whereby they were caufed to return home, 
where they are prefently ; where we had rc- 
inaineH, if the king had kept fuch part unto 
us, as he promifed, both by word and writ. 

And fince we are in trouble for the relief 
of our brethren^ and the religion, we donbc 
not to find your favour, as our brethren 
have done of before, who were of late ba- 
nifhed : Defiring you moft heartily, that bj 
yourfelf, and fuch others as you may procure, 
we may find favour at the Queen^s majefty 
your miftrefs hand, for remaining within her 
highnefs's realm, unto fuch iim^ as ive may 
be relieved by the help of our brethren, whick 
we hope in God Jhall be Jhortly. And thus 
committing your Lordfliip to the prote^on ojf 
the Almighty God. From Berwick the fis- 
cond A^y oi April 1^66. 

Tour aj^ured friends, as you may command, 

MORTOUN. 

RUTHVEN. 



S0N3> 
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T>E it known to all men by thefe prefcnt 
letters : We Henrije, by the grace of 
God, Kmg of Scotland, and husband to the 
Queen's majefty ; For as much as we, having 
confideratbn of the gentle and good nature^ 
with many other good qualities in her majefty, 
vrehave thought pity^ and alfo thinks it great 
confeieoce to us> that are her husband, to 
fuffer her to be abufed by certain privy pcr- 
Ibns, wicked and ungodly, not regarding her 
Majefty*s honour, ours », the nobility there* 
of, nor the commonweal of the fame, but 
feck their own commodity and privy gs^ins, 
cfpecially aix ftranger hafkfi, called Din>id ; 
which may be the occafion of her Majefty^s 
deftru&ion, ours », the nobility, and com- 
mon weal of the fame, without hafty remedy 
be put thereunto, which we are willing to 
do ; and, to that effeft, we have devifed to 
take thefe privy perfons, enemies to her Ma- 
jefty, ^s, the nobility and commonweal, to 
punifli them according to their demerits ; 

and 



« Some vrords feem to be wanting here in aU my three 
Copies. 
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fttld^ In c^fe of toy difficulty be to call a them 
immediately toti^keyfbm and Jlay them, where* 
Jhe^fr it bappeneiK, ... 

And becdufe. we cannot acccfrnplifll the 
iame> without the affift^nce of others, there- 
fore we have dra^Vn certain of the nobility, 
earlsj: lords, barons, freeholders, gentle- 
inen> naerchants and xtaftfinen to affift us in 
this our enterpfiz^, '>wbieb cannot be finifhei 
nvitbout great bazatd \ And becaufe // may 
cbance tbat tbere.be funiry great ferfqnages\ 
prefentyViho c may make them togainftand 
our enlerprize, wberetbrougb fame of tbem 
may be/lain^ and in like ways of ours ; where- 
through a perpetual feed may be contraded 
betwixt the one party and the other ; There- 
fore we bind and oblige Us, our heirs and fuc- 
cefTors, to the faid earls, lords, baron$» free* 
holders, gentlemen, merchants andxrafcfmen> 
tl^eit heirs and fuccefTorss that we fliall accept 
the fame feed upon us,Sitid fortify aind maintain 
thena, at the utfermoft of our power ; and 
Ihall be friends to their friends, and enemies 
to their enemies ; and ihall neither fuffer 
them nor theirs €0 be molefted nor troubled 
in their bodies, lands, goods, rooms, or polf 
fe(fion$> fo far as tieth in us. And if any 
, :. p p pcrfoa 

• Al. In cafe of any difficnltyi to Cttk them off immc* 
HaxAjp and flay them, ifc. 
^ Al. hurt. «47».wUdi. 
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perfon wotild (iail any of the faid earls, lord^i 
barons, freeholders, gcnJemen, merchants or 
craftfmen, for enterprifing or aOiftance with, 
us, for atchieving of our purpofe, becaufs it 
may chance to be d&ne in frefence- of the 
Queen* s majefly^ or within her palace dfHo* 
ly-rood'houfet we, by the word of a Priwte; 
ihall accept and take thfe fame on us, tiow as 
then, and then as now ; and fhall warrant 
and keep skaithlefs the aforefaid earls^ lordsi 
barons, fr.eeholers,' gentlemen and craftfinen, 
at our utte'rmoft power. In Hvitnefs where* 
of we h^ye fubfcribed thefe prelents with 
our hand. At JSrf/Vr^i/r^f this firft * day of 
JWtfr^*, the year of God 1565. 

» There are indeed no perfons here 'm en- 
tioned by tiame, but 7i)avid bn!y ; yet it is 
moft evident, that it had been datetihincd 
to involve- feveral others^ in- thcf fame ■ fare t 
nor is it to be doubted bm' thatthe Queen ha<! 
fure and fufficient infofmatfori who th€f per- 
fons wer^> v/£r. the Earls of Huntly^ Moth* 
weJJ, ^iifci t &c. ihhough the poor ftrafn^ 
ger is only named : Bufib' truth, when one 
confidcrs that we hav?e our copies of tfiis pa-i 
per only fk)m/thefeindi iliemfelves,.he c^n* 
not b<{' certain that theyjhad not left out thofe 

T . great 

•vff. fifth, b See abovi>; p. 244*, 
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great names, for fear of refentment. If it - , 
mall be faid, that private perfons only are de- 
ftined for ilaughter ; the anfwer is, that fuch 
were the Earls of Hiintly and Botbwell in 
their account, whpnx they would have to be 
efteemed as condemned traitors, Calderwood 
writes* I know not upon what authority, that . 
' fecfetary Lethington retained the Earl of 

* Athote with himfelf, within his lodging ; for, 

* iays he, Lethington wds privy to the plot, 

< ^nd fupped that eight with the Earl, partly 
' with purpofe to with-hold him from ofFer- 

< ing, or fave him from fuffering any vio- 
' lence j partly that he fliould not be fufpeft- 
' ed by the Queen, having the Earl of Athole 

* for a witnefs of his behaviour. He had en- 

* joined his attendants to be quiet, till it came 
' to aftion ; and then to arip themfelves and 

* come, as it were, fuddenly to the fray, but 
^ indeed, if need were, to join themfelves 
' with the Earl oi Morton in the inner court/ 
This is a more probable account how the 
^zx\o£ J^thole happened toefcape, than that 
given by the ^ord Rutbven » ; who ftudied 
more to fay things that might feem to palliate 
or alleviate his crimes, than to reftrift himfelf 
to matter of faft;. In one' place he fays 
he told herMajefty, that ' not fo much as 
' p p 2 'one 

• See Bp* Kcith'j bift. Append, p. X2 j . 
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* one pointy without falfe witnelles, could be 
^ made good againft Mt^rray and his accom- 
' plices ;' than which nothing more barefaced 
could have been aflerted* In another place 
he makes the King to tell her, that fo (bon as 

* the fellow Davi^ fell in credit and familiar!- 

* ty with her, iQxe did not regard him ;* al' 
though it cannot eafily be believed that be 
ever could ufe any fuch expreflion, becaufe 
V^avid bad come as much in credit as ever^ 
before Harnly came to Scotland; and af 
ter his coming became a counfellor to him* 
JMehil writes that he found how David had 
been Darnly^s great friend at the Queen'^ 
hand ^ ; And one can hardly conjefturc what 
temptation Melvil could have to fay fo, if it 
had been otherwife ; for there is the greateft 
reafbn to think that his accounts of David^$ 
arrogancej^'c. are altogether injurious,and that 
the advices which he pretends to have given 
him have no truth in them : No more than 
when he tells us that he himfelf was fent upon 
Sunday forenoon,to caufethe provoft o{ Edin- 
burgh to aflemble the citizens for the Queen's 
relief; when 'tis certain that the provoft had 
done fb the night before. 

The other tjiles told about this man, are 
tneer fiffions and cavils, contrived for fcrecn- 
ing the guilt of the murderers* They tell 

^ Memoirs, p. 15^. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I 



#/ King Henry Darnly. iyf . 

us that he was to be made a peer of the fird 

rank» whereas he had hot even been natura* 

lized : Sut the affirming that he was to have 

been made chancellor at the parliament, is 

of all their ftories the moft intollerable : For 

how abfurd is it to imagine that it ever could 

have entred into the Queen's thoughts, to 

make a man the mouth of the parliament, 

who neither knew the cuftoms, laws, nor 

language ofthe country ! And yet this is 

moft greedily fwallowed by fome people: 

Though in truth it has no more foundation 

than that it is a grofs blunder in tranflating 

one of George Buchanan^s fentences, who, 

fpeaking of the debates that arofe about Mur^ 

rayh intended forfeiture, tells us, 'that in 

^ the mean time T)avid went about among 

* them all, (bunding their inclinations, what 
' every fingle man*s fentence would be, 
' with regard to thofc who were abfent, if he 
' (hould be chofen a np&^KA©- (a lord of the 

* articles, as I take it,) by the reft of the 

* meeting *'• This Greek word they under- 
ftood to be meant of David, and tranflated it 
Chancellor ; and thence is all his chancellor- 
Ihip. Thus the fentence is made worfe in 
the tranflation, which furely could not be 

true 

* Daotd interea finguks circumiht, animoTque fertentd" 
hi qtdd d€ abfintibus decreturus qui/que ejfetf fi i r^lfqif§ 
ementu UfyC^K®- Ugeretur, Where jtiifque is cvideat^ 
ly the nominative to Ugeretur. 
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true in the original, as Buchanan iQight well 
Jiave feen, had his evil dilpofition » allowed 
bim to refleft, that the man could pot fpeak 
Scottijh, and that few of the others could 
talk in the languages which hfe- under- 
flood. 

But a queftion may be ftarted, if it is a 
roiftake in tranllating Buchanan^s hiftory, bow 
could it have got into the book of Xnox, 
who was dead long before the other had 
written his book i Even by the evil art of 
interpolating, by which too many of our 
hiftories have been fpoiled : And that inter- 
po[lator has made another miftake of a like 
nature within the comjiafs of a page ; for J?/^- 
cbanan\ ironftamp, of which already, is by 
bimcalled a feal like the Kin£sfeaU 

Another point which may happen to be 
jcofitroverted is, that we have laid that this tra^ 
gedy was afted in the time of the faft in 'Biin- 
^ttrib : Whereas in the order for that faft, 
a^itis priitted before the book called Knox^s 
liturgy, it is exprefly faid to have been ap- 
pointed to begin only the fecond Sunday of 
JMdy^ which is. more than two months there- 
aTten And this alfo arifes from vitiating j 
for. in the edition printed that very year in 
which it was drawn up, it is appointed to be- 
gin the UOl Sunday o£ February, and to end the 
^ft Sunday oi March. But that it was puC 
. ; off 
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off, for r^eafoijs, within the city t>^ Edinhurgk^ 

till chefoUovrii^g W€ek9-me(y' be feeti frdflt 

KnosT^VAotj, where he tdls th otie ^lace^ 

! that xifGn'Siinduy the thirds day of Marci 

f began tli&:fafting zt-Edhhurgh:^ Aiid id 

the ibUowiag page, ^ that the next day aft 

' ter JRixit^s oiurderr was tfa^ fecond Sfrnday 

/of oiif ftft at EdinSurgi.^ Whethel^ ^ 

daysfwerei altered in the, Mt€^r editions, chat 

fuch a^Aibiis might not appear to have beeik 

done iii the time of the jBrft faft df the rd* 

formGd^tkinScoilarfd,i!itfot other reafotici 

I ihall not determine : But they did it <nAf 

by halves ;' for they left the evidence -flSll 

lUnding againft them in theie words, JS^Afil/2 

that Jhortfythenaf ter are the ejlates ^fthe re^A 

eppoi/itcd.toaj^mlfleiriparii^menf^ Nowtbdr^ 

was no a:ppdimihent for a meeting ofpai4ia- 

mem ^fteb the i^^ii. day o^Miroi for that jdi^K 1^ 

• ' The; Lord Ruihven?% accottiw: of thefe ttUif- 

ters enables u$ to difcover,' that the reafon)^ 

which diey 'Jttliedge for Ihenrfilves are* oAf 

(ham pretences. ' He dates the firft* moti<Ai>tif 

the matter from the loth of /V^ri^^ry 156^^^-^. 

And afQrmis the caufe was the King's hatt^ed 

conceived againft Rizk^ which he then 'Sktt 

commnnicated td RuthvenT IVhereas it U"^ \ 

dent fcom 'the articles agreed upon betwnet 

the King and Murray, and by Mgrton and 

Ruib^ 
• P. 39^. ' ^-' " /\ '-^ • • • '- '" 
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fLutbven^% letter, that their projefb had been 
formed fome time b^ore, upon quite other 
yiews amongft themfelves, cyejx for the relieC 
0f the brethren, as the event declared : And 
(hat this was only ah after contrivance of a 
pretext for putting their deiignsin execution 
They . had even communicated their genera] 
intention to Rdndolfb,, the EngUflf Queen't 
refident at Edinburgh^ before the manner had 
teen fully fettled ; for upon the 5th day of 
J^ebruary^ Raniolpb writes to Cecil in thefe 
ferms s * The Queen of Scats hath faid o- 
* penly, that flie will have mafs free for aU 
< men that will hear %t. Ber husband^ his fa* 
f ther. Lord */itbdh :md oiher!s now daily re* 
f fort unto it. The proteftants.arc in great 
f fear and doubt, what (hall become of them. 
^Thewifeft fo much miflike this ftate, and 
/government, that they defign nothing more 
.*. than the return of the Lords^ dther. to be 
f received in their cwn rooms {.or once again 
^ to. put all in hazard.' Hence it is plain^ 
that the plot w^s formed a cpnfiderable dme 
before Rizh was thought on : And indeed, 
whoever can believe them, that they aflem^ 
ibled five hundred men in arms, ifor aflaffi** 
nattng a fingle llranger, is not; only capable 
to fwallow a gudgeon, but a camel too, 

.•C«ttw».ia»r.C«lB. 9.fi{La3a. . ;' 
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. An putcrf >aiK>ut the mafs, Vrbethef tt-ti^ 
'br folfe, or foj- it, w againft k, as k happens 
lit h(t e&ihliSktii^ w iboliflied m any country^ 
:li»tli4l\lrays a gr^t efTed upon the miiids of^ 
thiplturgar 5 ^artd with that Yfew is it raifed up- 
oii/occaflons for ferving the put-pofes of de* 
•%niiig m^ii. But the tiiafs had nothing to do 
inihcprefent Ciife The £arl of ^/^M^?/ and 
:Skivui JRjTi9 wisnt to mafe indeed ; but fure- 
IjJbntJj^ Botiivdl, Lord Li^ingflon, or Sit* 
.f^bwwr Bnifaur did not go : Yet i^crc they 
•all to be ferted alike. > Of the othet^ fide Le- 
:jwir oand his fon wer^ J)apift3; \yMt Morton^ 
Ruthv^ arid Linifdy ftahch proteftants : Yet 
.itd they combine together ; fo that at this 
junfture ptot^ftancy and popery joined hands* 
The motive tfeat induced them to performi 
-their CKplok iri flie- Queen's prefence,. was> 
that fincethey Wiereto bring home the Earl of 
\M»f^(^^ k Was firmly pufpofed/ among fome 
•of them at leaft; that he Ihoitldbe entiitly re* 
ftorcd to the flate in which he was before^ 
or rather to have his condition made fome 
better. After the Qileen had driven him and 
lus aflbciates out of the kingdothi Ihe had be- 
•come pregnant. This was a new bat in his 
^Way, which cohfiderably dalhed his hopes of 
feitttig the fovercignty t Atid to make her 
majefty^s own chamber a flau^ter-houfe fot 
butchermg her greateft and moft faithful fub- 
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jcfts and ftryants, bpfore her own eyes, -mull 
, be owned to have been «n, expedient well ad- 
apted for removing that obftacle, and to rid 
the world both of her infant andof hoifelf; 
confidering that Ihe was then fiicniiontbsgcHie 
.with cliild* 

, The cohfpirators and their . accompKces, 
'being' beft acquainted with their own defigns, 
Jiad all :alpng given out, that the Queen wjfs 
.not pregnant i The Qvleen herfelf had lold 
that fhe was fo; but m^ never be beiieved. 
, Upon the xxlv. oi- January, Randal^ 
writes to Cecil, of a conference that he \hsA 
with, her Majefty while flie was a-bedi and 
how Ihe exqufed herfelf to him *. '. I told h^k, 
' fays he, that J thought Ihe had fomewhat 
/ in her belly, that kept her. waiting. She 
' fiplled, and faid : Indeed I may <iow fpeak 
' with naote.ifllirance than before I could-; 
' and think my felf more out of doubts that it 

* iiiould be as ye think, xh^nr before I did : 
' Yet, fays he, her beiqg with child is hardly 
/ believed of many? 

' To the fame purpofe he had written upon 
the xvi, of that fame month >> j < It is fpoken 

* for certain, fays he,, that Ihe is with child : 
And It is laid that. ihe felt the child ftir in 

/ her beliy upon new.year'f day. Some la- 
' dies affirjolthjt ihe hath milk in her breads ; 

r * Coitoti Libr. Cd. B. y. fol. 232. ^ Hid. FoK 2itf. 
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^and finding all other tokens to cbnctir, be* 
^ lomging to women lately married, afliire rtiai& 

* for certain it can be no bthrtways*^ — 'What 
^ other folks opinions are, I need not; fo write: 

* Only I may fay, that fwany can hardly he* 
^ lieve that there is any fuch matter,' 

It might have been naturally expefted that 
this matter ftiould have met with fame credii 
after it had been npti^ed to a foreign am^ 
baflador by the Queen herfelf : .iPpt iflftead 
of that, whatever credit it might o|^?ain a^ 
fnongt^ others, it became l^fs fr^dible by 
far aniong$ E^niolpk*^ greateft iptimates. For 
hy his letter ?h^ vii. d^y q{ February », h^ , 
acquaints CeciU thjjt th^ Qp^n had utterly 
refufed to do any good to my Lord oi^rgyle^ 
j^pd that that fliould be the firft voyage which 
ihe was to make after Hie ihould be deliver- 
ed. ' Of her being with child, continues he, 
f the bruit is comn^on tha(: flie is, but hardly 
* believe4 of many ; And pf this f can. ajfure, 
f you, thut there have ofl^U ap^peat^d Jbf^e ich, 
^ hns to the contrary} 

In oppolitioq to this Raui^lpk^ aflUrance 
^ands the general opipipn of i^aqkind, that 
when a gept^el woma^i. fajls with child, one 
whp cannot perceive it, aftgr ^bout five 
months, knows little or nothing of the ma^r 
;pr, A^d thf re will be np iinjijry in f^ing 

- ! iOrlgioil in the Papn officCt 
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farther, that oae who^ bdiig informed of 
^efe things, doth n6t percer^ that RanA^lpi 
and his friends had^ by this time, gone dv 
in their' pregnancy of much nufchief, mxA 
have his intelleftuaU nolefsdim, thafi tbey 
pretended to have bad jheir eyes. 

I remembrij: to have reswl, bow a device of 
the fame kii^d was proje^ed by a fct<^inen of 
the very fapie ftamp, in' the reign of King 
Charles II. But as thefe potffieian$ at that 
fime were only ^pes of tbofe in the times pf* 
which we trpat, fe they wpre= bwngiers f€>€>, 
and betrayed their o^n jecret ; for wbieli^ 
they had their wicked defigns quite di(fe064* 
and laid open in a publick paper, ^i^.g^fi 2 ?• 
M0cj-x:?xii. to the indignation anddeteftatir 
on of all who would not have beeit ready tQ^ 
join in the fame, pr the Kkie praftrcesl 

Thcfe things being fp> it may be made « 
4oubt, ^nd that tpo not wrtHout feme fliew 
pf reafon, whether the KJng had erep grant- 
. cd them his vsrajranty for deeds fo afrociou^ 
inhuman and unnatural*;, or if he dicf figr^ 
fuch -a bond as they drev«r up, whether he 
did it knQwir^gly^ or was by Aem trepanned 
to do fo;y without knowing' the fiifl pont^ntsi 
They conftantly affirna^d fhat it was- his bwn 
deed. But that fignifife^ nothing j for what 
would they not have affirmed? They; who firft 
^ged the letters to Binhavell, and then fwore 

that 
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ihftt the; iswe written bj the Queea TIm 
King-35 confiancty denied that he hud as/ 
knowIe<%e of their eoierpnfe y firft in tbefe 
own {H'erence that very ni^t ; next,, befaccr 
the Queen and privy council ; and \s^j hy 
bis publick proclainaiioQi^ Rutbven hiib&tf 
)tappen$ to fay exprefly, that at the be^nnutt^ 
pf their work, when be defined the King Vta 
^ take the Queen his /bvereign and wife toi 
f bim ; he ftood all ama^fid^ and wift nop 
^ what to do^till Ruthven laid \m own haodv 
^ on her Majefty, and put her into the Kkig'd 
f arms, forbidding her tp be afraid,' as lut 
fays. (He might as well have forbidden her 
so breathe ; for it behoved that HercuIcs\aB»h 
felf ihould have been afraid, had fuch a hmdi 
of arifled murderers rulhed into a roprn upon 
\t\m ^hen unarmed.) But this muft have 
been after the affair was in a manner over* 
Such carriage did not look as if the King h^d^ 
been very well acquainted \v4th their defigns. 
Or forward ii; the bufinefs i Poraffive there^ 
fn he was not. His poinard, it feems indeetf^- 
vns found {licking in the dead body ; but the 
thruft was not given by his own hand ; for 
George T^ovglas fiiatched out the Kin^s^ 
poinard, and ftruck the mai> with it firft of allly 
kavrngit in bis body, for a kind of fcreen for^ 
themfelves. Ruthvm fails not to mcntiofi thae 
the Kingf s dagger was found-in the dead bo4y * 

but 
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but doth not tell how it came to be there ; 
becaufe he uranted that it ihould be reckonr 
ed the King's own aft. But behold how 
ttddilh a thing it is to conned falihoods! The 
very fuppofition that the King ftabbed Rizio^, 
direftly overturns the main point which Ruti- 
ven himfelf was labouring all along by words 
and x>aths chiefly to eftablifh, namely^ thzt Ri^ 
xio was not wounded in the room where the 
Queen fat : Now the King was all the while 
within that very room, even by his own ac* 
count. Let us next hear ^hp Kiog him- 
felf, . 

Apud Edinburgum^ xx. Martii, ^^w 2>^»e 
Mdlxv. 

XTOli A5 MUCH AS divers feditious and 
wicked perfons have malicioufly fpread 
rumours, bruits, and privy whifperings ar 
mongft the lieges o{ this realm^ flanderoufly 
and Irreverently bfickbiting the {Liqg's maje- 
fty, as that rhe late confpiracy and cruel mur- 
der, committed inprefence of the Q^een^s higb> 
nefs, and treaibnably detaining pf her maje-; 
fty's noble perfon in captivity, w^* done at 
his commandment, by his counfel, afliftance 
and approbation : His grace, for removing 
of the evil opinion which the j^ood fubje£b^ 
•aaybe induced to conceive^ through fuchj 

falfe 
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. falfd reports/ and fedicious rumourSi hith as 
well to the Queen's majcftyj as in prefenc< (b( 
/the Lords of fecret council, plainly declared 
upon his honour, fidelity, and in the word of 
ia prince, ^that he never laiew of any part of 
the faidtrealbnable confpiracy> whereof he is 
flaoderoufly and fakelefly » traduced i l^or 
never cauhfelled, commanded, confented, s^ 
fitted,, nor approved of the fame. Thus 
far only his highnefs overfaw himfelf, that at 
,the enticement and perfuafiota of the f^id 
late confpirators> his Grace, without the 
the Queen's majefty^s advice or knowledge^ 
confented to the bringing home, fijrth ofJSrtg* 
iand, of- the Earls of Murray^ Ghncair^p 
,JRoties and, other perfons being there> with 
;whom her highnels was ofibnded ^ ; which 
.hehathjQ no wife denied. And this is the 
fimple, (ail:ere and pkin truth ; to all aii4 
fundry be it made known and manifeft. by 
thefe prefents* 

... - .; * 

Mr* ^chibaldDouglai mlnifter^ or paribc^ 
of Douglas, who was one of the murderers 
of Rizio, and afterwards of the King hiuF- 
felf, writes thus to Queen Mart concern- 
ing both ; : Pl£AS£ it your Majefty. I re- 

* ceived 



Scet» 



* f . e, Groundlefly or iQtiooe&tljr. 

^ And who were in a plot to morder htmlelf. 

fc^Te, p. 2QI> H I. , „ 211. 
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iti inquiry into the ktirier 

'^ oAycA yfsiin^i>£iibfi^tjL df IDec^mier f aikj 

^ hate ieen fotne part of the tontents ta 

'-* Monir. Miimpetei amba^ador i^im mcfi: 

^ moft Chtiftian Msgefty : Sock which are d- 

• gnecaWe to yonaf prmcdy cBgiiky'j J» by the 
• " ^ne your highncfe defire i^to ftiioi^ the true 
'^<iaufeofmybansfliine&t; and you^o^ers of 
'i« :(«[votir^ if I ftattbe JnnDcem of cbeiieAious 
' * (aficoiainhted on the perfen<if your husband 
•^ of good memory. The faid ambaflador dedar- 
>ed uifto me^ that if yoor iitfsbaod^a tfeurder 
^ oouid be iaidnpon me, you coul4 not fi>li- 
f cite my cavfevnor any perfon^s conteraed iti 
-^ that execrable faift ; but would tev^^nge the 
•'lame. Yout majefty^s od^r of tte iniiocenoef 
^^ of that crime is n«>ft favourable ;' and the de- 
<* iire to know the fame moft equitable ; And 
"v 'therefore I ihall 4k> the fame with ail fimplici- 
kiy, fiacerfty andtruth, to the etii your moft 
v/pFUicely dignity may be my helper^ if my in- 

' nocencycanfufGciemly appear; aodprocunel 

* my condemnation, if I be culpable id any 
/ diing, excepti]>g the knowledge of the evil 
^'difpofed miads of the moft of the nobility^ 
^ againft your faid husband, and not revealing 
•* of it ; which I am affured was as fufficicnt- 
^ ly known to bimfelf, and to all that had a- 
*• ny judgment in that realm : Which. I alfo 
'was conftrained to underftand, as I. was 
f cfpedally concerned between the Earl of 

''. ..... ^Morto.^j^ 
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djf king if fenfy^ fe^ly. : ^^ 

^ ^6trf&n, aii<i a goorf frumber Jof the nofcili- 
^ ty, that then, with all huhrilky, ihf Preceded 

* aiybiirmajeffy^shaTid^forhb reKdf; as is 
^ tnbihe e%ecia^lly cotit^m^dm thfe dfefcrafatioti 
•^ foWbwihg ; in which I aih e£>hft>ainfed, for 
"^ my owtt jaflfifit:ation;tb fcal! to 3rour tnajefty'^ 
^ retn^mbrariee, • tht)ugh* 1 ain affiited> to 
^ my grief, the* t'ei^ing thereof will offend 
** your princeijr liilncf; 

* May it pleafe ydiir Majefiy to remfefeber^ 

* that in the year i^66^ the (aid Earl ofMor"- 

* ^d/^, with divert of the nobleitien and gentle- 

* rtien>.were dedared febeb to your ]R^jeftyi 

* for the* infolent mm-der committed in yout 
^ b\vii.ehamber^* which; they alledged*, was 

* ^6ti6 t>y cbmmand of yout hUsWnd ; 

* Ml* affirmed that he was cbiiipclkd hf 
' them to fubfcribe that warfantyf giVen fot 
^ that (Effc£t. However) the truth of that 
' matter remains among theth ; ft is tiot my 

* bufiiieft. Trtie it is, that I was one of 

* that number, who heavily offended yout 
' Majefty, and pafled into Frdfice, the timi 
' of our banij(hment> it the defirfe of the 
^ reft, humbfy tb beg your brother^ the moft 

* chriftiah Kihgi to ititferc^ed fot us i Altho* 

* divets ofnofmall feputatioh in that realm; 
** were of opinion, that the faid fail: merited 

* rather to be requefte*4 fot, than pardom 
* 'cd^ &c.^ 

t t' Mr* 
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>g4 - Inquiry into the Murder 

Mr. T)ouglas is fo far miftaken, when h€ 
writes that the King faid he was compelled 
jby the confpirators to fubfcribe the warranty^ 
for we have leen^ that he conftantly denied 
that ever he fubfcribed it, or was made privy 
to their defign ; and it is certain that he ever 
.afterward bore them ill will. He once upon 
the 29th of 5^^/^/w^^r, refufed to enter the 
palace becaufe three or four Lords were then 
prefent with the Queen ; ^tnd^peremptorily 
infifted that they Ihould be gone, before he 
would condefcend to come in ; although, lay 
the Lords of the privy council ^, ' they were 
' three; of the greateft Lords of the kingdom :' 
Probably the Earls, ^^rgyU, Murray, and 
Rothes / for from the council-book it appears, 
that thefe three were at court about that 
time* He alfo urged that fecretary Letbing^ 
ton, Sir John Bellenden, juftice-clcrk, and 
Mr. James Afjc^/7/ clcrkregifter, flxould be 
turned out of their offices, for being acceflbry 
to th^t murder. There was. however no clear 
proof, but only againtt the clerk-regifter, 
who was therefore turned out and banifhed; 
altho* there were no fmall grounds of fufpici- 
on againft the other two ; for the juftice^ 
clerk's brother, and two of the fecretary'g 
fervants, were aftu ally prefent at the commit, 
tiog that impious deed* 

Ce^rgt 
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of King Henry Darnly; tSy 

George Buchanan ^ treating of this affair, 
fays, * Proclam^ion wa$ made by a herauld, 
^ (and that not without laughter, amidft (b 

* much publick Tadnefc) that no perfon ftiould 
' fay that the king was either partaker in 

* T)avid^z flaughter, or privy to it :* Which 
fentence is defeftivc in two refpefts ; firft, 
as is ufual with him, in point of veracity ; 
for the proclamation is purely dcclara*- 
tive, without any authoritative injunftion. 
Secondly, it is not very conformable to good 
fen(e : For Iqt it be fuppofed that the King 
did really grant that warranty, yet none 
could have known that beddes himfelf and 
fome, of the chief confpirators, and few of 
thofe too, feeing Archibald Douglas could 
not tell whether it was fb, or not : And they 
being all fled, others furely had no founda^ 
tion lor laughter, or derifion, on that account. 

After all I do not believe but that they 
had indeed drawn up that paper before hand, 
in order to get it fign^d by the King ; for 
had it been an after-compofitipn, it is reafon- 
able to think that fonie wicked things that are 
in it^ vtrould certainly hs^ve been on^itted. 



r r « CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. 

Of the- mcft material tntnfadtions, 
from the murder of Rizlo, ^o th$ 
murder of the King. 

UPon the fifth day of ^/r/7, the Lords of 
th^ privy council judged it moft com^ 
modious for the common weal of the coua.^ 
fry, if it might; fland with $he Queen's rpa, 
jelly's pleafure, and with, the health of her 
body, that ihe ihouid r^m^n in the caftle 
i)f Edinburgh ^ till |he ftpuld he deliver- 
ed of her hiffh. And in cafe hpr tnajefty 
ihouid pafs tp any other part to recwifl# the 
council ihouid ftill ftay in Edinburgh, and 
ibme noblemen ihpuld abide with the Qwen's 
piajefty, where her Grace remained ^. 

There was great need for this precaution j 
for by the laft feiitence, excepting one, in 
Morton and Ruthvcnh letter to Xhrokmorlon 
above-recited \ ?t is certain enough that 
there \yas a oew confp iracy in agitation a- 
piongft the reft of the religious brethren, for 
relieving them in fqm^ f^ch manner as they 
had ufed to bring home the brethren ; which 
^e^^ K feems was to Jia^^e been accompliih- 

■ ■ ■ ■ cd 

I P|>. Keith's Hill. fol. p. 33ir* ??• ?^^* 
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^ JBwg H(B»ry ©arnly. ' Wf 

ed during tbe time that the- QnoeB Ihouid 
Jjave been in cfbildbedt ^ Sir yames MimJ/ 
writes, that on the pretence for preventing 
^y thing of tlus kind, * the Earls of Huui* 
^ ly and -5^/i5wWA together with the Bilhop ol 
? Rjofs, envying the favour which the Queen • 
^ ihewed to the Earl oS. Murray^ took ooqa- 

* fion, when her majefty^s delivery drew newt 
^ to fierfwade her to imprifon him, till jhe 

* ihould bedelivered, alledgingthat they wero 
f afluredly advertifed that he and his de-pen- 

* ders were refolved to bring home the bamiftir 
' edLords^ even at the very time of her child- 
^ b^riqg : For they thought if once he j^iV//rr» 
f ray\ were warded, .they fkould find enou^ 
' of devices to caufe him to be kept and diP 
f graced ; efpeciaHy when he ihould be ab^ 
f fent, and not have opportunity of anfwerj^ 
? and reQltiQg their calumnies : Whereof hec 
i Majefty, (continues MelviU) gave me ^ 
f account, defiring xne to mind her of their fe* 
f cret dcfigns againft Murray^ without ^y 
f juft caufC;, flowing only from their o^t% 
t iiatred, who had devifed the fame. 

It hath been ihewn already, by the teftimo^ 
ny of Morton and Autkv^n themfelves ^, thai 
they did exspeft to be feo^n relieved hyJM^r^ 
ray and their other a/Ibciates, in Gke maotief 
^ they had lately relieved him : And it is 

f^etty 
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tW Inquiry Into the Murder 

pretty certain that the privy council were 
very apprehenfive of fuch a deCgn/ when, by 
their aft already mentioned, thfey find it moft 
convenient for the common weal, that, if it 
might ftand with her Majefty's pleafure, an4 
health of her body, fhe fliould remain withf 
in the caftle o£ Edinburgh till her deliverance ; 
for both that caftle and StirlingczAle are 
tonhealthful places ; on which account the 
Queen would have chofen neither of them j 
nor would her council have given her fuch 
idvlce, had it not been to difappoint confj^i- 
racies. Any man therefore, who is acquaint- 
ed with MehilPs other treacherous praftices, 
will be apt to conclude, not only that his nar- 
rative of this matter is full of gro6 prevari^ 
cations, butalfo that he himfelf has been in 
that very plot, which he denies to have exift- 
ed ; and in this he feems to have* ferved the 
mother juft as truftily as he afterwards ferve4 
her fon, when, being fent by him with fome diC 
jpatches, hebothafted contrary to his commiC 
(ion, and forgot to return with the anfwers ; 
For which his Majefty gave him only this 
gentle reproof, that he was Oorhie^s meffen-, 
ger s as we are informed by himfelf. 

Mehill however writes, ' that the Queen 
f went to Stirling, intending tQ \y in there : 

♦Thithep 

* A proverb with us, alladingto the raven fent out of 
Jbt ark hy Noah. See Melvill's memoirs^ p. 170. 
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of King Henry Dsirnly. tt<^ 

^ Thither the King followed her, and from 
' that to Attoway. At length ihe caroe back 

* to the csi&lcc£ Edinburgh ; and that it wa» 

* thought fhe fled from^the King's company/ 
In which there is no appearance of truth. It 
is evident from records under the great 
feal and privy, feal, by the council book, and 
by original letters of that time, that the 
Queen had not gone to Stirling before the 
5th of ^friJf when the z& of council was 
made about her remaining in the caftle of £• 
iinburgh ; and it is highly improbable, that, 
after the aft was made, (he ihould have chan* 
ged her mind. An hundred evidences I havcf 
feen, that ihe was at Edinburgh from the 
xix. day of March, till July, but have met 
with none that could jDbiew her to have beea 
eliewhere. Knox alio informs us, that about 
Eafter the King went to Stirling ; that great 
numbers reibrted to mafs in the chapel of Ha- . 
ty-rood'hou/e, albeit the Queen remained fiiU 
in the caftle, with her priefts of the chapeir 
royal. To the fame purpofe too Buchanan 
writes, ' that foon after the ides, or xiii. day of 

* ^pril^ the Queen perceiving the time of her 

* delivery to approach, retired into the caftle 

* ofEdinburgh\B\it as fhe folemnizedthe feaft 
oiEafter there, which that year happened oa 
the xiv. day of April, it is certain enough 
that fhe mufl have retired thither rather bo. 

fore 
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fore t&e thirteenth dajr, than- after it; AniJ'id 
Hiat caftle of Eii/iittrgh fee brotJgh^ forth- her 
Ibnv tipon the xix; day of Juw Mi^tivi. 
afcom ten d'dock in the fbrenoefli 

The Qtrecm upon, hw t^e^bveryj paft t« 
iAlhway by water, in thfe tod of the fiejrt 
inonth of ^/y; fo that^ J^fefo/V/ has inverted 
the orrferof time, when he writes that tbii 
Was before her d'clirety. Smalt anachronifinft 
bf thi^ fotr are too- cornttion, and althotigh 
thej^ are not fo tiftpardonabfe, when people Call 
into therti without defigny yet do they fome^ 
times contribute to confound* tiife truth rf 
BiftoTy> na le(s than pure fiftions; George 
IS^chnari^s zccoUii\t of thi^ rtiattei* i^^ ' That 
^ ifee Qtfeen, fearing as It were> Ifefr her faveo* 
*^ to the Eatf of .B^/iSW/ flltaiia not befuffij. 
^'cieritfy matiiFcfted> bnce upon adajf, very 

* early in the morning, with one or two attea^ 
'^ diants pafled doYhi to Ne*whavtn, and wirfi*- 

* out letting^any mortal' kftow whithef flic #4s 
*' hurrying, went om board a finall veflel that 
'^ lay there ifi readinefs* It ^had been prepa- 

* ed by WMlium and 'Bdmund B'lackdij^rf, 
> £(fe;/7ri 'Robert/on an J 5r*(?iWtfx T>ickjbni all 

* of tliem dependants on theEarlof jPi^ri&wrf/', 
' and pirates notorious for rapacity* Witft 
*■ this retinue of robbers then, fays he,^o the 

* great aftonifhment of all good men, fee put to 
^' fea, without taking alongft with her fo'much 

IS 
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tip j?/*y Henry l^ai^niy* 4^1 

♦'i tts^cne of *v^t»^fervafttfr of higher rink : And 
':?iw :/itfi7«i//jyf'^(taftfe/ wh^ the fliip 'arrived, 
*'fiie dcmfeaftedlieffetf for fofeie day^^as if flie^ 
*- ilk* forgot 3iT>t'dttiyi royal (figftity, fcot even' 
• Itfe€ ttioddfty ctf ififctrbn;* In which narrati* 
cmUfeereare^iiol a few bkmifhes ) kt^firftp 
"When he affitf»»> tbatth^Qpeeii made thistouf ^ 
m^ order t(yfiift«iifefi4iergre^t regard \o Botb^ 
tn^tUi and y^'ddih notniakeit to appear from' 
rfhy thing rli^ h^tXiytt i^vxBotb%uell wis in 
lier retmue* '^cMdly,yfhm\\t tells that ho 
body kttiew ^hkher her Majcfty iVas bound ; 
and with the fame breath abquaJnts tis> that 
aifiip lay id rtteid^fe for receiving hen How* 
'e^ef, if it fkalt be/asked^ Whether j?^i«er^// 
<lkl not a^iMli^ii^ accompany the Queen to \AU 
hwuff at thi9 jnnidurie f \\\t kiioft^ probable 
il^'he^ did;^ £)f if he Wftstiot either fickiOir 
abfont upon imMseiTarybttfinefei it fiirely wcU 
b^6alinehfm> Ui hereditary admiral of jS£?^/Ai;;iy 
t^^t<^nd the QueM byfea. Hence alfo the 
reaibn i* evidferfii-iwhy WilUm^xA Edmund 
Rlacad$rJi WgetiilBr' with the reft of Botb-^ 
'wiWt' depdndems> did pMpare 'the fhip for 
the Queen^ even becaufe they were the Lordi 
\&^ adaiirkl^^ eapts^n^atld ofH<ser»; Thcfe are 
the men wbidni\5l/^v&^m^ ii^Wi^ noted pirates ) 
although h' had tieytr been! heard that tha 
Vsoiii oi^B^tbwell' admiral^:; or his officers, 
bad been concerned in any piracies. Suchan* ' 
. ff * an.. 
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192 Inquiry into the Murder 

an copied thefe tales into his hifiory> out of 
his owa infampus detedtion^ but not with that 
(mall confiftency and coherence in which 
they (land there : And inWriiinghis detedi- 
on, he took tbc^ hint from, a paper which 
J^wrray prefented to Quee^ Elizabeth at the 
cpnferences at ff^eftmihfter^^ whcre^ . among 
many other ftories^ which .caB4>eprpved to 
be untruths, frotn publick records, they fay, 
T'hat July 20. er tberenhut^ Qj^^n Maicy 
Jiedtbc Kir^^Sitompany, anifofl by boat wit i 
tie pira'tejt t^-A\h>vrzy, ti^befe the King com- 
ing, wasrepiiijid .^^ 

• But ihc.badi Jiot, according la George Bu- 
ebftnan, io m\x^^^ one fervant.'ior Officer of 
rank, ornore) jriiher train. If fo, the Earl 
ef BotbweH {\\x^j\ vri$ not th^e; for he was 
the grteteft tffi(:er wifhiri bbet Jti^g^om, both 
by fea. and Jwd;. ^And If neither: he, nor any 
Qther office^ dr.'feryffcnt. of iny. rank went 
along ; this- expedition could 'ip no ways an- 
fiver the end. of manifeftiijg fier Majefly's 
high regard'for that [E^rl, ftir which Bucba- 
nan fays it waft interjded. . The truth of the 
matter i^i the. Qfieen .afliually had hermini- 
fters of ftatc , about her, as \% evident by a 
number of charter^ und^r both, the great and 
privy feals, as &Mq her. priyy council, which 
met zt Altoivay u^ori the xxyiifc oijuly, as 
.: . •; - ■' '. • ,:-.. ' ap.* 

• ' » Sec Anderfon's coIlcdioas/voL 2.p. 269. 
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cf Iti^g Henry Darjil^. 29^ 

tippears from their publick ^ proclamation of 
that date, ' charging all- Lords, Barons, Free- 

* halders, ti^k- within the iheriffdomes of E- 

* dinburgbi Berwick, Selkirk, P^lis, Z*- 

* rtark^ itjsnfrewy Clackmannan] Kinrofs^ Fife, 

* and within .the, conftabulary of Hadington, 
•'that they, with their fubftantial houftiolders 

' atid friends, all furnilhed in warlike manner, 
' ihould come to Peblis, upon the xiii. 
' day of ^ar^«/? to meet the King and Queen, 

* who for punifliing offenders, and efta- 

* biiihing juftice univerfally, were to paft 

* through the whole realm, beginning at thfe 
' borders/ Which proclamation is^ ingrofled 
in the record of privy-council. From which 
record it alfo appears that the Queeh had 
not gone to Atloway fo foon as the xx. day 

' of July, as Murray and Morton did aflert ; 
for by another aft entered therein, we find 
that the King, the Queen and privy-council 
were all at Edinburgh upon the xxiv. and 
that her Majefty was ftill at Edinburgh upon 
the XXV. of that month> appears by a charter 
under the privy feal «. They had returnecl 
to Edinburgh vi^onx\\e xxix. on account of 
fome bufinefs, as it would feem, which could 
not well betranfafted elfewhferej for there 
are charters granted both at Jlloway and 
Edinburgh that^ very day ^ And there arc 
f f 2 others 

» P* S. Reg, Bb. 3 J, fol. 5$v ^Ibid. fcl 60. ifc. "' 
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^94 . i5f jwiry into the Murder 

others bearing date at Haly-roadrioufe upon 
the xxxi. On which day alfp the privy- 
council fitting at EJiffhr^f) ^did appoint let .: 
. ters to be direded to the provoft^ baillies^ and 
inhabitants of Jedburgh^ cbargiog them to 
^prepare meat, drink, and lodgipg$ for men and 
^borfes for the ailizes orjuftice court appointed 
to be held there upon the xyii. day oUAugufi^ 
at which the King and Queen declared they 
intended to be prefent. Upon the firft day 
.of Auguft^ it feems the Queen and couFt 
;Went back again to Alloway ; for there are 
-charters granted both at Edinburgh and Ai- 
ioway bearing that ,datp ». Nor wi^s her 
Majefty attended to that place by her, pri- 
vy council and oflBccrs of ftate qnly, but 
>^lfo by Monfr. de Mauvijper^e the French am- 
l>a0ador \ And the King her husband was 
picafed to (lay there two nights ; although 
Bmhamn writes, * That wh^n the King had 
^ followed her ,to Alkway by land, he hard' 

* ly. got a f<fw hpurs allowed him for bis 

* fervants tq refrelh themfelycs } but as a 
1^ trouhlefome difturber pf her pleafures, he 

* was conypaanded to return to the place 
Vfron;i whence he came/ Now the Queen 
at this fecpod time did not 0ay at that 
ijplace abpYe.twe or three nights, at moft ; for 
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f>f King Henry Darnly. : it^ 

we find that upon the iv; d^y dl AugiiR 
file was come back to Edinburgh ». 

Before the middle of the month o^JtuguJf, 

the King and Queen had p^ft to their foreft 

oi Et trick, to recreate themftlvcs by hunting 

the deer ^ ; but the game had been fo entire* 

ly dcftroyed, that they could get no paftime 

thece of thatkind, as they themfelves declare, 

.in their privy council holden at JRadono th& 

xvi. dayqf^bat month, at which time they 

enabled a proclamation to be made for ob(er« 

vingthe ails of parliament, and former procla- 

.mations againft fliooting deer : Neverthelefe 

they remained in that country for fome days, 

and were at Traquair the xix. day of that 

-month c. From thence their Majefties went 

.towards the w^ftern Highlands to hunt there, 

and .were at ^rymen on , the : xxx, day of 

,Jluguft d, ftud they had come to Stirling hi 

the beginning of September ^. 

George BuchanafC% poetical fancy feems to 
have been much exhaulled when he wrote of ^ 
thefe matters ; and being unable to invent a- 
ny particular fc|pd3l on this occafion, he in- 
velopes himfelfuifder a general one ; for with 
him the Queen his great bcncfaftrefs, wlic- 

ther 

• Ibid. foL ^1. b HoliAfiiead!8 hlft. of Scotland. 
Bp. Keith's hjft, p. 345. and his Append, p. 469. 
<^ P. S. Reg. Ub. 35, fol.^3., d ibiS. fol. 57. c ibhf. 

my 68. 69. ' 
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ther her husband was with her or not, mufl 
be abufed continually : ^ In t^ie time of 
^ thefe hutitiiigs, fays he, how peevifhly, 

* how prefumptuoufly, and difdainfuUy Ihe 

* behaved' to the King, what need I to re- 
' hearfe ? For the thing was done in the face 

•^ of the world, and is imprinted in their me- 

* mories/ So have I frequently known in- 
confidcrate people, when pofed for an im- 
probable or incredible ftory, to alledge that 
every body knew the matter to be fo, when 
notwithftanding they were not able to con- 
defcend upon one fingle perfon by name. 
This calumny is fo inconfiftent with the 
Queen's well known mildnefs, genteel beha- 
viour, and conftant equal temper of mind, that 
it alone by itfelf, might fuffice to difgrace ten 

' Buchanans/ and to difcredit his hiftories, in fo 
(ar as they depend upon his own aflertions, 
with all men of ordinary judgment. But why 

*fliould oneconfume time in refuting him in 
his vague generals, when, by records and 
authentick deeds, he (lands fb amply and 
clearly convifted of forgcfy and impudent 
falfhood, in all the particulars which he hath 
amafled to the Queen's difparagement. 

Towards the end of September, the Queen, 
at the requeft of her privy-council, returned 

•iTrom Stirling to Edinburgh^ to give orders ^* 
bout fome affairs of ftate, which, without 

hcf 
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hct peribii^l prifence, fcould nbt ' W got dif- 
patched. She defired thattbe King her hus- 
band would accompany her, but it was lutf 
choice to remain at Surlmg. : §he had been 
but few days at Kd'tnburgbr when (he reccin 
yed a letter from t]ieEarl o£ Lenopc theKing'sf 
father, acquaintm^ her, that his.- fon had a; 
projeA in his head of retiring out of the king- 
dom beyond fea, in a fort of deipair ; for 
wihich. purpofe he had a ihip lying in readi- 
ne(s : That he had endeavoured to divert his 
Ibh from that enterprife, but ^ in vain: 
deiiring therefore that her Majefty would ufe 
her influence with her husbaiid to that efFeft^ 
The king himfelfalfo had before this time^ 
acquainted Mr. Le Croc the French ambaG 
fador at Stirling that he had fuch a defign* 
The Queen received the Earl otLenox^ let- 
ter upon the xxix. day oi September, andf 
that fame day the King himfelf arrived at tea 
o'clock at night, but refufed to enter ther 
palace, becaule three or four Lords wer^ 
ther:e prefent with the Queen ; and peremp- 
U)rily inlifted that they ihould be gone^ be^ 
fore he would condefcend to come in »^ 
Therefore the Queen was obliged to go out 
without the palace to meet him, and condudl, 
him into her own apartment. The Qiieen- 
acquainted him when a-bed with thfe contents 

I » Sec above, p. 384, 
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ofhte ft tberV letter ; befeechkig fefen to fle^ 
clare his reafofti- f6r his intended voyage ; 
but cditld^St no fatUfa^ion^ • Ok the mor- 
>ovr therefore fbe conveenedtHep privyjcouih 
dl; together' wkh the /ir^ir^A ambaflador ; 
.and y^hn Lefi^ Kftiop of i&/x, by the' 
Queen'^ tommasidment, declar^ the lSkn^% 
indention before: them'; and I his father^ 
fetter was produced and^iread in their prc«^ 
ftocCk "Wiflch bcbg dorie^. firft the Lordt 
of privy-council' defited. the King to ac^^ 
<|uaint tteeiiyviifhcther he had taken; a re(bla^ 
tion to depart but of the realm by lea ? And 
if he had^ for what reafofa, and upon what 
dcfign ? Sitt: he feemed to have no incHnatiofl 
to give' theni any fatis&fiion* Then the 
^neen, taking him \>j the: hand, befcughc 
Hm for G6d}9 fake to dedaret whether ihe 
had given htoaiiy occafionfor-any fuch in- 
"ttntioh ?^ Afftd^entreated that he would ^eal 
jJainly> and' riot: fpare hen Laftly, tbei 
French ambaffiuiar addrefled him in terms 
becominghis diarafter, when called to be pre* 
fent <ibbUt ^ affair fb extraordinary. But he 
would not ackhowledge that he intended any 
ftich voyiige, or laboured under any difcon- 
tent. In particular he declared^ that the 
Queen had given him no ground for any ; 
and with that he Lefr4:fae chamber of prefence^ 
ttfing thefe words to her Majefty, A- 
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dUtf, Madatu^ .ymi [hdl, nop fee my face for jilong 
while : And bidding farewell to the French 
ambaflador, and alfo to the Lords\)f privy- 
c^ouncil. .. 80911 thereafter he fent a letter to 
tfie<2peen; written in a fort of difguifed ftile, 
fig^ifyi^g that h^. ^^m had a defign to leave 
jtke kingdom^ and ^xpreHlng the reafbns of his 
dilple^fure^r which were two: Viz. That 
her Majefty trufted liim not with fo much aur 
thority^ no(r was now at fuch pains to ad- 
vance him,, and make him to be honoured in 
the nation, :as at 6rft : And that no body at- 
.tended him; for the nobility did forfake his 
company. To vrit, he wanted to have the 
whole adminiilratjon put into his hands; but 
.how unwifely, ?he Queen would have afted if 
ihe had done fo, muft be obvious to every 
body. It hath been ihewn already % by the 
piutual contrafts. betwixt him and Murray^ 
and his party, that he had a deGgn to diveii: 
the Queen of the government, entirety by 
their means, and to feize it himfelf : And 
this they had obliged themfelves to bring a- 
.bout, and to banifli or flay every mortal that 
ihould oppofe or gainfay him in that matter, 
.providing that he would prevent their forfei- 
ture. He had; fulfilled his part : But they 
were fo unthankful, that they flxunned his 
company ; And feeing they did fo, who had 
t t * re- 

? p. '227. 
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reccivd fo great a favour by Ms means, it wa« 
not to be wondered at, if others of the nobifi* 
ty, whom he and Murray, &c. had deftined 
for deftriiftion, fhould fliun himalfo, 
' King Henry being thus gulled and £(kp* 
pointed by Murray and his party, and ha- 
ving mo reafon to «xpca: any other s^ftants 
at ht>me for accompliflung his deiign^ he de- 
termined to feck help from abroad : For that 
feems to have btten the end of bis intended 
journey. * He wrote, fays JSr)7W, totheFope, 
•^ to the King of Spain, and to the King of 

* France, complaining of the ftate of the coufi- 
^ try, which was all out of order j all be* 

* caufe that mafe and popery were not agam 

* erefted ; giving the ti'hole blame thereof to 

* the Queen, as not managing the carholiek 

* caufe aright. By fome knave, fays he, this 
^ poor Prince was betrayed ; and the Queen 

* got a copy of tbefe letters 5nro her hands, 

* and therefore threatn^d him fore : And 
' there was never after that any appearance 

* of love betwixt them.' Knox ought not to 
iiave written the iaft part of this fentence ; 
4br furdy there was appearance of love, on 
Tthe Qiieen's fide at leaft t And that her Ma- 
jefty threathed her husband, is fo inconCftent 
with every part ofher conduft, of which we 
^av0 any^ i:erttfimy, that it ean nevjer meet 
'^ - ' with 
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with, credit upoa the bare.authodty of a maa 
like Knox. 

. .The relation which is here given of tKe 
King's intended journey, is taken from the 
. accounts of that matter which were font to the 
court of France, both by the privy council of 
Scotland, and by the French ambalTador, in the 
month oiOSlober. But George Buchanan tells 
another ftory. To make his narration tally 
the better with the forged letters, he puts off 
this affair ,^ which realjy was tranfa&ed in. 
September, till January thereafter* * When 

* the Queen heard, fajs he, that the King 

* was recovered, as having overcome the poi* 
' fon, by the vigour of his youth, and ftrength 
Vof his natural conflitution, a new plot was 
' dcvifed for cutting him off, and fome of the 

* nobility .were made priyy to the wicked 
' defigjn ; when in the mean time news wa4 
' brought her, that tho King purpofed to fly 
^ to France or Sfain^ and that he had con- 
[ ferred on that affair with fome Bnglijhmen^ 
'who had a ftiip ftationed in the Frith of 
' Clyde : Some were of opinion that a proper 
' opportunity prefented itfelf why the Qiieen 

* fliould fend for him,and if he refufed to come, 
' that he fliould be flain openly : Nor were 

* there wanting people who promifed their aC 
f fiftancc. Others adviled that the wicked 
I deed jQxould be executed |)rivateiy ; They 

~ rt i ' ' 'alt 
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* all agreed, that it ought to be done fpcedily, 
' before he were throughly recovered.' And 
yet we fee from the beft authorities, that this 
matter had been examined and canvaff^d in 
council in his own prefence, and the bufinefs 
all over, in a manner direftly oppofite, about 
three months before he fell fick. And it may 
be doubted whether an example can be given/ 
where any other hjftorian before Buchanan^ 
ever dared to fly fo cpnfidehtjy and fully iti 
the face of a truth, fo well known in his own 
time, z% Buchanan hath done here. 

Their Maj^fties, asr ha$ been faid already^ 
had determined to hold affizes throughout 
the kingdom, and to be perfbnally prefent 
thereat : For this^purpofe the juftice had re- 
ceived command to take up indiftmen ts, and all 
perfons tvho had any anions' to purfue or de- 
fend, had been forewarned thereof by procla; 
nation, as appdars by the g^ of fhe privy coun- 
cil the xxL day of ^uly. . Upon the xxviii.^ 
day of the fame month it had been refolved in 
council, to begin to' hold th^ firft of th^fe .courts 
at yedburgh, upon the xvii. day of -^ugujl^ 
and to fummon the noblemen, gentlemen, and 
freeholders, &c. of fevcral adjacent Ihires, to 
meet, their Majefties at P'eblis upon the 
xiii. day of that month ; and upon the laft 
day of julyWi^ inagiftrates iand. inhabitants 
ofjedbiir^h, were charged to prepare meat, 

" ' - drink i 
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tSrink andlodglhg for men ^ahd hbf fes » ; Bui? 
H>ecaiafe thehafveft was approaching, the mat- 
ter was adjourned by another aft of the privy 
council^ dated at JS^/»^«r^^ tbe^iii. day of 
^uguft. ' Their upon the xxiv. of September 
the privy council appointed the. noblemen and 
gentlemen, ^'r. of the feyeral adjacent fliiresi 
to be charged ,by pubK^k proclamation, to 
meet their Mdjefties at iV/tf/n?/}; upon the viii* 
day of OBoher ; but before that day came> 
the* King -had^ abfented himfelf ; and the 
Queen. was obliged to go wiAont him. :. : : 
: A day or two *> before Ihe; took this jour* 
ney, the iJ^rl of BothwHl, LbrdKeutenaiit.oT 
the marohe^; w^titbefwe^ttx bring in foii^e of 
the^Eflhfiy a fmall unruly tribe, living. lieat 
the border^, who, with theafliftance of iome. 
df. their neighbours, and. the* connivance' of 
th€J JS«^/i}^-wardena, bad raifed conlIdeirat>l« 
difturbancfesf in favour of the .Earl of Alofitijti 
and hifi^affociates. But tihey rhaid beforoi&ahd 

dingly caib 'of them aflauUcd (him .uilai23^rd^ 
whom/it fceras, he flew, hut] not jill hi.him* 
felf was: firffi grievoufly wounded. . 

As the firft. reports- concerning matters of 
this nature, are often not very conformable to 

truth, 

* ' » See' ibove, pi ^94. ^ It'cdiM be no fooner, for tht 
Earl Bothwdl iat in a cpnyention at Edinburgh* Scpt<jp»^ 
h^y'i. Rcg.'^PvC:-' •- , o .* . ' 
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truth, news <jame. ta Jedhurgb «bat the Earl 
of BotbwcU and fome of his men w'ere flaia, 
or rather the news were firft difperfed at ^W- 
lurgb, (or nothing Irfs was defigiied, and no^ 
thbg lefs expcd»d by fbme people there, as 
Ihail be made appear immediately. 'Next 
day therefore, being the xvi. ^AOSliker », the 
Queen and council paft boifSkJeiburgh to the 
HermitagCr with an armed force, to quell the 
infurre&ion ; but the adaflines had taken re* 
fttge in £i9^/tf/7^, as had been concerted be- 
twixt them and the EngHJh wardens. The 
Queen thinking it unfafe to truil her per/on 
Tnrther in ib bad heighbourhod, hafted back 
to Jedburgh that very night : And doubtlefs 
had ihe known that fome of the principal con^ 
trivers of the plot to murder Bothweli w^ere 
in horown retinue, namely the Earlof A/i/r- 
rfl^^anld his aiSbciaJtes, (he would have been 
ftiil more afraid. .: They had not only fbrm«» 
j^ the plot, but had likewijfe imparted their 
defigis,>a]id the mtoter of accomplHUng it to 
the Earl oi Bedford, Lieutenant of the JS«f//^ 
Aatdbes, a man vei^y zealous for reforma- 
tion, who, upon the 3d o£ jluguft, writes thus 
to fecreury Cecily * The lairds of Brtmfton 
^^ ' and 

'^ The Qacen grants a charter at the Armitage. xvi. 
iUy of OitobiT Mdlxtvi.^ i?^^. friv. Stgil, tth. isxv.fil* 

\ Origtoal Cotton Lib. Callg. B. xo. fol. 380. 
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' and Elfhinft^rty yfho were abroad with the 
' Earl of Mbrtm, have, by the Earl of Muf^ 
' rayh means, got their pardon, and arc goni 
' home. The Qjaceii thinketh, a& I hearj 

* that the Earl ofMoriMiB returned homei 
' and k come to the Lady of Crawfuri, whd 

* of old time hatli been a friend of hJs afte^ 
' the Scontfh manner : And there he is with 

* her; and the Queen fcnt a eompany td 

* fearch for hrtrt. She meaiieth fliortly to ^d 

* againft the lahd of C^yj/i/ri and his fon^ 

* with a great forcej^ and to keep a juflk6 

* court at ydworth for that purpofc : But 
^/(mediovhi if it be kept. Then Bottwetl 

* fliall come with a force, ,and fbbdue alL 

* But the gentlemen, as the Lord J%w4 
\ lairds of Cefsfuri and Buccieugij and the 

* reft of the firname, do promHe to Eve and 

* die with Cefsfitrd^ and to withftand B^i- 
^ wisll, unlefs the Queen come in perfon.* 

* The Ettrots, 'who, we feared would be- 

* come our open enemies^, have Fcnt to the 
"* Lord Warden and me, to fuffer them to ly 

* five or fix days upon our borders: And we 

* anfwered, As much as we might do, with-i 

* put breach of amity, and as the treaty will 
' any ways bear, we will ihew them fiivotrr. 
' And they promife us all quietnefs and ^ood 

* neighbourjiood.* 

Again 
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Again Xipon ,the xU. day of Jiugyfi^ ho 
writes . to .Cecil in thefe words *, ' I have 
f heard fince. Mauviffiereh going thence, that 
f the l(ii^ apd .Queen ^ave bedded together, 
'whereby, 'tis thought, fpme better agree- 
f ment mayrafue. The journey to y^ed- 
f burgh hojideth pot» Pray* remember the 
•iUird oi Grange, iw were it n9t for him, the 
* Queen's ^ajefty in this relf eft [of privy 
^intelligence?] had been but ill ferved. He 
\ hath : right well deferved/ and . therefore I 
' i;ruft yoja. will have confideration of him.' . 
J. \ I :HAVE. HEAKD that there is a device 
*jf,yw)rlcingT9ri<he Earlof J?^/i5w^//y the par- 
f. ticul^rities whereof I might have heard. 
'.But bfcaufe such DEAi,jjbTGS like me not^ 
< I de(Ire to hear no further thereof, &c. 
; The Queen in. returning from the Her mi- 
JSflg/, w4s ,fo far . affefted . by the night air, 
that the next day, being T*hurfday the xvil 
iaf; OSlohenf ihe' ^yas feized with a malignant 
.fpver, whichcominued to increafe till the xxiiL 
when Ihc found (ome fmall relief, but upon 
the xxiv. ; Ihe relapfed; and fwooned away, 
.On the XXV. at. fix in the' morning, fhe lay as 
iffhehad been quite dead for a confiderable 
time ; then failing into a great fweat, the fe- 
ver left her *> in a very weakly condition. . 

. Let 

. • » Ibid. fol. 382. ^ See the letters from Monfr. le 
tiroc and the Bp. of Rofs, to the Abp. of Clafgow^ m 
the Append, tg Bp. Keith's hift. pi 133. 
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' tiif George Buchanan* % account of thd 
Qufech*s ficfcnefs be compared with thefe iin- 
)|ueAiona|Me fafts/ and k will raife in every 
^Tit a jurt notion of the religion, modcfty and 
TcraGity of the mani ' The Queen, fays he, 

* upon her return tb.yedburgh, farnifhesand 

* prepares every thing for tranfporting Both* 

* well thither, with the higheft anxiety and 
' diligence : And after he was brought, theit^ 

* Cohabitation and familiarity was little td 

* the credit of cither. In which plade; whether 
' by reafort of their t6ils by night and by day, 
< ndt Very feemly evert for themfelves, but 
•* difgraceful In thd people's feyes ; or whe- 

' ther thro' fdme fetrfet providence of God 3 
' the Queea cc^ntrafted a diftemper fo ex- 

* treme and peftilent, thdt no body entertaia- 

* cd almoft any hopes of lief life/ 

From what we have feen already, the 
Queen was itioftr certainly in extreme danger 
of her life ; but sis to the other ftrange and 
Unbecoming aAions'her^ enumerated^ feeing 
they could not hate happened^ unlels be-; 
iwixt Witin^fday late in the night, when fhel 
Queen returned to Jedburgh^ and Tburfday^^ 
morning, when file fickened ; let the pro- 
blem, Whethef they Could poflibly h^ve hap- 
pened at all, or not, be difcufled betwixt Bu* 
tbafiarC% moft hardy defenders, and fey the- 
tearing Time, Jj^ucbanan further, adds, ' that 
m u * bow 
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* how foon the King was informed of tat 

* Queen's ficknefs, he hafted to Jedburgh by 
^ journies e^fceeding great:'* Although th« 
tCzA hecwixt yedbutgh abd Stirling, from 
whence, he fays> the King Came^ will not 
make one e:^ceedingly great day's jotirney. 
The like he had written a little before, of the 
Queen's tnaf-ching to the Hermitage, by g^rea^ 
joumies ; and to make his ftory pafs the bet- 
ter, he affirms that fhe pofted thither from 
Borthwick ; wheteas it appears from the pri* 
vy council book »/ ftnd other records, that 
her Majefty h^d been tiyedburgh about eight 
days before fhe fet out for the Hermitage t^^* 
and the diftance betwixt thefe places is only 
about eighteen miles. S:uch tepi-efehtation^ 
are proper enough for niiflesding foi^eigners,' 
who know not the diftanee betwixt theie pk* 
ces ; btit hpw great mttft his confidence have 
been who publiflied theni amohgft the natives! 
The worft of all is^that the Kiftg Came not to 
enquire for the Queen all the time that fhe had 
the fever, not for fome days after it had left 
ber. The French ambaflador *^rites in hii 

^ let- 

» Aft aa of tie pri^y totiftcil at Jedburgh, d^cmo 6(fo^ 
tris 1 5^66, for regulating the price of viftuals, begins thus i 
FORSAM£KIi(AS» after the Qiteen^s majdiie's coisiiqf 
to the burgh of Jedburebj complaint was made to her 
highncfs ofthegf^at exorbitant ' derth raifit, and extoifi'* 
on ufit upon (he fab;eas re|>urbg thereto in herHSendTi'f 
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letttr^AzxtA^tyadhurgh tKe xxiv. duyofOffa- 
ier,ihzt the King was at GlaJ^ow,Vini had not 
^s yet come there, tho' h^ had been advertifed 
of herMajefty's ficknefs, and had time enough 
fo have com^, had be been willing: This is a 
fault, fays he, for which I can make no apolo- 
gy a. And by a letter from the Bifliop ofj^ofs, 
mentioned already, it appears that he was not 
yet arrived at yedburgh upon the Kxvii. What 
reception or entertainment he met with when 
he came, I cannot precifely affirm; but furely \ 
k would nop be the better that the Queen wa§ 
indifpofed. 

- After ftayihg near a month at Jedburgh^ 
the Queen, with eight hundted, Or a thou^ 
fend horfemen in her retinue, firft came to 
Kelfi, where thp privy council fat upon the 
fifth and tenth days of November : Then 
taking a tour by Be/wick, ^nd along the 
Coaft by Dunbar, fee came to Craigmillar \xx 
the neighbourhood of £rf/«^wr^A, on or before 
the xxiv. day of that month ; where fee tar- 
ried for the mod part till the xiii. o^DeceniT 
her^t that fee went towards Stirling/ (ox 
baptizing the Prince. 

George Buchanan repref^nts this whole af- 
■fair of holding courts of juftice on the bor-, 
W U « ders^ 

« Append. tP Bp. Keith*s hift. p. I jj, *^ 
^ The Queetr ^as at Linlithgow th^ xiii. of Decciabef 
<m her way to Stirling, Reg. P. S. lib. 36. Jol, 49. 
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^ers, as if it had been only a jaunt for plca- 
fure, from place to place, betwixt the Queen 
and iothwell ; and it is reprjefented in the 
fame manner in a falfe journal of her pror 
feedings, prefented to Queen Elizabeth and 
her court by the Earl of J\^urray, in the 
Year ^568 *. Whiereas Ihe was attended by 
her whole court and council, and a great arnir 
ed force, for adn^iniftrjitiop of juftice, accord- 
jng tp the cpftom pf her pr^deceflbr^. One 
jnay fee it\ Hotuard^s coUeilion of letters >>> 
that b^r father held courts for the like purpole 
in thefe very ^zzt%, Jedburgh, the Hermtage^ 
and Kelfo, in January MDXLii And that 
her motf)er had dqne the fame in the months 
o^Jurte and Jiify, ip tl^eyear MpLiv. is to 
be feen ifi 5/rjK/>^'s memorial «• . Buj fuch is 
thewickedncfsofQur hiflori^n, that qutof the 
moft innppent, juft and neceflary tranfaftion^, 
he extrafts reproach apd fpandal againft the 
Qtieen. < While the Queen, and Bothwell, 
' fays V ^, were, yet both ftcj^^ flxe of her 
' fever, ar)d he qf hi? wo^nd, ihe, in great 
' feeblenefs of her bpdy, paid hini yifits e- 

* very day : And when both began to bo, 

* a little better, but befofe they had fuffi- • 
^ ciently recovered ftrength, they r^turii- 

* ed to their wonted paftirne^ and ((;) publick- 

ly 

a Append, p. 247. ^ P, 160. evil. 3. «. ,3^ 

^Det^on&hift.iib. j8. " .. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



'ef KingH^nry Darnly: gii 

^ ly too, that they feemed to dread nothing 
/ more than th^t thek lewdniefs fliould be uiV' 
/known/ He had forgotten that he had 
immediately before brought the very fame 
chargeagaiQft them, when Bafbivctlh wounds 
were yet quite green, and tvhile all other cirr 
cumftances of time and place, rendered thij 
thing impofljble ^ No man furely could have 
written thas, wlpip was aotihimfelf poflefled 
of a very lewd heart. This agrees with thje 
ftiort charafter which the Qjaeen herfelf gavi? 
pfhim, * Bu€hifj)an\% known to be a lewo 
^ MAN andAxHisisT »>. His naughty poems 
ferve likcwifp tq confirm the firft part of this 
charafter ; and his affifting in the forgery of 
letters to £^ftj>7^efi, and then offering to. fweac 
rhem upon th^ Queen s feiem^ to juftify th^ 
|aft part of it : And therefore it o.ught to have 
h^d a placjB ajnoi^gft the teftimbnies concern-* 
ing him, prefixed to his works, rather th^ 
flfiany of the reft^ which are altogether /alfe. ' 
. During her Majefty's.flay at CraigmUlar,[ 
Murray, ftill purfuing t.he old confpiracyy 
which he had formed againft the King^s life:; 
on a morning in the beginning oiDecethber;: 
he and fecretary Lethtngton came to the Earl 
pf ^rgyU\ chaniber, who was yet a-bed;> 
and after lamenting, the banilhm.eht of the EarJ 

' .; • ' . : . of; 

• See above, P. 367. ^ Letter from the^Earfof; 
Shrewsbury and Mr. Beal to Queen Elizabeth, Cottoi], 
|ilir» Calig. s^. 9. f Append, p. 143. 
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ptM$rfan, the L6fd$ LindfHy and Rufh'veh, 
with the reftof their faaion, they faid, thatthe 
ibccafioh of the murder of Jiavid Rizio, who 
was flain in the Qu^en^s majefty's pre fence^ 
was to trouble and flop the parliament iti 
Dirhich the Earl of Murray (hould have been 
declared rebel and forfeited : And feeing that 
the fame was done for the^Earl o{Murray% 
irelfare^ it would be efteemed ingratitude in 
hhn^ if he, . and kis friends, in repjprocal 
ttianneri did not enterprize all that was m 
their power fpr the relief of rhofe banifhed 
|)erfons : Whereof they thought that ^r^ 
gyle, for his parr, Ihould have been as defirr 
bus a^ they were, ^rgyle agreed to do for 
Aeir relief every thing in his power that 
Would not offend the Queen. Letbington 
lold him,Tbat the mofl ready and befl way tq 
obtain Mortmh pardon, was to promife tot 
the Queen, to find means to divorce her Ma- 
jefty from the King her husband, who had fo 
highly offended her, -^rgyle doubted how 
that could be dpne, XJppn which Letbing- 
ton undertook; that Murray and he hijRifelf 
fliould find th$ means to make the Que^i}; 
quit {^free'} of him, liArgyk ^n^ the Earl 
rf Huntly would only wink at the matter : 
Tliey applied to Argyle $rft, becaufe itwa$* 
m^fl probs^ble and reafonable that he fhould 
exert Umfclf for the relief oiMmm, fteirig 

.be 
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be himfelf^ as well as ikferroy and the othcrSjj 
had efeaped from being foi^fcited by MortonH 
means* Th^n^they fent.for the Earl of Hunt* 
ty, and propo^Hided thq matter to hJm ; and; 
for his cpnfenr^ promifed that diey fhould get 
him reftor^ed. to his lands and offices^ to whidi 
hehgd as yet been reftored only in part^ and 
the aft of forfeiture agamft him and his 
friends flood ftill unreduced 1 tn which 
inatter they aflured him not only of their owa 
friendniip and affiftancCi but alfo that Mor^ 
t^n and his accomplices Ihould do the Ukfti 
Huntly anfwered, that he Ihould make no flop 
to any thing that might be profitable and hon 
qourabIe> and efpecially wherein the Queen^s 
pleafyre and w^elfare might coniilL Thai! 
they all font went to the Earl of SaikweW% 
chamber^ to (bund his mind, and get his isid^ 
vice in the matter, who did not gainsay any 
fnore than the others ; and no wonder, for 
Huntly was; his brotherin-la^ ; on which ac^i 
count he'would be ready to fludy his adiraiK: 
tage, Befides Murray and Letbington had; 
made all the other three believe that the pro^ 
pofal had come original^ fromtheQueen. •' ' 
In the laft place, all thele five perCmi 
went together to her majefty ; zxxdi Letbington 
having recounted a great number of grievous. 
and intolerable ofiences that the King hec 
husUnd had moft ungratefully given her, 

and 
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and how he every day proceeded from ill W 
worfe, he propofed^ that if her Majefty wouhl 
pardon the Earl of Morton, and the Lordsr 
Rutiiren and Lirtdfif^, with their accohiplices, 
he and the others, then prefent (honld find 
means to procure her divorce from her hus- 
fcand, in which matter her majefty fhbuld not 
need to intermeddle ; enkrging upon the 
great neceflity that flie had to take refolutionf 
uberein for her own eafe and that of the realm, 
becaufe he troubled both heffelf and all of 
them, and ^^ould not ceafe till he did her 
feme evil turn, to which it would be difficult 
for her to find a remedy^ v 

The Qiieen anfwered,. That flic' wouldT 
hear them only i^on two conditions : Fifft, 
diac the divorce could be made lawfully ; 
and fecondly, that it would m>t be prejudici- 
al to her fon : Otherwife fee would rather 
endure all torments than confent* That per- 
haps her husband* would change his opinion ;- 
and that it were better that fee herfelf feould 
pafs to France for fome time, till he feould 
acknowledge himfelf. They undertook tor 
bring about every thing rightly for her Wel- 
fare, and the fccurity of her fon. But the 
Queen difcharged them to do any thing which 
might fpot her honour or confciencc, praying 
them rather to let things continue in the fame 
• Eftate in which they were, abiding till God 
.... oi 
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fef his gQoducfs fhould provide a remedy : 
That they, believing to db her a fervice, 
might pofChly db fomething that might turn 
to her difpleafurei But Leihhgton ftill infift- 
ftd that her Majcfty ivould leave the manage* 
ioent of the matter to them, and then ihb 
ihould fee nothing but what wa$ goodi and 
all apprdved by parliametit. For thefe i-ea- 
lons, the Earls oiHuntly and Argyh did de* 
^|are that, as the murder of the King follow- 
ed (oon thereafter, ' they judged in their 

* confciencesi and held for certain trutb> 

* that the Earl of Murray arid fecretary Le- 
' thinghti, were the authors, inventers^ devi- 

* fers, coiinfejlors, and caufers of his murder, 
^ iti whatfoever manner, or by what perfona 
^ foever the fame was executed :' As may 
ho feeti at length in their proteftation upon 
that head ^i And it is thought that no man 
in his fenfes^ who confiders the matter^ will 
be of another opinion, efpecially if he is ac 
quainted with any of Murrayh former or 
^fter prafiices. ^Tis Very likely that this 
device of the divorce was. contrived in order 
to baftardizd the Prince, and fo to fet him and 
Murray upon a leveL 

I am well aware that Monfr. ie Aapift 
ttb^yras^ in his hiftory of England ^ falls foul 
upon Camden for giving an abridgment of 

% K this 

* Appcni p. ii6» 
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this proteftation of thefe two Earls ; affirm- 
ing that it muft be a forgery ; and with a 
great deal of jargon, founded on ignorance, 
and interlarded with nonfenfe, he attempts 
to evince the forgery. In anfwer to all which 
it is enough to remark, that Murray* % own o- 
riginal anfwer to this proteftation is ftill ex- 
tant. For he, good man ! having been be- 
fore publickly acc»fed of that murder *, to 
his face, and being challenged too on that 
account by Lord Herrys, had modeftly de- 
clined either to anfwer, or fight. Challen- 
ges by notorious aflafllnes, fuch as Lord 
Lindfay , zndi Kirkcaldy the laird oi Grange, 
were, in his way of reafoning ^, no fmall pre- 
fumptions againft the Earl of Bothwell ; at 
leatt he would have them to be fo efteemed : 
But challenges againft himfelf were to be eva-^ 
ded by fubterfuges, till he heard of this pro- 
teftation by the two Earls, and a challenge 
at the end of it : Then indeed he thought 
himfelf obliged to anfwer in this manner : 
That the cuftom of his adverfaries was, 
and had been, rather to calumniate and back- 
bite him in his abfence, than before his face ; 
and fo it might happen, that after he fhould 
be departed out of England, they would per- 
haps 

• Append, p. 271. 298. 303. 
t> Ibid. p. 145, Aaderfoa*$ collcdions, ▼ol. 1. ihirt a^ 
p. 140. 6c. - 
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haps flanderouily aiid untruly make reports . 
of him, particularly concerning fome fpeeches 
made in his hearing at Craigmillar, in Novem\ 
' b€r 1^66. Therefore, he had declared that 
whole mattter fincerely and truly, and a^ 
he would anfwer to Almighty God, to the 
Queen oi England ; as he tr lifted her Highnefs 
would report. And if any man would fay 
«jDd affirm, chat ever he was prefent when a- 
ny purpofes were holden at Craigmillar in 
his hearing, tending to any unlawful or dis- 
honourable ^nd, or that ever he fubfcribed 
any bands there ; why ! he s^^erred that they 
fpoke wickedly and untruly; which he would 
maintain agaii^ them, as became an honefl: 
knan, to the end of his life. He only fub- 
fcribed 9 band with the Earls oi Huntly, Ar^ 
gyh and Bdthwell at Edinburgh in the begin- 
.mngof OSfaber 1^66, in fign of their recon- 
ciliation, in refped of former grudges that had 
fcieen amongft them ; which he was conftrain- 
ed to promife to do, before he could be ad- 
.flfijtted to the Queen's prefence,'or have any 
ihew of her favour f But that he neither 
inade any other band, nor had any propofed 
to him before the King's n^urder ; nor could 
he be prevailed, upon by any perfuaCon to 
fubfcribe any band after that" murder, al- 
though he was earneftly urged to do £0, 
• ^' X jc a a$ 
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as he afiirmed,by the Queer's commandmeiit'** 
Thus Murray himfelf plainly ackrtow- 
ledgcth that there were fuch conferehccs as 
Jluntly and Argyle l?ad affirrned. And his bol4 
siflertion that they did not tend to an unla^^ 
ful or dishonouriable end, will never go down 
with any who will confidcr the nature of thenar 
and the man's former praftice^ : Every orte 
muft fee that be defigned inuch mifchrer a* 
gainft the King at leaft ; and that he had for^ 
jnerly formed a confpiracy tp hiiirder hitti^ 
iiath been proved already ^* His declaring 
to the Qiieen of England the effefl: <^ thii 
whole piirpofes fpolcenin his audience at that 
time, can give np manner of fatifefajftion ^ 
That Queen knew before h^nd how he ha^ 
confpired to niiirder the King, and had her- 
felf furthered the enterprife ; fo that cooiM be 
jio great news to her. In fhort this anfwer ii^ 
altogether dark and difingenqous. His long 
ftory about figning bands, -hath no relation to 
the proteftation by //tf«//y arid Argyle: Sbm^ 
faint information which Queen Mary's cofa- 
miflioners had got, that there had been a banij 
jnade for murdering the King c, fcems to ha^ 
given occailon for it. But nothing certain ha? 
appeared as yet, that there ever was any fucli 

l>?nd, 

» Seethe Paper itfelf^ append.^ p. ^2|« 
*> P. 202. 206, and append, p. 35?, 
9 Append, p. 21 J, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i 



iff jr/wf Hcftry Parnly, jr^ 

hznif eaxfepdiig that etttrcd upon at P^r/A 
in the year »s I565f Which was long before 
ibe time te which Murray tonfines himiell' 
in his anfwer^ 

Upon the xvil day o^7>ecember the Prioci 
was baptifed at Stirlifig^ but the Kihg was 
iiot prefect, either at the folemnity or enteiv 
):ainment : For as we are toJd by Camikn 
Queen Elizaielb had given exprefe charge 
|hat neither the Earl of Bedford her ambafla- 
dor, nor any of his retinue, fliould give him 
ihe title of Xing; and to deny him that a this 
own court, was an indignity not to be borne 
with. George Buchanan writes, ' That the 

* Queen did not allow her hu§band clothes 

* and other neceflaries on this occafion, ,an4 

* threw the blame upon the> embroiderers, and 

* others of the like occupation, and that Ihe 
^ difcharg^ him to come in fight of the ainl> 

* baljadors, While in the mean time flie' bci- 
/ flowed both money and paji^s to make Boih^ 
J w^ll appear ;A^nioftmagnlficentamongftatt 
'^ herfubjeiSs and' guefts/ Which deferves 
-no further fcgArd than to obferve, how he 

refutes himfelffufficiently, when eight weeks 
ihere^iter he employs a taylor to fit up the 
King's old coat for the Earl of Botbwell ; and 
the moft daring taylor he was that ever yet 
appeared in biI]:ory,if^ z^BuchammSMic^VkZ, 

he 
^Seeabovc; p. ao;. 
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ke was fe bal<l as to fay, that on this occafi* 
on he faw che few and cuftom ot the coun-^ 
try kept up, when the executioner had the 
apparel of the perfon who fuffered by his 
iiamda. In fad« that Earl was not prefent 
at the baptifm «, and perhaps not at the enter- 
tainment ; for there were fbme animofltiei 
fubiifting betwixt him and the Earl q( Bedford, 
iheEngit/h ^rabaflador^ And indeed Bedford 
himfelf was not prefent at the baptifm, being 
foo much eaten upwith^ealagainft popery, to 
i>ehold that office performed after the Romam 
Aaoner ; and for the lame reafon, no^ more 

than 

* Anno Domini Mdlxvi. menfis vero JuniS die ^ec}^ 
mo^ono, hora decima ante meridiem, vel eocirca, in arce 
JEdiflburgi p^tus eft JACOWS VI. roatre Maria regimi 
ScoTiAE, patrevero S. P^. Hibnrico fponfo didae Mi|,» 
•RiAE reginae. El baptizatus fuit xvii, die menfis Decern -» 
hnz, anno praediddy ia capella »gia ^triydingenfiy hoM 
quanta pod meridiem, ReverendsflTimue in Ch&isto pa, 
ter Joannes Archiepifcopus San<5li Andr^ae, l^gatuS; &:c» 
«xeciftor offidi Mt : ac.nc^Sles viri comes de Brean^ noN> 
tmiae ct vice QaroI/I Regis Fjfanciae,, tet Mpnfr, fe ^R.pky 
ex parte Principis xlc Plcmont^&vtAt PecUmbnte^ fufcep-* 
'tores erant ; nee non nobilis et illaftris Nomina Jo anna, 
^ororprae&tae.BcginaCy pro regina AngUac> et ex ooim^ 
jDudlone ejuiilem^ milTa cum domino d« Bcdfurd; fiiic^p. 
"trix. 

Nemo nobifium intermit tempore Iblemnizationis h&« 
Jufinodi facramenti, demptis dominp comite de 4^bolj cp*« 
mite de Eglhtoa, domino de Ro/Sy dominp Seyton^ domino 
•de SernpiU. Aderant vero Epifcopi de Dunkeid, Rofs, & 
Dumblancy cioa paucls etcfefiafticssy qnorpm unus ego 
^fcriptor praefentiom fui. Sic/cribit Geokoivs 'SiE^vr* 
TON Jftchidiaconus Dumhlanenfis in CoH^i^ancis in £ii/» 
Fac. jurid. EM. KR. i. 17. /»/. 93. 
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than five of the nobility of Scvthnd iii attend, 

akhough all of them had beenbaptifed m:thti 

very fame manner. And becaufe the GiniK 

t^fs oiArgyle^Qodi God-mother on this occafi- 

on^ in name of the Queen of England, and by 

her commiffioh, the general aflembly of the 

kirk would not reft fatisfied with the lady's 

jiaking her acknowledgments before their 

reverences, but enjoined her to do publick 

penance for that moft mortal fin «, thereby 

to difplay their power and pride, by infulting 

over a Queen's reprefentative, and a King's 

daughter. 

. After the baptifm of the Prince, the King 
and Queen remained fome time zt Stirling, 
where they kept Cbriftmas ; and upon the 
eve of that great feftival granted a pardon to 
the Earl of Morton, and feventy five of his 
accomplices, for making her Majefty prilbncr 
within her own palace, and flaying Tiavii 
Mizio before her eyes. Upon the xxvi. day 
of December the Earl of Lenax by a letter 
from Glafgow acquainted the King his fon \ 
* how he v^raited till he fliould hear when 
' his Majefty was to go to Peblis, that . he 
' might wait upon him there.' Which when 
the King had received, he went next day to 
Glafgow to his father, without bidding good- 
pight c. 

. The 
? Afts of aflfemb. * Bp. Keith's hift. p. 7. c Knox, p. 401, 
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The Quctn therefore^ to divert HerfeiF 
{mm melanqholy thoughtsy ixii grief fpr thid 
behaviour of her husband^ vrenc next day to 
^rymtrij and tiiefe fiie granted a confirmati- 
on of the donation of the vicarage of T)oningi 
hyVixi James Kennedy chinceilor tiT^um* 
ilaMe, to Sir Ji^ilUam Tirummond \ Whether 
file did fily tliere all night is not certain/ hxxi 
it 18 probable that Ihe did (b far honour that 
Qentlem^ni Upon the xxx.day oi decern- 
Iter fhc had returned to Stirling ^. Next 
day flie had gone to Tulibardikf where Ihc 
grants a charter for the benefice aif)d parfo- 
page of Kirkudbtight to ^Adam Murray fer- 
yant to the Earl of Bathxvell ^ ; and a^c find 
ihat fhc was come back again to Stirling 
lipon the firft of January ^ j where /he re- 
mained till the xiii. day of that Months and 
then fet out for Edinburgh* 

It >vas thought proper to remark thofd 
things fo minutely, and to fhew that her M»- 
jefty had always iier officers of ftate alongft 
,with her, to confute George Buchanan^ who^ 
according to his ordinary cuftom, reprefents 
her vifiting at thefe two gcntlemens houfes# 
0S another jaunt betwixt her and Bothwell 
only ; where he fays, they fpent about eight 



^Reg. P. 5*. lib. 3^. fol. 114. t iWa. foL J 1 3. 
c jby. fol. xoiS, d ibi4. lib. 34. fol, U3- 
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-^ays. more in Jewdnefs, without feeking to 
conceal it, 

I would not have any to think that thefe 
fliaraelefs afperfions do, in my opinion, deferve 
any regard to be had of them ; for whoever 
will only once read them over attentivelyi 
muft needs perceive, that they have no ap- 
peararice either of truth or probability. All 
which notwithftanding, there are few people 
in the kingdom, who either have not theih- 
ielves believed thefe things, or elfe have 
heard them fo confidently averred by others, 
that they have found themfelves at a lofs for 
a particular anfwer. 

The Queen had not been many days at 
£ldinburgh^when flie heard t);iat the King her 
husband lay fick at Glafgow j and tho' it was 
the coldeft time of winter^ thither fhe went to 
fee him,taking her journey upon the xxiv. or ' 
or XXV. day o{ January. When ike arrived^ 
finding him in a condition to te traa^,pjt- 
ed to Edinburgh, Hie brought him along 
with her, and, on the xxviii. of that month,, 
they had come on their joufney as far as 
Linlithgow \ Upon their arrival at Edin^ 
iurgh, the King had a lodging made ready 
for him, till he ftibuld recover, near a place 
called Kirk of Field, or St. Marfs in the 
fields, hard by where the Royal Infirmary 

; See above, P. 120, i2Jj 122. . ^^ ' ^^ 
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tiow Hands, becaufe there was no place in jE- 
dinburgb where the air was fo free and whol- 
(bme. Of what kind his malady was, I have 
not found any certainty. Mr* Buchanan is 
pofitive that he had got poifon miniftred to 
him, and that too by the Queen's direftion : 
%hich he pretends to prove in a very often- 
tatious manner, by fublime rhetorick, and 
profound ratiocination, from the letters to 
£othweU, eyen thofe very letters, in the for- 
gery of which he hirafelf had affifted, as hath 
been fliewn ». Yet altho' the proof was part- 
' ly of his own manufaftory, he did not ma- 
nage it with that dexterity, which one would 
have expefted from a fophift fo acute, and 
fo zealous in the caufe. 

For having boldly aflerted, that the Queen 
" caufed poifon to be given to her husband, 
when he was to fet out for Glafgow (altho' 
ilie knew nothing of his fettihg forth *>,) he 
' eijHh upon a colloquy with himfelf, ftarting 
<]iu6ftions abfolutely necefTary indeed to be 
folved, being to this purpofe. 

v^. The Queen caufed give him poifon, 
do ye fay ? By whom ? In what manner ? 
"What kind of poifon ? And whence had jQic 
that poifon ? 

B. Oh ! Do yc ask me thefe queftions ? as 
if wicked fovereign princes were ever at a 

lofs 
*Ahpve, p. 80.— 138. bP. 321. 
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lofs for want of minifters to accomplifh their 
yillanies ! • 

•^. Too true ! But let us hear, I pray you, 
who miniftred to the Queen in the prefent 
cafe ? 
B. Firft as to the poifon, we have certain- 
A. Well then ! Whence the certainty as to 
that ? 

-ff. From the ftrangenefs of the difeafe^ 
which was unknown to the very phyficians, 
efpecially to fuch of them as had not praftifed 
much in Spain or Italy \ and its fymptoms, 
livid blains fpread all over the body ; rack- 
ing pain in everj^ limb j and an intoUerable 
fmell. 

A. But are not fymptoms dubious, and 
common to different difeafes ? 

B. But Cato is clear in the cafe,That eve- 
ry adulterefs deals in poifon too. 

ji. But how doth Cato^% fage fayings ap- 
ply to the Queen Mary, or to her minifters ? 

B\ Have not I already, in this my detefti- 
cn proved her to be an adulterefs, not only 
by the confeffion o{ George Dalgletjh, but by 
her own confeffion, which ihe made to ihe 
Earl of Murray, and his good lady mo- 
ther ? 

A. But how came . Dalgletjhh ftory into 

your deteftion } for there is no fuch matter 

y y 2 in 
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in his confefllon, as Mwrray prefented it up- 
pn oath in England ? 'Tis true,' the Queen's 
own confeffion may fuffice, providing that we 
could truft Murray^s veracity : who, after all 
ought hardly to h^ye revealed fuch fecret 
matters communicated to him by confeffion. 

£. But as to |:he poifon, there U propf e- 
BOugh to convince even thofe whoaremoft 
hard to be pleaftd. Wil| a fpyal evidence 
fatisfy you ? Read her own letter j a letter^ 
I fay, written with her own hand. What is 
the meaning of thefe words ; He is not much 
deformed, yet be has received much f recei- 
ved much! of what? The thing itfelf, the 
difeafe, the blains, the bad favour declare 
|t. He got that furely, which brought on de- 
formity, to wit, poifon. Doth (lie not defire. 
j^othwell to advife with himfelf^ af he could 
not find out a more fecret method by medi- 
cine? for that the King fhould take medicine, 
and the bath at Craigmillar. This medicine 
muft be poifon, even the very fame thing of 
which he had got fo much already. 

^. How doth that appear/ feeing there 15 
no word of poifon in the letter ? 

B. Why, fhe will haye the manner of this 
piedicine to be private. What needofprir 
yacy, if it was to be for his cure ? 

But here Mr. Buchanan falls into a fm^ll 
miftake^ fof the words by medicine^ in the 

Scots 
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Scots language in his days fignlfied without 
medicine. And indeed he had himfelf rendred 
them fo in this very place, quam per meJici- 
nam, as appears by a written copy of his de- 
teftion, which is thought to be the very copy 
that he' prefen ted to Queen Elizabeth r^ and 
in like manner are thefc words tranflated in 
the French letter, que par breuvage ». But 
before his Latin boolc came to be printed^ 
having obferved that bis arguments proceed- 
ed upon the fuppofition that medicine was to 
be privately adminiftred, whereas the letter 
exprefly treats of (bmething to be done fecret- 
ly, which was not to be by medicine; and being 
loth to lofe fo much fine fpun rhetorick, he 
dafliedout the word ^wj;??, both in this citation 
in thedeteftion, and in the letter itfe]^ faihion- 
ing it fo as to make It fupport his ratiocination. 
Whether the King's malady was owing to 
poifon, or not, is the fame thing in regard to 
the Queen. \i hath been (hewn that th? 
letter alledged was none of hers ; fb let the 
forgers of it take the charge of poifoning home 
to themfelves. Others have written that the 
King had the pox : And Buchanan ought to 
have remembred, that in this very letter he 
is pofitively faid to be pockifli ^ : Thus the 
very voucher to which he appeals (lands direft- 
\y againft him. 

The 

? Append, p. 33. b jbid, p. 15. 
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The time now approaching when the con- 
(piracy firft fet on foot at Perth in the year 
1565, was got ripe for execution,, upon 
Sunday the \x.q£ February, the Earl of Mur- 
ray, pretending that his wife lay fick at St- 
jlndreivsy muft needs go and vifit her : But 
at the fame time had his hpart fo full of 
the wicked aftion, which he had left in 
readinefs to be executed, that among his o- 
iher difcourfe he was pjeafed to fay, T'bis 
night, before the morning, the Lord Darnly 
Jball lofe his life ». Which accordingly came 
to pafs : For upon Monday about two o'clock 
in the morning, the lodging in which the King 
lay, was blown in the air, with fuch force 
and vehemency, that of the whole lodging, 
walls, vaults and all, there was nothing left, 
but all w^s ruined and reduced to drofs, to 
the very foundation (lone ; which appeared 
to have been efFefted by a mine ; or, as it is 
in the Earl oi Mqrton\ inditement, by pow- 
der, which he and his accomplices had put in 
tinder the ground and angular ftones, and 
in the vaults and lower parts of the houfe \ 
Every one of ordinary difcernment conclud- 
ed that none but Murray and Morton, with 
their adbciates, had perpetrated this horrid 
aAion : And although they, with the afliffc* 

anc<^ 

• Bi(hop Lefly's defence of Qjieen Mary's honour, 
5 Sec above, p, 146^ 
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ance of the EngJiJb. court, found means, by 
clamour and prefumptions altogether infuffi- 

-cient, to divert the blame from themfelves 
upon others, yet did time, and their after 
tranfaftions begin to make it manifcft, that 
the firft reports were true, and that as they 
were the original contrivers, fo were they, 
cither by themfelvfes or their dependents, the 
executors of that horrid murder. For at 
laft Morton, as 'tis agreed by all men, con- 

. fefled his foreknowledge of that fafl: ; and 
that his couifin Archibald Douglas minifter 
of Glafgow, told him that he was prefent at 
the deed, who was after that greatly in favour 
with him, for he foon became a Lord of the 
Seffion, and was Tent to England upon divers 
cmbaffies from Morton and that fadlion^ where 
he was always very acceptable on the fame 
account. Whatever other particulars Mor* 
ton confefled to this purpofe, they fcem to 
have been allfmothered by the presbytery of 
Edinburgh, who endeavoured to conceal his 
guild nefs, and favoured him in every point, 

. as we are told by the continuator of Holin- 
Jhed\ chronicle » ; and the fame thing is evi- 
dent enough, fronts the very account of his 
confeffion, which they drew up and publiih* 
cd. His jury however, '^ being ripely ad- 

" vifed 

« See the appendix to Crawford's Memoirs, 2d edit. 
Edinb. i;;^. 
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** vifed with hb inditemenr, the tokens infad-^ 
" lible, and moft evident, with the probati- 
" ons produced and ufed for verifying therc- 
'' of, did all, with one voice, find the faid 
'* tlarl of Morton guilty of arte and parte, 

' " foreknowledge, and concealing .ihe King?s 

. '' murder " 

7)avid Moyfe », who Was then in the 
King's houfhold, writes, ' That they found 
' fo efpeciaUy,in refpeft of fundry evidences 
' of his inditement prefented to the jury; 
' fome whereof were fubfcribed with his own 
' hand and that otherwife it was verified by 
' the depofitions of fome perfons that were 
' aftors in that horrible faft/ 

yohn Binning, fervant to Archibald TDou^ 
gJas confefled that he was alfo prefent, to- 
gether with his mafter, confirming the fame 
by tokens, fuch as that his maftcr went there 
\vk his flippers, and loft them by the way ; 
that the next day they were found, and 
known to be his matter's : For which reafon 
Binning was executed upon the third of 
June 1 58 1, which was the next day after 
J^orton was beheaded K 

As to parfon Douglas himfelf, when it cafne 
to bis ears that the Eart of Morton was accu- 
fed, he made his efcape into England ; where 

he 

a Moyfe's Memoirs. ^ His trial is marked in the re^ 
cords of jufticiary. 
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\it r^tna'med till yohn Lord Hdmiltbn, with the 

Earls o£ Angus J Bothwelli Mar and Morton^ 

the Lord Glamis and his fon, Lord Claui 

Hamilton, znA ^ ffe^jxl (nany gentlemen of th« 

firnaoie of H^milton^ and othei*s^ came and 

befet.the town iedcaftle of Stirling, and, by 

the treachery of the Matter of Gr^iyf Sir 

"James Mehill and fome others, made the 

King in a manfter . their prifonen Sonie of 

thefe men had been baniihed in England, and 

the Englijb having favoured their return, at 

the defire of that eouf-t, they got Mn Archi^ 

bald arraigned and abfolved in this manner : 

They obtained, or rather extorted from 

the Kinfo while thus si prifoner amongft 

them^ a pardon to this Douglas,^ (ot having 

been in the fore-knowledge of the murdef 

of his Majefty's.own father, and eqncealing 

it ; as alfo letters of rehabilitation ^ as we 

call them, reftoring him againft the *ft of 

parliament Mdlxxxi* by which he had been 

torfeited and denounced a traitor^ for being 

prefent at that murder. 

Then^ to complete the bufiriefs, they oh- 
tained a commifFioni under the quarter-feal, to 
Mr, John Prejton, and Mr. Edward Bruce 
Juftice-deptite^ to bting parfon Douglas to a 
trial, allowing hiiii to draw up the inditement 
againft himfelf, and appointing hirft a felcfl: 
jury of xnen«who were then eileemed the moft 
2 z zealous ' 
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zealous and godly among all his own friends> 
that is, perfons who would hardly fail to con*, 
demn the innocent, or to abfolvc the guilty^ 
outof a pretended zeal for religion, and the 
caufe of God. Matters being thus prepared, 
upon the loth day of Afoy Mdlxxxvi. a ju- 
ry wa^ inipanneled to determine as to Mn 
^Archibald D&uglai j^^vCoti of Glajgoti/ his 
guilt, ' he being fufpefted of the King^s fa- 
^ ther's murder, as having bcfcn at the plot- 
' ting and contriving the fame, with yumes 

* Earl of Bothtvell, and others ; as alfb ha* 

* ving been prefent at the execution thereof> 

* as was made appear by the depofitions of 

* James Earl of Morton, after his convidion, 
' confeffing that you Jrchtbald Douglas was 

* the revealer of it to him ; and by the cott- 
'feffionofyour own familiar fervant yobn 

* Binning, Who deponed that he accompa- 
•nicd you that night to the Kirk of field: 
' Which crimes ye alfo took upon you, by 
' flying immediately into JEJw^A;;?^/ 

Parfon 7)ouglas, in attfWer to all this, 
' produced, in the firft place, his pardon un- 
' der the King's hand, and in the next place, 

* his letters of rehabilitation, reftdring him 
« againft the doom of forfeiture. Then, after 
fome cavil's againft John Binning^ evidence, 
he objeded to the Earl of Morton'fi con- 
feffion, that it was not produced. Theju- 
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ty^did very, readily acquit him. Andthea 
the Matter of XrriTj/ their chancellor, or as the 
f^ngl^Jb fpeak, their foreman, protefted. 
' that they ihould incur no pains for wilful 
^ error on that account, feeing neither the 
' King's advocate, purfuer, nor his informers, 
' had fworn to the inditement before them; 
* and alfo in con(kIeration of his remidlon, 
' letters of rebabilitathn, and his anfwers to 
' the deppfitions of Binnifjg, MartQU and 
' others/ 

This Mafter of Gray was the chief maa 
wh^ betrayed the King his mafter into thp 
hands of the Eat Is and Lords abovei'mentipn- 
ed : Of which he was accufed by Sir JViUiam 
Stewart before a convention. oPthe Eftates, 
xipon ihe XV, day o^ May 1587 ; as alfo tbaf 
Jie gaye his copfent to the murder of Queen 
MA]BkY, when be was fent to England toge- 
tjier with Sir Robert Melvill, to iofift for the 
^efervation of her life ; for which he recei- 
ved fumptuous gifts and rewards^ at the En- 
glifi court, and of many other treafonable 
praQicflSt Whereupon he acknowledged in 
preience of the convention, ' i. That about 
^ the momh oi 4^guft 1586, he had written 
.' a kt^tor to the Queen of England^ without 
^< jthe King's knowledge, hearing, thi^t iflhp 

< could not find her own fpcurity without 

< <aking his Majefty's mother^s Ufe^ quia mor- 
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^ tui non mordent y yet it were in no way| 
^ meet that it were done openly, but by fome 
^ other mean. 2. That he had travelled with 
^ fome foreign Princes, that they ihould give 
f no affiftance to his Mdjefty, {[for revenging 
f his mother's death]] nnlefs he IhouJd grant 
' liberty of conlcience. 3. That he had 
f counterfeited the King's ftamp. 4. That he 
f had travelled to change and trouble the 
' ftatc ! As alfo.to flop the King's marriage/ * 
Nptwithftanding all thefe wicked and trea- 
fonable aftioris and praftices, of which anyone 
deferved the higheft pains to have been inflift- 
ed, his Majefty found himfelf unable to pu- 
iiifli him according to his demerits : For tho' 
it wa§ found by the whole convention, that 
ihe deferved the higheft punilhment, yet the 
noblemen and others, who, chiefly by hi$ 
means, had fucccededat the treafonable cnter- 
prifc at Stirling, the fecond day of Novemiert 
1585, and all their friehds,' together with th^ 
Xord Maxwell, Sir ^oin Maitland fecretary, 
and others, who had privately favoured theihi 
being the greateft part of the aflerably, ' did f 
' mpft hjimbly and earneftly interceed with 
' the King . to fpare the Mafter of Grayh 
' life, and alfo his heritage, upon his good 
' and diitiful behaviour towards his Majefty 
f in time coming.' ' Which requeft his Maje^ 

jcfty 
? Privy cotuicil rcgiftcr* 
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|efty found:hifa(elfcoftfti^in6d to grant : And 
Gray was only bahilhed beyond fea. Yet all 
Aisdid not avail to reclaim him from fucb 
praaices, for, when abroad/ h^ cbfitinuedftill 
to plot agairift the Kinjg, With the Englijh ami 
baffadors and others. Such were the men 
who got Artbibald Douglas declared inno^ 
cent! of the Ring's murder. — ' - 

* In that procefs, fays David Moyfe, gr^af 

* knavery and fliifts were ufed ; for that pari 
f of the Earl ofMorionh depofition concert- 
< ing him, wherein he confefled that MH 
^ Archibald owned to him that he was a^to'al- 
*ly prefent at doing the deed, was abftrfe'fit- 

* ed. He contrived the matter fo, thdt "He 
^ drew up his own inditement : He choife 
fhis own -jury: He was forewarned ofaM 
f that was tobe'faid againft hlnr; andfo^vras 
f abfolved moft fhamefuUy and difhoneflly, 
f to the exclamation of the whole people. It 
f was thought the filthieft iniquity that ever 
? Was heard in Scotland ; done in his high- 
^ nefs^s minprity, by means of the Matter of 
^ Gray and }/Lu BjindQlph the Englijb am- 
f bafl^^r.' 

The court of England had alfo laid them- 
felves put ftrenuoufly to refcue Morton from 
punilhment ; for by the miniftry of this fame 
Randolph, who had been intimately acquaint 
with oqr reformers froia the beginning, they 
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tod^2|VOure4 JQ r^ifea r^bellioji ip Scotland f 
loi for th^ €inf:;o^r4gemedt of fuc)i z% woul^ 
rebel, they feu? f^r-PPP to the |>(v4ers, who 
4verc to join them p * When one confiders fuch 
•o^yert ^% \n feehglf pf tbp regicides, and re- 
ieflisthaMHey kijeMToftbc (Jpfigm and pro 
jQPtpt^d lit ffpip the beginning «, mui^ needs 
perceive rhe contradidions be(Wf^ their 
t^ gi)d profeffic^as; ^nd will be apt to con- 
flukie, ihaF probably the murder ^yas firft 
prcje^ed at ^hat cp^rt ; and that in all their 
^rmer declaration^ .^gafnft thp murderers, 
ihb^y had no o^^t view tha^i to get innocehc 
j^fons condemned ^ for \t^ in ord^ to fcreea 
«hc guilty, i^nd ftfVpur rheir ^fc^jpe. From 
^hich accufation k .were to be wilhed that 
Ihey could find . a :good Jeli veraACCt 
< ;%/Sc»%lioye,:pr, abi.t«— » i^zoj, ^f^^,: . 



CYLKP. 
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c H A p: xr. 

fVhHh€^ the Earl of BothwcU hdim 
hand in th^ murder ef King Henry» 



IT hath fo long obtdmed afttongft writers 
and readers of hiftory, that yamesEiA 
of Bothwell, not only had a hind ia tii4 
King's murder, but that be andhisfefv^Mi 
were the only perfons concerned in it>beiid|ei 
fhe Queen hcrfelf, that Ibme people will b* 
ready to declare their Aftomfhment, how any 
Wan Ihould dew have the prefumptibh to cill 
in queftion a point fo well fettled, and in wycH 
mankind are fo univerfally agreed. Such pfio^ 
pic however ought to refleift, that the prtK)F, 
againft him is neither more folid, nor mtkt 
convincing than that which, with fo great in- 
duftry, they brought agamft the Queen; nay, 
not equal to it. Seeing therefore it hath 
been made appear already, thai ev^ry thing • 
ajledged tjgainff her, is either direft falfhood, 
or manrfeft forgery ; and feemg the very feme 
perfons brought rfie accufation and proof a- 
gainft him, at the fame time, and for the 
fame pnrpofes, the fuppofition that the one 
is as VQid of tjtuth as ibe other^ will be found 
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to inclnde in it neither impoiiibllity nor ini- 
probability ; but muft rather appear juft and 
reafonable ; fo that- the tefliraony of any 
noted contemporary hiftorian to that purpofe^ 
mija^ht feem fufficiienft to turn the fcale in h)i 
(^our. Now fuch ^ hiftorian we have, and 
always had, even Mr. George Buchanan^ 
who abfolves the Earl of Bothwell as effeftu- 
nUy a$ can be,- when after a tedious rodo 
xaontado about the taking of l^umbarton ca- 
fil^y and LenoM*% behaviour to the other prh 
ibners, he tells us, ' That there was ftiU one 
5 prifoner more, whom the Regent naoft ear- 
Mieftly wiihed to be put to death ; and that 
< was the Archbifhop of St. Andrews : And 
*he feared, that if the matter ihouid be 

* delayed for any confiderable time, the man 
f might be relieved at the Queen of Eng- 

• land^% rcqueft by her letters : The Arch- 
^ billiop's friends alfo entertained fiKh hopes ^; 
' and th^t ihortnefs of time: might be no let 
' to this attempt, the Archbilhop earneftly 
f requefted that his trial might be according 
' to the laws of the country : for even that 
^ would afford fome fmall refpite. Which 
^ evafion was thus difcufled, that there was 
/ no occaiion for a new trial in the Arch- 

bilhop's 

• Such hopes and fears were equally vain : It can 
hardly be (hown that ever that Queen intercecded to fut^ 
iher juftice, or prevent injuftice ; but quite the contrary. 
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■* biihop^s cife^ as it had been already decide 

* ed in parfiament* Therefore^ being clear- 
^ !:v CONVICTED of the* murder of the 
^ King, and of the laft Regent, he hinged him^ 
"" feifat Btiriiiig^^ On this occadon theft 

* difcoveties were brought tb light, "being g^ 

' n«rally new, as- the greateft part of thciil* 
^ had been anknown till that very day. The 
*^ Archbiihop of Sf. Andrews^ who lodged iri 

* the next houfe>-h&ving the propofal made 
^ Mm, that he (hould flay the King, willingljr 

* undertook the employment, bo^h on ac- 
^ count of old Feuds, and out of the near cx^ 
'^peftatlon of transferring the royal dignity 
^ into his own family. Therefore, when h* 
^ hud picked out fix or eight <)f the moft fla^ 

* gidous among his fervants^ he gave them 
J the keys of the King's lodging,' and entri^ 

* fted the bufinefs to them. Thefe men ha* 
' ving entered with the greatefl quietnefs, 
' fUfled the King to death, while he was afleepi 

* and carried out his body ifito a garden hard 
^ by without the walls. Then, upon giving 
' the fignai, fire was put under the lodg* 
Mng.^ - 

. . Buchanart^tocttA^ to inform us, how thefe 

difcoveriest came to li^t by m^ns of yohn 

a a a Jfit- 

• Cum caJis xegia is frwegts fupertmt manifefto tene* 
fetur, fufj^cndi^ Spcrlim vitam fnlvit. Buchan. Bift; litK 
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Hamilton, who was chief aflEor in executing 
the wicked deed ; and being afterwards trot^ 
bled in mbd on that account, revealed the 
fame, and the names of all his affiftants in cbn^- 
fcffion to a prieft, who was fchool-mafter at 
^aij!y : Which prieft averred the whole to 
the Archbifliop's face. That the Arcbbi* 
ftop askedthe prieft, how, he came to the 
Icjiowledge of thefe matters ? and whether it 
was not by fome auricular confeflion ? The 
prieft affirmed that it was. Upon which the 
Archbifliop, as taking gujlt upotit him, an-^ 
fwered, Ye are not ignorant, I fuppofe,- what 
is appointed for thofe who reveal the fecretf 
of confeffions : And, as Buchanan affirms, he 
^tkfwcved not a word more in relation to the 
crime. We are alfo told that the very fame 
prieft, being about fifteeo; months after that 
apprehended frying mafs for. the third time; 
when for th^t reafon, he was led out to exe- 
piition^ he did recapitulate the V^rhole of thefe 
Uorie^j both more clearly and copioufly than - 
before: which matters being inftantly divuK 
ced, the :clie;iX8 pf the Hamilfons ,fell a braw*' 
ling amongft themfelves, and the one parjy 
|hrew.th$ KJi^g's mUrder in the rother^s teeth, 
gb that; jft* jrijR<ipal cotntr'iyej,e with .th^ 
^"ttpcipal executer of theiinurder, being both 
Hamiltons, and it would feem, the whole of 
'^that firname, took the Crime upoii themfelves. 
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411 the year Mbtxxi.and Mdlxxti. If fo, tto 
JEarlof JS<?^^W/;hadgot extremely hard ufa^ 
three years before, and ought ro have been 
4ibfolved and reftored to his heritage and dig- 
nities, as one who was raoft unjuftly deprived 
-of them, and mold falfly calumniated. And now 
^hat becomes of G^^r^^ Buchanan^ ^ deteftl- 
*on, and the xviii. andxix. books of his hifto- 
ry, which were all calculated to throw the 
guilt of this crime upon the Queen of Scots 
•and that Earl ? And what a figure muft all 
Murray and Morton*^ declarations, prock- 
mations, accufations, and oaths both in Eng- 
land and ScotIand,^Same after this difcovery ? 
'Tis true all thefe things were overpaft before 
the difcovery was made, excepting the hiftory 
only ; where the matter was yet entire'; and 
therefore' BothweU ought not to have been 
charged in it with a crime done certainly by 
the Archbilhop. And it is almoft incom- 
prehenfible how a man who believed that 
Bothwell and his men were the murderers, 
Ihould have thus pofitively charged that 
crime upon the Archbifhop and his men : Or 
if he believed the latter guilty, that he fhould 
lay the crime at the door of the former, and 
impute it to each of them feparately, in the 
fame book too, is equally unaccountable. 
But fince Buchanan has done this, although 
:we cannot expeft to find the real truth of the 
a a a 2 * . :. mat* 
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Jtt^tter from fuch an ambldextraos evideDccfi 
yet at leaft we are fure that, in his c^iniofl, 
Mafhwell sQight have been innocent. 

The ftory of that murder was ftill improved 
under his nianagement. In the years 1567 
and 1568, £otb%v&U and fevep of his men 
committed it, without aqy other aififtants 
-but French Peris, as appears from his dc* 
teftion. But before he Wrote his hiftory, 
thefe nine perfons had fo multiplied, that 
Botbwell took only a few of them with hiuBh 
felf, and the rell, making two troops, came 
by two different ways. In the year 1570, 
when he wrote his fatire ag^inft th^ HamU^ 
tons % which h^ calls j4ti a,iBimitUn to the 
true Lords ; he brought in the. Archbilbop of 
*?/. Andrews zs. an equal fharer with Bothmell 
in that adion, telling us, * that he took up hi« 
• lodging near at han4 wh^re-he bad feldotu 
/ or never been before, that he might have 
^ the pleafure to perceive thjit crueky with 
^' all his fenfes, and help the murderers if 

^ there 

. « It It evident Uom the laft kaf of k excepting one, 
that it was wrlttfeo before the Englifh army entered 
Scodand, whic^ wa^^in the beginning of May r57Q. The 
MS. copy of it in the Cottonian Jihrary, is dated 1570 : 
And it is probable that it was firft printed that year. 
There is another edition of it by Lekprewk m 1571. 



vhich hasa newpa«3gi»ph conwfnin^ a pretended thitd 
confpiracy of Sir James Hamilton, which is neither in the 
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' Ihere had beea need; that be fctit fmul 
^ of his familiar fcrvants to the execution of the 
/ murder, aod that he watched all the night, 
^ longpng to have tb^ joy that the crown wai 
f. Gomc a degree, nearer to the houCb of /&•• 
* miltoft.^ Although in reality that houfe was 
}uft as far from it after the murder, as bo^ 
fore it. 

Again the very next year Mdlxxi. he alto- 
gether exeems the Earl oi Botbwell from ha- 
ving had any hand in the matter ; and lays the 
whole burden upon the Archbifliop*s fhoul* 
ders, who, he fays, effefted the murder, by 
the hands of fix or eight of his own fervancs^ 
as wehavefeen. 

Being of myfclf unable to give any tolerable 
account what fhould have tempted the maa 
to give three feveral narratives of this mat- 
ter, fo extremely jarring and contradiAory 
among thcmfelves, I had recourfe to the edi- 
tion of his works publiflied by Burmattp » 
thbking to have found fome notice taken of 
this prodigious behaviour by one or. other of 
his commentators ; but it would feem that they 
had declined to meddle with this affair ; for 
they content themfelves with enquiring whe- 
ther, in writing this remarkable ftory, their 
great incomparable author, as they call him, 
tadufed, or ought to havetifed, the word? 
r/ or at ; quia or itaquc / erga or extra. Nor 
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jdo they fay ainy thing of the quadruple i^a« 
7y done to the Archbifhop ; firft in accuGog 
him of a crime of which he was innocent : 
Secondly, in making him in a manner to con- 
iefs his guiltinefs/ Thirdly, in putting him 
to death unjufliy and ignominioufly : And 
fcurthly, By reprcfenting him as a /eU de 
fe a who hanged himfelf. 
. But the Earl of Botbwell had far ftronger 
arguments of his innocence than any thing 
ihat Buchanan wrote, or could have written. 
He was tried and judicially abfolved, firft by 
Ws peers ; and then by the parliament \ Af- 
jtcr which to condemn him, was contrary to 
all law and praftice. Buchanan feoffs at this^ 
telling us, that Botbwell was not cleared of 
the crime by the jury's verdift in his favours> 
4>ut, as it were waflied with futor's blacking 
\yelut atramento futorio lotus.'} by which 
'Words Cicero feems to have denoted either 
corruption of, the judges, or fome vitiation in 
'their votes or tables. If our hiftorian meant 
'the fame, it is of a piece with the reft of hit 
*flanders, for there was no fufpicion of any 
iuch matter, nor the leaft occafion for it. 
Whatever he meant, a man can be cleanfed 

.of 
» 

: « St^pendio SterUm vstamfinhtt. Bach. hill. xx. 3^. 
Vld. Sueton. 11. 65. Dion. lib. LV. p. ^^^. Senecae 
Hippol. I. ayp.Tlin. hiA nau viii. xlii, &c« - 
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^Tutor's blacking, but it hafla hdeii jJro^ed 
^that he and his patrons were plainly JEthid^ 
'^iansy let any Inan wafli them if he can, V 
- Amongft a great deal 6£ other fenfdeft 
Tague clajbour, invented by that wickdl 
Jfa^on againftifihejtiftiGe atid legality of thii 
jtrial, the: fofiojyvfin^ ponit»::ace:.;particulapi» 

\ ^Firft$ Thefiimmons wa^Jnot right : Fo^ 
J)y law the neareft of kin ought to have bceii 
liimmdned as accufers; namely the wife, Btr 
jther> : moriier, and. fon, dthw to. apj)ealf 
perfonally, oii : by their . pr.o^«r5# : Now th* 
Queen did not caufe give a particular fuo^ 
dm^s to herfclf? nor to J^en-nvoth^r-in-Iaw^i^ 
•who was kept pttifonei: by good Qpeeji £//>» 
"beti, in the tower of London i nor to her foig 
jakhpugh he-wasjtjien nejir eighf. months old; 
iSbe only ca»fed:cite fpecially Mmhe^Y^'sA 
tii ^Lthox^ the folg acc\ifer, aid, in. genera};^ 
\^!LL h^r othifiieges who had,dr pretended /^ 
have, interefl in the matter. And when thait 
Ihail be found not^ to have been enough, heis 
tWo advocates and the couct ought to beair 
th^ blame : But it is hoped , their memories 
.will have no blot fixed on them on this aC«- 
fcpiint. 

. : Secondly, They were Summoned to ap- 
pear upon fifteen days warning.;' whereaS 
die legal terjfla wJia forty day s» : i 

V :/ Aft! 
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^4^ . Infusry inta the faurift 

: Indeed by the more ancient Uvr of Sc^ 
Uwi, the defender, not only ia cafes of tred* 
fon, bqt in «tber Criminal caies> was to have 
foity days^llowed htm to apfsear, becaufe, as 
ifae law fays, fdch matters conch life and 
Kmb. But th^ law had begn!n to be aJtereA 
ais to feveral crimes, at ieaftc&xun the time 
^ of King yamej I. The ftatute concerning 
fpoUation, or mbbery, for example^ made by 
die Earl oiTOiu^lus, Lieutenant, or Govtt^ 
iidr> in the biiriic^ity of T^wg- James II. tipoA 
Htkt XX. day 'otIDeccmhn Mcnxxxviii; to- 
ftrided the t<rnv of .appearance for that crim^ 
no fifre^i day^, ^tb^ alSf ofxh doyj €f&li n^ 
ffiinjtan4irig^ z%^^ is there expreft; The 
cerin of fummoning was alfo ^bridged by, 
King yamH III. and in ppoce&of nme it liad 
become cuftomary to cite people to be tt%ed 
to aniwer for treaibn and other crimes, irpon 
XT. days. The Lords of council ^id indeed 
findby their deci^on nth Juhf ^5^St *** 
Che fammons for treafon ffaould be «pon xL 
days warning : but at the time ofBothwilPt 
friaf, XV. days were reckoned Aifficient, and, 
is I have been told, continued to be fb ever 
iince* The Earl of Murray and his afio* 
ciates, when they fummoned the Earlof j 
jf^^)^^// to appear before them in their par- I 
Uament, haC|'ilrained hard to find (bmcthing | 
illegal or infornuil in the trial; And the fiiil ^ 

thing J 
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bf khg Henry barnty* §4^ 

thiiig i^hich they fnapt at, was thefliortnefs 
bf timei hot indeed that it waS not lawful t6 
have given the citation uffori icV; days, foi* 
t,hat could net have pafled, but that fifteen 
days did not interveeh betwixt the day on 
which LenCM was fumtiioned at a certain 
t)lace, and the day ofl which he was to ap- 
pear : For, as Murray fays, equivocally 
and falfly ; Leno^, by authority of the 
Queen's letters fubfcribed at Edinburgh the 
xxviii. day of March, >yas fummoned at 
3Edinhurghy Glafgow, ^umhrton, and Perth^ 
iipon the kxix. and other days of that months 
and of the month of ^/r/V thereafter, 
to appear lipoti the xiiiday; not only> fay$ 
he, within fifteen days, but even froin the 
• date, at lead from the execution of thefe letters^ 
there remained fcaf ccly ten or twelve days. 
WhereaSj by the copy of all thefe things a& 
printed by themfelves^ the Queen^s warrant 
was fijjned the xxvii. day of Mafch, and the 
iaft fummons Was given at Perth ilpon the firft 
day oi iAprii^ and upon no other day or days 
oF that month, as they would infinuate* 

Suppofing that the Queen's warrant was 
•figned only upon the xxviii* and that the mef- 
fenger did not proclaim it at Edinburgh be- 
fore the xxix* day of March^ there were fUU 
fifteen days incluftvh 
But what is all this to the purpo^fc in the 
b b b pre! 
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348 Inquiry into the Murder 

prefent cafe? Even nothing at all. If thcf 
term was Ihott^ the Earl of Bothwell was 
the only perTon who had right and reafon to 
make any exception on that account : For 
the old laws which prefcribed xl. days, do 
exprefly bear, that that length of time was 
allowed in favours of the defender : Which 
is agreeable to right reafon : but as to the 
purluer, the cafe is vaftly different. 

thirdly. We are told that Lenox was fum* 
moned to appear the xiii. of Aprilf without 
any Convocation of his friends, befides his own 
family, which was become very thin, by rea- 
fon of his great poverty : While in the mean 
lime Bothtuell went in parade through the 
city with great bands of men. . , 

The reader, if he pleafes, may confult the 
fummons, as 'tis printed by thefe men them- 
selves, at the end of honeft Buchanan^% de- 
teSion ; and try if he can find any fuch 
prohibition or reftraint put upon the Earl of 
Lenox, 

As to Bothwell, he was, before the Queen 
herfelf had the government in her hands, the 
the greateft civil and military officer in the 
kingdom ; and for that reafon, no doubt of it, 
muft have had continually not a few in his re- 
tinue. But how was this to influence the trial ? 
By a flatute made in the Queen's own time, 
viz. in June 1-555:, thenumbcr of the purfuer's 

atten* 
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^ King Henry Darnly. j49 

attendants at the bar had been reftrifted to 
four, and the number of the defender's atten- 
dants to fix, under high penalties to be im-r 
mediately inflidled by the court : And it is 
incredible that the Earl of Botiwell would 
have been fo imprudent as. to have e^y^ofed 
himfelf to thefe j>enalties ; or if he had wan- 
tonly donefo, that the court would have ne- 
glefted to inflift them, or even fo much as to 
find fault with him ; which had been to expofe 
themfelves to cenfure aod punilhment^. 

The truth of the matter is, that the inform 
malities and illegalities were all on the other 
fide. In fuch cafes,, as the law then flood, it 
was Incumbeat on the accufer to come in 
perfon to give in his accufation ; and to find 
jfurety, or give his oath that he would purfue 
at the day appointed : It was alfo neceflfary* 
that he fhould have fame plain or reafonable 
foundation for his accufation^ or elfe he ^a$ 
liable to fuffcr puniihment himfelf. I0 the 
preient cafe Lenox accufed only by his let- 
ters nine perfons by name : And that accu- 
fation, as is plain by his letters^, had no other 
foundation than fame painted papers which 
James Murray y brother to the laird of Ti///- 
bardin^ had caufed to be affixed privately up- 
on the door of the tolbooth or feflion-houfe, 
in 'Edinburgh^ accufing the Earl of Bothwell^ 
yix. James Balfour ^ Mr^'David Chalmers., 
b b b 2 black 
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55<2> Inquiry Into the Muriel 

black Mr. ydn Spens^ Seignr. Francifca^ 
SebaJHan,yofeph brother to David JRJzio, an4 
the Queen herfelf. Upon which a new pro- 
clamarion had beeniffued, requiring the M^ritep 
to fubfcribe his name, and he Ihould receive 
his pardon, and alfp the reward w^icji ba4 
been offered by the Queen's firft proclamati- 
pn. But yames Murray, who wanted only 
to fprijad the party's fcandal incognito, an? 
fwered by pafting up anothj^r fcandajous pat 
quil ; and being at laft detefted to be the 
author, he thought fit to abfcond ; and the 
privy council publilhed a proclamation that nq 
pian fliould tranfport him, 

TW§ ya^^s Murray yr^$ inside cqllc&e^ 
pf the cultoms by the faftion, upon thexii. day 
ofjugu/i that very year, after the Queen 
was fhut up in prifon ip Locblevin : But they 
never enquired after any pne of the perfons 
xnentioned in his pafquils, the flarl pf JSoti- 
^el} only expcpted ; Sp far from it, that 
when they fummpned the Earl pf ^otbwell 
pn the firft day ofOHfohr i$6j, they did not 
nan^e tbofe as acceflbry virhom y antes Mur^ 
fay had named, no, not fo much as on(i 
pfthem ; but in their ftead they fummoned 
fixty two others, for no fewer were at firl| 
^eftined to be murdered or ruined, to palliate 
thp guilt of thofe by whom they were cited 
|o |j>^e^rt J5ut ^ecJii^f? \\ wpuW have beea 
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9if lS.ing Henry Daroly, 35^ 

found difEcult to g^t fo many gentlemen 
forfeitedi without proving them guilty of the 
prime^ they pafled by fifty five of j:hcm ab- 
fblutely ; Nor is there any evidence fpeci-* 
^ed in the aft of forfeiture againft the other 
feven, nor even againft the Earl of BothwelU 
Wbei* l^enox himfelf came to be Regent,he ncf 
yer purfued or accufed any of the perfons 
Related \rj James Af//rrjj^,excepting Sir J^ames 
JSalfour only *, whom he forfeited as guil* 
ly of the King's piurder, but without proof^ 
jiccording to his predeceflbr's method. Why 
ihou}d he not have made ufe of his trufty evi- 
dence y^zzw^j Murray, upon the authority 
pf whpfe pafquils alope he had founded hk 
j^ccufation of the Earl o( Botbivelf ^ ? 

Never was there, any thing more ridiculous^ 
fhan to accufe a man upon the credit of fuch 
pafquils, fet up fecretly in the night-time, by 
pne whp would not appear or acknowledge 
them. Yet Lenos^ infilled by his letters to 
have the matter brought to a trial, and ^ 
f ven would not have it delayed till the par- 
liament Ihould meet, which was to be 
Upon the xiv, day of Aprils The Queen 
complied with his defire, and, by her letter 
direfted to him the xxiv. of March, requeft- 
pd him tQ come to her tp Edinhrgh before 

band: 

■ See the preiace to Balfour's pradticks. 
l^/^ndeffou'sColle^OAS^ vol. 2. p. .|09« lil*lS7- 
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^^T Inquiry into the Muriir 

kand : But he would not. Being therefore 
warned in the legal manner, and 'confcioiis 
that he had nothing to juftify his acculation, 
he changed his mind, and would needs have 
the trial delayed. But did he apply to the 
Queen for that effeft ? By no means ; he ap- 
plied to the Queen of England, as is manifeft 
by pne of his letters in the paper-office at 
Z>ondcn. And the Queen of England wrote 
a very impertinent letter to Queen Mary, 
approving fcemingly of her refohuion to 
bring the matter to a trial, but at the fame 
lime telling her, ' That there might be fbme 
' myftery or cunning in the matter, becaufc 
-* the defunft gentleman's father and friends 
' defired the day to be prolonged,, as knov^ 
' ing that the ungodly wcre^ combined ro« 
■* gether to do that by force, which bylavT 
* they could not rightly bring to p^fs ; taji- 
' ing her alfo with want of fincerity, and e- 
< ven fignifying right plainly, that flie he^ 
' felf was guilty.' Whether this letter came 
TO hand timeoufly, is not fo eafy to afcertain, 
for it bears a wroi]g date, viz. the viii. day 
of January a, 

It may fecm ftrange that Lenox, ttiovli not- 
have written to Queen Mary ; or that he 
Ihould have written to Queen Elizabeth, 
who had been an open and declared enemy 

td 

f Paper office. 
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of King Henry Damly, 353 

to himfelf and his fon, ever fince they came 
to Scotland, had fupported t^e men who had 
combined to flay them ^, and had kepi hit 
wife clofely in prifon, till fome time after \m 
(bn's niurder. But the difficulty is removed^ 
by a letter from fecretary Cecil, dated the 
fifth day o( March, 1566, where he acquaints 
usi>, ' That the Ezrls of *Argile, Morton, A* 

* tbol, Murray, Caitbnefs and Glencairn * did 
' adhere together with the Earl of Lenox^ 

* who meant to be at Edinburgh very fhortr 
' ly, as they pretended, to fearch out the may- 

* lefaiftors. That, as he heard, much un* 
f quietnefs was like to grow about that mM' 
' ter. The common fpcecb, fays he, touch^ 
' eth the Earls Bothtuell and Huntly^ who 
/ remain with the Queen ; but how true tht 

* accufatioDS are, I will not take upon me 4:6 
' affirm the one, or the other ; neither would 
' I have you to utter any. of thefe things, -xb 
.' condemnation of any of them, but as rd- 

* ports ; not doubting but fhortly God will 
' caufe the truth to be revealed.' Behold thfe 
religion and candour of this man, who had 
been acquainted with the defign,.and had prb- 
moted it « from the beginnmg ; yet he, like 
a pious chriflian, trufts in God ! and defircs, 
that in the mean time, it fhould only be re- 

. ' ported 

■ See Bp. Keith's hift. p. 344. & fopra, p. 216. 
^^ Cabala, p. 137. c Sec above, p. 200. 207, 2 15* 
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3J'4 inquiry into the Murier 

ported o^Bothwell and Huntty, that they diet 
the thing whichi he well knew, they did not; 
His friends^ Murray and Morion, we fee, ha- 
wag procured the fon to be flain, were now 
Become prime counfellors to the father^ 
whom they not long before intended to have 
flain alfo : And fa long as he would follow 
their advice^ he would be heard at the court 
b£ England ; becaufe he could not fail to bft 
direAed wrong, ^nd fet upon wicked pro^ 
jefis and accufations of the innocent, thereby 
Co draw a veil over the wicked deeds of thofe 
Ms new counfellors. The night before, the 
malhe came to Stirling, and then only wa^ 
pfeafed' to write to the Queen, ' That he 
f had but lately he^ird of the proclamatidns • 
-* Tliat it Was not in his power to keep the 
f daj appointed : For being pf efently on his 
♦^ joiirney> of fet purpofe and deliberate mind 
^ to keep the fame, he was taken With fuch a 
*^^idifeafe, that he was in no condition to tra- 
' vel : Defiring therefore that the perfons 
-f iaccufed by him fliould be Ihut up in prifon^ 
•^ ^d the trial pdftponed, till he flioiild coit- 
^ veen his friends, and find out evidence j 
.^, as alfo, that her Majefty would grant hijh 
' her high commiflion, to take and apprehend 
' fuch perfons as he fliould get knowledge 
* that they were at the cruel murder.' Had 
the Queen complied, and granted thefe mo- 
deft 
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^xSi re^uefts^ flie ih6uid have fobn found till 
her trti^ fubjefts of aftynote in the kingdont 
ihut up id jails. At the fatiie time he fent his 
ictv^nt Ebhrt (Jurtiffgham to attend the court 
in ids, name> not furnifhed with any evidence 
of the truth of his ac^ufation> but with pro« 
teftations that the (Sourt fhould not proceed^ 
becaufe he had no proof: And declaring the 
reafbn of his abfence to he no difeafe, as he 
pretended in his letter to the Queen« but be* 
caufe his friends and fcrvants refufed to ac-* 
edmpatiy him* By which it is (fevldcnt^ that 
his defign was to decide the matter by no o 
cfier than cluMaw> and by making an in^ 
(hrreAion. And for this and no other end did 
4ie defirc the Qtieen'^ high commiflion ; by 
which he wanted to be fortified and enabled 
to cut offevery perfon who had been deftin* 
cd for flaughteo wh^n IDaviJ Aizh wat 
mtirdefcd, and mahy more : For Lenox had 
joined in that conspiracy ; and apparently 
had it more at heart at this time to purfue 
his old wicked ^chefties, than to findout who 
were the murderers df his fon* The Earl 
of Argyle Juftice-general, with advice of the 
Lords and Barons his afTeflTors, found that the 
trial ought to proceed, becaule Lenox ^ by 
his own letters Which were produced and read 
in open courts bad deGred Ihort and fum« 
mtry procefs in the matter ; alfo in confide- 
' ' c c 6 ration 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2S^ Inpi^yJf^^^^ Murder 
ration of the aft of privy council, (or. tluit 
cffeft, and that the advocates inllfted for the 
procei^ to proceed accordLpg to the Earl of 
fiofJnt/^iri earneft petkbn. And as there 
Wa9 not one particular faft, or prefumption, 
prpved or aUedged againfl B^thwdl, either 
^y the advocates, or l>y Curiitigbam; Lema^x 
ilervant, the jary did acquit him ; protefiing 
that, as they had done according to their 
knowledge, they flaould mcur ho pain or pe* 
n^ilty of wilful error thereafter, on that ao 
count, J^^verthelefs Gf^gf Buchnan thou^t 
fit to falfify <M9td pervert the whole account of 
this 9iatt^r, although he had the trial i^ 
felf before him, s|s it wW pMWiihftd by his afi 
fociatesj at the end of hi& own libel, caikd 
the d^t^S^i&n •. 

TTbere fti^ rcu\ainsi p^e; o^jeOaon to the 
fairnefs oi-.this trial, Mwely, That the Ear! 
of J^othwell^ ijjditement vfa^ not true in oiw 
pointy becaufe in it the murder wa9 &id to 
j^iaye b^en coipmitt^d pi^ the ijj. day of F<^ 
kruary, alib,o' in fa^ it wa,^ committed two 
\iours aftf r midnight, wlTi<:b in lavv was and 
9Ught tp be truly ap^ounted the tenth day t 
Apd thv^ the acquits! wa? but cayi^lingly der 
fended j and 'tis (aid, th-^t tb^ Earf ofCaUk^ 
nefs entered a proteftation on that account* 
But there i^ np mention in tl;ie ttialof any 

pf 0? 
f S^ Anderibn's coUeaion^ vol. 2. p. 97.—-- |i 4* 
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|>roteftation t6 this pirrpbfe ; nor hafd thc'Earl 
afSp^iwkll the kaft occ^fion for diat or arny b-' 
ther ftibterfuge whatever. 

The original record of the trial has not 
been feen, fo far as can be difcovercd. For 
mdre than a hundred years bypaft : We have 
it only as thefe rAen were pleafed to give k 
m print, at the end of JBach^nof^s deteSion y 
where indeed t&e murder is (aid \o have been 
committed oh the ninth day of February •. 
But feeing in the <^uncil-booky k is exprefiy 
faid to have been done upon the tenth day, 
it is not eafiiy to ho. believed that it was o^ 
thcrwifc in the inditemcnt ofigitfally : And 
any man who attentively coitfiders the pro- 
ceedings of thefe men, will conclude that the 
iiid&tement hath been vitiated by tbemfelves. 

Certain it i^> that in the depofitiotis of W^H- 
Ham Powrie ^ and George Datghijb, which 
It is pretended were taken by thdr privy- 
council, that is, by Morton and his fellows; 
that murder is faid to have been committed 
on the ninth day of February, and on a Sun- 
day, lipon which day of tbe week, the nintk 
of that month did fall that year. Nay fuft 
ther, they themfelvcs indited captain Std- 
cdder,. for having been participant in thi 
King'^ murder, upon the nindi 6i February i 
e c e t And 

<l JUd. p. 9^. xit^ !! AM* p; %ii^ ri^* 
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558 Inquiry into the Murder 

And upon the xiv. day pf y^ly, they cobn» 
demned hua ^^^ and put him to death; zh 
though he conftantly denied that he was guiU 
ty, and alcho' they had not fo much as one 
witnefs againft him. 

In like manner alfo^ notwithftanding that 
there is afaUe note fubjoined to BothwelPs trial 
about the error in the day of the month ; yet 
in the 20th leaf after that, they themfelveg 
repeat the fame thing, as is to be feen in the 
firft edition 6iBuchanan\^&t^Si\Qn in i\i^ScoU 
4ljb language, and in all the editions of the 
French translation. At kft they altered it from 
the 9th to the loth day, in the edition printed 
at 5/. Andrews, in the year 1572. For thefe 
reafons 'tis more thao probable, that they 
were the perlbns whp did vitiate the word iri 
JBotbwellh inditemenr, for want of better 
grounds for cavilling. 

- But did not LenQX after this make fome diC 
coveries as to the murderers of his fon ?, or, if 
he did not, how happened it that the Earl of 
Bothwell fliould afterwards have been accu. 
fed and forfeited on that account ; and what 
good evidence did they produce againft him ? 
Why truly Lemx never found or faw any 
Jcind of Proof againft Bofhwelh before he 
Wme tQ.be38,egsnt, htHt^ Jm^ Murray^ 
Ip^fquils, or tickets, aft Le^o;^ calls them. In- 
deed 
» SirfcB4oviA^tcwart'5M6Sc3pH«ai9JW* . . ^ 
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deed after he: was Regent/. he ^&w the letters 
trf Bothwell, ivirhich his predeccflbr Murray 
Jhad got forged, and the depofitions of fomtf 
of BotbweWs fervants, which had been pro* 
cured much after the fame manner ; and to 
thefe things he trufted, ox feeraed to truft j 
and in gratitude to the Earl oi Murray, for 
his fcrviee ia that matter, he feldom menti* 
oned his name* without adding; thefe words, 
^ho refts witi -God; xMl T'hmas Buchanan 
nyho went as hi$ ambaflador to Denmari, for 
having the Earl of Bothwdl delivered up, 
feat home a writing from that country, cori^ 
liaining matter fo very dangerous to the caufe; 
that Morton and his collegues being required 
to produce it at the court of England, found 
themfelves obliged to fay that they had fem 
it away, but promifed to exhibite a copy of it, 
out of which, as they fay in one of their letters, 
they omitted fuqh things as they thought not 
meet to be fhown *. Lenb^c alfo omitted 
to enter this writing in his regifter j. for it wa« 
not expedient that the whole contents fhould 
he known, unie& to fuch adepts as were ful^ 
ly ipftrufted in their dark bloody myfteries : 
Whatever the contents might be," it is certain 
that after 'Thomas Buchanan^% return, Lenod^^ 
put off alt further enquiry ^after BothwellvH 
another opportunity, and until he fhould have 

the 
; See thdr Letter^ Append, p. 3841 
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the Queen of -Enghni't advice «• Thit 
Qtieen had Very officiottily prcflTed the King of 
^tnrmrk by her letters, ever Ifince the xxrii. 
day of Mai^h 1^68, that he would kni 
boihe Sothwell vo Scotland^ to be tried fo^ 
the King'i murder^ promifing ai!id iindertak- 
tt^ on the word of a Qtieem, that fhe A6uld 
take care thi^ hie fliould tneet with AothiiVg; 
biit equity, and that every thing (houM ht 
condtrAed with moderation and humantty ^ 
dcfidng that th* Earl himfetf might depend 
\ipon it for certain, that iQie would take all 
the eare and painis imaginable to have it fo \ 
l^tit die Earl was too well acquainted with 
her royal words and deeds, to truft her. B^ 
feveril letters written to T>ifnari afterwtird^, 
fiae defired that for her honour, the Earl 
might be £rft fcnt ftraight to Englakd, 'fo b* 
co&veyed from thence to Scaiiand. By hier 
letter in the year 15*70, Ibe deiSteS that h^ 
im^ be thruftinto prifon, and bound in fet- 
ters, or rather fent home : For that it wai 
in no mk honourable for a King to fuffer th^ 
mixrderer of anot^r King to Ih^oU abdult at 

* Qnoi ad Bodiwdlom attinet« quomsm ca 4e fe re- 

J>onfionem ferenimmae dominae Elizabethae, Angliae^. 
ranciae et Hiberhiae reginae.fororis at ccinJangfiiaeE^e H6^ 
fbnuh <fam t^ dp re eertiorem feeknaa^ ^xpcdaiaasv- cao; 
lam illain in aliud tempus differeitius. Lenox's regiftcr of 
lifffersf foL 249, 
! See JlDbertof ClMGefter'a dtfookte^ P> (^U 
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liberty, ai^ co live without dread of ptuuib' 
meot. The lad of her letters wbicMhave 
feen to this purpofe^ is o(the yery faos^ date 
with Murtonh letter, about the writi^. that 
came from "Denmark, contaioiog matters, fb 
prejudicial to their caule ; and of fuch a n» 
lure, that Martafi and his fellows durft nojt in- 
truft the common poft, or an ordinary me( 
fenger therewith, and were obliged to gjhre 
a fajfe copy, of it ; to wit, the txiYit day 
of March 1571. The King of Denmark 
had not been pun&ual in anfwering Queen 
Elizahtb\ former letters on this lieadt 
And aa na further correfjpondence can be 
found relating to thb fubjeA, there ia fome 
reafon to thi^k thlt Queen EUzabifkhid^vf^ 
ceivcd an anfwer prejudicial to the caufe, to 
the fame piirpofe with that which Lenax had 
Received ; the contents of which wc^e k#pt 
fecret : But the confequence was, that .Coiue 
difTerences did immediately arife betwU^t Ze- 
pox and J^rton ; and Queen EUzab^b b^t 
gan to countenance the latter, andtone^^l 
the former : of which he complains in a leti^f? 
|o Cecil; in the enAoiJ'Mfy 157 1. ' For a? 
i ny, fiiys he, that have been, or are, &YQur*: 
! crs of the Earl of Morton^ I find no feparat 
i ration of them from me ; fisr that^ as indeed 
! I have given him good caufe, he and his ar^ 
f at my devotion in the King^ ferYice ; h<i 

bath 
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^ hath not been abfent upon any fuch pre* 

* tence, for I have very well rewarded him 

* for his attendance, that he needs bot find 
^ fault, nor to have recompence elfcwhere. 
^ Yet have I found fome haughtinefs and felf* 
^.feeking, mQre than needed, in the faidEarl^ 
^ by divers his dealings with me; which, I 
' doubt, her Majefiy's letters fentto him will 

* ajggravate and increale. For although, as I 
^ think, her Majefty, upon informations, had 

* good meaning in the contents of her let-^ 
f ters ; yet furely, confidering the nature of 
f fome here, it Ihould have much better ftead 
f to make good agreement and obedience, to 
' have countenanced me with her Majefty's 

* commendation to the nobility, that they 
^ might have perceived that her bighnefa 
' would fupport me in my upright govern* 
^ merit, againflt any that ihould mifufe me^ 

■ The King o(7)enmari did at laft agree to 
fend home the Earl of Bothtaell (and that^ 
as it would feem, with the Earl's confent) 
but firft he required to have obligations frona 
the Queen of Enghni, and from the King 
and three eftates of Scotland, that the Earl 
Ihould meet with nothing but fair ufage; 
and that thefe obligations fhould be fent a« 
gainft the xxiv. day of jiuguft Mdlxxi. 
JSow the Kbg of Z)^/?i»ari could require na 

le& 
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of JSjng Henry Thrtiiy. , g^j 
left cuher in honour or confcience. Lenox 
fentthat King^ letter to the comiof England 
upon the XXV. day o( May the year 1571, 
deCring that Qaeen Elizabeth would give 
fuch fecurity as tht^ane required j and asfc 
ing her advice what he himfelflhould do on 
that occaiion *• But the propofal was too 
juft and rcafonable to relifli at the Engli/b 
court ; who wanted to have had the noblo- 
man delivered to them, without conditions^ 
that they might murder him, either privately 
or publickly ; and then we ihould have had 
aconfeillon promulged in his name, both a- 
gainft himfelf^ and againft the Queen, worth 
9 hundred of the filly confefEon, which he is 
faid to have made in T)enmark, but which 
was more probably made for him in Eng- 
iand. The King oiT)enmark thus infilling to 
have fecurity for his juft treatment, and right 
ufage^ and being likely to caufe fee him get 
juftice; the matter was dropt. This certain- 
ly muft have given the King oi Denmark a 
ilrange opinion of their juftice and integrity : 
For they were left altogether inexcufeable; 
and now it appeared that, whatever they 
had been pleafed to give out, they did not 
think it expedient to give Bothwell even k 
fecond fair trial. So much for Lenoxes di- 
coveries. 

d d a The 

• » Lenox*) regifter of letters^foU ai3* ^3S« 
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3^4 Inquiry into the Murder 

The parliamenc met upon the third day a{^ 
tcr the Earl was acquitted by his jury ; being 
the xiv. day of ^pril, and upon the xix. day, 
he obtained a band fubfcribed by all the cler- 
gy and nobility, and probably by ibme o- 
thcr members prefcnt *, ' That as the Earl of 

* Botbwett had been tried by his Peers, and 

* honourably acquitted from the accufation 

* which the Earl o( Lenox, by his letters, had 
' given againft him, as guilty of theKbg'« 
' murder ; and in confideration of the and* 
' quity and noblenefs of his houfe, and good 
' fervices performed by him in defence of the 
' Queen and kingdom ; they obliged them- 
'felves, and every one of them, upon their 

* faith, honours, and truth in their bodies, as 

* they were noblemen, and as they would 
' anfwer to God ; That in cafe thereafter any 
' manner of perfon orperfons, inwhatfoever 
' manner, ihould happen to infift further, 
^ to the flander and calumniation of the 
' faid Earl, as participant arte and parte 
' of the faid heinous murder, whereof ordi- 
' nary juftice hath acquitted him ; and for the 
' which he had offered to do his devoir 
' by the law of arms j they, and every one 

'of 

Sir\fm«fc/'^^M ^'^'^; 382. It would feem that 
Sir James Balfour did not take down all the fubfcriptions 
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^^of them, by themlelves, and their kindred^ 
^ friends^ affiftants, partakers, and all that 
' would do for them, Ihould take honeft^ 

* plain and upright part with him, to the de- 
' fence and maintenance of his quarrel, with 
' their bodies, heritage and goods, againil his 
' private or publick calumniators, bypaft or 
' to come, or any others prefuming any thing, 

* in word or deed, to his reproach, diftionour, 
' or infamy. 

* MoREovEK., they weighing and confi- 
^ dering the prefent time, and how their (bve- 

* reign, the Queen's Majefty, was now deftir 
^ tute of a husband ; in which folitary rfate, 
' the common weal of the realm might not 

* permit her highnefs to continue and endure ; 
•* but at fome time her highnefs might be, in 
' appearance, inclined to yield unto a mar- 

* riage : And therefore, in cafe the former 
' affeftionate and hearty fervice of the faid 
< Earl done to her Majefty from time to time, 
' and his other good qualities and behaviour, 
' might move her Majefty fo far to humblo 
' herfelf, as by preferring one of her native 
' born fubjefts, to all foreign Princes, to take 
' to husband the faid Earl ; they and every 
' one of them, upon their honour and fideli- 

* ty, obliged themfelves, and promifed not on- 
' ly to promote, advance and fet forward the 
[ marriage to be folemnizeA and completed 

d d d 2 / betwixt 
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^66 Inquiry into the Murdee 

* betwixt her Highnefs and^ the faid noble 
' Lord, with their votes, counfel, fortifica- 

* tion and affiftance, in word and deed ; at 

* fuch time as it Ihould pleafe her Majefty to 

* think it convenient, and how foon the laws 

* fliould allow it to be done : But in cafe any 
' would prefume direftly or indirectly, open- 

* ly, or under whatever colour or pretence, 
' to hinder, hold hack or difturb the (aid mar- 
' riage, they would on that behalf efteem, 
' hold and repute the hinderers, advcrfaries, 

* or difturbers thereof, as their common ene- 

* nyes : And notwithftanding thereof, they 
' would take part with and fortify the (aid 

* Earl to the faid marriage. To far as it 

* might pleafe their fovereign Lady to allow; 
' and would therein fpend and beftow theif 
' lives and goods, againft all mortals, as they 
' would'anfwer to Grod, and upon their own 

. ' fidelities and confciences : And in cafe they 

* did in the contrary, never to have reputatioa 

* or credit in no time thereafter, but to be ac* 
' counted unworthy and faithlefs traitors/ 

This band they fubfcribed at Edinburgh, 
the xlx. day of Jpril MDhXvii. being the 
laft day of the parliament. The firft part of 
It was indeed reafonable ; but riie fecond part 
"treafonable : Yet what remedy ! for the whole 
members prefent, whether friends or foes, did 

agree and fubfcribe. 

Upon 
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Upon the xxii. day of the feme month, 
the Queen went to StirHng to vifit the Prince 
her fon j the Earl of Botbwell at the fame 
tune gave out that he was to prepare for an 
expedition to Liddifdale,x.o reAify diibrders on 
the borders, over which he was Lieutenant ; 
and having aflembled a thoufand horfemen, 
all in armour, under that pretext, he went 
out at the, wefter n gztcoi Edinburgh, upon 
the xxiv, day of April, as if he had only in- 
tended to liave met the Queen in her return 
from Stirling, but in hSt to feize her perfbn, 
-and to make her his prifoner ; which he did 
at the Foulbrigs *, about half a mile weft 
from the caftle of Edinburgh, carrying her, 
together with fome of the privy council, and 
others her iitcendaats, *firft into Edinburgh, 
and that fame night to the caftle of 2)/^/7^^r^ 
^f which he was governor: Where he de- 
tained her. and them for about twelve days. 

In the mean time his lady, Jean GorJon, 
fifter to the Earl of Huntly, brought an 
•adion againft him before Mr. Robert Mait- 
4and, DesLnof Aberdeen, Mr. Edward Henry- 
fin Doftor of laws, two of the Senators of the 
college of juftice, Mr. Clement Little, and 

Mn 

» So Murray's a£l of forfeiture againft BothwelL Geo. 
Bochaaaa and others write, that he jTeized the (^ueen at 
Almon-water^and others fbek the place to the weft ^FLia- 
litbgow^ but all of them err oneouily. 
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Mr. Mexander Syme advocates, Commiflaries 
of Edinburgh, for a divorce on account of 
adultery, of which it was alledged he had 
been guilty with one of her maids called Bet^ 
tyCrawfurd: Which procefs was aftually 
commenced before the Commiflaries upon 
the XXIX. day of Afril, and was purfued in 
the lady's name by Mr. Henry Kinrofs. For 
the Earl appeared Mr. Edmund H^y, and re- 
quired and obtained his antagonift's oath de 
calumnia, that he had juft caufe to purfue 
that aftion : Which being done, he denied the 
libel. The Commiflaries after having made a 
falhion of examining witneflfes, gave fen- 
tence for the divorce upon the 3d of ikfiry. 
As the procefs cannot be found at prefent a, 
we are not enabled to judge of the evidence ; 
but if it was fufficient, of which there is (bme 
doubt, it was the only crime that ever wat 
made appear againft Bothwell, before the rape 
of the Queen; notwithftanding all the obloquy 
that hath been caft on him fince. 

That very fame day on which this fen- 
tence of divorce was pronounced by the 
Comfniflaries of Edinburgb, the Earl brought 
a reciprocal aftion againft his wife> before 
the Archbifliop o( St. Andrews his court,* for 

ha. 

• ^ This account is taken from an abridgement of thele 
proccflcsinan old MS. belonging to Mr. David Falconer 
advocate. 
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having his marriage with her declared null 
and invalid^ as having been contraded againft 
the Canon La w, without a difpenfation ; becaufe 
he and the lady were within the degrees by 
It prohibited, as being fourths of kin in a 
double rcfpeft. The Archbifliop had direfl- 
«d his commiffion for this purpofe to feveral 
<cclefiaftical perfons, or to aily of them. Mr. 
Archibald Crawford Cbanon oiGlafgow, and 
parfon of Eglijham, and Mr. John Mander- 
fin Chanon ^i Dunbar accepted of the depu- 
tation ; and having examined witnefles, and 
gone through all the ufual folemnities in or- 
der, they gave fentence upon the vii. day of 
May, declaring the marriage to be,and to have 
been null from the beginning, in re(})ea of 
the parties contingence or proximity in blood, 
which debarred them from lawful marriage, 
without a difpenfation obtained before-hand. 

Matters being thus prepared, the Earl, ftill 
accompanied with a great force, brought the 
Queen to the caftle of Edinburgh, of which 
he was governor, upon the 6th or 7th of 
'May, where he kept her prifoner till the 
I2thday, preffing her majefty to comply 
with the defires of her whole parliament, in 
accepting him for her husband. All this while 
no man made the fmalleft attempt for her 
Majefty's deliverance, or Ihewed the leaft dif- 
fatisfaftion, or diflike at BothweW^ proceed- 

ings, 
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ings^ or even fo much as enquired at thesr So- 
vereign, what flie would have them to do *. 

George Buchanan^ a man who fold himfelf 
to forge and falfify, for palliating the unparaL 
kled ctimes of his party, quite confounds 
the order of every trajafaflion at this period, 
bringing them all in topfy turvy, £b as he 
might beflfhew them in a wrong light, and c^ 
icure the truth* Sut finding no way of jur 
ftifying the fubjefts for negleffingfo long to 
enquire about their Sovereign, he boldly af 
firms that they did lb, while the Queen as 
yet was in the caftle of Dtunhar. * In the 

* mean tune, fays he, the more upright 

* part of the nobility [that is Morton and h^ 
' aObciates,] being aflembled at Stirling, fent 
^ fome perfons to the Queen to enquire 
' whether fhe was kept with or againft her 

* will ? For if fhe was there againft her will, 
^ they would levy an army and fet her at li- 
' berty. She received the meflage not with- 
' out laughing, and anfwered. That it was 
' true fhe was led thither contrary to her in- 
' clination, but was fb civilly ufed, that ihe 

* had fmall reafon to complain dt the former 

* injury. Thus fcoffing at the meflage.* 
Would any body have expelled fb much of 
2dorton and his companions ? or, can any 

one 

. • See the Queen's own account of this matter^ in Bp^ 
fwdth's hiftoryp. 388. 
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<lMiy never ^Mtebaed to ha^e done (6 ; ik^ 
JBdMd <mM th^y >) Chiefs tbe^ liad tdfi4- 
fMil4!6 4tiv&}te Hh^felves in ofM dontramtjr 
«lol>e I ^f G.Mfp SutUttMH bimfetf prodth 
ibed *t J^* ft ^af^ttnt by the JQttcen, datci 
^. bf«^i^>/>4br 'fobferibing the band which 
^y p:ftto1B0iiwM, tot farthering Ws mar* 
Vkge with 1^fi^f«} ^^r which a me^ 
*rgc^ <hh %m4 WW needlcfi* That warrant 
4mk1 %eett 1]^ common tohfent delivered {fa 
%eepmg te Ae Hat! otArgyk, as wetire toW 
*jr "Gevrgt -BtttfhitMn in his htftory : If fo, 
I wiih he hadalfo told us how he himlelf ha^ 
f^ftned io h*t4 it fe neady at Tork. 

llieQli«en Ending herfelf thus kept pr!- 
IdMf intitir-o^n tapiral^ and that no mortd 
4)ieftM2^ IMfc^ on that account^ but that 
all who formerly had l»een her friends and true 
AbjeAs, vA Wefl^as the old rebels and traitor?^ 
%Mre engaged to Bvflmirll, as fixe had good 
tealbn to^eli«te,l>oihby their behaviour and 
ftofid-wtithigfe, i4nd reflc^g on the former coil* 
IpiracieS 'fi'om which llie had narrowly efc aped 
fat began to fiften to his propofals of mat* 
tiage 1 But bccaufc that marriage could not 
iwvehecn accounted vaBd, unlefs her Majeftjf 
Shoilld 1)e ac liberty, m appearance atleaiV, 
e c e jP^**! 

; Append. p« S40» 
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BothwiU, with his friends; brbi^t her tipoa 
the 1 2 th of Afay^ out of the talUe oi Edksr 
hurgb before the court of Seffion^ and a num- 
ber of others of the clergy and nobilirjr, 
where (he allowed of the Lords of the Seifion 
for fitting during her captivity ; and as to 
the Earl of Botbwcllj ihe expr^fled hierfelf 
much in the terms which Buchanan h\Qy 
makes her to have returned to his worthy 
]Lords at Stirling ; and declared herfelf to^ 
be free, if we may believe ^he entry in the 
record of SefFion that day, which indeed 
came through very fufpicious hands before it 
was recorded, as is evident fronathe note on 
Its margin *. 

But her Majcfty had only a fhew of liber* 
ty, till file created the Earl Duke olOrknay^ 
^and thereafter married him upon the xv. day 
of May. Their contrail: of marriage is tp 
be feen in the Appendix, p. 57. 

Although thefe proceedings of the Earl of 
Botbwell, and his behaviour towards . t})e 
Queen, were moft arrogant and prefumptu* 
ous ; yet much might be faid in excule, as to 
bis cafe in particular, which every man's own 
mind ^ill readily fuggeft to him ; For cer- 
tainly thefe perfons who fubfcribed the band 
/or advancing him to that marriage^and defend- 
bgandaififtinghimin thefe attempts, were far 

more 

Ibid. p. 242, 243. .. . . ' 
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m&rc^ta be Wteied tfcan he : Bat th*rp^rty 
^ho firft' jotiied in that band, and flood by 
till the a^rriage wsls over, and then rofe \»^ 
«igaiftft him, were altogether inexcufeabie^ - 
' > Thefo feamekfs> unworthy arid fakhleft 
iraiton/ as vft ^ are authotifed to name tbdn 
by theliro^ri'fubfcriptions *, being confiSous 
of* their gailt m mufdering the King, and 
ilr^ading the dircavery> and fhe punifiimeitt 
due to thetri ^n that account, had been iy«> 
afrer that -meditating, a new' rebeUidnr, beihg "^ 
well aflured of affiftance fi^m E^ghjii. And 
for a pretence, immediately after tWs mar- 
riage, they /ct up t)heir'..old/fliam, That 
bheir reli^n was in danger. ; All 'the efli- 
bKflimcnt wWch^it had till the parliariient in 
trf/r/7 bcifore, was an ordinance by the Queenl 
arfier her arrival out of France, That node 
fliould maker inhpyation or alteration in the 
ftstte of rd^bn, as ihe found it then univer* 
ially re(:eiveH,'^ Which ordinance they llretchf 
€d; and extended fa far beyond the originai 
defign of itvrthat they would, allow ho mortal 
toworihip God but in their own. way, no not 
|irivately. . Under this opjpreiHon, fome pei> 
ions had applied to her Majefty, and obtained 
ficinces for the private exercife. of their reli^ 
^on..' This they gave out to be anififringe* 
nieot of theordkumce above menicioned, and 
e e e 2 began 

{See above, p. 366. 
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^cgftn Cd ali tot «rtn9^ott: t\^ «ttbiiat^ Thefe 
fumouci theQ^eon wtsrplb^fed to i|e£iHQ(» 
^ a publick prodtn^ciotii/ ^ie»m> 4ty of 
Jl£r^^ appcfldkig to everjr pesfen^ wb^beir fl|0 
bad ever done any thing to iflbe fubvecfioif of 
dttir relis^tt;.iieBiHid]ogthem> tbat^kitWlBA 
parlkmeni flid bad abolifliedf ilh pendl liiw^^ 
yepugnanl and ft^v^tbir ti$i thu reli^ni i 
And by this piodam^iovc Ihe ce^rcj^ed ^H 
facii privaoe licenee9> R% i)»^ had hefturegrantf 
cd* Andthmftwatiiheic^Qi»dbrs!claniottrair 
bottt celig^oii (lifled^ 

folved to bold julHce^owts vtpont the. bon 
^8, and by pnbHck poodamadoo^ vraradd 
tbd nobiBty and gpmty all around, to attend 
her at iV^/r^^ Jjpon tho irv# day oCJfimdiy ta. 
thateti^ Upon wfakh ibe godigr paetijp^ 
na they ealied chemfelves^ began lo ^ead 
flHe rumouri aqtiong the- boetHeb and mt^ 
i^lddng. r\Ag»ff, ^ That hei^ Maje^^ memt 
^ to fyi>vQ^ the kiAV9 ; to te^s&> ihe oeUi» 
Ifel and ffc^ance of her nobiHey; t6 
i handle ail (hinga^ tvithont mfjf <jUiiavotioD| 
^ againft the axicienc cuftoni v' and indsei^ 
i ^t ihe negjbe^led th& beiith^ pref^mckov 
^^ fift-e H^ttftodyy and' ge^evnanfot off hn ibii 
''ibe Frfaee^' Thefe caboitnk^ al(a fhff 
inm pi«^ to r^MO by a pubiiele-prockniA 
< .. tioB 

4 
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tio» upon the fousth. 4ay of Ji^ •. 

Sucb meajks halving proved luUliceefsfttLia 
nu>ce exjpeditiaus pcc^£t! was foon concerted^ 
namely^ to iupprife the Qi2ee»». and ta maka 
her priibner pace mere. Thf^y had beeft 
ibrxning their party for a \(Hig.imy^, and were 
qow become aa ftrong. zst enef ? For befidei 
^ Earlsi of M^rfM aioid Ghncdrn^ the 
}^td$ Lin^y and Rutitxttt, Kirtaldj of 
i3^0^nge$ and mtnjr others of lefe aoee^ wh6 
bad beea in formercon^xRacies and rebellions; 
Shere were now: alio combined m thA con- 
^^jffaty the Eirb <£jhial^MirsfiMd Mat } 
tliQ Jjotiii Hims^Sanfuhar and Smfte^Mkn 
Mjs of ^['uUikupdin, Ker of Cefsfofi, and 
Sc^ oi BucdeugB. 

Uixm the dtb bf ^^r the Queen had gotii 
to Borthwick caftlev md neY4l day the I>nk(l 
of Orknay East of Batbnf$lfr^id» Id Mtlrofs \ 
by which means her ^fa)efiy was left witft 
ftnall compani}p abovt her ; 'sssA foddeiiiy itl 
^einighfi-timst Ae caftle in which flie lay wai 
wvh'aned b3h the Lord Mamef wick eight 
biindred men t BuiH wicfain a day or two ilhe 
made her eicape, and got fafe i<^7>unhaf, be^ 
fbcethe odner conj^kacors could arrire to joid 
with Hume. 

Finding iham&Ivw thu9 difappoinced, they 
hddt dbidnr geixet^t rendezrous^ at J^Mnhrgb / 

^ B««Qid^ of privy cwKSb 
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1^6 Inquiry into tie Murder 

and having,, foand by experience, that W 
dufow out taluitanies againft the Queen, fo 
Ibng as flite was -at li&erty, would only tend 
to expoFe themfelvesV they put another 
fece'on the;mitt'er, and g^ve oiit by procla- 
aiation, ^ Aatth^y were aflembled for relie- 
f .ving the Queen's Majefty from the capti* 
f vity in whkh .flxe had been detained now 
' for a long fp^ce of trnie ; fo that Ihe neither 
e was in a condition to go^rn her realm and 
' fubjefts by the advice of ^ the nobility, nor to 
f take trial 'of. that moft cruel and abonfiihabk 
{ murder committed upon 'ber :late husban^^ 
^ their Sovereign Henry Bt&wari of good mc- 

* mory. To aocoropliih which ends, and 

* to caufe juilice to be adminiftred equally t^ 
/all thefvibj^afts p to purge.the realm ofther in- 
f famy $p4 fl^od^r, witj»; whifeh it was at 
/yetcsduQiniated among > filiations, and to 
f, preferVe^ufhe Princfe's perfon from all^ho 
/:w<>uld-irilir*le:him,;thcyv as of their duty it 
f appertairted, were ?to rua alL hszard of 'dan* 
f ger ot iacomveniencies t And thdrefore com* 
; manded jand ;.dbarged all the iubjeas, and 
/ particularly/ the inhabitants of Edinkurgb 
f to affift them.' This * proclamation tkey 
publifhed upon the xi. day ofyune. 

- The nejctday, it feems, they had got fur- 
ther inteUigewe, which they publfflicd by 
' ; another 

« 3ee Anderfon's CoUcdiOO?; roh i. part a. p* Ji2B- 
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aodther proclamation^ ' even that tbey undev- 
^"fioodthat James Vm\ o£ JSathwellh^d ^vhc 
' violent haibds on their Ibvereig^ Lady'« 
/ moil noble perfon^ fhut her up in prifoa 
/ in the caftle of Dunbar, and, by unla^- 
/fill means, fedqced her to an unhoneft mac- 
^ riage with him, and detained her as yet in 
.' captivijty : And further, that they were as- 

* sv&EDLY iHFOKMED, that the fame Earl^ 

* in order to brmg about that marriage, . was 
' the principal author, devifer, and inftru- 

* ment of the King's murder/ They pror 
ceeded alfo to confirm all thefe things by 
.their own falfe argumentation ; that it well 
appeared to be fo, becaufe the Earl, when he 
had the Queen's perfon in his hands, caufed ;^ ' 
pretended divorce from his wife to be wron^ 
fully made ; and the procefs and fentences 
all begun and ended ^thin two days «. X^ey 
further added, ' That they were informed how 

^ that Earl was even then making £bme s^f 
^ femblies of men, perfuading them to afllfl: 
^ him : Which they could interpret to be for 
' no other end, than to commit the like murder 
' ' upon the fbn, as was done upon the father: 

* Whom they were minded to refift with all 

* their forces, and to deliver the Queen out 
' of the mofl iniferable bondage ; and there- 
'fore gave orders to fummon the whol^ 

kingdom 

; f Sec above, p. 368; 369* 
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^Idngcbffl t0 fhdr affiflance^ whhm Hlmr 
^ hows after the p«lblicacion of their a^ «^oh 
^ the pain to he ireatel as eneoiiM.' 

Upon i!he xiv. ^y ef yune ^he ^Eiirl <5f 
ir^h^n/^ff ^rott^t the *Queen Xvom 3>krtinf, 
together ivith finch forces m he had le^ed, 
tmd came that flight to fif«r^»k Kext d*y be- 
uig Sunday., ^^ rebek marcAied out ^f^B* 
^tnburgb '^1liB^ affl the foroe that th^ <M\^ 
Taife> or that ftie ktrkmen could k(^et6 jttifi 
with them ; %ut would i^%t have dared tb 
ircnturc with aH thole, had they not 'got 
Ibme ttccidemal aOiftancei in ^is manner : 

The King k)fDefmark was H^en in tife to k- 
ify men in Scdthnd, toferve him In hla wars,^ 
&e5>»/nJ-ftow do, and haiise dene Ibr tcMty 
ycarspaft. Orertbefeprefideda Sccf^i^lE^t^ 
tdled -Odrwrr ; and one ^captain ^^/i C&Hf, 
an officer dfTome «3tperienGe> but annan 
altogether faSthfefe and immoral, then held 
that poft. 'He liad <ome to S'colkml Tottie 
time before, in order to levy Ibmc compa- 
nies of foldiers, tind three htrndred gende- 
men, for the f^ngof^enmafkh fervke ; Tor 
which he obtained a licence from the Qtieen 
and Duke t)f O finny-. And when he fcad 
compieat«! his levy, skhd ^cornred them, 
he joined whh thefe rebels, to affift -them 
not only ViA the men, btrt alfo with Rtefi 
^i^uantity of the ]Ung of Dcnmark^% money 

as 
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a he had reiitaining 19 Kis hands « ; and went 
along with them to Carberry : But when they 
came there, they did not find theihfelves & 
.far fuperiof in numbers as they had imagined ; 
^nd thereforp; infteaij bf ehga^rig fiiddetilyi, 
ti^ey cbofe t6 hearken to the mediation of 
J^ Croc the Ftetfcb AmbaiTadot • and in the 
ine^n tinlej as A^e atte told; begslri to vapour; by 
challchging Botbivcll to fight, nbt with siny 
of their principfils, but with ahy of two of 
their vaiin-glbrious btillies; Kirkcatiy ofGrang^^ 
i>r Lord Lindfay ; whom they call lindefa- 
Ined, dthough they had beeri guilty of rol>i- 
berie^' Rebellion, aflaiTihatioriS and iiiurderd 
in cold blood; But the Queen would allow 
df nd fuch detetainatiori of thfe matter ; fof 
bbweircr btave the Earl of Sothivelt was; and 
how generally foever this method d trial had 
. obtained ; yet every bodykfibws; it was at 
befta barbatibiis praflice; and carried with it 
iio tiiantief of conviftiori : But to the ring* 
leaders of the tiebellion; the ifliie of the com- 
bat was a matter of indiffercncy, if they 
were fafe themfelvfes. 

fff At 

a i;*n6x*'s fegiftcr of* letteh. This CUflc ^th fome 
i6f his fubaltenis, were,4>y their fidihbods, the aatfaiors of 
confining Bp<bwell in Depmark : but upon a fair hearing 
he was releafed, and Clark, with Ibme otheri^ thruft into 
priton ; and one of them, called Campbell, had fentence of 
death pronounced againfi hhn ; but Clark efoiped by the 
earned inter^d&onof&e Q)ieciipf£pglaiid# 
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*38o . • Inquiry into the Murder 

At laft the tebels fent Kirkcaldy of ^ran^ 

\o the Qiieen, 'defiring her to caufc th« 

*' Earl of Bothivell to pafs off the fields, ailed* 

' ging that he was fufpefted of the murder 

* of her late husband, till that matter Ihould 
' be brought to a trial, and that Ihe fiiould 

* pafs with them, and ufe the counfcl of her 

* nobifity, [by which word, in all their writ- 
' ings and hiftories they mean themfelves only, 
' altho' they were by fat the fmalleft parr, 
^ and mod wor thlefs ;] then they would ho- 

' ' nouf , ferve and obey her Majefty, as their 
' Princefs and Sovereign? 

The Queen, who had aftually been in cap- 
tivity, and during that time had been coti- 
. drained to cohfent to a marriage, to which 
flie never feems to have been fully recon- 
ciled a, whatever has been faid or fworn to 
the contrary, began to liften to the propofalr 
And Kirkaldy, taking the Earl of Bothwell 
by the hand, defired him to depart, promifing 
that no man Ihould purfue him. When the 
Queen came to the rebels, Morton, in name 
qf the reft, ratified the promife made by iT/ri- 
aldy, and, addreffing her Majefty with great 
reverence,' ufed thefe words: ' Madam, here 
' is the place where your Grace Ihould be; 
' and we will honour, ferve and obey you, 

? See Bp. Keith^s m p. 388. J94. 
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if King Henry Dardly. 38*1.: 

^ ti much as «vcr the nobility of this realm 
^ did any of yotrr ptedeceflbrs/ 

. Morton and his fellows had thefe their en-' 
gagements thrown in their teeth at T^rk by*: 
the Queen^s commiffioncrs * ; but nevdr ven- 
tured to deny any part of them ; yet their 
maimer of fulfilling them, was by bringing her 
to Edinburgbt and treating her as fhe came 
atong the ftreets wirh the greateft indignitica 
that malice could- invent^ and encd^raging 
the rude ftupid mob to do the like. Then in 

the night time fent they her away privately 
and forcibly^ and fiiut her up priloner in 
Locilevin. ' * 

The next day they entered into a band or 
covenant, ' to affift one another in following 

♦ forth their quarrel as they call it, until the 
^ authors of the cruel murder and ravifhing 
' ihould be condignly puniflied ; the unlaw*- 
' ful marriage diflblved and annulled ; their 
♦Sovereign relieved of the thraldom, bon- 

♦ dage, and ignominy which ilhe had fiiftained 
\^ by the EarPs occafion ; the perfon of the 
f innocent Prince repofed in full fiirety, and 

♦ relieved of the imminent danger (fay they) 
^iawWch he now (lands; and, finally jii- 
^. ftice reftored ^ &€. 

f ff, .. ^ ' No^ 

« Append p. 1 64. 
. . «» 5c« Bp..Kdth'8 Wft. p. 404. Andcribn*^ coVieBixQJxi,^ 
ToL I. part a. p. ij^l^ ' * 
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38« /^^'O^ '^'^ ^^ MatSH 

Kov the Earl of B^tbi/fufll, whom they ha^ 
in a manner jdifmiflcd yeftercUy, ^as by them 
charge4 with aU thefe things \ and they in- 
ferred from l^is procepdii^gs^ that be yiM guilr 
%y in all thefe points : For akhough in tjieir 
proclamatioa of chfs xii. of this mon(b> they 
pofitively a^rmcd tb^t thpy were fijpir^dljf 
informed ihsii hp yrzs the principal authoir 
and devifef pf the it^urder • ; y^^^ PPW Wo 
hear not pnj? wof 4 pf their information, upf 
at any time after ;. for they thpught m<^et tq 
drop it altogether; which np man will beliefp 
ihat they would have dc^e ^ and jtideed they 
pughtnot, had there bepn any truth ifictie 
matter. And after thisjt ivbp c^n giyp tbp 
lead credit to^ny part of ^beir proclamations? 
Aijd wjth what face cpuld they cry pi|t ot» 
the Eafl of Bothweil as a rayiihpr of the 
Qu^en, and againft his marriage with hef, 
^fter their chief ring-le4dcrs bad fubfcribed 
^he ban^ abpyermentioned ^ ? But did thc^ 
not nrft get ^ warrant fr?om the Queen hef- 
iclf, fpf fiibfcfib{ing that band^ before fhey 
would ponfenj? And wa^ not that very, war- 
rant produced at York ^i If (t ^ai fp, there 
could be np rape, nor \ypuld. there ever have 
been any Iheyy of a rfipe ; becaufe it Wctuld have 
J^een the iiioft coi^fuvil|^ate fplly and weak- 

nefs 

•Seeabove, p, ^77. b p. 3^4. i Append, p. 87. 
^^0. Buchaiiaa bill, xviii. a6. " 
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^(5 to feign a rape' aftdr gpaniing fKCh a w^rt 
rant. But the Ear^s firpcceiing$ Ihew that^o 
warrant was granted ; they thcfefore ftancl ^ "' 
manffeftly. conyifted of t:he forgeiy of that pa? 
pen T^k^h from the yery nature of thd 
|bing, cidier their accufetion of the Queen, 
or their accqf^tion pf ^oUw^Uf muft ^baie 
been f^lfe: Au4 if th|e latter viras thue, 
they thet^felyes werd acceflEbrtesipthecnoi^ 
Their argument top^ conpludkg that Bvti^ 
well muft h^ye flait^ th^ King* becaafe bft 
married the Qiieen, is rather an affirorrt m 
pommon fer)fe/ than any thjpg; tQ the purv 
pofe : Ahhi^ugh' it muft b$ apkhowiedge(^ ' 
that we hear it daily in the mouths of people^ 
from whqn^ better- things might bp expeifl* 
ed ; ^ if the,EJarl of ffpthOe^l would h^vfe 
bepn left s«ixioi*a to marry the Queep; f£ 
thefe men had murdered hei- husband;, than if 
hyehaddcfnd it himfeK ! or, a$ if up peribii 
"(yould have married |ier^ but he Wlw tottr^ 
^^ered hprhu^b%nd^ . 

Becaufo ; they had no kind of proof, ncfr 
.jc^leraWe prefomption agaioiBi^^/iSa^f// before 
.hatid, they endpavpured to fupply that grc^t 
deficiency by an after-game. Aocofdin^y 
\ipon the yxvi. day oi Juue, theyptiblifliekl 
another proclamation^ that no perfon Ihould 
fiarbour or fupply Bothwell ; and, for a rea- 
fpij, they ^Yp this extraordihary piecte of 

news : 
dbyLiOogle 
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|S4 Inquiry into tie Murder 

news: ^ Thit NOW, by juft trial taten; 
i he was found not only to have been the 
^mventer and devifer, but . the executer 
^ of the Kmg*s murdier, with his own hand % . 
^ as his own fersrants, being in company with 
f him at that unworthy deed, had teftified a. 
How thisfliould be called a juft trial, or why 
J^Qtbwell fliould Jbe faid to have done that 
deed with his own hand, are points lor which 
one cannot e^y account. But thi^ is evi- 
dent»- that whatever certainty of this matter 
they pretended by their publjxrk proclamati- 
on to have rjsceived, they aded in private as 
if they had got none at all : For by the next 
following aft of their pre}:ended council, pad 
rthat fame ^ day, they * ordained William 
'^ Blatiadof and three others, as fufpefied of 
^ the King's murder, to be put to the toF- 
^ ture, for trial of the verity/ None of 
thefe four had ever been accufed by any of 
J?«/i«/^/rs fervanta ; and all of them ftood 
out againft their torture ; yet were they put 
to death, without having the crime madeap^ 
-pear againft them, either by their own con- 
feilion, or by the teftimony of witnefies. 
And this was found to be neceflary ; after 
they had been [^tampered with and tortured, 

to 

' * Council-book,. See Aoderlbn^ vol. i, part a.f. 
,T4P. Bp. Keith** bift. p. 407. 
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to make falfe confeiliODS, left they fliould 
have difclofed the fecret. > 

Hence \t is manifeft from their own afti 
and de^ds/ that they ferved Bothwett much; 
after the fame manner as they ferved thi 
Queen. They thrnft |ier Majefty into prifon 
upon the xv. or xvi. day of yune, and jufti- 
iicd the faft by letters which they pretended 
to have found oh the xx. of that month ; but 
which really were after that forged by them- 
felves. And they had rifcn againft the Earl 
on the vii. ^ay of June, had proclaimed him 
^ilty ofthis crime on the xii. day, and yet 
-had no foundation for that accufation till the 
xxvi. day of that month : It is therefore; al^ 
together unreafonable to fuppofe, that d^ef^ 
confefOons were not procured in the laaie 
manner as the letters. i 

They produced in England the confei& 
ons or depofitions of William Poivrie, George 
^dlgleip, John Hay and John Hepburn^ 
who had been fervants or attendants on the 
the Earl of Bothwelh, by which every one 
of them, of their own freewill, is made t9 
confefs his own and the Earl's guilt, very 
plainly and particularly, without any one 
witnefs brought againft them, or without be* 
ing confronted one with another, and with- 
out torture too, as it would appear. Thcfc 

depo* 
^ Andcrfon's colkfiions. vol, 2. [x 165' ^ 
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depoJ&riMfii m feveral paragraphs, agree & 
clofely, and in the (aipe #ofds^ aicbbu^ they 
M^e made ^ y^tj difta;nt tithes, that h is 
lacrediW* that different peffonsyor even the 
feme peribn at fo diflaot times, ihoulJ have 
told the fame ftoryy withdtit griia^er Variety 
10 th^ ^xpt^mon I or that the clerk fhould 
have written th^rf? (b, withcmt havicfg this 
OM at h^dd vrbeh be wrote iht other; And 
tbn is no Betted dgri of their being genuine^ 
that thei^ di(crepaocie$ zs td feveral fads; 
irblcJh are very reiparkaWe. 

; Alcbpngh iwrW^ and hisf fellows, ih their 
^roelamationi did eBrm that BotbweWs fer- 
Tants had Gonfefled * that he was the execa-' 
' ter of thatmurdct With bis oWfi hands ;' yec 
M thefe confdTvQiis. there is dotbing li^ity 
but only that he devifed it> ^nd they did it 
^beiilMEelves, by blowing up the lodgbg with 
jppwder. 

This powder being in a trunk and leatheHi 
gnail« was brought hyPowrie and oncPafricJi 
^JJfiin from Msdy-ropd'hoidfe to the lodging^up. 
0BKi Sunday late at night, all at once, upon two 
liorfes, both belonging to the £arl,as P&wrie 
furore che audii. of yune «« AihI this he muft 
hsye known as well as he knew, whether he 
went upon his head or his heels; and he con- 
frms^tbythi^ token, that while they were 

deli- 

• Ibid. p. i«, 
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delivering 'the : powder tp Orrnijion and o* 
thers, the twjo horfes had flipt away, and that 
he and Wilfon carried the mail and trunk 
back again to the Abbay. 

And yet being re-examined upon the third 
of July^ he fwears, that they carried up the 
powder at two feveral times, upon one horfej, 
which did not belong to the Earl either, but 
to Herman his page : By the token too, that 
^t the lajft carriage, he himfelf carried up an 
^mpty powder-barrel, fo big, that it could 
pot be got in at the door of a great Jiod? 
g^ng a. 

It would feem that, after the firft examina- 
tion was over, it had been difcovered either 
that the Earl had no horfes in town at that 
jtinae, or, that the people who had the cara 
Qf them, could have attefted that Powrie 
and JVilfon had no accefs to them j which - 
pccafioned this contradiction. 

This powder had been brought to the 
Earl of BothweW^ lodgings the day before, 
.being Saturday the eighth o{ February, at 
liight by 'Hepburn of Bolton, as Powrie 
fwears ^. 

And yet it muft have been brought five or 
fix days before, all along from T)unbar ; yea, 
which is very ftrange, it was brought feveral 
;days before Bothwell took any thought of u^ 

g g g H 

! Ibid, p, 171. ^ Ibid. 17a* -^ 
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(ing it to that end ; £br he had determine^ 
to flay the King in the fields ; and neyer 
{Changed that purpofc till within two days be- 
fore the murder, as John Hepburn oi Bolton 
fwears ». 

Powri^ fwears, that he knew the cpntcnts 
pf the trupk and mail to have been powder, 
becaufe the fame was in fundry pocks withia 
the mail and trunk ^ 

But as John Hay and yohn Hepburn do 
fwear, the powder, at leaft fo much of it as 
was in the trunk, was taken out of it, and 
put in pocks after it was brought up : No\v 
they were the perfons who received it from 
Powrie apd Wilfon, and carried it to the 
King^shoufe, and turned it out in a heap in 
the middle of the floojr of the Queen^s chan*. 
ber ; and there they tarried till the Queen 
and her company, and the Earl of BothtueU 
among the reft, were gone to thq Abbey of 
Holy-rood'houji ; after which they fet fire tq 
the lunt s and came away. 

The Earl oCBothwell, 'tis (kid, after chang- 
ing his cloaths, c^me back to the King'is 
lodging, bringing alopg with him Powrh, 
iDdlgleiflf, Wilfin, znd Paris. But no rational 
motive can be conceived, that might have in- 
jluced th(? Earl to change hjs clothes, or to 

return 

Mbid. p. 183. b ^y. p. 166. « Ibid. p. 180. . 
}8i. X83. |8$. - : ^ - 
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feturn at all, when he had left two men be- 
hind hun, and nothing to do |>ut to fet fire 
to the match : Or, if he would needs return,' 
why ihouid he have taken fo many alongfl: 
with him ; urilefs it was for this v6ry puH 
pofe, tSat they might tear witneft that Hd 
was perfonally prefent ? However; in this 
all the depofitioiis agree : let any mari believe 
them who cani 

., A mbt-e extraordinary matter follows : 
For John Kay and John Hepburn do fwear,^ 
ttiat before the others came back they had 
jSred the match, by which; in a, fliort time 
after the Earl returned, the gun-piowder, as it 
lay on the floor of the Queen's thamber,being 
kindled, did blow tip the lodging in the air : 
* Arid for that very reafdri thfefe depbfitiqns or 
fconfeffions muft fpllow it, for they cannot 
poffibly be true: fiecauft fhe vaulis and foun- 
dation-ftone^ \^ere blowri iri thd air," with 
the reft of the lodging \' Virhith, frotn the na- 
ture of the thing, Could tfpt have beeri effeft- 
cd by fome pWdef laid in the floor 6f a fooni 
above the vaults ; biitmUft have been the ef^ 
left of a mine under ground : And that it 
<vas iftudly 2( mine, hath beerr ihade appear 
ilready, by fufficient records of that time »; 
Some however are hot to be convinced by 
g g g 2 rccotd^^ 

< 98€ abo^e, p. iafi^ 3^>. 
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records, nor will believe any thing but vfhzt 
they find in their favourite hiftorians. Such 
therefore may confult trufty George Bu- 
chaf\an,vAio will inform them, 'That «they 

* kept in their own cuftody the keys of two 

* doors, one of th^m being the key of the 
' lower room, where after they had under- 

* mined the walls, they filled the canals with 
' gun-powder ^Z And, a little after. ' The 
' Qiieen flept two nights in the lower chaxa- 
' ber. Marry file was afraid, fays he, left 

* if the lower part of the lodging had flood 

* empty, tlie noife made by the people dig- 
' ging the canals, or paflage of the mine, and 

* bringing the powder into it, fhould raife in 
' fome of the fcrvants a fufpicion of treach- 
' ery.' 

It is true indeed, that in what he calls his 

.'hiftory, he tells another tale, namely, 'that 

, ' the fame powder for blowing up the lodging 

' was laid down in the lo\ver chamber, where 

. ' the Qiieen had flept fome nights c.' But 

how that which was a mine digged under 

the walls tin the.year Mdlxix. fliould have 

afterwards become the Queen's chamber, let 

his 

a THEY.] that is, Paris, who, he tells us, kept the 
lceysx>fthe fore-door and back-door, which Bothwell had 
kept up. See his deteaion, c. 13. 

^ See his aftion or pleading, c. 19. 20. 
Hilt lib. 1 8. c. 13. 
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Ills admirers explain. It is fufficfiefit for the 
prefent purpofe that it was at firft a mine. 

Thefe things being fo, what becomes of aJK 
their boaftihg of evidence againft Bothmell? 
JMurray began the accufation of his Sovereign: 
in thefe words : * As yames Earl of Bptbwtlt 

* was thie chief CKecuter of that horrible axid 
' unworthy murder ; fo was the Qjieen m 
^ the foreknowledge, counfel, device, pet- 
' fuader and commander of that murder.* A 
man would almoft be tempted to grant the 
vjrhole of this, to wit, that the firft part of the 
fentence was equally true with the laft ; be- 
caufe, for aught appears, there is no truth in 
either. And one might venture, I think, to 
advance the contrary, ^ that As yamts Earl 

* of Bothwell was not the executer j (b nci- 
' ther was the Queen the commander of that 
^murder.' At leaft it may well be inverted 
thus : That as the Qiieen was not the com- 
mander of that murder, and did not write the 
letters to. Bothwell for that purpofe ; fo nei- 
ther is there any probability or reafon to thiiik 
that he was the executer, or even knew any 
thing of the matter* 

If it Ihall be faid, that fetting afide the con- 
fcffions of thefe pcrfons above-mentioned, 
there are ftili too many evidences of Bothy 
v/etrs guilt remaining. Mr. Carte, from a 
letter of Monfr, de F^nelon, jth January 
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1574, acquaints us> That James Ormifton of 
Ormifton confefled thstt the Earl of BothweU 
Jhewed him a paper, fubfcribed by the Earls 

\tiArgyle, Huntly and Morton, Sir yamei 
Balfour and fecretary Maitland, promifing 
hirrt afliftance in nturdering t>^e King a : 
And, from! other authors, he menfions an 
bftopartite deed, which they fay wai drawn 
up amongft thefe perfons and others, to the 
fatoe purpofe; 

'Tis hoped that none will cxpeft to have 
the proof of a negative attempted; for let 

. any other many who wa? then in Edinburgh^ 
be accufed,; and it will be found a difficult 
matter tofhewat this difltarite of thne that he 
was not guilty, unlefs thefe eonfeflions Covild 

. be fupperted ; which cannot be done. As to 
Ormifton^ ^ confeffion, it is to be feen itiSif 
Lewis Siet&art^s coIleftionS: It is a paper 
drawn up by John Brand minified at Hofy- 
rood'boufe, much after the cortimoil formf of dy- 
ing fpeeches, but with more art. This^rW 
was afterwards one of the fabricator* of Mor- 
ton^s confeffion K He haS indeed piit the 
names of all the perfons mentioned rti Momfr. 
de Fenelon\ letter into Ormi/lon^s dying 
fpeech,Af^r/^»'s only excepted, who was then 
Regent ; and therefore it was not to be ex- 

pefted 

' a Hift. vol. 3, p. 531. \ Sec the Append. toCraw- 
furd's memoirs, 24 edit. 
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pefi:ed that he would be ranked in this daft 
by Mr* Brand. Morton pretended > in his 
confcffion, that he durft npt venture to pu- 
nifh Jfchibald Douglas, whom he knew to 
be guilty of the King's murder ; but he did 
venture to execute Ormijlony without a trial, 
which is no great fign of his guilt. 

As to the oftopartite deed, if it had ever 
appeared, it would doubtlefs have thrown 
fome light upon this dark fubje^ : But the 
vague tales of hiftorians do not fo much as 
prove that there ever was any fuch thing. It 
is certain that Walfingbam, the Englljh fecre? 
tary, who furely had more opportunities of 
good information than many others,, did 
miftake the band given to Bothwell for hi^ 
marriage with the Queen, for a band to affift 
him in killing the King « ; and ^tis probable 
that there was no better foundation for the 
p^topartite deed. 

If it fliall be obje^ed, that it is a terrible 
|thing to fuppofe that Murray, Morton, and 
the reft q( them, would have been fo ex- 
travagantly wicked, as to murder innocent 
perfons fo cruelly, and then to forge fuch 
confeflions in their names : The anfwer is 
pbvious, that they moft certainly did fo with 
Ificholas Hi^bert. They ^Ifo put captain 
JBlackader to death, without (either evidence 

or 
; S9C the preface to Balfour's prafiick^-i ^ 
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qr conf eflion »• They had entered into band$ 
aftd aflbciations for murdering people in cold 
b^d ; and h^ openly fulfilled one of thein;i 
when they murdered T)avid Rizio. They 
formed the confpiracy fo? murdering the King 
in the year 1565, while the E)arl (^ Baihwe^ 
was yet out of the kingdom ; which w^ find 
them ftill purfuing in the e^d of th^ year 
t^66. This in Feb^tary thereafter, they gpf 
e^e£ted : And then they forged eighc Ut- 
ters» two contrafis of marriage, befides . % 
M^arrant and Ibnnets^ in the Queen's n^me, 
and fwore that they were of her writing,, to 
make her to be efteeraed the author of their 
own abominations. And as their oyrn actions 
were prodigioufly wickfed, fo likewife they 
patronized and defended others who ha4 
-been guilty of the like crimes^ Thus when j 
Cardinal Beaton^% relatione and executory ' 
brought an aftion of afly thment| for bis flauglj- 
ter,againft Kirkaldy o[ Grange, one; of bis mur-^ 
defers, Murray and his pretended parliam^nf 
\tiAuguJl 1568, fcandaloujfly difcbarged the 
Plea, ' becaufe the CardinaPs flaughter, fay 
^ they, was done for the common weal, and 
-* prefervation of the FAITHFUL : And 
^ becaufe the whole goods [in his caftle] 
^ were feized by the Frenchmen^ [[who took 

" if 

« They were convicted, fay8 CaWcrwood, but denied with 
obftijiatc dcxual. Hift, MS. But how \i'cre <hcy convkted ? 
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* it from.his murderersj by my Lord Cover- 
^ ,nor's corHmandf^ who had the authority for 
*" the time, &c*^ And immediately. Grange 
fentered ^ prdteftatibn, that nothing done by 
him iri that Caftle,* after the flanghter of the 
Cardinal, ihould be laid to his charge by the 
Cardinal's heirs thereafter^ 

AH the while fome of theiii well knew, afid 
it IS now a notorious faft, that the Cardinal 
ifiras murdered at the inftigatioii of K. Hen^ 
ry VIII. qH England, who bribed the ihurder-^ 
ers to commit that deed ; and to burn and 
deftroy the Abbots^ Bifliops, and other kirk- 
inens lands, ire. All which they did take id 
hand, and entred iiito a covenant \^ith Henry 
for thefe purpofes ; and the firft meflenger for 
tranfafting this matter bettvixt them and Hen- 
ry »> was Dr. George Wifhdrt^ commonly 
called themartyn 

Thefd things are undeniably etidfenti And 
is it to be imagined that fuch men virere morei 
fcrupiilous in the cafe of Poturie, 'Dalgleifb, 
Hay, Hepburn, ot Ormijion ? If any perfoil 
ftiall be of that opinion, let him only tfy his 
skill to ftiew that their cohfeffiohs are true . 
and genuine* Whoever he was that drew 
them up, he bath not always had before his 
eyes the difference betwixt day and night : 
h h h tot 

a Dr. Mackenzie's KycS) vol J, f- x8. Haynes'l 
ftate papers, p. 32% 
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For altho' all matters relating to that murder 
were tranfa£led,according to them, about mid* 
night the loth of February, juft after th^ 
change of the moon, yet are they all made to 
know one another, notwithftandmg that they 
met without doors, in a dark night ; and, at 
.parting,every one declares by which way the 
reft went, as if it had been at noon-day. 

It is alfo carefully to be noted, that Mur- 
ray and his party had before this, at fix fe- 
veral times », plotted to cut off JBothweU, 
and therefore it is furprifing to think that 
they would have made him privy to fuch 
deep confpiracies : But that he Ihould have 
been the executer in their ftead, was only 
barely poflible, but altogether improbable : 
Add to this, that they found great difficulty 
in getting a pretext to fupport their accufa- 
tion of him, as we haye feen already, p- 333* 

They themfelves, notwithftanding all that 

they had faid and fworn againft SotbweUf 

did not flick afterwards to lay the blame 

upon the Archbifliopof 5/. Andrews, as alfb 

upon fome of their own faftion, fuch as fecre- 

tary Maitland and Sir James Balfour. And 

both thefe did at laft recriminate upon ik&r- 

ton b ; for Murray was then dead. 

Secretary 

^^ Above, p. 190. 244. 303. Bp, Keith's hilt Ap- 
|)rena. p. i6o. 167. 
^ Sec the prdtSwc tp Balfour's prtaick's* 
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* Secretary Maitland^s cafe is very (Ingular, 
The Earl of L^nox had caufcd Thomas 
Crawfurd, the famc^s evidence, of virhom be- 
fore a, to appear in Murray^% council, and ac- 
cufe the fecretary of the King's murder; 
which he did in the end ofiAuguft i569,while 
the fecretary fat at the council-table M^ith 
the reft. Upon this Murray confined him, 
firft in thecaftle of Stirling, and afterwards 
in the caftle of Edinburgh ; of vi^hich his 
friend Kirkaldy of Grange was governor ; and 
appointed him to be tried on the xxiv. day of 
flovember^ Againft that day M/^rr/zy had aP 
fembled a great convention at Edinburgh,. 
and had Morton ftationed at Dalkeith with 
three thoufand men ; which was all a fliam* 
For when the fecretary was to be brought 
down from the caftle to undergo his trial, 
Murray adjourned it fine die, ufing a ,fophi- 
ftical fpeech to this purpofe : • 

* My Lords and Gentlen^n ; when ye en*, 

* terprifed the revenging of the King's flaugh* 
. * ter, I was in France: Thither ye fent 

^ to me, defiring me to come home, and take 
^ upon me the government. Ye caufed me 

* to take an oath, that Ifliould revenge the 

* murder of the King to the uttermoft ; and 

* ye, on the other part, did fwear to fortify 
' me» 

h h h a ' Novir 
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* Now there is a gentleman accufed of that 
< murder ; and I purpofed to take trial : But 

* ye have convjeene^ to hinder juftice. There? 

* fore ye ihall underftand that I will continue 
' the day of law till apojher timp. If he be 
f clean^ he fliall fufier no harm : And if he be 
f found guilty, it IJiall not be in your power 
f to faye him ».' Thus he lliif jed the blame 
off himfelf, upon his alTpciates ; and there 
was np more ^bout th^t matter during hi? 
fime. 

Soon after Murray was fliot at Linlithgow, 
^orton atfembles a numerous convention of 
almoft the whole party^ upon the xiv. day of 
Ftbruary ; and before them it was pleade4 
on the fecretary's behalf, * That although 
f he had been accufed in the litter end of ^/z- 
^ ^«y?> of being participant pf the mod odiou^ 
f crime of the 9iurder of the King, by the 

* publick accilfatipn of a man without a man- 

* date, or commiffion, and bad been put iq 
' prifon by thp late Regent, where he had 
f continued pver fince ; yet that was not the 
f true reafon that moved the Regent and 
f council to ufe him fo ; but rather that they 
' were then perfwaded by the Ipng whifper- 
f ing and fuggeftion pf the iecretary^s private 
f enemies, to conceive that be had trafficked 
f fqr the overthrow of the King's eftate, and 

Mb? 
» 6ec (Jalderwood's hift. MS, 
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^ ihe lyrack and deftruftion of all the noble*. 
^ men, and honeft men, who had entered 
f in his quarrel : In both whi<:h, as God 
^ knew his innocence, fo had he been> and 
f prefently was ready to make the fame patent 
^ to the world, by undergoing the ordinary 
^ trial and judgment in fuch cafes.* Then 
each of them being interrogated particularly, 
they all declared, that none of them knew 
him to be guilty of the murder, nor would ac* 
cufe him, but believed him to be innocent, 
^nd innocently calumniated z And therefore 
did acknowledge and recbgnofce him as an ho- 
neft innocent of thefe matters, and accept- 
ed and received him again into his own ranlf 
and offices , 

Neverthelefs he was forfeited that lame 
year, for that very crime by Lenox, when he 
pame to be made Regent ; for which he blamed 
Norton, And after Morton was fet up as 
Regent, fecret^ry Maitland wrote a letter 
%p the young laird oiCarmichael, to be com- 
muqicated to Morton, in which he charges 
Jiim with ingratitude. 'He was, fays the 
^ fecretary, the chief procurer and fbllicitorof 
/my pretended forfeiture, for a crime, where- 
* of, he knows in his confcience, I was as 
^ innocent a? himfelf :* By which expreffion^ 
J;e certainly meant that they were both guil- 

a 4<^ P"vy cpuiicil. 
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ty : kxA fo Morton well underftood him i 
for he anfwers in thefe words : ' Towards 

* his forfeiture, fays Morton, when it fliall 

* be confidcrcd, who then had the govern- 
/ ment; for what caufe the forfeiture pafled; 

< I think they wUl not efteem me the chief 
^ procurer or foUicicor thereof : For the Earl 
' o( Lenox, then Regent, having the admtni- 

< ilration of juftice in his hands, and the caufe 

* being the murder of the King his fon, it 
f might be well thought that there needed 
^ little procuration or foUicitation. That I 
^ knew him innocent, m my confcience, as 

* myfclf ! The contrary thereof is true : Fdr 
/ I was and am innocent thereof; but could 

* not affirm the fame of him, confidering what 

* I underftood of that matter, of his own con- 
' feilion to myfelf* before.' Behold the maa 
who had got this very perfon declared inno«* 
cent in February 1570 ! 

When the caftle of Edinburgh was fur- 
rendred in the j^ear I573< the fecretary fell 
into Morton^ % hands ; who not daring to ex- 
ecute him publickly, caufed him to be poi* 
foned. 

Now feeing it hath been made appear al- 
ready, that the Earl of Afi/rroy was the prin- 
, cipal projeftor of that murder *», in the year 

. » Banantync'e contiauatiott of Knox, Caldcrwood'8 
hilt, MS^ b p. ;2Q2, 
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1565, and that he ftill purfued the defign 
till it was accomplifhed » : And as thefe let«> 
ters do make it plain that Morton ami fecr&( 
tary Maiiland were alfo guilty ; and that if 
they were not prefent themfelves^ yet Ar* 
cbibald Douglas and ^obn Binning were fent 
by (bme of them^ and adually prefent at the 
execution of that wicked deed ; as alfo that 
yobn Knox appears to have been a partici^ 
pant with the reft of them ^'r And indeed (b 
far as the matter can be traced with any cer- 
tainty and confiftency, that both the contri- 
vance and execution appears to have been 
the work of men of their party only : Moft 
reafonable it feems to be, that the whole 
ihould be afcribed to them. And thus the 
ftory will proceed uniformly, without either 
embarrafTment and inconfi^ency, or the afll- 
ftance of the rack, or any torture or forgery; 
jvouched by their own voluntary confeflions or 
writings ; and exa6^1y fuiting their charaAer. 
"Whereas in the accounts commonly received^ 
it is quite contrary, AH Murray 9ind Morton*^ 
declarations, proclamations, oaths, zSts of 
council and p;irliament concerning this mat- 
ter, are founded on manifeft falfhood, and 
inconfiftent among themfelves. BotbweW^ 
men are made to confefs things inconfiftent 
and impofCble. Their confeflions as to the 

perfbn« 

? 3- 330f ^ p. 507. 
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peiibiis prefent caDnot be truej fince ArchU 
Md^^uglas zni yohn Binning were at that 
murder. The thing was done hy fpringing^ 
a mine/ which required fbme time for prepa- 
ration, and not as they fwear^ by letting n 
match to powder thrown fuddenly and care* 
kfly in a heap, upon the floor of an upper 
chamber. Finally whatever becomes of their 
confeffions/ the guilt of Murra^i Morton^ 
IxtUngtoni Archibaii Douglas, and 'John 
Binning is evident. But one cannot fail td 
perceive, that they ixiuft have had many mof ei 
affifiants^ for example^ fome perfbns to dig the 
mine, concerning, which there is nothing to be 
fiiund in the pretended eonfeffions of BofiH 
i»€iP% f^vants< ' 
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Of tht ^eet^s flight into Eogland, 
nnd her nfage there. 

QUeen Mary made her efcape out 
of JLacbJevm upon the fecond dtcf 
of May xj^6%, after fhe bad been detained in 
prifbn there, near eleven months. The com- 
pany that ai^mbled to her were waylaid by 
her rebels, md worded in an engagement at . 
Ld^gfide,' nptMi the xiii. day, chiefly through 
the ill conduft, to (ay no worfe, of die Earl of 
•/irgiU ; and upon the xvi day of that fame 
month, ftie fet out from Dumfries in a boat; 
and landed at If^irkingfon in England ; unad> 
vi&dly Indeed, but not fo far fo as is com- 
monly thought ; for ihe had been encouraged 
by Queen Elizabeth and her minifters to do 
tiiis. . There is in the paper-ofGce at hondoth 
a minute of a letter from Q. Elizabeth to 
^hracknuirton her ambaflador, dated xiv. day 
oijuly 1567, in which flxe defires hijai to 
invite Queen Mahy and her fon alfo into 
England ; ' becaufe her realm appeared tb 

* be fubgeft to fundry troubles from time to 

* time ; and thereby, as it was manifeft, nei- 
[ thcr ber own pcrfon free from danger, nor 

i i i * her 
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* her fon : If (he (hould be contented herfelf 

* to enjoy quietnefs, flic fliould be glad to 
' fliew to heV and hers the true efFeft and 

* fruit of friendftiip* And though percafe, 

* for her own part, flie would think it againfl: 
^ her eftimation and credit^to forfakc her owa 

* country for any refpefts, yet fays Eliza- 

* bttbtOit may be by you remembered how 

* much good may enfue to her fon, to be noa- 

* riihed and acquainted with^ our court.' 

• The words of this minute^ concerning Q* 
Ma&y herfelf, have a dafli through them, 
ahd other wor4s are added by CeciPs hand, 
about fending her (on : With what view, it is 
pot eafy to determine ; but it appears fronni 
other vouchers, that flie was encouraged by 
^brockmortan and others to go to England ; 
and the day before flie efcaped oiit of hocb- 
IfTiiir, file wrote to Q. £7/«^^/A, about a 
rlng>that file had got in exchange from ElU 
gabetb, with many fair promifes, which flie 
had fent to Robert Melvill privately ». It 
appears alfo from other vouchers, that EK- 
zabetb had feht her a diamond, with promifc 
of afliftance «! 

Very fooh after flie had landed in Eng* 
laiidt Murray made an offer to accufe her 
of the murder of her husband '; and, on 

that 

» HayAes'g (late papers, p. 464. jAnfwcrs to Qaeca 
Mary'f grievances, Cotton; libr. April 1^583. 
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that condition, EUzabttb engaged to fortify 
and protcft him in the government of Scot* 
land. With much ado they perfuadedthe 
Queen of Scots to confent to a hearing of 
the differences betwixt her and her r^els : 
But after many proteftations that all waft 
meant for her advantage, for reftoring her to 
her crown and kingdom, and for her fecurity 
thereafter, fhe at lad confented, and coixi* 
miflioners were appoihtedon all hands. Their 
tranfadions are printed at full length in the 
iecohd volume, which will give more fatisfa^bh 
on to the curious, than any thing that might 
be faid about them. The key to them is, the 
bargain betwixt Q. Elizabeth and Murrny^ 
of which the introdu£lion to this volume doth 
treat briefly. If one keeps that always in 
mind, he can hardly be at a lofs to perceive 
the drift of the little arts and prevarica- 
tions ufed by Queen Elizabeth and her mini- 
fters, to make Murray* % forgeries to pafs.for 
Queen Mary's writings ; the unreafonable c* 
vafions ufed to keep thefe vile forgeries from 
the view both of Queen Mary and her com- 
iniflTioners ; and the pitiful flufts and great 
pains taken to ftave off her accufation of 
Murray and Morton^ for murdering. har 
buAand ; and to let them etcape, .under 
fome fort of colourable pretence. There one 
will deatly fee the mean daftardly behaviour 
i i i 2 of 
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of thefe men^ who, when they wese chal- 
lenged and openly accufed of that odious 
crime by their Sovereign's commifiionersj 
durft not venture to have that matter ex- 
amined, out of meer confcioufnefs of guih; 
awr had they any thing to fay for tbemfelvea, 
but, ' that they would go to BawUn to the 
^ Queen herfelC to fee whether ihe would ac- 
' cufe them : Which, they faid, they believed 
4 ihe would not do :' Aldio' they had her com. 
niffions for that purpofe before their eyes. 
G. Buchanan vfu prefent, and heard and (aw 
all thefe things.: And by comparing the record 
of the trania&ions of that day, which was the 
jci. o^yanuaryf with the account that he gives 
in his hiftory. Book xix. chap. 14. we have 
^ne scaring inftance more of his ihamdefs fai- 
£fication8. The truth is, that Murray and 
his party did m faft lofe the caufe at tbeffe 
conferences, notwithftanding all Queen Eli- 
zabeihh efforts in their favours, ahho* Bucha- 
Man, and after him yames jlnierfin have im- 
yofed upon the world, by repncfentbg the 
'matter otherwife 1 And the ifltie of them 
was rather better than was to have been ex- 
]peAed, when an adulterous baftard, who had 
Ifeized the government of one of her king, 
doms, was her accufer, before an umpire in 
the fame condition, who had been put in 

polfeffion 
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{Kxfieffion of two other kingdoms^ which Mfii 
of rig^t belonged to her. only. 

"QcieeQ Edixahtb findmg that flie <oul4 
not get matters (b much to her mind ad fhe 
at firil expelled, tboiight fit to difimfs Mur- 
my^ with five tboufand pounds as a reward in 
the mean time for his ^geries and perjuries, 
)|ad an order to her wardens of the mar*- 
<he8, fi)r the fafcty and protc^on of his 
worthy perfon and train. But Queen Ma- 
JLT^'S coramiffionerB were detained a goofl 
while, upon falie and frivolous pretences. 

It remains to ihew the Queen's ufage itt 
Exgbmdy and the many mdignities that were 
^one to her, during her confinement thero, 
kr near nineteen years. How in the yeac 
ISSj^, an aflbciation was made in EngUufi, 
lor defence of the Queen's peribn, as they 
(aid, but in faft tp murder their true Queen; 
ta which they bound themfelvea by oath, :dm 
if any atiempt ihould be made upon Qjseeft 
JEIizahtFs life ; by which any perfoa \\ QL 
Mart] might be advanced to d»e thnxm ^ 
Mrby, IB revenge of thi$, tbey would murdet 
Majit. This aflociacion was ratified by 
their parliament the year followitig. Tbek 
ibey feat out their emifiaries, to invei^ 
Ibme uAwary^ perfens into ibme fort of praAi- 
ces ; and it feems did fo ; lirut nothing Elcr 
^e ab&rd accounts that ^y gave put, of 

iilva* 
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bvafioQS, killing Elizahti, &c. Fqr wh^ 
madneis would fuch utlder takings havi been 
in fourteen ordinary Englsjhmen ? However 
they put them to death ; and then, following 
the example of the Earl of Murray^ they for- 
ged foine letters of correfpondence. bet^yixt 
.Queen Ma&y and Anthony Babingion, one 
of thefe pretended confpirators. Thus they 
thought the ends of their adbciacion fufiicieiil^ 
ly compafled, Th(?y dilcharged her lervants, 
feized her two fecretarics ; and, by their infor- 
xnatjion, fuch money asihe had in her handff, 
which was only about 7000 French crowns, 
and little more than two thoufand pounds 
Engli/h gioqey ; for the reft was in the 
French ambaflador's hands. They tamper- 
ed with her fecretaries, and, for fear of death, 
made them atteft fome letters, none of them 
of any confequepce, excepting that to Ba- 
hington, ^which carries in. it grofs marks of 
forgery. Yet we are told that Babington 
^nd her fecretaries had acknowledged that 
letten But what could they acknowledge I 
The Ehglijh miniftry produced a copy, but 
never pretended to have had the original.: 
Kor had they the courage to affirm at thei^ 
snock trial of the Qiieen,.lhat herfecreta^ 
ries had acknowledged that copy. For Eli- 
zabetb, fent a great nuqiber of the Englifi 
nobility. and gentry to bring the Qu^en to 
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^e Queen^f ufage in. England!. 4Cj)r 
atrial Thefe murderers met at Fotheringay; 
upon the xii. dky of Offoher^ and after a con? 
fufed rhapfody oi idle tales and allegations^ 
without any tolerable proof, condemned her 
to die, in^ terms of their holy adbctation. 

This being done, that the nation, in a man^ 
n^r, might be involved in the guilt of the 
murder, the parliament aflembled ; and to 
them Sir T'hmas Bromely Chancellor, re* 
hearfed a long winded (lory ^hoMt jinthoriy 
Babington^^ confpiracy, and Que€n Mary's 
concern therein. But as Bromely, it would 
ieem^ was not fo converfant in their plots, as 
to make their foolilh incredible (lories hang 
together tolerably, old Cecil retimed the 
matter (bme days thereafter. Then Eliza*' 
betb was addreOed by petition upon petition 
from her parliament, to murder Mart. But 
flie thought by her flattering letter to her 
mod faithful Amias Pawlet, and by plain 
commands to him from both her fecretaries^ 
in her name, to get Pawkt to murder her 
privily, as being bound to do fo by his a(^ 
fociation oath ; thus imagining to turn the 
blame from herfelf upon him. But neither 
Paxvlei, brutal as he was, nor Drury, would 
be perfw^ded ; for they well knew their 
danger. She therefore called them dainty 
fellows, who would profefs much, but per- 
form nothing, altho', as Qofi faid, they were 

bouud 
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bound by their oath to put that Queen t« 
death. Therefore ihe figned a warrant he^ 
felf for the murder, and when that was over, 
Ud the blame upoa David/on one of her (e* 
cretaries, and fwore that ikt knew tiothiDg of 
die matter. 

To repre&nt all this wickednefr and cU^ 
canery m a clear light, to canvafs the mock 
trial, and to {hew the barbarous carriage of 
ibe murderers, and the Queen's heroic be* 
baviour at her death, might perhaps prore 
Hfeful : For (bme people finding thefe thingt 
veprefented in a light c^uito favourable to Q. 
MMBdheth, have been tempted to bear a han4 
in the like a^ons once and again, fince tliat 
rime* And as aM the dories invented againft 
Q. Mart's honour, and carefully difperfed 
by Q. Elizabeth, have been ihewa to be vil^ 
calumnies, k were no difficult matter to re- 
crinunate, and to fhew that Q. Elizabeth pra- 
St&A all thefe things herfel^ A> far as one in 
her (iiuation poflibly could ^, with many more 
dlaudable a^iions of divers kinds. But as this 
would take up a fmall volume, it muft be 
deferred till another opportunity. 

After they had murdered the Queen, not yet 
&tisfied with inventing faUhoods concerning 
her, they gave out, that ihe had left her right 
to the crown o£ England to theKiogof >^/>, 

by 

• See Hayncs's Hate papers, &c« 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



T'ife QueetPs ufage in England. 4x1 
'by her teftamenc written with her own hand, 
:the night before flie was murdered : How 
^truly, doth well appear from the teftamenc 
itfelf, which follows. 



L E 

TESTAMENT 

'V 

c 

£ T 

DERNIERS PRQPOS 

D £ L A 

ROYNE d'EscOSSE- 



AU NOM DU PERE, DU FILZ, ET 
DU S. ESPRIT. 

IE Marie par la grace de Di£u Royne 
d'Elcofle, doiiairiere de France, eftanc 
preflT^e de mourir, & n^ayant moyen de fair^ 
Sion Teftament, j'ay niis ces articles par e« 
icrit, lefquels j'entends & Yeux avoir mefmc 
force que s'ils eftoient mis en forme. 

Proteftant premier, de mourir en la Foy 
Catboliqae, Apoftolique, Romaine. 

k k k Preniier 
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4*2 Le Tejhmeni 

Premier, jc vcux qu'il fok faift ub ferviee 
tomplet pour mon ame, en TEglife Sabft 
Denys en France, & Tautre a S. Pierre cte 
Rheims, oii tous mes ferviteurs fe trouveront 
en la maniere qu'il fera ordonn^ par ceux i 
qui j'ay donn6 la charge icy del&ubs nom- 
mez. 

Pluf, qu^ufi ^ifr annuel ibit fondl, pour 
prier Diev pouMiion ame » per^ cr^mi, «u 
lieu & en la maniere qu'il (era advif^ le plus 
commode : 

Four I quoy fburnir Je veux que mes mai- 
C^ns de Fontaine-Bleau^ ibienDvendues^ efpe- 
rant qu'au furplus que le Roy m'en ayde- 
ra, comme par mo» memoire je le requiers. 
Je veux que ma terre de Trefpigny de- 
meure I mop CPi|(iQ de @uyf^^ po(ij iiqe de 
fes fillesy s'y elle vient a eftre mariee . en 
fes quartiers. Je quitteray la moitie des arrea- 
rages qui me font deubsy cm une* pai^tie^ a 
condition que I'aqtre foif pay^e, pour eftre 
par mes executeurs employee en aumofne 
aniiueUe : Four k quoy miewc poupvoir^. l«s 
papiers feront recberchez & dtslivrez ielon 
VaffignatioQy pour en (aiive la pourfuite* 

Jq veux aufli que ifargeot, qui (e retiner^ 
de mon procez de Secondatj^ fbit diftrjbutf 
comme il s^enfuit. 
Premierment> k la dofbharg^ du pa^^ment 
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de la fby9$e i%f€^e. 4rf 

de ntei? debtee *& man AenseaU' «y ^r«8 noo^ 
mteif qai tut feroiit ja payes. 

Premier^ les deux ml efe«i« de Ccxii^M, 4^e 
je vemc ioy eMre pay^ez^ &»9 aulk comrt'* 
diAon, comme eAatis 6n far^^ew de Mfamge, 
ikus ^SA Nan, «iy autre, loy ett ptiid^ti^n de- 
Minder, <)iielque oUi^qoB qalil en iiy<e^ 
d'avtatft qu'elkii'eft que fernrey & qoe 4^a^ 
getitettoit a moy,et iKm emprunt^> l^qu^l ji^- 
ne feisqueluy monftrer^&raydeptiHS W^i^^ 
& me Ta <m pris avec 1^ refte i d^mJ^yp 
lequel je luy donne s*U le peult recohrtrir^ 
€<]imtiie U ztMprotm^, pour payeitoetit dee 
quatre mil franea promU par ma mdn> ft mil 
pour marier tme fienne ftfeur, & m'^iayamr de- 
mand^ le refte pout fes defpctis en piifott. 

Quatit a I'affignatioti de pareille fotfinte 2 
Nau, elle n^eft pas d^oMigatiott, fe pour tt t 
tous jours eft6 mon intention, qu'elle fuft la 
derniere pay6e, fe encores en cas qu*il fafle 
apparoir n'avoir faift Contre hi eotidition 
pour laquelle je les luy avois donnee, au te^ 
moignage de mes ferviteurs. 

Pour la partie de dbUie cent efcus qu^il 
m^a faift alIou£r par luy empruntez, pour 
fcrvite de Beau-Regard, jufques a fixcen» 
efcus, & de Qet^nais trois cens, k le refte je 
ne l^ay, dont il faut qu'il les repaye de foa 
argent, &quej*eti foisquitte, & raflignation 
<!^^i car je tt^en ay rien f eceu> msus ^eft le 
k k k 2 . ' tout 
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414 rLeTifiamtnt ' ^ y 

tout en fibs coffres, (i ce n'eftoic qu^tb.al) 
ibyetit payez. Par de9a (commeque ce 

fi>it) il faut que cede partie me revienne bon- 
ne, n'ayant rien receu,& s'y elieeftoit pay^e, 
JQ dois avoir recours fur (on Ken. 

, Et plus je ve«x que Pafquier compce les. 
deniers qu'il a defpendez & receuz par le com- 
mandement de Nau, par les mains des (crvi-, 
tieurs de Monfieur Cbafteau-Neuf l'amba(&* 
4eur de France. 

, Plus je yeux que mes comptes foyent ouys, 
& mon Threforier paye. 

Plus que ks gages & parties de mes gens, 
t^nt de Tannee paflee que de la prefente, by-. 
ent tous payez avant toute autre chofe^tant ga- 
ges que penfions ; hprs-mis les penfions de 
Nau & de Courle, jufques a ce que Ion 
i^achece qui en doit advcnir, & ce qu'iis au- 
ront merite de moy pour penfions, fi ce n'eft. 
que la femme de Courle foit en neceflite, ou, 
luj mal traiftc pour moy, Des gages de Nau 
le mefmc, 

Je vieux que les deux mil quatre cens^ 
francs qui j'ay donnez a Jehanne Kennedy luy 
jCoyent payez en argent, comme il eftoit 
porti en fon premier don, quoy faifant 1* 
penfion 3e Guillaume Duglas me reviendra,,. 
laquelle je donne a Fonteny pour fes fervK 
ces & defpens non recompenfez, 
r 1 Je veux que. les quatre mU efcus de ce. 

Sancquier 
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it la Efffne ^ftcfffe. \t^ 

Biocquleribyent foUicitez & repaya^duquel 
j'ay oublie le nom; mats I'Evefque deGlafcoiu 
•'en refouviendra aflez ; & ii raflignatioo pre*, 
miere venoit a manquer, je vcux qu'il leur. 
en fbit doane une fur les premiers deniers de 
Secondat. 

.Les dixmille francs ^ue rAmba(&deur 
avoit receu pour moy, je veux qu'Us (byent 
employez entre mes f6r3ateurs qui fervent i 
preient : Af9avqir ; premier^ deux Aiil franc» 
a mon Medicin, deux mil \ Elizabeth Curie/ 
deux mille francs a Sebaftien page^ deux mil 
a Marie page ma filiole. A Beau-Regard mil 
francs^ a Moubray n^il francs. Mil aGqrgeon, 
inil a Gervais. Plus fur les autres de*^ 
niers de mon revenu, & refte de Seco^dat, ' 
& de toutes mes calualitez, je veux eftre em- 
ployez qnq cens francs a la mifericorde der 
pauvres de Rheims, a mes Efcoliers deuxl 
mil francs/ au quatre M^diants^ la fomme 
qu'il femblera neceflaire a roes executeurs, 
felon les moyens qui fe trouveront. 
Cinq cens francs au Hofpitaulx. 

' A I'Efcuyer de Cuiime Martin, je donne 
mil francs. ', 

. Mil francs a Annibal, & je Ijaifle Jt mon: 
coufin de Guife fon parrain, a le mettre en 
quelque lieu pour fa vie en fpn fervice. : 
. Je laifle cinq cens francs a Nicolas, & dpq 
cens pour fes fiiies quand il les mariera. 
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Jebifle€i»q.cenBiranos I Ri&iii HbatA* 
IDD, 8i f ck YnM fih le preadre, ft liimfiettr 
dft Gltffom, fttiiUe de luy^ x>tt t'fiv«fi|He do 

Je laifle iSiifier fim grtfie fotibs^a frrettf 
du Roy. 

Je d<niM citK| iStos fritics i Jeati Latrdor, 
3t prie tnoii cd^tffin de G^ife, tm dit Maine, Id 
prendre en lenf fervtce, & jlles Iffeffietrrs ^ 
CHafiiou A: de lldfie qu^ls ayent fbihg de le 
WT poutm^ V Je t^iik ^e Ton pcre foit 
pBpd jde (cB 'gage#> & )uy hiflb t:b^ tens 
firancs. 

Je ^venx <}ue mil fraficii fetMfe paye2 i 
.Qouijon pour urgent & tatfres eberds ^'8 m^a 
(burnie^ en ifta Htcct&iii 

Je ^cux qtie fi Bourgoing accompjffl fe 
iK>ya^ da v^eu qn'il a faift pour moy \ S*. 
Hicolaiy (](tie4^inze cens francs luy foicntfiu* 
micefteffisft. • 

Je laiflfe, (etoti mon pea de moycn^ fix tttil' 
francs a rE<v<e%ue deGlafcoUi trois ihtl k te« 
luy de Rofle. 

Je laifle la donl»fefi des cafaafttez & 
droits Seigneuriaux receptes, a man filIoi« 
fis de Monfieur de Rutfleau . 

Je dMM trois cens francs 1 Latirens, pln^ 
trois oens francs a Sii£mne. 
Je laiife dix mil frames eatfe tes quatre par- 
ties 
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lia$ <|ai onr t9A refpoodants^ pour moy, tc «« 
foUiciteur parmy. 

Je vcux que Targent provenant des n^u- 
W.QS que j^y ordpnne cftr« venduz a Londreg, 
fpit pour defrayer le voyage de mes gea» 
jufques en France, 

Ma cocheje la laiflc pour mener mcs filles^ 
in Lea chevau^ pour les vendre^ au autremeot 
cm, faire leurs commoditez^ 

n y il environ cent efcua des g^ges de$ sm- 
»^e3^^pal&e8,,di?u|^s ^Bourgoing, queje v«ux 
luy eftrc payej, 

Je laide deux mii francs a JVfelvin njoo 
maifire d'Hoftel. 

Vordonne pour principal executeur J$ mt 
volenti, mon coulin le Daic de Guyle« ^ a- 
pr^ luy TArcbeyelque do Glafcou, I'Evetque 
de Rode^ & monfieui* de Ruifleau mon CImik 
celHer. 

J'entendsLqua fans^ fault^qij? Lc Freau^u^ 
y lie de fes deux prebendes. 

Je recommande Marie Page mafiUoIe^^) 
macoufin madame de Gu3rfe, & la prie delii 
prendre, a.fen fervkie^ &ama^tancede Sainft 
^ierre, de fair^i mettre Moubray en quelqu^ 
bon lieu, on la.retenir cnfervice. Pour Phon- 
neur de DiEU faift ce jourd^huy, feptiefinQ 
rcurier,. MU cinq cens q^aire-vingts fept. 

Maki? R, 
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41 8 Le Teftamttr;lo:> 

fABMOlKE des derhiercs requefta 
que fay f aisles au Rpy. . 

De me fair paj^r, tant de ce qu'il ma 
*cloit de mes ^enfions, que d'argenc avan* 
c^ par lafeiic Royne ma mere. cn'Efcofle^ 
pour le fervici^du Roy mon beau Per« tssi ce» 
quartiers, pour le moins tant qu'iin obit Ibit 
fotiAi pour'tfidn^me, annuel, & que les.ftul* 
mofnes & petit^s fondations par moy promi* 
fes foyent parfaiAes. 

' Plus, qu'il luy plalfe me laifler U jouiflance 
de mon doiiaire un an apres ma mort, pour 
recompenfer mes fervitpurs. 

Plus^ s'il luy pjaift laifler les gages & pen« 
fions d'iceux leur vie diirant, commefuf fiiift 
aux officiers de la Royne Alienor* . '' 

' Plus, je luy fupplie recevoir mon Medicin 
I fon fervice, comme il a^promis, & 1' avoir 
pour recommand^. 

Plus, que tnbn Aulmofiiier ibit remis en (ba 
eftat, &, en roa feveur pouryeu de quelque pe- 
tit' benefice, pourprier Pieu pour mon aiae 
Je refte de fa vie. 

Plus, que Didier un vieil Oflficer de ma 
touche, auquel j*ay donn6 un Greffe pour rer 
compenfe, en puifle iouyr fa vie durant, eftanc 
ja fort aag6. Faift le matin de ma mort, cq 
Mercredy hddiefme Feurier, Mil cinq ceas 
^uatre-vingts fept. Makis R." 

F I N, 
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